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Hubert  &  Co..   G.  m.  b.  It,  Gottingen. 


To  my  Father  and  Mother* 


FOREWORD. 

In  the  course  of  a  brief  visit  to  Stonyhurst  College  in 
the  summer  of  1913  1  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  manuscript 
which  is  here  printed,  and  was  so  much  interested  in  this  cycle 
of  scriptural  plays  that  I  believed  an  edition  of  it  would  be 
welcomed  by  students.  In  response  to  my  request  Rev.  Father 
William  Bodkin,  then  Rector  of  Stonyhurst  College,  readily 
gave  permission  for  the  publication  of  the  manuscript  and  sent 
it  to  the  British  Museum  to  be  rotographed.  I  gladly  take 
this  opportunity  to  express  my  hearty  appreciation  of  his 
courtesy. 

The  appearance  of  this  text  in  the  Hesperia  Series  is  due 
to  the  cordial  suggestion  of  Professor  James  W.  Bright,  whose 
hospitable  offer  I  accepted  with  much  satisfaction.  My  tran 
script  of  the  text  of  these  plays  was  forwarded  to  the  publishers 
at  Gottingen  in  June  1914,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  war  shortly 
afterward  interposed  an  unforeseen  obstacle  which  has  delayed 
the  publication  of  the  volume  for  five  years.  Now  that  the 
book  finalty  issues  from  the  press  I  feel  that  this  explanation 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  arrangements  for  its 
publication^were  made  is  due  to  me  as  well  as  to  the  reader. 

London,  Dec.  2,  1919.  C.  B. 


Corrigenda. 

P.  27,  line  651.    For  longee  read  longer;  for  refraynr  read  refrayne, 

P.  41,  List  of  Actors'  names.    For  Senri  read  Semi. 

P.  68,  line  780.    For  not  not  read  not. 

P.  104,  line  249.    For  weath  read  wealth. 

P.  154,  line  150.    The  line  number  should  stand  one  line  lower. 

P.  155,  line  160.    For  say  esterday  read  as  yesterday. 

P.  158,  line  256.    For  bad  done  read  had  done. 

P.  166,  line  504.    For  yon  read  you. 

P.  174,  line  727.    For  vncircumcised  read  vncircumcised. 

P.  177,  line  818.    For  greues  read  geues  and  delete  the  footnote. 

P.  220,  line  603.    For  here,  of  read  here  of. 

P.  229,  line  141,    For  they  read  thy. 

P.  244,  line  262.     For  battesoyle  read  batle  soyle. 

P.  263,  footnote.    For  suppled  read  supplied. 

P.  273,  line  323.    For  yf  can  read  yf  I  can. 

P.  275,  line  360.    For  returne  sound  read  returne  home  sound. 

P.  275,  line  386.    For  speakinge  read  speakeinge. 

P.  279,  line  496.    For  as  oone  read  as  soone. 

P.  285,  line  663.    For  furterance  read  forterance. 

P.  289,  line  775.    For  capshoten  read  cupshoten. 

P.  295,  line  936.    For  In  do  read  I  do. 

P.  298,  line  1030.    For  thoroughly  read  throughly. 

P.  298,  footnote.    For  sience  read  silence. 

P.  300,  line  1073.    For  bade  we  read  bade  me. 


Introduction. 

The  cycle  of  Old  Testament  plays  here  printed  for  the  first 
time  is  preserved  in  MS.  A.  VI.  33  in  the  Library  of  Stony- 
hurst  College  in  Northern  Lancashire.  The  only  mention  of 
this  manuscript  which  has  thus  far  appeared  in  print  is  the 
following  brief  notice  by  Jos.  Stevenson  in  1872,  in  his  account 
of  the  Stonyhurst  College  MSS1. 

A  volume,  in  4  to,  imperfect  at  beginning  and  end. 
A  collection  of  „ Pageants",  in  English  verse,  upon  the  history  of  the 
Old  Testament. 

The  manuscript  in  question  is  a  paper  book  written  in  a 
hand  of  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  writing 
on  each  page  is  enclosed  within  a  border  line  which  measures 
9  */s  X  15  6/e  centimetres.  The  margins  of  the  pages  were  once 
materially  wider  than  at  present,  having  been  cut  down  in  the 
course  of  re-binding  (probably  in  the  eighteenth  century),  as 
appears  from  the  trimming  of  the  marginal  scribblings  (see  below). 

The  manuscript  in  its  present  state  begins  and  ends  im 
perfectly,  but  the  losses  which  it  has  sustained  are  determined 
in  part  through  the  numbering  of  the  leaves  by  the  original 
scribe.  As  the  first  leaf  preserved  bears  the  number  56  it  is 
clear  that  55  leaves  have  been  lost  at  the  beginning  of  the 
cycle.  Five  other  leaves  have  disappeared  between  fols.  120 
and  126.  The  apparent  gap  between  fols.  153  and  156,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  merely  a  skip  in  the  numbering;  the  text  shows 
no  lacuna  at  this  point.  How  many  leaves  have  disappeared 
at  the  end  of  the  book  we  have,  unfortunately,  no  means  of 
judging.  The  losses  noted  thus  far  occurred  before  the  book 
was  placed  in  its  present  covers.  At  the  time  the  book  was 
sent  to  be  re-bound  the  leaves  must  have  been  very  loose,  for 
one  finds  fol.  104  bound  between  fols.  94  and  95.  Finally r 
since  the  re-binding  of  the  manuscript,  one  leaf  (fol.  186)  has 

1  Hist.  MSS.  Com.  Report  III,  Appendix  p.  338  a. 
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been  cut  out  of  the  book,  leaving  a  narrow  edge  on  which  the 
beginnings  of  the  lines  may  still  be  seen. 

The  records  of  the  Stonyhurst  Library  yield  no  information 
in  regard  either  to  the  previous  ownership  of  this  manucript 
or  to  the  date  of  its  acquisition.  The  only  clues  to  its  history 
are  those  afforded  by  names  of  former  owners  scribbled  on  the 
margins  of  several  of  the  pages.  The  names  thus  inscribed 
are  John  Hilton  (or  Hfflton)  (fols.  78b,  98a,  108 a,  134a,  176b, 
and  179b),  John  Pools  (fol.  88 b),  James  Pilkington  (fols.  94a, 
143a),  and  Peter  Greenhough  (fol.  107b).  The  last  named  added 
to  his  signature  the  date,  ,,Anno  Domanij  1686".  Though  it  is 
impossible  to  identify  any  of  these  persons  with  certainty,  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  all  four  surnames  were  common  in 
Lancashire  during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries. 
There  was  a  John  Hilton  of  Ley  land,  gent:,  who  died  in  1706*; 
another  of  Booth's  Town  in  Worsley,  chapman,  who  died  in 
1756s;  another  of  Spotland,  clothier,  wo  died  in  1763— 7 4;  and 
another  of  Eccleston,  clerk,  who  died  in  17836.  In  one  instance 
{fol.  98 a)  Hilton  writes  below  his  name  „ waring",  which  may 
possibly  connect  him  with  the  town  of  Warrington,  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  verify  this  conjecture.  There  was  a  John 
Pool  of  Gillhead  in  Cartmelfell,  physician  and  surgeon,  who  died 
in  1767 6. 

In  the  case  of  James  Pilkington,  the  other  name  appear 
ing  on  the  margins  of.  the  Stonyhurst  MS.,  we  are  confronted 
by  such  a  wealth  of  possibilities  that  any  attempt  at  identi 
fication  is  hopeless.  Pilkington  was  a  family  name  which 
extended  itself  through  many  sections  of  Lancashire,  and, 
during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  at  least, 
James  seems  to  have  been  a  favorite  baptismal  name.  James 
Pilkingtons  are  found  in  the  seventeenth  century  at  Sharpies 7, 

9  See  the  ^Calendar  of  Wills,  etc.,  in  the  Diocesan  Register  of  Chester", 
Miscell.  Lane,  and  Chesh.,  Vol.  V,  Record  Society,  1906,  p.  36. 

3  Loc.  cit. 

4  Loc.  cit. 

r>  See  the  List  of  Lancashire  Witts  proved  within  the  Archedeanery 
o/  Richmond,  Vol.  Ill,  Record  Soc.  1891,  p.  63. 

*  List  of  Lancashire  Wills,  etc.,  Ill,  94. 

7  James  Pilkington  of  Sharpies.  „  James  Pilkington  of  Sharpies 
married  Elizabeth,  dau.,  of  Hugh  Stones  of  Sharpies,  3rd  Oct.  1627.  at  Bolton 
Church  . . .  James  Pilkington,  son  of  James  Pilkington  of  Sharpies,  was  bapt. 
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at  Rivington8,  at  Wigan9,  at  Speke10,  at  Eccleston11,  and  at 
Horwich12.  There  was  also  a  James  Pilkington  „  clerk",  who 
succeeded  as  Rector  of  Croston,  Deanery  of  Leyland,  and  died 

22nd  Sept.,  1630  at  Sharpies.  On  14  Sept.  1670  James  Pilkington  witnessed 
a  bond  . . .  and  on  17th  of  that  month  he  was  witness  to  a  lease  of  property 
at  Halliwell,  and  on  the  following  day  a  certificate  of  possession  of  the 
property,  which  is  in  James  Pilkington's  handwriting,  On  llth  August,  1688, 
the  same  James  Pilkington  of  Sharpies  is  party  to  a  disentailing  deed.  On 
the  22nd  May,  1702,  John  Pilkington  obtained  lease  for  the  lives  of  Agnes, 
his  wife,  and  James,  his  son."  (John  Harland's  History  of  the  Pllkingtons 
2nd  ed.  Dublin,  1886).  There  is  at  the  Chester  Diocesan  Registry  the  will 
of  Hugh  Pilkington  of  Sharpies,  yeoman,  which  was  proved  in  1663  . . .  Therein 
Hugh  speaks  of  3my  son  James".  (Hist,  of  the  Pilkington  Family  of 
Lancashire,  etc.,  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  Pilkington,  3rd  ed.  Liverpool,  1912, 
p.  112  footnote.) 

8  James  Pilkington  of  Rivington.  From  an  Inquisition  taken  at 
Preston  in  Amoundernes,  12  March,  1609/10  as  to  the  estate  of  Robt.  Pilk 
ington  of  Rivington,  Esq..  who  died  Nov.  1605,  it  appears  that  his  brother 
and  next  heir  was  James  Pilkington,  who  is  described  as  Bnow  aged  40  years 
and  more"  (Lancashire  Inquisitions,  Stuart  Period,  Part.  I,  Record  Soc. 
1880,  p.  153).  Oct.  14,  1647  a  ^Petition  of  Rivington  men"  was  presented 
to  the  "Second  Classis"  in  the  Province  of  the  Co.  of  Lancaster,  in  which 
one  finds  the  name  „ James  Pilkington"  heading  the  third  column  in  the  list 
of  signers  (Minutes  of  the  Bury  Presbyterian  Classis,  Part  I,  Chetham 
Soc.  1896,  p.  42). 

>  9  James  Pilkington  of  Wigan.  In  1615  „ James  Pilkinton"  paid 
tithes  among  others,  for  hay  of  „ Wigan  Water  medowes"  (Hist,  of  the 
Church  and  Manor  of  Wigan,  Chetham  Soc.,  p.  193).  In  1619  he  was 
Mayor  of  Wigan,  and  is  noted  as  occupying  a  shop  ,,near  the  sign  of  the 
Eagle*  (Ibid.  p.  251).  In  1623  and  1624  he  served  as ;  Juror  in  several 
Inquisitions  taken  at  Wigan  (Lancashire  Inquisitions,  Stuart  Period, 
Part  III,  Record  Soc?,  1888,  pp.  404,  418,  429,  452).  In  1624  he  is  again 
mentioned  as  Mayor  of  Wigan  (Hist,  of  the  Church  and  Manor  of  Wigan, 
pp.  286,  287).  In  1625  he  was  still  Mayor  of  Wigan  (Ibid.  p.  290). 

110  James  Pilkington  of  Speke.  In  1667  one' finds  „  Jacobus  Pilking 
ton,  husbm."  in  a  list  of  recusants  at  Speke.  (See  SA  List  of  Convicted 
Pheasants  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II",  Catholic  Record  Soc.,  Miscel 
lanea  V,  1909,  p.  113).  In  1699  the  Leet  Jury  of  Speke  made  a  presentment 
against  John  Goodall  „ for  an  assault  on  James  Pilkington"  (Norris  Papers, 
Chetham  Soc.,  1846,  p.  $7). 

11  James  Pilkington  of  Eccleston.    In  1667  the  name  of  nEllena  ux. 
Jacobi  Pilkington"   appears  in  a  list  of  recusants  at  Eccleston   (flList  of 
Convicted  Recusants",  etc.,  Catholie  Record  Soc.,  Miscellanea  V,  1909,  p.  97). 

12  James  Pilkington  of  Norwich,     „ James   Pilkington   of   Horwich. 
Co.    Lanes,    husbandman   d.    1701"    ("Calendar   of  Wills  ...  in   the   Dioc, 
Registry   of  Chester",   Miscell.  Lane,  and   Cheshire,   Vol.  V,   Record  SocT, 
1906,  p.  60). 
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in  1683 13;  and  a  James  Pilkington  who  devised  lands  in  Blackley 
in  1671  for  binding  poor  apprentices14.  In  the  eighteenth 
century  the  name  continues  to  meet  us  in  the  local  records: 
James  Pilkington  of  Treals,  Deanery  of  Amoundernes  died  in 
1743 15;  and  James  Pilkington  of  Tong,  chapman,  died  in  1773  ". 

Particularly  interesting,  in  view  of  evidence  which  will  be 
presented  later  relating  to  the  composition  of  these  „  Pageants  "y 
is  the  occurrence  of  the  name  James  Pilkington  among  the 
Roman  Catholic  families  of  Lancashire.  At  Speke  and  Eccleston, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  this  name  appears  in  lists  of  recusants 
in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  In  the  second  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century  Catholic  parochial  registers  record  the  birth  of  several 
children  to  James  and  Ellen  Pilkington  of  Myerscough17.  And 
still  another  James  Pilkington,  of  Newsham,  yeoman,  who  was 
trustee  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission  property,  died  at  Hollow- 
forth  in  1823  at  the  age  of  eighty-one18. 

The  names  which  appear  on  the  margins  of  the.  Stonyhurst 
volume,  therefore,  even  though  they  cannot  be  identified,  supply 
important  evidence  relating  to  the  history  of  the  MS.,  for  they 
make  it  probable  that  this  book,  now  preserved  in  a  library  in 
Northern  Lancashire,  was  owned  in  Lancashire  before  the  end 
of  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  text  of  these  plays  is  written  in  a  neat  and  clear 
Italian  hand,  though  here  and  there  the  scribe  lapses  for  a  few 
lines  (sometimes  for  a  few  words  only)  into  the  current  'national 
hand'.  The  question  whether  this  Stonyhurst  manuscript  was 
written  by  the  hand  of  the  author  himself  or  is  a  scribe's  copy 
is  one  not  altogether  easy  to  decide.  On  either  hypothesis  it 
is  difficult  to  account  for  the  considerable  number  of  careless 
and  unintelligent  blunders  by  which  the  text  is  marred.  These 

"  Notitia  Cestriensis,  ed.  P.  R.  Raines,  Chetham  Soc.,  Vol.  II,  Part  III 
p.  357. 

4  Notitia  Cestriensis,  Vol.  II,  Part  II,  p.  269. 

16  See  List  of  Lane.  Witts  proved  within  the  Archdeanery  of 
Richmond,  Record  Soc.,  1886,  II.  197. 

16  See  „ Calendar  of  Wills  ...  in  the  Dioc.  Registry  of  Chester", 
Miscell.  Lane,  and  Chesh.  Vol.  V,  Record  Soc.,  1906,  p  60. 

"  Cecilia  born  12  May  1777,  Margaret  born  11  April  1780,  Hugh  born 
15  Sept  1782,  and  James  born  5  Sept.  1785  (Lancashire  Registers,  Catholic 
Record  Soc.,  Vol.  I). 

18  Ibid.,  p.  319. 
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consist  sometimes  in  the  omission  of  single  letters:  e.  g.  frendy 
for  ,,frendly"  (VII.  1011),  gouered  for  ,,gouerned«  (VII.  774), 
rone  for  ,,prone"  (VIII.  1577),  and  prawllinge  for  ,,sprawlinge" 
(X.  38).  In  other  cases  wrong  letters  have  been  written:  fluxe 
(IX.  52),  but  elsewhere  ,,flaxe";  plagon  (VIII.  790),  but  else 
where  nflagon" ;  frongs  (VIII.  421),  but  elsewhere  ,,frogs" ;  pringe 
(IX.  286),  but  elsewhere  ,,bringe";  was' (XVIII.  987),  instead 
of  ,,wax".  What  appear  to  be  distinctly  copyist's  errors  are 
the  Mowing:  then  (VII.  272)  for  ,,thou";  fayth  (VII.  498)  for 
,,face";  will  (VIII.  500)  for  ,,we'll";  my's  (XVIII.  534)  for  ,,my 
ioy's";  he  &  wee  (VII.  619)  for  ,,wee  &  he";  vnto  he  to  you 
(XVII.  422)  for  ,,vnto  you  he  do";  and  your  grief  e  (XVIII.  661) 
for  ,,my  grief  e". 

Of  the  same  sort  is  the  mistake  at  XVIII.  214  where  the 
scribe  started  to  copy  a  line  a  second  time.  A  scribe,  rather 
than  the  author,  one  may  suppose  similarly,  would  have  been 
capable  of  omitting  the  name  of  a  speaker  and  thus  running 
together  two  separate  speeches19.  Moreover,  two  cases  occur 
in  which  a  speech  has  been  mistakenly  assigned  to  the  wrong 
character 20. 

In  this  connection  one  notes  also  the  occurrence  in  these 
plays  of  no  less  than  twenty-two  non-riming  lines21.  The 
absence  of  rimes  in  these  lines  would  at  first  seem  to  to  be  most 
easily  explained  by  supposing  that  lines  riming  with  them  have 
been  omitted  by  the  scribe22  —  an  explanation  which,  if 
adopted,  would  at  once  exclude  the  possibility  that  this  book 
was  written  by  the  author  himself.  But  in  each  case  where  a 
non-riming  line  occurs  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  sense  of  the 
passage  shows  no  break,  so  that  except  for  the  lack  of  rime 
no  omission  would  be  suspected.  Indeed,  in  some  instances 

19  For  instances  of  such  ,.  telescoping"  see  pp.  21,  23,  73,  and  222. 

20  These  cases  are,  the  speech  of  Jacob  beginning  at  VII.  490  and  of 
Elias  beginning  at  XVII.  512. 

21  VIII.  846,  1181,  1215;   X.  267,  297;   XIV.  15,  243,  476,  755,  1386; 
XV.  332,  544;    XVI.  89,  107;    XVII.  307,  554,  581;    XVIII.   379,  546,  848, 
901,  1002. 

52  Proceeding  upon  this  supposition,  I  have  in  several  cases  indicated 
the  loss  of  hypothetical  lines  by  inserting  rows  of  dots  in  the  text.  It 
should  be  understood,  however,  that  the  MS.  shows  no  gap  at  these  points; 
and  at  present  I  do  not  feel  that  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  lines  have 
been  omitted. 
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non-riming  lines  are  so  closely  connected  with  those  which 
precede  and  follow  as  to  render  the  hypothesis  of  an  omitted 
line  difficult.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  responsibility 
for  these  rimeless  lines  does  not  belong  to  the  scribe  but  to 
the  author  of  these  pageants,  who,  as  we  shall  see  presently, 
displays  on  almost  every  page  a  surprisingly  weak  feeling  for 
rime.  Moreover,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  an  occasional  blank  line 
would  escape  the  author's  notice  more  easily  in  the  case  of 
long  lines  of  fourteen  syllables  than  in  the  case  of  a  shorter 
measure. 

There  are  other  indications  that  the  Stony  hurst  MS.  wa& 
written  by  the  author's  own  hand.  In  favor  of  this  conclusion 
are  the  numerous  corrections,  interlinings,  and  alterations  in  the 
text  —  all  of  them,  it  would  seem,  made  by  the  original  hand. 
Sometimes  an  entire  line  or  more  has  been  erased  and  re 
written23;  more  frequently  the  changes  are  slighter  and  are- 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  normalizing  the  number  of 
syllables  in  the  line  —  a  consideration  more  likely  to  affect  the 
author  than  a  copyist.  Of  still  more  interest  are  several  case& 
in  which  a  line  has  been  cancelled  and  then  written  again  two 
lines  below24.  These  changes  appear  to  be  better  explained 
by  supposing  them  to  belong  to  the  process  of  composition 
than  by  regarding  them  as  mere  scribal  blunders.  The  author, 
it  may  be  conjectured,  after  writing  a  line  wished  to  insert 
before  it  another  which  had  come  into  his  mind.  Accordingly 
he  wrote  the  line  which  he  wished  to  precede  and  then  below 
it  re-wrote  the  former  line,  drawing  his  pen  through  the  line 
where  it  had  been  written  first.  What  appears  to  be  a  clear 
example  of  an  ,,author's  correction"  occurs  in  the  Pageant  of 
Naamann  (v.  1034).  After  beginning  the  speech  of  Melchias 
with  the  words, 

When  you  wth  silence  had  conveyed  your  selfe  out  of  his  sight, 

the  author  seems  to  have-  remembered  that  according  to  v.  919" 
it  was  not  Naaman  but  the  King  who  withdrew:  accordingly 
he  cancelled  this  line  and  wrote  instead: 

After  the  Kinge  departed  was  &  gone  out  of  your  sight. 

23  Cf.,  for  example,  VII.  647;  XI.  145;  XIV.  353;  XV.  3;  and  XVI.  265. 

24  Cf.,  for  example,  VII.  744,  813,  894;  VIII.  1456;  and  X.  226. 
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It  is  very  doubtful  whether  a  scribe  would  have  noted  this  slip, 
or  would  have  troubled  himself  to  correct  it. 

Even  in  its  present  fragmentary  state  the  Stonyhurst  cycle 
of  ,,pagearits"  runs  to  8,740  lines,  far  exceeding  in  length  any 
of  the  series  of  Old  Testament  plays  occurring  in  the  earlier 
English  cycles.  And  the  text  which  is  here  presented,  it  must 
be  remembered,  is  a  torso.  The  fragment  of  the  play  of  Jacob 
with  which  the  MS.  now  begins  is  numbered  ,,The  6  Pagean". 
The  five  lost  plays  which  preceded  were  perhaps  (1)  The  Creation, 
2)  The  Temptation  and  Fall,  (3)  Gain  and  Abel,  (4)  Noah, 
(5)  Abraham.  Another  lost  play  was  the  ,,13th  Pageant".  This 
we  conclude  with  certainty  dealt  with  the  story  of  Ruth,  for 
the  gap  in  the  MS.  between  fols.  120  and  126  is  immediately 
preceded  by  the  ,,12  Pagean  of  Samson"  and  is  followed  by 
the  ,,14Pagean  of  Saul",  of  which  a  few  lines  have  been  lost 
at  the  beginning.  The  MS.  ends  imperfectly  in  ,,The  18 
Pageant  of  Naaman",  and  it  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  say 
how  far  the  author  carried  his  dramatization  of  Old  Testament 
history,  if,  indeed,  he  did  not  continue  his  cycle  into  the  New 
Testament.  Without  speculating  on  this  point,  however,  it  is 
certain  that  the  Stonyhurst  playwright  composed  a  cycle  of 
eighteen  Old  Testament  plays,  and  reckoning  the  lines  of  text, 
in  the  61  lost  leaves  on  the  basis  of  that  contained  in  the 
leaves  which  are  preserved  we  find  that  these  eighteen  plays 
must  have  amounted  to  no  less  than  13,000  lines! 

In  the  absence  of  direct  information  concerning  the  date 
or  the  authorship  of  the  Stonyhurst  pageants,  we  are  obliged 
to  rely  upon  such  evidence  as  is  afforded  by  the  language  of 
the  plays  and  the  sources  from  which  they  were  compiled.  It 
will  be  convenient  to  consider  first  the  linguistic  evidence. 

It  is  clear  at  the  outset  that  the  language  of  the  text 
presents  no  indications  of  date  which  differ  essentially  from 
that  of  the  hand  in  which  it  is  written:  both  may  confidently 
be  assigned  to  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Per 
haps  the  most  definite  chronological  test  from  the  point  of  view 
of  language  is  that  afforded  by  the  neuter  form  of  the  possess 
ive  pronoun.  The  first  appearance  of  its  in  place  of  the  older 
possessive  it  belongs  approximately,  according  to  the  New- 
English  Dictionary,  to  the  period  between  the  death  of  Shak- 
spere  and  the  publication  of  the  first  Folio: 
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Its  does  not  appear  in  any  of  the  works  of  Shak.  published  during  his 
life-time  (in  which  and  in  the  first  Folio  the  poss.  it  occurs  15  times)  but 
there  are  9  examples  of  it's  and  1  of  its  in  plays  first  printed  in  the  Folio 
of  1623.  By  this  time  it's  had  become  common  in  literature,  from  which  the 
poss.  use  of  it  soon  disappeared. 

The  Stonyhurst  plays,  now,  it  is  interesting  to  observe, 
exhibit  four  cases  of  the  possessive  form  it  (VIII.  78,  860;  IX. 
147;  X.  233)  but  not  a  single  instance  of  the  possessive  it's 
or  its.  In  other  words,  the  text  of  these  plays  adheres  con 
sistently  in  this  respect  to  the  older  usage,  so  that  if  one  were 
to  judge  on  the  basis  of  this  evidence  alone,  one  would  conclude 
that  these  plays  were  composed  no  later  than  1625. 

More  decisive,  however,  than  this  chronological  evidence 
are  the  traces  of  Northern  dialect  which  appear  in  the  language 
of  these  plays.  First  of  all  there  is  the  testimony  of  the  rimes. 
Even  the  most  careless  rimester  of  the  London  district  or  the 
South  of  England  would  hardly  rime  ow  and  aw.  Yet  the 
Stonyhurst  text  yields  the  following:  --  grow:  saw  (VII.  323), 
know:  law  (VIII.  23,  1495),  know:  straw  (VIII.  299),  do:  straw 
(XII.  215),  go:  law  (VIII.  947),  sawe:  know  (XV.  471),  saw:  also 
<XVII.  724),  law:  bestow  (XIV.  366),  draw:  narrow  (XVIII.  265). 

Moreover,  it  is  to  be. noted  that  y  and  ee  occur  regularly 
in  riming  position.  Thus  bee,  hee,  mee,  see,  thee,  and  tree  are 
made  to  rime  with,  by,  cry,  dry,  dye,  eye,  fly e,  I,  lye,  nigh,  thigh, 
t/nJ>  tye>  and  why. 

With  the  evidence  from  rimes  agrees  also  the  employment 
(in  most  cases)  of  the  Northern  ending  s  for  the  second  person 
singular.  For  example:  ihou  goes  (VIII.  1504;  IX.  14);  thou 
comes  (XIV.  743,  746);  thou  knowes  (XIV.  717,  1372;  XV.  670); 
thou  lyes  (XIV.  1172);  thou  hues  (XIV.  990);  ihou  gems  (Xv! 
362);  thou  sells  (VIII.  1460);  thou  stands  (IX.  179). 

Furthermore,  one  occasionally  comes  upon  words  and  forms 
which  point  definitely  to  the  Northern  counties.  To  this  class 
belong  the  following:  ken  (X.  129);  eyne  (VH.  758;  IX.  408) 
but  elsewhere  weyestt;  mare  (XVIII.  347)  but  elsewhere  .,more«: 
fitter*  (VIII.  1481),  i.e.  „  fragments"2*;  tneeres  (VIII.  990),  i.  e 
„  boundaries'-;  kinrtd  (IX.  247;  XIV.  767,  843;  XV.  206):  dawne 
-'09).  i.e.  .down"  (sb.):  i,rach  (XVI.  227),  i.e.  r breach44. 

-'•••  IV"n-d  by  Halliwell.  Dht.  of  Arvhnir  and  Prnmtn-ial  Wwd*  as 
a  Northern  word  in  use  in  Yorkshire. 
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The  appearance  of  these  unmistakable  instances  of  Northern 
'forms  naturally  directs  attention  first  of  all  toward  Lancashire, 
the  county  in  which,  as  we  have  seen,  the  Stonyhurst  MS.  has 
been  domiciled  since  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
And  by  referring  to  the  dialect  glossaries  one  may  assemble 
a  group  of  Lancashire  words  which  make  their  appearance  in 
the  Stonyhurst  plays.  The  Lancashire  provenance  of  the  words 
in  the  list  given  below  is  attested  by  one  or  more  of  the  fol 
lowing  glossaries: 

1.  John  Collier,  View  of  the  Lancashire  Dialect,  etc..  London 
1750  (contains  a  glossary  of  Lane.  Words  and  Phrases"). 

2.  Samuel  Bamford,  Dialect  of  South  Lancashire,  2nd.  ed. 
1854    (contains  —  pp.  151 — 264 — a   r  Glossary    of  Words    and 
Phrases  chiefly  used  and  understood  in  the  Rural  Districts  of 
South  Lancashire"  ...  By  Samuel  Bamford). 

3.  Nadal   and  Milner.    Glossary    of  the  Lancashire  Dialect, 
Manchester,  1875—82. 

Bledders  (bladders),  VIII.  544,  549,  554,    557.  [2] 

Brable  (to  brawl,  quarrel)  VIII.  111.  [1,  2,  3] 

Breeke  (brick,  bricks),  VIII.  120,  280,  296,  299,  312.  [2] 

•Childer  (children),  IX.  26;  XVII.  322.  [1,  2,  3] 

Hill  (to  cover),  XVII.  398  (pret).  [1,  2] 

Musen  (to  wonder),  VII.  102,  730,  947;  VIII.  73,  693; 

XVIII.  412,  958.  [1] 

Neene  (nine),  IX.  478;  X.  53,  72.  [1] 

Pritle-pratle  (childish  talk),  VIII.  112.  [3] 

Whaw  (an  exclamation),  XIV.  151.  [1,  2] 

Some  of  the  words  in  this  list,  for  example  childer  and 
.hill,  are  of  such  general  occurrence  that  we  cannot  appeal  to 
them  as  definite  indications  of  dialect.  But  others,  such  as 
breeke,  musen,  and  neene,  appear  to  point  distinctly  toward 
Lancashire.  The  list  taken  as  a  whole,  and  supported  as  it  is 
by  the  other  Northern  forms  already  noted,  makes  a  strong 
case  for  the  Lancashire  origin  of  the  cycle  and  thus  corrobo 
rates  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  language  the  evidence 
supplied  by  the  family  names  inscribed  on  the  margins  of  the 
manuscript. 

Our  inferences  as  to  date  and  place  of  composition  based 
upon  the  language  of  these  "pageants"  are  supplemented  in 
most  satisfactory  fashion  by  a  study  of  the  playwright's  sources. 

Ijefperia,  7.  H 
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For  whereas  we  were  able  from  the  language  to  establish  & 
more  or  less  tentative  terminus  ad  quern  for  the  Stonyhurst 
cycle,  an  examination  of  the  sources  supplies  us  with  a  per 
fectly  definite  terminus  a  quo.  In  our  inquiry  as  to  sources  it 
will  be  more  convenient  to  set  aside  for  separate  consideration 
the  Naaman  play,  which  differs  in  this  respect  from  all  the 
others,  and  to  confine  ourselves  for  the  present  to  the  text  of 
the  other  eleven  pageants. 

That  the  author  closely  followed  the  Scriptural  narrative 
in  small  details  and  even  in  phraseology  requires  no  demon 
stration.  But  it  is  possible  to  go  further  and  determine  which 
version  of  the  Bible  he  employed.  It  can  easily  be  shown  that 
he  did  not  make  use  of  the  Goverdale,  Geneva,  or  King  James 
versions.  The  retention  of  a  considerable  number  of  Latin 
words  (e.  g.  sciniphes,  sicer,  statua)  would,  of  course,  suggest 
that  his  direct  source  was  the  Vulgate,  especially  as  the 
spelling  of  proper  names  agrees  in  every  case  with  the  text 
of  the  Vulgate.  In  spite  of  these  close  agreements,  however, 
it  appears  that  the  author  of  the  Stonyhurst  plays  was  not 
following  the  Vulgate  at  first  hand,  but  that  he  used  instead 
the  English  translation  of  it  published  at  Douay  in  1609  —  10. 
This  Douay  version  not  only  preserves  unchanged  the  Vulgate 
spellings  of  proper  names  but  also  carries  over  without  trans 
lation  the  Latin  words  which  are  so  noticeable  in  the  Stony 
hurst  text.  The  phrasing  of  the  Douay  version,  moreover,  is 
reproduced  verbally  in  the  plays.  The  relationship  between  the 
two  texts  is  so  close,  indeed,  that  in  some  cases  obscurities  in 
the  Stonyhurst  text  are  cleared  up  by  referring  to  the  corre 
sponding  passage  in  the  Douay  version.  For  example,  Saul's 
statement  to  David:  ,,In  two  thou  shalt  be  my  sonne  in  law 
this  day"  (XIV.  853)  is  rendered  intelligible  on  comparing  the 
reading  of  the  Douay  Bible:  ,,In  two  thinges  thou  shalt  be  my 
sonne  in  lawe  this  day"  (I  Kings  xviii.  21.). 

But  the  Stonyhurst  playwright  not  only  followed  with  an 
attentive  eye  the  text  of  the  Douay  Bible:  he  also  read  and 
used  for  his  purpose  the  marginal  notes  and  the  „ Annotations" 
subjoined  to  the  several  chapters  by  the  Douay  editors,  as  may 
be  shown  by  citing  a  few  examples. 

The  following  is  the  Douay  text  of  Exodus  viii.  16,  together 
wrth  the  marginal  note: 
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•:•  The  3  plague  sciniphes,  And  our  Lord  said  to  Moyses: 


smale  flying  beastes,  especial 
ly  molesting  mens  eyes. 
Philo.  1.  i.  de  vita  Moysi. 


Speake  to  Aaron:  Stretch  forth 
thy  rodde,  and  strike  the  dust 
of  the  earth:  and  be  there 

• :  -  Sciniphes  in  the  whole  Lord  [sic] 
of  jEgypt. 


With  this  compare  the  Eighth  Pageant  (vv.  462—5): 

Moyses  to  Aaron  therefore  say:  Go  and  stretch  forth  thy  hand 
&  the  dust  of  the  earth  stryke  wth  thy  rod,  &  all  the  land 
of  jEgipt  shall  wth  Sciniphes  (wch  are  smale  beastes  that  flye 
&  do,  especially  mens  eyes  molest)  infected  bee. 

Similarly  the  description  of  the  Locusts  of  the  Eighth  Plague 
is  taken  from  the  marginal  note  on  Exodus  x.  4,  which  reads: 

•:•  The  8  Plague  Innumerable  locustes,  litle  flying  beastes  with  long 
hinder  legges  that  destroy  graine,  grasse  &  fruict. 

With  this  compare  the  language   of  the  Stonyhurst  play  (vv. 
619—20): 

I  will  Locusts  to  morrow  sende,  wch  are  litle  flyinge  beastes 
haueing  longe  hinder  legges,  &  grasse,  &  fruites,  &  grayne  anoy. 

Again  compare  the  marginal  note  on  Deut.  xxxiii.  6, 
relating  to  the  burial  of  Moses,  - 

• :  •  Onlie  Angels  (whose  ministerie  God  vsed  herein)  knew  the  place  of 
his  burial:  lest  the  lewes  prone  to  idolatrie  might  haue  honored  him  for 
God,- 

with    the    following   lines    from    the    Stonyhurst    play    (VIII. 
1575_7): 

w*h  the  place  of  his  buriall  only  th' Angels  were  acquainted 

whose  ministery  god  vs'd  there  in  lest  lewes  should  hym  haue  honoured 

as  god  hym  self,  yf  they  had  knowne,  beinge  rone  [sic]  vnto  Idolatry, 

Three  other  marginal  notes  from  the  Douay  Bible  may  be 
cited  here  for  comparison  with  the  corresponding  lines  in  the 
Stonyhurst  text.  The  following  note  on  Josh.  x.  20  should  be 
compared  with  Pageant  IX.  495 — 7: 

God  so  disposed  that  they  should  not  coquer  al  in  one  yeare :  lest  the 
land  had  benne  brought  into  a  wildernes,  and  beastes  increased  against  them 
Exod.  23.  v.  29. 

The  following  note  on  I  Kings  IV.  18  is  to  be  compared 
with  Pageant  XIV.  181—3: 

This  zele  of  religion  in  Heli  towards  the  arke,  is  a  great  signe  that  he 
died  in  good  state  though  he  was  temporally  punished  for  not  correcting  his 
sonnes. 
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Finally  one  may  compare  the  following  note  on  II  Kings 
xvi.  21  with  Pageant  XV.  357—60: 

The  people  doubting  lest  Absalo  might  be  reconciled  to  his  father,  were 
not  assured  vnto  him  til  they  saw  such  a  crime  committed  as  semed  to  make 
reconciliatio  impossible. 

Further  evidence  is  hardly  required  to  establish  the  Douay 
Bible  as  the  direct  source  used  by  the  author  of  the  Stony- 
hurst  plays;  but  we  shall  gain  a  clearer  understanding  of  his 
methods  if  we  observe  the  way  in  which  he  collects  material 
for  his  purpose  from  the  „ Annotations"  which  stand  in  the 
Douay  Bible  at  the  ends  of  the  chapters.  As  the  edition  of 
1009  is  not  readily  accessible  it  will  be  a  convenience  to  re 
print  several  extracts  from  these  Annotations,  leaving  the  reader 
to  make  the  comparison  with  the  Ston}'hurst  text. 

Annotations  on  Genesis  xlii  (Gf.  Pageant  VII.  467— 73): 

loseph  afflicted  his  bretheren  to  bring  them  into  consideration  of  their 

former  faultes,  and  to  true  contrition.    Without  which,  though  iniuries   be 

,  remitted  by  men,  yet  the  offenders  are  not  absolued  before  God.    Therfore 

he  louing  them  and  hating  their  sinne,  by  affliction  brought  them  to  vnder- 

standing. 

Annotations  on  Judges  xi  (Gf.  Pageant  XL  249—92): 

39.  Did  to  her  as  He  had  vowed.}  Whether  lephte  did  wel  or  no  in 
sacrificing  his  daughter,  hauing  vowed  to  offer  in  sacrifice  whosoeuer  (or 
whatsoeuer)  should  first  mete  him  returning  with  victorie,  as  it  hapened  she 
did,  is  a  great  amd  hard  question,  saieth  S.  Augustin  (q.  49  in  lib.  ludic.) 
and  not  easily  decided,  the  holie  scripture  neither  approuing  nor  reprouing 
his  fact.  Neuertheles  by  conference  of  other  scriptures  and  discourse  of  reason, 
he  iudgeth  it  most  probable  that  lephte  offended  in  vowing  without  special 
warrant  from  God,  to  sacrifice,  that  which  by  the  law  was  not  sacrificable; 
yet  sinned  not  in  performing  his  vow,  but  rather  pacified  God  therby,  whose 
wil  it  semed  to  be,  that  for  punishment  of  his  sinne  he  should  sacrifice  his 
daughter  because  by  his  diuine  prouidence  she  first  mette  him:  and  the 
omission  might  rather  haue  benne  for  his  natural  loue  towards  his  onlie 
childe.  then  for  the  vnlawfulnes  of  the  sacrifice:  seing  it  once  pleased  God 
to  command  Abraham  to  immolate  his  sonne  Isaac,  though  when  it  came  to 
execution,  he  forbade  the  same,  appointing  an  other  hoste  in  place  of  the 
childe.  which  here  he  did  not.  Neither  was  it  iniurious  to  the  daughter, 
seing  she,  as  al  mankinde,  must  once  die  when  God  appointeth.  Yea  further 
she  offered  her  self  freely  (which  semed  to  be  by  Gods  instinct)  willing  her 
father  to  do  to  her  whatsoeuer  he  had  promised  to  God.  This  is  the  summe 
of  S.  Augustins  large  discourse.  Likewise  S.  Ambrose  (li.  3  de  Officiis  c.  12.) 
supposeth  assuredly  that  this  prince  lephte  offended  in  vowing  vnaduisedly, 
for  it  also  repented  him.  when  his  daughter  first  mette  him:  yet  that  with 
gwttie  feare  and  dreadc  he  performed  to  his  own  bitter  paine  that  which 
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he  had  promised:  instituting  an  anniuersarie  lamentation  of  his  daughter,  for 
a  warning  to  posteritie  of  more  circumspection  in  making  vowes.  S.  Hierom. 
also  (li.  i.  aduers.  louinian.)  approueth  their  opinion  that  say:  It  was 
Gods  ordinance  lephte  should  feele  the  errour  of  his  vnaduised  vow,  by  the 
death  of  his  daughter,  for  a  document  to  others.  The  very  same  teacheth 
S.  Chrisostom,  (ho.  14.  ad  pop.  Antioch.)  that  God  would  haue  this  errour 
to  he  thus  punished,  that  others  might  be  warned  from  vowing  the  like. 
S.  Gregoire  Naziazen  (or at.  de  Machabeis)  preferring  the  martyrdome  of  the 
seuen  brothers  and  their  mother,  befor  this  sacrifice  of  lephte  as  more 
aduised,  and  more  honorable,  yet  condemneth  not  this,  but  recounteth  it 
amongst  other  commendable  actes.  Theodoret  (q.  19  in  ludic.)  and  al  the 
aforesaid  fathers  do  highly  commend  the  daughters  promptnes  in  offering  her 
self  to  be  sacrificed,  which  either  much  extenuated  her  fathers  fault,  or 
wholly  iustified  his  fact.  Thus  the  ancient  fathers  moderate  their  censures. 
Yet  a  new  glosser  of  the  English  Bible  without  scruple  sayeth,  that  by  his 
rash  vow,  and  ^o^cked  performance  his  victorie  was  defaced;  and  againe, 
that  he  was  ouercome  with  blinde  Zele,  not  considering  whether  the  vow 
was  lawful  or  no. 

Annotations  on  Judges  xvi  (Gf.  Pageant  XII.  383— 90):  - 
Manie  thinges  do  iustifie  Samsons  fact  in  killing  himself  with  the 
Philisthiims.  First  it  appeareth  by  the  miracle  that  God  directly  and  extra 
ordinarily  concurred  by  restoring  in  that  moment  his  admirable  streingth, 
that  he  could  pull  downe  two  such  pillers.  And  conformably  we  may  gather 
that  God  inspired  his  mind  to  attempt  this  fact,  and  so  he  erred  not,  but 
obeyed  God  herein  ....  And  in  this  act  especially  he  was  a  figure  of  Christ, 
who  chiefly  by  his  death  conquered  his  enemies. 

Annotations  on  I  Kings  viii  (Gf.  Pageant  XIV.  299— 307):  - 
For  so  much  as  God  had  chosen  Israel  a  peculiar  people  to  him  self, 
and  hitherto  ruled  the  same  by  his  Priestes  established  among  them,  and  by 
ludges  extraordinarily  raised  vp,  and  sent  by  him,  to  deliver  them  in  their 
distresses,  their  demand  now  to  haue  a  King,  who  (after  the  manner  of  other 
nations)  should  be  their  Lord,  and  haue  more  dignitie,  and  authoritie  ouer 
them,  then  Dukes  or  ludges  had,  is  interpreted,  as  in  effect  to  reiect  God: 
in  that  they  disliked,  &  sought  to  change  his  forme  of  gouernment.  And 
therfore  this  request  of  the  people  iustly  displeased  both  Samuel  and  God  himself. 
The  discovery  that  the  Douay  Bible  was  the  direct  source 
used  by  the  author  of  the  Stonyhurst  pageants  yields  two 
conclusions  of  importance  in  regard  to  the  date  and  author 
ship  of  these  plays.  First,  they  could  not  possibly  have  been 
composed  before  1609,  the  year  in  which  the  first  volume  of 
the  Douay  Old  Testament  was  published.  If  we  accept  1625 
as  a  fairly  reasonable  terminus  ad  quern,  in  view  of  the 
linguistic  evidence,  we  shall  have  as  the  probable  upper  and 
and  lower  limits  for  the  composition  of  the  Stonyhurst  cycle 
the  years  1610  and  1625. 
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Secondy,  the  author  of  these  pageants  was  a  Roman 
Catholic.  In  view  of  the  well-known  activity  of  the  Catholics 
throughout  Lancashire  during  the  reign  of  James  this  fact 
accords  well  with  the  evidences  of  Lancashire  dialect  which  we 
have  observed  in  the  plays.  Or  one  might  possibly  surmise 
that  the  plays  were  actually  written  at  the  English  college  in 
Douay  by  a  student  from  Lancashire  —  a  county  which  sent 
perhaps  a  larger  number  than  any  other  to  be  trained  for 
orders  in  the  Roman  church26.  It  would,  of  course,  be  easy 
to  account  for  the  presence  of  the  Stonyhurst  volume  in 
Lancashire  by  supposing  that  the  author  on  his  return  from 
Douay  brought  it  back  with  him  to  his  native  county. 

But,  one  may  object,  does  not  the  fact  that  the  author  of 
these  plays  used  an  English  text  of  the  Bible  as  his  basis 
rather  than  the  Vulgate  make  it  more  probable  that  he  was 
a  layman?  And  this  objection  might  seemto.be  confirmed  by 
the  evidences  of  carelessness  which  have  already  been  pointed 
out.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  though  the 
text  of  these  plays  was  written  with  a  careless  pen,  it  con 
veys  no  suggestion  in  either  spelling,  grammar,  or  vocabulary 
of  illiteracy  or  even  of  insufficient  education.  Indeed,  —  to 
cite  one  curious  detail  —  the  author  observes  a  grammatical 
distinction  between  the. temporal  and  the  illative  use  of  sith 
and  since,  always  employing  sith  in  the  illative  sense  and  since 
in  the  temporal  sense.  That  he  should  have  preserved  this 
distinction  without  a  single  exception  makes  it  clear  that  he 
had  at  least  some  feeling  for  grammar. 

More  significant  still  as  an  indication  that  the  author  of 
these  plays  had  received  clerical  training,  is  the  extensive 
acquaintance  with  Plautus  which  he  shows  in  the  Naaman 
play.  This  matter  of  Plautine  influence  is  merely  mentioned 
at  this  point  on  account  of  its  obvious  bearing  on  the 
question  under  discussion;  the  evidence  will  be  presented  later 
in  detail. 

If,  as  seems  more  probable,  the  author  of  the  Stonyhurst 
cycle  was  a  priest,  or  at  least  was  in  training  for  the  priest 
hood,  he  would  almost  certainly  have  been  a  member  of  the 

6  The  number  of  admissions  recorded  from  Lancashire  in  the  Douay 
Diary  (pub.  by  the  Catholic  Record  Soc.)  is  particularly  noteworthy. 
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Jesuit  order,  which  at  that  time  was  turning  its  energies  with 
unremitting  zeal  to  missionary  propaganda  in  England.  The 
English  College  at  Douay,  it  will  also  be  remembered,  was 
conducted  by  the  Jesuits.  In  this  connection  one  may  per 
haps  find  some  significance  in  the  appearance  in  the  Pageant 
of  Saul  of  a  minor  character  bearing  the  name  ,,Loyolus"  (see 
page  154).  Beyond  this  it  is  profitless  to  conjecture  on  the 
basis  of  the  evidence  at  hand.  The  results  of  our  enquiry  may 
be  summed  up  in  a  word :  the  Stoiiyhurst  plays  seem  to  have 
been  composed  by  a  Lancashireman  between  the  years  1610 
and  1625;  their  author  was  certainly  a  Roman  Catholic;  he 
was  probably  a  priest  or  in  training  for  the  priesthood;  and  he 
may  perhaps  have  been  a  member  of  the  Jesuit  order. 

With  these  conclusions  in  mind  we  might  expect  to  detect 
in  these  scriptural  plays  some  controversial  or  propagandist 
purpose,  discreetly  cloaking  under  the  guise  of  Scriptural  story 
allusions  to  contemporary  religious  or  political  conditions.  Any 
such  expectation,  however,  will  be  disappointed:  so  far  as 
we  can  judge  the  author  had  no  other  object  than  to  present 
a  faithful  dramatization  of  the  chief  events  in  Old  Testament 
history.  In  the  Annotations  of  the  Douay  Bible,  which  as  we 
have  seen  supplied  material  more  than  once  for  the  plays, 
controversial  matters  are  frequently  discussed;  but  all  these  are 
sedulously  avoided  by  the  Stonyhurst  playwright. 

If  conversion  was  not  the  aim  in  these  plays,  neither  was 
it  diversion  —  though  here  again  it  is  necessary  to  set  aside 
the  Naaman  play  as  an  exception  which  must  be  separately 
considered.  Restricting  ourselves  for  the  present  to  the  other 
„ Pageants",  we  note  that  the  author  lets  pass  all  opportunities 
for  humorous  scenes.  What  he  may  have  done  with  the 
character  of  Noah's  wife  We  cannot  say,  for  that  play  has  been 
lost,  but  we  have  some  basis  for  inference  in  his  treatment  of 
the  story  of  Balaam.  Neither  Balaam  nor  the  ass  is  once  brought 
upon  the  stage,  but  the  whole  story  is  left  to  be  told  by  the 
•Chorus  (see  page  88). 

Similarly  the  author  disappoints  us  by  his  lack  of  lyric 
fervor  in  dealing  with  scenes  of  mirth  und  rejoicing.  When 
the  Israelites  worship  the  golden  calf  in  the  wilderness  a  fine 
opportunity  is  presented  for  a  revelling  scene,  but  the  matter 
is  disposed  of  in  this  fashion: 


.).>  Introduction. 

Come  we'l  sitt  downe  to  eate  and  drinke.  Now  let's  ryse  and  play  merely 
Hey  day:  these  are  thy  gods  Israeli  that  brought  thee  out  of  ^gipt 
Na  other  gods  but  this  we  haue  &  prostrate  we'l  adore  yt27. 

Or  one  may  take  the  case  of  the  return  of  the  Ark  to  the 
Israelites  by  the  Philistines.  The  rejoicing  of  Israel  is  ex 
pressed  as  follows: 

The  Arke  of  god  is  come  into  our  campe.    let's  all  be  glad. 

Whaw,  whaw,  whaw,  whaw28. 

Such  merrymaking  has  about  as  much  spontaneity  as  a  college 

.yell". 

In  the  same  way  our  author  seldom  appreciates  the  op 
portunities  afforded  by  a  great  dramatic  situation,  such  as  the 
blind  Samson  groping  for  the  pillars  of  the  Philistine  temple, 
or  Elias  confronting  the  prophets  of  Baal  on  Mount  Carmel. 
Both  of  these  he  leaves  for  the  ,,Nunciusu  to  narrate  to  the 
audience.  In  one  scene  only  —  that  of  Jephte  and  his  daughter 
can  he  be  said  to  enter  into  the  tragic  situation.  Here  the 
anguish  of  Jephte  and  the  resolution  of  his  daughter  exhorting 
him  to  perform  his  vow  produce  a  real  pathos,  which  is  com 
parable  to  that  in  the  well-known  Abraham  and  Isaac  play  of 
the  early  religious  drama. 

Apart  from  the  tragic  interest  in  the  story  of  Jephte  and 
his  vow,  a  reason  for  the  comparative  success  of  this  Pageant 
may  be  found  in  the  greater  unity  of  the  action,  and  its  free 
dom  from  the  wearisome  and  irrelevant  detail  which  clogs  the 
Pageants  of  Moyses,  losue,  Saul,  and  Elias.  This  simpler  story 
the  Stonyhurst  author  was  able  to  dramatize  more  successfully, 
.just  as  he  probably  succeeded,  we  may  suppose,  in  the  lost 
Pageant  of  Ruth.  But  when  it  came  to  the  labyrinthine 
wanderings  of  the  Israelites  in  the  desert  or  to  the  repeated 
slaughters  of  the  Ganaanites,  our  author's  fidelity  to  the  details 
of  the  Scriptural  narrative  proved  fatal.  The  ten  plagues  of 
Egypt,  likewise,  follow  one  another  in  a  tedious  series.  Dramatic 
interest  is  sacrificed  to  historical  exactness,  and,  instead  of 
plays  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  these  pageants  become 
merely  chronicles  in  dialogue  form. 

Some  abridgment  of  the  narrative,  however,  even  our  author 
found  to  be  necessary.  And  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  to 

27  VIII.  1048—50.  *»  XIV.  151—2. 
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introduce  interpretative  comment,  he  makes  frequent  use  of  the 
device  of  the  ,,Chorus",  as  it  is  styled  in  Pageants  VII,  VIII, 
and  X,  or  the  ,,Nuncius"  of  the  other  Pageants.  Between  the 
two  terms  not  the  slightest  distinction  in  function  is  recogniz 
able,  and  either  ,, Chorus"  or  ,,Nuncius"  appears  in  all  the 
pageants  except  the  last  —  another  respect  in  which  the  Play 
of  Naaman  stands  in  a  class  by  itself. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  extent  to  which  the  play 
wright  employed  the  „  Chorus"  or  ,,Nuncius"  in  the  several 
Pageants: 

Pageant.       Total  line*.       )}Chorus"  or  ,,Nuncius".       Percentage. 

VII  1048  22  2.1 

VIII  1584  244  15.4 

IX  552  74  11.6 

X  310  124  40. 

XI  292  54  18.5 

XII  392  140  35.7 
XIV                1445                             577  39.9 

XV  690  240  34.8 

XVI  370  188  50.8 

XVII  815  443  54.4 

In  the  comparatively  short  Pageant  of  Elias  14  speeches 
are  assigned  to  ,,Nuncius",  and  in  the  Pageant  of  Saul  ^uncius" 
speaks  no  less  than  25  times.  It  will  be  noticed  that  as  the 
author  progressed  with  his  cycle  he  shows  a  tendency  to  make 
more  and ,  more  use  of  these  explanatory  or  narrative  speeches, 
until  in  Pageants  XVI  and  XVII  actually  more  than  half  of  the 
lines  are  spoken  by  ,,Nuncius". 

Though  the  use  of  Ihe  terms  ,, Chorus"  and  ,,Nunciusu 
might  suggest  that  the  appearance  of  this  feature  in  the 
Stonyhurst  plays  was  due  to  classical  dramatic  tradition,  the 
function  which  is  assigned  to  these  characters  is  not  an  in 
heritance  from  classical  tradition  but  is  rather  a  survival  of  the 
,,Doctor"  of  the  older  religious  drama.  Still  more  interesting 
is  an  influence  from  a  wholly  different  quarter  which  is  re 
cognizable  in  these  Stonyhurst  Choruses.  Their  phraseology 
contains  now  and  again  such  distinct  echoes  of  the  Choruses 
in  Henry  V  that  one  finds  one's  self  turning  repeatedly  to 
Shakspere's  text  with  a  strong  impression  that  phrases  have 
been  directly  appropriated  by  the  Stonyhurst  playwright.  The- 
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introductory  phrases,  "you  must  imagine  now"  and  "you  must 
suppose",  both  of  which  recall  the  Chorus  in  Henry  V,  are 
employed  six  times  and  three  times  respectively  by  the  Stony- 
hurst  Chorus. 

Another  reminiscence  of  Henry  V  —  though  this  is  of  a 
vaguer  sort  —  may  be  detected  in  the  scene  where  Jephte  sends 
an  ambassador  to  make  demands  of  the  King  of  Ammon  (see 
pp.  127—129).  The  somewhat  formal  argument  of  the  case  by 
the  Legate,  the  scornful  rejection  of  the  demands  by  the  King 
of  Ammon,  and  Jephte's  quiet  confidence  in  accepting  the 
challenge,  may  be  compared  with  the  diplomatic  interchanges 
between  Henry  V  and  the  French  King  in  Act.  I,  Scene  2. 
The  only  other  Shaksperian  play  with  which  the  Stonyhurst 
author  betrays  an  acquaintance  is  Othello™.  Even  this  is  dis 
closed  quite  incidentally  through  the  appropriation  of  the  name 
Brabantio  for  the  Chief  Baker  in  the  Pageant  of  Joseph80. 

Aside  from  these  two  Shaksperian  plays  one  searches  in 
vain  for  any  traces  of  the  influence  of  the  greater  Elizabethans 
upon  the  author  of  the  Stonyhurst  cycle.  In  meter  as  well  as 

29  Traces  of  the  influence  of  Othello  in  the  text  of  the  Stonyhurst  plays 
are  too  slight  to  be  relied  upon.  In  XVII.  810  we  find  the  phrase  ,,the 
bitternes  of  coloquintida".  In  the  Douay  Bible,  which  served  as  his  general 
source,  the  form  is  ^colocynthides" :  but  Shakspere  wrote  ,,bitter  as  colo- 
quintida"  (Othello  I.  Ill,  345). 

80  A  study  of  the  sources  from  which  the  Stonyhurst  playwright 
borrowed  names  for  his  minor  characters  might  lead  to  interesting  conclu 
sions.  In  some  cases  he  drew  upon  genealogical  resources  in  other  parts  ot 
the  Old  Testament,  as  when  he  takes  the  name  ,,Eglaa  (one  of  the  wives 
of  David;  cf.  II  Kings  3:5.)  for  Moses'  sister,  or  gives  the  name  ^Elon^ 
(the  father-in-law  of  Esau;  cf.  Gen.  36  :  2)  to  one  of  the  Egyptians.  To  one 
of  the  task-masters  of  Egypt  he  gave  the  name  ^Hormaa,  which  was  really 
a  place  name.  But  when  one  turns  to  Num.  21  :  3:  ,,Et  vocavit  nomen 
loci  ittius  Horma,  id  est,  anathema",  one  sees  that  the  name  was  not 
applied  unintelligently.  In  several  cases  he  uses  common  nouns  as  personal 
names,  e.  g.  Pistor  (Pageant  VIII),  Sulcus  (Pageant  X),  Molina  and  Botilla 
(Pageant  XVI).  But  for  the  great  bulk  of  the  personal  names  with  which 
he  was  obliged  to  fit  out  his  minor  characters  he  drew  upon  classical  and 
romantic  sources.  Thus  in  Pageant  VII  we  find  Glaucus,  Balbo,  Syphax, 
Arbastus  and  Demetria;  in  Pageant  VIII,  Batzo,  Bomar,  Rubal,  and  the 
enchanters  Mogul  and  Begor;  in  Pageant  IX,  Pedro,  Roncus,  Grizo,  and 
Gildas(l);  in  Pageant  X,  Brunus,  Marco,  Rullus,  and  Bembo;  in  Pageant  XI. 
Gryphus,  Polax,  Ardellio,  and  Burbo.  In  the  later  Pageants  the  occurrence 
of  classical  and  romantic  names  is  even  more  noticeable. 
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in  dramatic  technique  these  pageants  are  to  be  classed  with 
the  amorphous  plays  of  the  early  years  of  Elizabeth's  reign. 
The  long  septenary  line  in  which  they  are  written  was  one 
which  had  repeatedly  been  employed  by  translators  from  the 
classics —  for  example  Golding,  Phaer,  and  Chapman  —  but  had 
seldom  been  used  in  the  drama,  to  which  it  was  obviously 
unsuited.  Indeed,  the  only  example  which  I  have  noted  of  a 
play  in  the  septenary  couplet,  is  Horestes  8J.  Richard  Edwards 
also  introduced  a  few  passages  in  the  seven-accent  line  in  his 
Misogonus  (Prologue,  and  Act  IV.  Scene  I,  v.  149  ff.)  though 
these  were  not  in  couplets  but  inx  alternate  rime. 

It  is  with  such  early  dramatic  work,  then,  that  the  Stony- 
hurst  plays  are  to  be  classed  from  the  point  of  view  of  meter. 
In  one  respect  alone  does  the  meter  show  any  point  of  com 
parison  with  later  plays,  and  that  is  in  the  large  number  of 
run-on  lines.  Such  examples  as  the  following  occur  repeatedly : 

But  at  the  length  (for  I'd  confesse  my  synne)  I  dyd  remember 
(though  after  two  yeares  space)  the  Hebrew  that  was  fellow  prisoner 
with  me,  &  with  the  baker,  who  to  us  our  dreames  interpreted 
most  truly,  as  by  the  event  was  playnly  after  proved82. 

Lines  like  these  run  together  so  closely  that  the  ear  could 
hardly  distinguish  them  from  prose.  The  rimes  in  the  Stony- 
hurst  plays  were  rendered  even  more  obscure  by  the  author's 
extraordinary  notions  of  versification.  To  his  mind  rime  might 
fall  equally  well  on  accented  or  unaccented  syllables,  and  it 
might  even  stand  in  a  light  extra  syllable  at  the  end  of  the 
regular  seven-foot  measure. 

Thus  in  the  lines  just  quoted  prisoner  is  regarded  as  riming 
with  remember  and  proved  with  interpreted.  Accordingly,  it  was 
possible  to  rime  the  preterite  forms  of  any  weak  verbs  and 
such  -ed  rimes  actually  occur  very  frequently. 

Such  were  the  rules  in  his  system  of  rime.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  even  these  liberal  rules  were  not  always  strictly  ob 
served.  One  might  collect  several  scores  of  cases  of  careless 
rimes  or  of  assonance  as  a  substitute  for  rime:  the  following 
examples  are  all  taken  from  the  Pageant  of  Joseph :  —  pieces  •' 


31  Ed.  A.  Brandl,  Quetten  des  weltlichen  Dramas. 

32  VII.  297-300.   Cf.  also,   in  the   same  pageant,   vv.  405,  407,   415 
and  419. 
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merchandyse;   price  :  marchandize ;  wilfulnes  :  disperse;  ludas  : 
lyonesse;  grapes  :  shipps;  litle  :  tricle. 

We  come  finally  to  consider  the  dramatic  method  employed 
by  the  author  of  these  pageants,  and  to  inquire  wLat  purpose 
he  had  in  composing  them.  In  judging  of  these  questions, 
we  must  not  forget  that  we  are  dealing  not  with  a  number 
of  separate  plays  but  with  a  cycle.  Indeed,  each  pageant  is 
usually  linked  to  the  one  which  follows  by  an  allusion  introduced 
into  the  lines  with  which  it  concludes.  The  last  two  lines  of 
the  ,,Pageant  of  losue"  supply  atypical  example  of  this  linking: 

But  who  now  after  losues  death  shall  be  ye  peoples  leader 
They  w**  our  lord  consulting  are,  &  shall  be  knowne  here  after. 

The  ,,Pagean  of  Gideon",  which  follows,  takes  up  the  thread  of 
the  story  in  these  words: 

Since  losues  death  children  of  Israeli  haue  our  Lord  consulted 
Who  shall  before  them  go  agaynst  the  Chananeit,  etc. 

The  series  of  pageants  covering  the  Old  Testament  history 
from  the  beginning  of  Exodus  to  the  end  of  Judges  (Pageants 
VIII— XII)  are  thus  joined  together  by  end-links.  But  what 
seems  to  be  a  sharp  line  of  cleavage  appears  at  the  end  of 
Pageant  XII,  which  concludes  with  the  words  „&  so  this  story's 
ended".  Whether  the  lost  play  of  Ruth  (Pageant  XIII)  was 
linked  to  that  of  Saul  we  cannot  say,  but  from  Saul  to  Naa- 
man  (XIV — XVIII)  we  have  a  series  devoted  to  the  historical 
events  in  the  Books  of  Kings33,  and  these  plays  are  carefully 
linked  together.  The  evidence  is  too  imperfect  to  be  decisive, 
but  there  is  some  basis  for  supposing  that  the  Pageants  I— VII, 
which  dealt  with  incidents  in  Genesis,  comprised  one  group  in 
the  Stonyhurst  cycle,  while  Pageants  VIII— XII  constituted  a 
second  group,  and  Pageants  XIII— XVIII  made  up  a  third  group. 
The  most  natural  explanation  of  such  a  division  into  groups 
would  be  that  each  group  was  intended  to  comprise  a  single 
day's  performance.  It  is  difficult,  on  the  one  hand,  to  see  how 
an  author  could  have  expected  the  entire  cycle  to  be  performed 
in  one  day,  and  it  is  clear,  on  tke  other  hand,  that  he  intended 
certain  of  the  pageants  to  follow  without  delay  those  which 

w  According  to  the  Vulgate  and  the  Douay  Bible  the  Books  of  Samue 
are  known  as  the  First  and  Second  Books  of  Kings. 
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preceded.     Accordingly   some   such   division  into   groups  was 
necessary. 

The  text  of  the  Stonyhurst  pageants  is  not  supplied  with 
any  stage  directions,  nor  is  the  division  into  scenes  indicated. 
At  the  same  time  the  lines  themselves  afford  explicit  guidance 
in  almost  every  case  in  regard  to  entrances  and  exits,  and  thus 
make  it  easy  to  mark  off  the  pageants  into  scenes,  for  a  scene 
invariably  concludes  with  the  stage  empty.  Some  difference 
of  method  appears  between  the  earlier  and  later  pageants.  The 
,Pagean  of  loseph'  may  be  taken  as  an  example  of  one  and  the 
,Pagean  of  Saul'  of  the  other.  As  usual  the  Pageant  of  Naaman 
stands  apart  from  all  the  others,  with  a  method  of  its  own. 

The  ,Pagean  of  Joseph'  is  divisible  into  twenty-one  scenes 
concluding  respectively  with  lines  30,  78,  132,  158,  178,  236, 
288,  378,  412,  438,  476,  530,  570?  596,  702,  728,  794,  862, 
916,  1024,  and  1048. 

Only  once  is  the  successsion  of  scenes  interrupted  by  the 
appearance  of  the  ,,Chorus"  (vv.  379— -400),  which  is  introduced 
to  mark  the  only  considerable  interval  in  the  action  —  the  time 
covering  the  marriage  of  Joseph  to  Asenath  and  the  seven 
years  of  plenty.  In  one  instance  the  ending  of  a  scene  appears 
to  fall  within  the  lines  of  a  speech,  but  this  difficulty  disappears 
on  closer  examination.  Arbastus  after  speaking  line  570  — 

I  will  my  lord,  come  wth  me  freinds:  you  heare  what  he  dyd  say  — 
is  supposed  to  make  his  exit  with  the  brethren  of  Joseph  leav 
ing  the  stage  empty,  and  concluding  the  scene.  The  next  line 
(v.  571)  marks  his  reappearance  solus  at  the  beginning  of  the 
following  scene.  In  general  we  cannot  mistake  the  scene 
divisions  if  we  pay  careful  heed  to  the  cue  lines,  "So  let's  be 
gone",  and  the  like. 

In  the  ,Pagean  of  Saul',  unlike  that  of  Joseph,  the  entire 
action  is  dominated  by  the  ,,Nuncius"  who  makes  the  opening 
and  closing  speeches,  and  appears  at  the  end  of  almost  every 
scene  to  contribute  information  to  the  audience  and  to  introduce 
the  following  scene.  The  action  itself  is  divisible  into  twenty- 
four  scenes  concluding  respectively  with  lines  28,  80,  138, 
194,  298,  330,  378,  410,  430,  510,  598,  620,  646,  670,  763, 
783,  807,  835,  901,  977,  1038,  1099  and  1119. 

In  some  cases  the  action  is  shifted  within  a  single  scene, 
as  for  example  from  the  camp  of  the  Israelites  to  the  camp  of 
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the  Philistines,  or  again  when  Saul  sets  out  to  seek  the  asses 
and  in  the  next  line  announces  that  he  has  already  passed  by 
Mount  Ephraim,  etc.  Such  shifts  are  familiar  enough  in  the 
older  religious  plays,  and  could  easily  have  been  managed  by 
having  different  ,,stations"  on  the  stage. 

In  general  the  scene  divisions  and  the  stage-craft  in  these 
pageants  —  with  the  exception  of  the  ,Pagean  of  Naaman*  — 
follow  without  essential  modification  the  traditions  of  the  me 
diaeval  religious  drama. 

The  ,,Pagean  of  Naaman"  —  the  last  of  the  extant  plays 
in  the  Stonyhurst  cycle  —  differs  so  radically  from  all  the  others 
in  method,  tone,  and  dramatic  invention  that  we  should  not 
hesitate  to  regard  it  as  produced  by  another  author  did  not  the 
language  and  the  versification  stamp  it  indubitably  as  the  work 
of  the  Stonyhurst  playwright.  As  it  is,  the  Naaman  play  stands 
as  a  remarkable  example  of  what  our  author  was  able  to  ac 
complish  when  he  cut  himself  loose  from  .the  limitations  of  his 
earlier  method.  Thus  far  he  had  followed  slavishly  the  incidents 
and  even  the  phraseology  of  the  Biblical  text.  But  in  the 
pageant  of  Naaman  the  Scriptural  narrative  supplies  the  bare 
outline  of  the  central  plot.  Around  this  the  author  has  woven 
a  fabric  of  incident  and  character  for  which  he  found  his  pattern 
chiefly  in  classical  comedy.  Situations  and  even  the  names  of 
characters  are  borrowed  from  the  plays  of  Plautus,  with  which 
he  shows  himself  thoroughly  acquainted84. 

The  influence  of  his  Latin  models  is  evident  in  the  first 
place  in  the  scene  division  of  the  Naaman  play  as  contrasted 
with  the  others  in  the  cycle.  This  pageant,  up  to  the  point 
where  the  manuscript  breaks  off,  contains  only  eight  scenes, 
ending  respectively  with  lines  242,  607,  687,  823 85,  839,  905, 
1070,  and  1136".  Again  this  pageant  is  the  only  one  in  which 
neither  „ Chorus"  nor  ,,Nuncius"  is  introduced.  As  has  already 
been  noted  the  function  of  these  characters  in  the  other  pageants 
closely  resembles  that  of  the  ,,Doctor"  in  the  mediaeval  religious 
drama.  More  significant  still  is  the  frequent  employment  in 

84  At  my  suggestion  Miss  Helen  EmmaWieand  of  the  Graduate  School 
of  Bryn  Mawr  College  made  a  detailed  study  in  1916  of  the  influence  of 
Plautus  upon  the  Stonyhurst  Pageants.  Her  results  may  be  expected  to 
appear  in  print  shortly. 

15  After  v.  825  the  cutting  out  of  a  leaf  in  the  MS.  has  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  about  74  lines.  *»  This  scene  is  incomplete. 
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i 
the  Naaman  play  of  dramatic  devices,  such  as  the  ,,Aside"  and 

the  overheard  conversation,  which  are  commonplaces  in  Latin 
comedy  but  are  not  employed  elsewhere  in  the  Stonyhurst  cycle. 

Furthermore,  the  Pageant  of  Naaman  differs  radically  from 
all  the  others  in  the  introduction  of  characters  and  scenes 
deliberately  contrived  for  comic  effect.  From  the  earlier  plays, 
as  we  have  already  noted,  the  author  has  rigorously  excluded 
all  humor.  But  when  he  took  the  story  of  Naaman  in  hand 
he  saw  in  it  an  opportunity  for  domestic  comedy,  and  gave 
his  imagination  free  rein.  Bromia  the  kitchen  wench  and  the 
lazy  rascal  Dorio  —  both  of  them  thoroughly  Plautine  characters 
-  are  brought  upon  the  stage  for  the  express  purpose  of 
amusing  the  audience.  The  same  end  is  served  likewise  by 
the  conversation  of*  the  grumbling  porters  Syrus  and  Storax 
(vv.  880 ff.).  One  even  finds  examples  of  the  characteristic 
verbal  fencing  which  always  delighted  Elizabethan  audiences. 
,,As  I  an  honest  woman  am",  Bromia  threatens,  "thou  shalt  be 
soundly  beate."  ,,Then  am  I  saffe  enough",  retorts  Dorio. 
,,My  weary  bones  are  almost  broken",  Syrus  complains,  ,,with 
bearing  the  packs."  Whereupon  Lord  Strato,  intentionally 
misunderstanding  him,  asks:  ,, Didn't  the  horses  carry  them?" 
And  when  Syrus  protests  a  few  lines  later:  ,,Oh  no,  my  lord: 
that  never  was  my  meaning,  truth  to  say",  Lord  Strato  picks 
him  up  again:  ,,Belyke  then  now  thou  lyest,  yf  thou  never 
meant  the  truth  to  utter."  Such  badinage  in  either  Latin  or 
Elizabethan  comedy  is  too  frequent  to  provoke  comment,  but  in 
the  Stonyhurst  cycle  we  come  upon  it  with  a  shock  of  surprise. 

Even  the  speeches  of  the  serious  characters  in  the  Naaman 
play  are  not  altogether  free  from  a  humorous  turn.  When 
Artemona  quits  the  stage  in  a  burst  of  temper,  Naaman  remarks 
with  a  grimace: 

aHeares  thou  Phronesium  what  a  peale  she  runge  me  ere  she  went?" 
Indeed,  the  fundamental  purpose  in  representing  Artemona  as 
the  peevish  and  complaining  wife  and  Naaman  as  the  husband 
who  dreads  his  wife's  sharp  tongue  was  obviously  to  introduce 
humor  into  the  play.  These  scenes  of  domestic  jangling, 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  find  no  suggestion  in  the  scriptural 
narrative  but  are  directly  imitated  from  Latin  comedy. 

The  Naaman  play  has  an  important  bearing  upon  our 
estimate  of  the  Stonyhurst  playwright's  personality.  Were  it 
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not  for  this  play  we  should  judge  'him  to  be  a  person  of  ex 
tremely  limited  imagination,  whose  acquaintance  with  the  drama 
was  confined  for  the  most  part  to  the  native  English  plays  of 
the  pre-Elizabethan  periods.  But  with  the  Pageant  of  Naa- 
man  before  us  we  gain  a  quite  unexpected  sense  of  his  ver 
satility,  and  we  see  that  he  is  familiar  with  the  traditions  of 
classical  drama  as  well  as  those  of  England.  Why  he  should 
have  chosen  in  all  the  other  pageants  of  the  cycle  to  restrict 
himself  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  antiquated  religious  plays, 
and  finally  in  this  one  should  have  turned  his  back  upon  them 
completely  is  a  question  which  cannot  be  answered,  and  which, 
perhaps,  it  is  idle  to  ask. 

The  Stonyhurst  cycle  has  a  distinct  interest  for  the  student 
of  literature  as  a  curiously  belated  survival  of  an  earlier  form 
of  drama.  These  plays,  written  after  Shakspere's  work  had 
already  been  completed,  bear  witness  to  their  author's  continued 
interest  in  the  religious  cycle  plays  and  to  his  belief  that  it 
was  possible  to  revive  them  for  his  own  generation.  For  a 
careful  examination  of  the  text  of  the  Stonyhurst  pageants  will 
make  it  clear,  I  think,  that,  whether  ever  actually  performed 
or  not,  they  were  designed  for  stage  presentation.  To  cite  a 
single  piece  of  evidence  which  points  toward  this  conclusion, 
one  may  note  in  the  speeches  of  the  ,,Chorus"  or  the  ,,Nuncius" 
the  frequent  exhortations  to  be  attentive:  ,,yf  that  you  will 
attentyve  bee  a  whyle,"  or  ,,yf  you  will  but  shew  attention, 
you  with  your  eyes  and  eares  shall  see  and  heare",  etc.  Such 
phrases  imply  that  the  author  wrote  with  an  audience  in  mind 
—  and  a  somewhat  restless  audience  at  that.  But  the  main 
reason  for  regarding  this  cycle  of  plays  as  written  for  actual 
presentation  is,  after  all,  that  on  any  other  hypothesis  it  is 
difficult  to  find  a  motive  for  their  composition. 

The  discovery  that  these  plays  were  written  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  during  the  reign  of  James  I  raises  interesting  speculation 
as  to  the  occasion  for  which  their  author  may  have  composed 
them .  But  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  such  speculations 
can  hardly  lead  to  any  definite  conclusion. 

Finally,  it  may  be  remarked  that  these  Pageants  offer 
material  that  is  distinctly  important  to  those  who  are  engaged 
in  tracing  the  history  of  the  language.  Documents  of  this 
period  emanating  from  Lancashire  are  not  frequent,  so  tha.t  a 
careful  study  of  the  forms  which  appear  in  these  plays  can 
hardly  fail  to  be  of  value  to  the  philologist  and  the  student  of  dialect. 
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******* 

Hemor 

Be  well  assurd  the  match  Fl  further  so  farforth  as  I  can 
&  there  of  will  to  lacob  speake,  the  whyle  let's  in  agayne. 

Jacob 

I  heare  sichem  my  Daughter  hath  abus'd,  yet  Fl  be  silent 
vntyll  my  sonnes  from  the  field  come.    &  lo  now  are  they  present 
Sonns  do  you  heare  how  foule  a  thinge  Sichem  hath  done  in  Israeli  B 

Ruben 
Father  we  do,  &  on  hym  we'l  reuenge  our  Sisters  quarell. 

Hemor 

lacob  the  soule  of  my  sonne  Sichem's  fastned  to  your  Daughter 
where  fore  let  hym  haue  her  to  wyf  e,  &  let's  one  match  wfch  th'other 
Geue  vs  your  daughters,  &  take  ours  to  you  yf  that  you  please 
&  dwell  wth  vs  &  till  our  land,  &  you  shall  yt  possesse.  i0 

Sichem 

Let  vs  but  fynde  grace  in  your  sight,  &  looke  what  Dowry  s'euer 
you  shall  demaund,  yt  shall  be  geuen :  only  geue  me  your  daughter 

Simeon 

We  can  not  her  bestow  on  an  vncircumcised  person 
wch  amongst  vs  vnlawfull  ys,  and  a  great  abomination 
But  if  you'l  be  lyke  vs,  &  all  the  males  be  circumcised  15 

amongst  you,  then  shall  manages  be  twene  vs  be  solemnized, 
&  we  will  dwell  wth  you,  &  as  one  people  lyue  to  gether 
But  yf  you'l  not  be  circumcis'd  we'l  from  you  fetch  our  Sister. 

Hemor 

Yowr  offer  pleaseth  vs  right  well,  where  fore  we  will  be  gone 
&  circumcise  the  males  that  are  amongst  vs  euery  one.  20 

Simeon 

Fare  well,  &  when  that  you  haue  done,  we'l  meete  you  here  agayne. 
All  that  we  sayd  was  but  in  guyle,  &  yet  yt  made  fooles  fayne 
father  will  yt  not  please  you  now  agayne  in  for  to  walke 

fjefperia,  (ErgSttsungsreilje,  4.  1 
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lacob. 
Yes,  come,  let's  go  that  we  about  this  busines  may  talke. 

Simeon 

96  Brother  Leui  this  the  third  day  ys  since  they  were  circumcised 
So  that  their  wounds  are  now  at  sor'st,  &  there  wth  they  most  payned 
wherefore  let  vs  boldly  sett  vpon  the  citty  &  them  morder 
Not  spareinge  one  of  the  male  sex,  &  bringe  away  our  sister 

ludas 

Now  haue  our  brothers  Simeon  &  Leui  wth  their  parttakers  slayne 
go  all  the  male  Sex  wth  in  the  citty,  &  spared  neuer  a  man 

Not  so  much  as  Hemor  &  Sichem  but  haue  them  both  murdered 
&  out  of  Sichems  house  our  sister  Dina  also  conveyed, 
[fol.  56  b]  And  now  let  vs  go  spoyle  the  citty  in  reuenge  of  the  rape 
&  wayst  their  howses  fields,  &  catle,  &  let  nothinge  escape. 
>6  but  captyue  lead  away  wth  vs  their  litle  ones,  &  theyr  wyues 

Isachar,  Zabulon  etc. 
Content,  syth  there  vnto  the  foulnes  of  the  fact  vs  dryues. 

Ada 
Woes  vs  pore  soules!    For  one  mans  fault  must  all  we  thus 

be  punished? 

Our  husbands  slayne,  we  captyues  lead,  &  our  whole  citty  spoyled 
This  is  to  great  seuerity  for  one  fault,  though  most  heynous 
40  &  vnto  you  who  tooke  this  prize,  yt  can  not  be  but  daungerous 
where  fore  some  pitty  on  vs  take,  as  pittyed  you  would  bee 
yf  you  should  fall  (as  fortune's  mutable)  in  to  lyke  kynde  of  misery 

Isachar 

No  mercy  will  we  shew,  but  as  Sichem  hath  wrong'd  vs  all 
by  the  rape  of  our  only  sister,  So  shall  you  greate  &  small 
46  for  this  only  offence  be  plagud  wherefore  your  pratinge  leaue, 
&  go  wth  vs,  for  as  you  haue  deseru'd,  you  shall  receiue. 

Ada 

Some  mercy  shew :  some  pitty  take  vpon  vs  wretched  people. 
Yf  not  on  vs,  yet  on  our  children  that  are  both  yonge  &  litle. 

Zabulon 

You  do  but  spend  your  words  in  vayne  for  no  sparke  of  compassion 
so  wee'l  shew  to  any,  whether  yonge  or  old,  &  therefore  hence  be  gone. 

lacob 

Sonnes  I  perceiue  you  haue  both  troubled  me,  &  made  me  odious 
vnto  the  chananites,  &  the  pheresits,  for  you  were  ouer  rigorous 
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in  punishinge  my  daughters  rape,  though  the  offence  was  worthy 

of  sharp  reuenge  because  they  dyd  abuse  her  so  notoriously 

for  you  can  not  be  ignorant,  but  must  needes  vnderstand  BB 

that  we  are  few,  they  many,  &  the  Inhabiters  of  this  land 

&  gatheringe  of  their  powers  together  may  at  their  pleasures  strike 

mee 
&  so  I  &  my  house  in  one  day  shall  destroyed  bee. 

Ruben 
Why  did  they  then  abuse  our  sister  as  she  had  bene  a  strumpet? 

lacob 

The  wrong'd  her  much  I  do  confesse:  but  now  let's  that  forgett    6o 
&  towards  Bethell  forthwth  go,  as  god  hath  me  commanded 
&  there  an  Altar  buyld  to  hym,  where  he  to  me  appeared 
when  I  from  Esau  fled,  &  heard  me  in  my  tribulation 

Simeon 
Do  as  yt  lykes  you  best,  wee'l  attend  on  you  euery  one. 

Omar  [fol.57< 

Now  lacob  &  his  sonnes,  on  whom  we  would  haue  bene  reuenged  65 
for  the  great  slaughter  they  haue  made  amongst  vs  are  departed 
&  such  a  terrour  generally  in  vaded  hath  our  citties 
that  we  dare  not  pursue  them  goinge  for  to  requit  the  iniuryes 
wch  they  haue  to  vs  done,  but  letten  them  quietly  depart 
though  to  our  vtter  shame,  such  terrour  hath  possest  our  hart.      7o 
&  thus  much  for  [to]  say  I  blush,  although  in  truth  yt's  so 
&  yet  we  know  no  cause  of  feare.   but  now  hence  must  I  go. 

lacob 

In  Bethel  now  we  are  aryu'd,   where  I  haue  buylt  an  Altar 
&  cal'd  yt,  House  of  god,  for  there  to  me  he  dyd  appeare 
&  now  me  thinks  I  heare  his  voyce  agayne:  yt's  the  self  same.      75 

God 

Hence  forth  no  more  lacob,  but  Israeli  shall  be  thy  name. 
Israel  I  am  god  almighty :  do  thou  increase  &  multiply : 
Out  of  thy  loyns  shall  kings  proceede,  &  nations  shall  come  of  the 
&  the  land  wchl  I  vnto  Abraham  &  Isaac  gaue 
in  former  tymes,  both  thou  &  thy  seede  after  thee  shall  haue         so 

lacob 
Moust2  humble  thanks  my  gracious  lord  I  vnto  the  do  render 

1  MS.  wch  repeated. 
*  MS.  Monst. 
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Now  will  I  vnto  mambre  go  there  for  to  see  my  father. 
As  by  the  way  I  and  my  family  went,  Rachel  my  wyfe 
in  trauell  fell,  &  dyd  fringe  forth  a  sonne,  wch  cost  her  lyfe 
85  &  Benoni  she  did  hym  call,  that's  the  sonne  of  my  payne 

whom  Beniamin,  that's  sonne  of  the  right  hand  I  nam'd  agayne 

And  when  that  I  had  her  inter'd  I  to  my  father  went 

wth  my  twelue  sonnes  &  daughter,  &  found  hym  aged,  weak  & 

impotent 

for  wch  I  sory  was,  yet  did  my  will  to  gods  resigne 
90  &  he  feU  sicke  &  dyed,  when  I  a  while  had  wth  hym  bene 

beinge  one  hundred  yeares  &  eighty  old,  whom  we  two  brothers 
Esau  &  I  interd  after  the  fashion  of  our  fore  fathers 
And  after  that  the  days  of  mourninge  for  his  death  were  ended 
at  sundry  tyme  in  frendly  wyse  we  on  the  other  visited 
»6  &  in  his  wonted  maner  now  I  see  hym  cominge  hither 

Esau 

How  do  you  brother?  I  sory  am  we  can  not  dwell  together 
any  longer  tyme  here  in  chanaan  our  flockes  are  so  increased 
[fol.  57  bj  that  one  land  can  not  beare  them  all  but  they  must  needs  be  parted 
where  fore  I'l  take  my  wyues,  &  sonnes  &  daughters  &  whole  family 
100  &  all  my  wealth,  &  in  mou[n]t  Seir  go  dwell  an  other  country     . 
&  leaue  for  you  &  for  your  wyues,  children  &  flocks  this  land 

Jacob 
Thankes  Brother,  &  to  my  smale  power  I'l  be  at  your  command 

Esau 

well  then  I'l  take  my  leave  of  you,  though  wth  great  grief  e  of  heart 
for  loath  I  am  yf  I  could  choose  from  you  for  to  depart 

lacob 

ice  And  I  from  you,  but  syth  together  we  can  no  longer  stay 
I'l  go  alonge  wth  you  for  to  conduct  you  on  the  way. 


s 

H 


6  sonnes  of  Lia 
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Fernesus  keeper  of  the 
kings  prison. 

Syphax  the  kinges 
cupbearer. 

Brabantio  the  kinges 
chiefe  Baker 

Doilus  a  messenger 
sent  from  Jacobs 
children  to  their  fa 
ther  wth  Josephs  coat. 

Multitude  of  the  ^Egyp 
tians. 

Arbastus  Josephs  Stew 
ard. 

Turnsoll 

Bletzo 

Chorus. 


God 

lacob  or  Israel 

Ruben 

Simeon 

Leui 

ludas 

Isachar 

Zabulon 

Dan         1 

AT    XT.  T  t  2  sonnes  of  Bala 
Nepthali.  j 

Gad 
Aser 


>  2  sonnes  of  Zelpha 

1 2sonnes  of  Rachel. 
Beniamin  J 

1  Ismaelit  merchants 


to 

O2 

1 


o 

§- 


>  ^Egyptians. 


Glaucus 

Balbo 

Putiphar  kinge  pharos  Eunuch  & 
prince  of  his  army 

Demetria  putiphars  Lady. 

patauinus  putiphars  seruant. 

lacob 

Twelue  sonnes  I  haue,  where  of  ten  be  to  mans  estate  now  come, 
to  wit,  Ruben,  Simeon,  Leui,  luda,  Isachar,  &  Zabulon, 
who  were  of  Lia  borne:  And  two  of  Bala,  Dan,  &  Nepthali: 
And  two  of  Zelpha,  Gad  &  Aser :  The  other  children  bee, 
The  elder  loseph  cal'd,  &  Beniamin  the  yonger  lad,  B 

both  wch  two  sonnes  by  Rachel  now  in  myne  old  age  I  had. 
&  for  that  cause  I  them  affect  more  then  any  of  the  rest 
But  yet  of  all  the  sonnes  I  haue  I  do  loue  loseph  best. 
And  though  he  be  but  sixtene  yeares  of  age,  &  yet  a  childe 
I  often  sende  hym  wth  his  brothers  to  keepe  sheepe  in  the  fielde  10 
clad  in  a  coate  of  sundry  colours :  But  Beniamin  I  stay 
beinge  yong'st  of  all  at  home  wth  me  to  dryue  the  tyme  away. 
But  who  ys  this  that  cometh  here?  loseph  yt  seemes  to  bee: 
Yt's  hee  in  deede.  How  do  thy  brothers?  and  are  all  things  well 
wth  thee? 
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loseph 

15  Not  so  well  father  as  I  wish:  for  to  be  playne  my  brothers 
grow  scandalous  to  many,  beinge  become  licentious  lyuers 
where  wth  I  (father)  you  acquaynt,  not  for  to  haue  them  punished 
but  hopeinge  by  your  graue  aduise,  their  lyues  will  be  amended. 
[!ol.68b]  lacob 

And  loseph  as  I  loue  not  tayles  but  vpon  mst  occasion 
90  so  I'l  them  heare  when  there's  iust  cause  beinge  tempered  wth 

discreation 

&  syth  thou  hast  complayn'd  to  me,  who  thou  thinkes  able  ys 
t'amend  (because  I  am  their  father)  all  thinges  in  them  amisse 
be  thou  assurde  I  will  not  spare,  but  them  admonish  fatherly 
as  thou  for  their  amendment  hast  complayned  on  them  brotherly. 
26  But  lest  they  should  more  malice  thee,  as  they  will  yf  they  know 
that  thou  complaynd,  before  they  hither  come  thou  shalt  hence  go 

loseph 
In  this  &  all  thinges  I'l  euer  be  at  your  commandment 

lacob 

I  thinke  no  lesse,  &  therefore  sonne  be  thou  hence  gone  incontinent. 
Now  after  hym  I'l  go  my  self,  &  that  wth  out  delay 
,o  &  let  them  know  my  mynde,  when  I  haue  heard  what  they  can  say 

Simeon 

Brothers  yt  seemes  the  pratlinge  boy  complayn'd  hath  to  our  father 
of  our  behauiour:  but  perhaps  his  silence  had  bene  better 
for  yf  occasion  serue,  be  sure  we'l  euen  wth  hym  bee 

Leui 

Els  were  wee  fooles,  for  none  but  such  will  shut  vp  such  an  iniury 
86  but  here  the  tell  tayle  comes.  Syrrhahastthouspittoutallthypoyson 
agaynst  vs,  or  yet  some  reseru'd,  till  thou  take  new  occasion 

loseph 

What  I  haue  sayd,  was  for  your  good :  for  euill  lyf e  my  breethren 
Ys  odious  both  to  god  &  man,  &  shuts  the  gate  of  heauen 
agaynst  them  that  vse  yt,  &  drawes  them  headlonge  downe  to  hell 
40  wherefore  t'amend  that  fault  in  you  my  father  I  dyd  tell 

syth  my  persuation  could  not  moue  you  for  to  lyue  more  vertuously 
for  your  bad  lyfe  I  do  confesse  dyd  trouble  me  exceedingly 

Isachar 

Alas  kynde  foole,  who  would  haue  thought  t'had  bene  so  tender 
harted 
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as  for  to  greeue  on  our  behalf e?  th'art  much  to  be  commended, 
though  not  of  vs,  who  know  thy  words  were  vttred  in  mere  knauery  45 
to  pyke  a  thanke  thy  self,  &  make  vs  to  be  thought  on  hardly. 

loseph 

I  sory  am  my  fathers  loue  to  me  procures  your  hate 
&  makes  you  thus  vnpeaceably  to  speake  to  me  of  late 
&  yet  I'l  take  all  in  good  part  that  you  shall  do  or  say 
hopeinge  my  patience  will  at  length  your  hatred  take  away.          so 
And  yf  I  may  wth  out  offence  I'l  tell  you  what  I  dreamed 

Simeon 

What  s'euer  yt  be  let's  heare  't,  though  dreames  be  seldom  e  to  be 
trusted 

loseph  [fol.59' 

I  dream'd  we  bound  sheaues  in  the  field,  &  that  my  sheaf  evp  started 
&  that  your  sheaues  stoode  round  about  my  sheafe,  &  yt  adored 

Simeon 
What  shalt  thou  be  our  kinge,  &  we  subiect  to  thy  dominion?       55 

loseph 

I  also  had  an  other  dreame,  &  that  a  very  strange  one 
But  here  I  see  my  father  cominge,  to  tell  yt  I'l  forbeare 

lacob 
Nay  sonne  not  so,  what  s'euer  yt  be,  I^pray  thee  lett  me  heare. 

loseph 

In  my  dreame  I  persuaded  was  that  verely  I  did  see 
as  't  were  the  Sunne  &  moone  &  eleauen  starres  adore  mee          6<> 

lacob 
What  meanes  this  dreame  sonne  thou  hast  seene?  that  both  thy 

mother  &  I 

&  thy  eleauen  brethren  shall  vpon  the  earth  adore  thee? 
Such  dreames  as  these_thou  must  not  tell:  &  yet  I  can  not  choose 
but  wth  my  self  there  of  consider,  &  at  yt  deepely  muse 

Isachar 

This  dreame  perhaps  geues  hym  content,  but  hath  vs  discontented  65 
&  yt  may  be  that  he  will  wish  he  had  the  same  concealed, 
or  other  wyse  dream'd,  although  we  thinke  dreames  but  to  be  fond 
fancies 

lacob 

Be  silent  sonnes:  let  not  this  dreame  occasion  be  of  malice 
vpon  my  blessinge,  but  go  about  ech  one  your  charge  of  sheepe 
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,o  wch  I  in  Sichem  lattely  you  appoynted  for  to  keepe, 
&  after  you  I'l  shortly  sende  to  see  how  all  things  are 

Ruben 

At  your  command  we'l  go,  &  of  our  busines  haue  great  care. 
But  father  we  your  blessinge  craue  ere  we  go  hence  away 

lacob 

Gods  blessinge  sonnes  &  myne  vpon  you  light  both  night  &  day. 
75  loseph  thy  brothers  now  are  gone,  let  me  &  thee  go  in 
there  for  to  recreate  our  selues  a  while  wth  litle  Beniamin. 
&  after  some  few  dayes  are  past  I'l  to  thy  Brethren  sende  thee 
to  bringe  them  newes  from  mee,  &  newes  to  me  from  them  recary 

Ruben 

Brothers  you  see  wee  wysely  dyd,  when  we  our  flockes  remoued 
so  from  Sichem  hither  vnto  Dothain,  for  they  are  much  amended 
since  we  their  pastours  chang'd,  for  here  inDothain's  store  of  grasse 
where  as  in  Sichem's  litle,  &  yt  to  rottinge  subiect  was 
So  that  yf  now  our  father  sende  to  know  how  our  sheepe  prosper 
good  newes  to  hym  we  shall  returne,  that  neuer.they  lyk't  better 
[fol.59b]  Simeon 

8»  And  yf  myne  eyes  deceiue  me  not,  loe  where  the  dreamer  cometh 

Leui 
Yt's  he  in  deede,  come  let's  deuise  how  to  put  hym  to  death. 

Simeon 

we'l  kill  hym,  &  his  corps  shall  be  in  an  old  cestern  hurled 
by  vs,  &  we  will  say  some  naughty  wild  beast  hym  deuoured, 
&  then  what  profit  he  got  by  hys  dreame  yt  shall  appeare. 

Ruben 
so  Neyther  take  his  lyfe,  nor  sheede  his  blood,  but  in  this  cestern 

here 

wth  in  the  wildernes  cast  hym,  &  so  your  hands  keepe  harmlesse 
for  to  his  father  I  would  hym  saffe  deliuer  I  do  confesse. 

Leui 

Of  thy  syde  coate  of  diuers  colours  dreamer  thou  shalt  be 
stripped 

loseph 

Alas  deare  Brothers  what's  the  matter  that  thus  I  must  be  vsed? 
06  In  kyndnes  hither,  to  see  you  brothers  I  was  sent  by  my  father 

Zabulon 
And  for  thy  paynes  we'l  put  thee  in  this  cestern  voyd  of  water 


The  7  pagean  of  Joseph.  9 

s — s 

Ruben 

Yt's  better  thus  then  in  his  blood  your  hands  to  haue  imbrewed 
Let's  now  go  looke  our  sheepe  agayne  lest  any  away  be  strayed 

Isachar 

This  busines  had  almost  made  vs  our  flockes  to  haue  forgotten 
But  go  &  we'l  you  follow  so  soone  as  wee  this  bread  haue  eaten.  100 

Gad 
What  men  are  these  that  here  do  come?  They  passengers  seeme 

to  bee 
I  musen  whence  they  are,  &  whither  they  intend  their  iourney 

Aser. 

Th'are  Ismalits  from  Galaad  come,  &  in  to  ^Egypt  trauellinge 
wth  rosen,  spice,  &  myrh  to  sell,  for  that's  their  vsuall  tradinge 

luda 

What  would  yt  vs  avayle,  yf  that  we  should  our  brother  murder  105 
&  then  his  blood  conceale?  yt  is  in  my  opinion  better 
that  he  to  th'  Ismaelits  be  sould,  our  hands  beinge  vnpolluted 
for  he's  our  brother  &  our  flesh  of  our  father  descended 
where  fore  out  of  this  cestern  come,  let  vs  take  hym  agayne 

Simeon 

Agree'd,  &  then  we'l  try  yf  that  we  can  wth  these  men  bargayne  no 
freends  will  you  buy  this  boy  whose  price  ys  thirty  syluer  peeces 
&  cary  hym  alonge  wth  you  amongst  your  other  marchandyse 

Glaucus 
Wee  are  content,  deliuer  hym  to  vs,  &  here's  your  money 

luda 

Lo  there  he  is :  fare  well,  &  good  speede  haue  you  in  your 
iourney. 

Balbo  [fol.  60  »] 

My  frendes  adew.  come  pritty  youth  &  go  wth  vs  alonge,  us 

&  be  no  whit  dismayd,  for  thou  of  vs  shalt  haue  no  wronge. 

Leui 
Now  the  Lad's  gone,  Let's  see  what  th'eff  ect  of  his  dreames  will  bee 

Isachar 

Euen  this :  To  free  vs  from  complaynts,  &  purchace  vs  more  liberty 
for  now  there's  none,  who  will  discouer  our  doinges  to  our  father 
wherefore  let's  merely  go  vnto  our  Sheepe  after  our  brother.        120 
&  send  his  coate  dipt  in  kyds  blood  by  some  body  to  his  father 
who  shall  to  hym  in  this  wyse  say :  This  we  haue  found,  see  whether 
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Yt  be  thy  sonnes  or  no :  &  doubtlesse  then  he'l  be  persuaded 
when  he  his  sonnes  coate  sees,  that  some  wild  beast  hath  hym  de- 

uoured 
186  &  neuer  vs  suspect  to  haue  bereau'd  hym  of  his  sonne 

Leui 
We  lyke  well  your  deuise,  &  to  effect  yt  let's  be  gone. 

Ruben 

I  haue  my  brothers  lefte  amongst  their  sheepe,  &  am  come  hither 
vnknowne  to  them,  Joseph  out  of  this  cestern  to  deliuer. 
Joseph  come  forth :  be  not  afrayd,  here's  no  body  but  I  here 
i8o  oh  Brothers  o!  whither  shall  I  go?  The  boy  doth  not  appeare. 
wth  sorrow  i  wiu  go  vnto  my  Brothers  back  agayne, 
for  fully  I  persuaded  am,  they  haue  my  brother  slayne. 

Jacob 

I  mervell  much  of  all  this  while  that  Joseph's  not  returned 
syth  the  day  of  his  cominge  home  prefix't  is  now  expyred 

Doilus 
las  ffather  Jacob  well  mett:  as  I  did  through  the  desert  go 

I  did  this  fynde:  See  whether  yt  bee  your  sonnes  coate  or  no 
&  so  fare  well,  for  at  this  tyme  I  can  no  longer  stay. 

Jacob 
Here's  some  thinge  for  thy  paynes,  although  thy  news  do  much 

astonish  mee 

what  a  syde  coate?  of  diuers  colours?  &  all  wth  blood  besprinkled? 
1*0  doubtlesse  yt  ys  my  sonnes.  Some  naughty  beast  hath  hym  de- 

uoured. 

Alas  some  beast  hath  Joseph  eaten,  woe's  mee  that  I  was  borne 
Grief  e  makes  me  rent  my  cloathes,  &  I'l  f  orhym  in  sackcloth  mourne. 

Ruben 
Alas  deare  father  what's  the  cause  that  you  so  sore  lament? 

Jacob 

Here's  Josephs  coate  all  blood:  I  feare  he  ys  in  peeces  rent 
MS  by  some  wild  beast,  for  I  hym  sent  to  you  a  while  agone 
&  tydings  of  hym  synce  that  tyme  as  yet  I  do  heare  none 
sauinge  that  his  coate  by  a  stranger  was  to  me  deliuered 
who  sayd  he  found  the  same  wth  blood  as  you  may  see  imbrued 
so  that  I  thinke  some  sauage  beast  hath  hym  in  peeces  torne 
Ifol-«>»>]  Ruben 

i6«  Doubtlesse  then  father  he  is  well,  where  fore  no  longer  mourne 
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but  rather  ioy  there  at,  &  your  will  vnto  gods  resigne 

who  takes  them  first,  whom  heloues  best,  as  often  hathbene  seene. 

ludas 

Good  father  Rubens  counsell  follow,  &  let  your  sorrow  slake 
syth  yt  can  not  fetch  hyrif  agayne,  but  your  tyme  shorter  make 

Levi  &  reliqui  fratres. 
The  same  aduise  all  we  your  sonnes  father  vnto  you  geue 

lacob 

You  may  as  well  be  sylent  sonnes,  for  I'l  no  longer  lyue 
syth  Joseph's  dead,  but  mourninge  to  my  sonne  to  hell  descende: 
so  let's  go  hence,  for  your  persuations  can  not  my  griefe  ende. 

putiphar 

Glaucus  &  Balbo  I  perceiue  that  you  both  Ismaelits  are 
&  to  this  land  of  Mgypt  come  here  for  to  sell  your  ware 
where  of  I  will  buy  part,  yf  of  the  price  we  can  agree 

Glaucus 

Both  wee  (my  Lord)  &  all  our  wares  at  your  command  shall  bee 
take  what  you  will,  leaue  what  you  list,  the  price  shal  be  but 

reasonable 
&  yf  you  haue  a  lykeinge  of  this  youth,  he's  also  vendible. 

putiphar 

I  am  right  glad  there  of,  &  money  for  hym  you  shall  haue 
for  I  his  countenance  lyke,  yt  is  so  sober,  sage,  &  graue. 
Tell  me  what  you  do  value  hym  at,  &  I  will  pay  yt  presently. 

Balbo 

There's  no  such  hast  (my  Lord)  but  syth  to  hym  you  haue  a  fancy 
here  take  hym  to  your  seruice  now,  &  when  our  other  marchandize 
we  to  your  Lordship  bringe,  of  all  together  we'l  sett  the  pi  ice. 

putiphar 

That  me  contents :  fare  well  till  then :  come  youth,  wilt  yu  go  wth 
mee? 

Joseph 

Wth  thanks  my  lord,  for  I  am  bound  there  to  by  loue  &  duty, 
adew  my  f rends  wth  many  thanks  for  your  kynd  vsage  towards  mee. 

Glaucus 

Joseph  fare  well,  a  seruant  thou  wilt  proue  discreete  &  trusty. 
Balbo  let's  now  go  hence  vnto  the  court  of  my  lord  putiphar 
kinge  pharaos  Eunuche,  &  prince  of  his  army,  there  of  our  ware 
sale  for  to  make,  &  money  receiue,  as  he  hath  vs  appoynted    • 
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Balbo 

Yt  is  our  best,  where  fore  begone,  that  we  may  get  dispached 

putiphar. 

In  happy  tyme  I  entertayned  Joseph  in  my  seruice 
iso  syth  all  things  prosper  in  his  hands,  for  the  lord  wth  hym  ys 

&  since  his  cominge  to  my  house  much  bettered  ys  my  case : 

my  land's  encreast,  my  wealth's  farre  more,  then  here  to  fore  yt  was. 

all  wch  I  for  his  sake  acknowledge  to  haue  hapt  vnto  mee. 
[fol.  61  a]  &  therefore  steward  of  my  house  I  haue  made  hym  to  bee. 
IBB  &  difference  none  betwixt  vs  put  but  the  bread  that  I  e[ate]. 

for  except  that,  both  wee  feede  of  the  self  same  kynd  of  meate 

so  that  in  my  sight  he  both  hath,  &  doth,  &  shall  fynde  grace 

&  now  to  hym  I  will  go  backe  agayne  into  my  palace. 

Demetria 

Joseph  you  see  wee  two  are  here  to  gether  all  alone 
190  &  to  discouer  what  we  shall  say  or  do,  here  ys  not  one 

wherefore  the  secrets  of  my  heart  to  you  I  will  vnfold 

beinge  glad  to  see  you  whom  myne  eyes  desyre  for  to  behold. 

The  matter's  this:  yf  you  be  pleas'd  let  vs  two  sleepe  to  gether. 

why  speake  you  not?  fayne  would  I  heare  a  comfortable  answeare. 
195  I  ready  am  in  all  I  can  to  satisfy  your  will, 

for  the  great  loue  I  beare  to  you,  wch  shall  continue  still. 

Joseph. 

Behould  my  maister  hath  vnto  my  hands  all  things  deliuered 

&  knoweth  not  what's  in  his  house  to  his  owne  self e  appropriated. 

but- only  you  who  ys  his  wyfe,  &  the  bread  that  he  eateth: 
200  Why  then  should  I  committ  thys  synne,  that  god  so  much  off  endeth, 

&  that  agaynst  my  worthy  lord,  who  loueth  me  so  well? 

ytys  not  fitt:  where  fore  good  lady  those  thoughts  from  you  expell. 

Demetria. 

Let  me  then  kisse  jour  sugred  lips  resemblinge  the  vermilion. 

yf  not  so  much,  your  cheeke,  wcb  ys  of  such  a  cleare  complexion: 
305  at  least  embrace  you  in  myne  armes,  or  take  you  by  the  hand. 

Few  men  but  you  a  Ladies  suite  so  longe  tyme  would  wth  stande 

what  do  you  still  your  backsyde  turne,  as  though  you  me  disdayned? 

no  cause  you  haue  so  for  to  do,  yf  all  things  were  considered 

My  face  ys  fayre,  my  breath  ys  sweete,  as  softe  as  downe1  my  hand 

1  MS.  dawne. 
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*&  my  skynne  is  as  whit  as  any  Ladyes  in  this  land 

my  midle's  smale,  my  feete  are  pritty,  my  legs  of  good  proportion 

&  all  parts  of  my  body  else  worthy  of  your  affection 

wch,  yf  you  will  me  loue,  shall  euer  be  at  your  command 

as  longe  as  I  do  lyue,  &  there  vpon  here  is  my  hand. 

Joseph. 

0  Lady  god  forbyd  I  should  defyle  my  maisters  orchard  ais 

wch  synne  I  in  my  heart  abhorre,  not  only  in  regard 
of  humane  lawes  (seuere  enough  agaynst  so  great  offenders) 
as  gods,  who  wth  hell  fyre  for  ay  rewards  such  malefactors 
where  fore  in  moueinge  me  there  to  (lady)  your  labours  wayst 
for  neuer  will  I  geue  consent  as  longe  as  lyfe  doth  last.  22o 

Demetria 

Are  all  my  hopes  to  haue  enioy'd  your  loue  then  come  to  this? 
thou  had  as  good  (beleue  me  saucy  boy)  dealt  otherwyse. 
Helpe,  helpe,  some  body  help,  help,  help  I  humbly  craue 
else  will  this  rude  &  lewd  companion  of  me  his  pleasure  haue. 

patauinus  [fol.  61&] 

who's  that,  that  so  exclaimes?  Ladyys't  you?  what  is  the  matter?  22B 

Demetria 

The  Hebrew  would  haue  me  abus'd,  go  streight  &  call  thy  maister. 
my  lord  the  Hebrew  seruant  whom  you  to  our  house  dyd  bringe 
vnto  me  came  to  haue  deluded  me,  but  preuayld  nothinge 
&  when  he  heard  me  cry,  he  left  his  cloake,  wch  I  did  hold. 
&  ranne  away  for  very  shame,  wth  all  the  speede  he  could.  23o 

Lo  here's  his  cloake  yet  in  my  hands,  wch  I  dyd  from  hym  take 

putiphar. 
Hath  he  abus'd  you  thus,  &  I  so  much  of  hym  dyd  make? 

Demetria 

Vpon  my  knees  my  louinge  lord  wth  weepinge  eyes  I  craue 
for  his  so  foule,  &  great  abuse  that  iustice  I  may  haue. 

putiphar. 

Lady  you  shall  wth  all  my  heart,  wherefore  let  vs  be  gone  235 

&  so  soone  as  wee  meete  I'l  clapp  hym  vp  in  ye  kings  prison. 

fernesus 

Joseph  the  ruler  of  prince  putiphars  house  is  now  committed 
to  the  kings  prison  where  of  I  the  keeper  am  apoynted 


1  This  line  has  heen  written  over  an  erasure. 
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&  he  so  well  behaues  hym  self,  that  I  haue  made  hym  keeper 
940  of  all  the  prisoners  in  the  gaole,  &  to  hym  did  deliuer 
the  keys  when  that  I  hither  came  wth  charge  to  looke  vnto 
the  prisoners  as  I  my  self  before  was  wonte  to  do 
especially  two'  Eunuchs,  th'one  where  of  was  ye  chief e  cupbearer 
vnto  the  kinge  my  soueraigne  lord,  the  other  his  chiefe  Baker 
846  who  are  committed  vnto  prison,  there  for  to  be  detayned 

till  the  offence  layd  to  their  charge  hath  throughly  bene  examined 

In  the  meane  while  they  lykly  are  in  prison  to  remayne 

for  so  the  kinge  commandment  gaue,  whither  now  1 1  go  agayne 

Syphax1 

Brabantio  we  to  Toseph  are  exceedinge  much  behouldinge 
250  who  geues  vs  leaue  to  walke  abroad  &  take  th'ayrenotwth  standinge 
that  we  close  prisoners  should  be  kept,  a  fauour  extraordinary 
though  vsuall  wth  hym  he  ys  a  man  so  full  of  pitty 

Brabantio. 

Syphax  yt's  true,  where  fore  we'l  his  true  prisoners  remayne 
&  at  the  tyme  by  hym  assignd  returne  to  hym  agayne. 
f«ol.62a]  Syphax 

265  Else  were  yt  pitty  of  our  lyues,  the  while  I  will  declare 
to  you  a  troublesome  dreame  I  had,  wch  filles  me  full  of  care 

Brabantio. 

When  you  haue  done  I'l  tell  to  you  an  other  that  I  had 
wch  doth  as  strange  vnto  me  seeme  &  makes  me  toto  sadd. 
But  st  our  keeper  Joseph  comes,  let's  heare  what  he  will  say. 

Joseph 

aeo  How  now  my  maisters  what's  the  matter  you  are  more  sad  today 
then  you  were  wonte?  Tell  me  th  cause  why  yt  ys  wth  you  thus. 

Syphax 
We  had  strange  dreames,  &  here's  no  body  them  to  interpret  to  vs 

Joseph 

Why  doth  not  the  interpretation  belonge  to  god  alone? 
Yet  not  wth  standinge  there  of  make  to  me  a  short  relation. 
266  But  yowrs  cupbearer  first  I  am  desyrous  for  to  heare 

Syphax 

I  verely  thought  I  saw  a  vine,  where  in  three  branches  were 
wch  first  did  budd,  then  blossom'd,  &  lastly  the  grape  rype  waxed 
wch  I  wronge  into  pharaos  cup,  &  yt  to  hym  deliuered 
1  MS.  Sylax. 
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Joseph 

TheDreame  ys  thus  interpreted:  Those  same  three  branches  signify 
that  after  three  days  thou  vnto  thy  place  restor'd  shall  bee,          270 
&  geue  vnto  the  kinge  his  cup,  as  thou  was  vs'd  to  do : 
only  remember  then  that  mercy  thou1  vnto  me  show, 
when  that  yt  shall  be  well  wth  thee,  &  put  pharao  in  mynde 
me  to  deliuer  out  of  prison :  Let  me  that  frendship  fynde, 
because  I  was  taken  by  stealth  out  of  the  Hebrews  country  975 

&  to  this  prison  afterwards  committed  for  myne  innocency. 
Now  maister  Baker  vnto  me  let  jour  dreame  be  related. 

Brabantio. 

Wth  all  my  heart  syth  you  so  well  my  fellows  haue  interpreted 
Me  thought  three  Baskets  full  of  meale  vpon  my  head  I  caryed 
&  in  the  high'st  all  kynd  of  meates  were  that  could  be  deuysed    aso 
by  th'  arte  of  Bakinge,  &  that  byrds  out  of  the  same  dyd  eate 

loseph. 

Well,  listen  to  my  wordes,  for  thus  the  dreame  I  do  interprett : 
Those  same  three  Baskets,  iust  three  day  yet  for  to  come  do  signify 
after  whose  expiration  pharao  will  thy  head  take  from  thee2 
&  hange  the  on  the  crose:  &thy  flesh  shall  foules  of  th'ayre  teare  235 
The  truth  of  wch  interpretations  by  th'euent  shall  appeare. 
In  the  meane  while  thinke  as  you  list.  So  let's  go  back  agayne     [fol.  62  b] 
as  fellow  prisoners  at  kings  pleasure  in  prison  to  remayne. 

Syphax. 

Euen  iust  as  loseph  dyd  foretell  our  dreames  are  come  to  passe 
for  when  that  three  days  were  expyr'd,  the  Baker  hanged  was     28o 
&  I  admitted  to  the  place,  where  in  before  I  serued 
&  at  feast  on  the  kings  byrth  day  his  cup  to  hym  deliuered 
And  since  that  tyme  the  kinge  hym  self  two  seuerall  dreames  hath  had 
wch  so  perplext  hym  that  all  the  Interpreters  he  bade 
&  wyse  men  in  his  land  should  be  sent  for,  but  none  was  found    295 
that  could  interpret  them,  wch  to  their  shame  did  much  redound 
But  at  the  length  (for  I'l  confesse  my  synne)  I  dyd  remember 
(though  after  two  yeares  space)  the  Hebrew  that  was  fellow  prisoner 
wth  me,  &  wth  the  baker,  who  to  vs  our  dreames  interpreted 
most  truly,  as  by  the  euent  was  playnly  after  proued  »0o 

&  I  haue  made  the  kinge  acquainted  wth  this  yonge  mans  cunninge 

1  MS.  then. 

2  MS.  theee. 
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in  th' expoundings  of  dreames,  by  whose  cowmaundment  I  am 

goinge 

hym  out  of  prison  for  to  fetch,  &  bringe  hym  to  his  maiesty 
in  th' expositions  of  hys  dreames  his  cunninge  for  to  try 

80s  &  I  doubt  not  but  by  this  act  both  the  kinge  to  content 
&  also  for  to  gett  this  man  relea'st  of  his  imprisonment 
wch  yf  I  do,  no  man  a  lyue  shall  gladder  be  then  I 
&  now  in  hope  there  of  I  will  go  fetch  hym  to  his  maiesty 
My  liege  th'Interpreter  of  dreames  ys  now  in  presence  here 
Kinge  Pharao. 

8io  I  am  no  litle  glad  there  of.  My  pritty  youth  come  neere. 
Joseph  I  had  two  seuerall  dreames,  &  not  one  can  be  found 
wth  in  this  land  of  ./Egypt  that's  able  them  to  expound. 
But  I  informed  am  that  thou  canst  them  interpret  wysely 

Joseph 

Wth  out  me  god  shall  answeare  prosperous  things  to  pharaos  maiesty 
Kinge  pharao 

SIB  I  verely  thought  that  I  did  stand  on  the  banke  of  a  Riuer 
&  out  of  yt  came  vp  seauen  fayre  fatt  kyne  one  after  other 
wch  m  greene  marish  places  fedd.  &  after  these  there  followed 
other  seauen  kyne,  wch  were  both  leane  &  passinge  euill  f auoured 
Lyke  vnto  wch  I  in  the  Land  of  ^Egypt  had  seene  neuer 

sao  &  they  the  former  did  deuour,  &  yet  were  neuer  fuller, 
[fol.  63  a]  but  very  leane  &  toto  foule,  &  looked  passinge  heauely : 

wth  wch  i  wak't,  but  slept  agayne :  And  then  thought  I  did  see 
seauen  eares  of  corne  very  fayre  &  full  vpon  one  stalke  to  grow, 
other  seauen  thuwe,  &  blasted  wth  adustian  then  I  saw 

895  springe  also  of  the  self  same  stalke,  wcb  did  deuour  the  former. 
Of  these  two  dreames  I  shall  be  glad  to  fynd  a  true  interpreter 

loseph 

These  two  do  but  one  thinge  import,  for  god  hath  shew'd  to  pharao 
what  by  his  speciall  prouidence  he  intendeth  for  to  do. 
The  seauen  fatt  kyne,  &  seauen  eares  of  corne  so  fayre  &  full 

sso  vndoubtedly  betoken  seauen  yeares  that  shall  be  plentifull. 
And  the  seauen  leane  kyne  &  the  seauen  thynne  &  blasted  eares 
of  corne,  that  came  vp  after  th'other,  betoken  seauen  yeares 
of  famyne  yet  to  come,  &  that  in  this  ensuinge  order 
as  these  two  dreames  do  signify,  importinge  both  one  matter. 

886  First  in  the  land  of  ^Egypt  shall  seauen  yeares  be  of  fertility 
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after  the  wch  shall  follow  other  seauen  yeares  of  great  sterility 

So  that  the  plenty  of  the  former  years  shall  be  forgotten 

before  th'ende  of  the  seauen  future  yeares  that  shall  be  barren 

for  the  sterility  shall  destroy  the  greatnes  of  the  plenty 

so  that  a  generall  famyne  there  shall  be  through  all  the  country,  84o 

And  syth  that  both  your  dreames  were  to  the  self  same  thinge 

pertayninge 

yt  argues  that  vndoubtedly  to  passe  god  will  yt  bringe. 
Now  therefore  let  the  kinge  some  wyse  industrious  man  provide 
that  will  &  can  the  land  of  ^Egypt  rule,  gouerne,  &  guyde 
that  ouer  seers  he  may  appoynt  ouer  ah1  the  whole  country  34& 

fifth  part  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  into  their  barnes  to  cary 
while  the  seauen  yeares  of  plenty  last,  wch  forthwth  are  ensuinge 
&  there  to  store  yt  vp  vnder  the  hands  of  pharao  kinge 
agaynst  the  seauen  yeares  that  after  shah1  ensue  of  scarcity 
by  that  meanes  Mgypi  shall  wth  famyne  not  consumed  bee.  sso 

Kinge  pharao 
Thy  counsell  Joseph's  tooto  good,  &  pleaseth  me  right  well 

multitude  of  the  ^Egyptians 
And  so  yt  doth  vs  all  both  great  &  smale,  the  truth  to  teh1. 

Kinge  pharao  [f ol.  63  *>] 

can  we  fynd  such  another  man  that's  wth  gods  spirit  replenished 
loseph  syth  god  all  y*  thou  spoken  hast,  to  thee  hath  shewed 
Thou  shalt  be  ruler  of  my  house,  &  euery  one  shall  bee  355 

at  thy  command:  But  only  in  the  throne  I'l  be  before  thee. 
And  I  do  make  the  ouer  seer  of  all  th'  ^Egyptian  land 
&  from  myne  owne  hand  take  this  ringe,  &  gyue  yt  to  thy  hand. 
&  thee  adorne  wth  this  silke  robe,&  put  this  chayne  of  gold 
about  thy  necke.  &  yt  my  pleasure  ys  that  ech  one  should  86o 

bowe  downe  their  knees  to  thee,  &  knoledge  take  that  I  haue 

made 

the  gouernour  of  the  land  of  ^Egypt,  as  before  I  sayd. 
I  pharao  am,  &  no  man  in  all  the  ^Egyptian  land 
wth  outen  thy  commandment  shall  moue  eyther  foote  or  hand 
Saphnath  pahanaach  shah1  thy  name  here  after  caUed  bee  ses 

wch  in  th'  ^Egyptian  tongue  the  sauiowr  of  the  world  doth  signify 
But  a  secret  &  hidden  thinge  in  hebrew  yt  importeth, 
&  by  the  Rabins  ys  expund'd,  one  that  secrets  reuealeth. 
And  in  my  second  chariot  thou  shalt  ryde  duringe  thy  lyfe 

Ijejperta,  (Ergansungsretfye.  4.  2 
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,70  And  Asseneth  more  ouer  I  wiU  geue  the  to  thy  wyfe, 

who  daughter  ys  to  putiphar  priest  &  prince  of  Heliopolis    _ 

loseph 

None  more  my  liege  then  I  vnto  your  grace  behouldinge  ys 
&  for  these  honours  wch  you  haue,  &  will  of  me  bestow 
my  seruice  shall  at  your  commandment  be  most  worthy  pharao. 

87B  And  syth  the  yeares  of  plenty  now  are  cominge  on  a  pase 
I'l  go  about  the  charge  I  haue,  yf  yt  shall  please  your  grace 

Kinge  pharao 

What  lyketh  thee  shall  me  content,  so  great  thy  wisdome  ys 
Now  let's  be  gone,  &  in  all  things  I'l  keepe  wth  thee  my  promyse 

[Chorus] 
You  must  imagin  now  that  vnto  Aseneth  Joseph's  maryed 

sso  &  that  he  perfectly  the  land  of  ^Egypt  hath  surueyed 

&  all  the  barnes  fild  full  of  corne  in  these  seaue  years  of  plenty 
wch  are  already  come  &  gone,  where  in  was  such  fertility, 
that  all  the  Barns  could  not  contayne  the  grayne  y*  was  preserued 
but  euery  Towne,  &  euery  citty  there  wth  was  also  filled. 
|fol.  64 »]  &  there  was  such  great  store  of  wheate  as  could  not  measured  bee, 

sse  but  numberlesse  lyke  the  sea  sand  yt  euerywhere  d}^d  lye. 

And  in  this  tyme  two  sonnes  were  borne  to  loseph :  th'one  Manasses 
Th'  other  Ephraim  cald.  And  now  this  seauen  years  beinge  gone 

of  fruitfulnes 
other  seauen  yeares  of  scarcity  began,  as  loseph  sayd 

a  >o  So  that  through  the  whole  world  both  a  great  dearth  &  famyne's 

made 

saueinge  that  in  the  land  of  ^Egypt  there's  of  corne  great  plenty: 
&  when  the  people  hunger  staru'd  of  pharao  call  &  cry 
desyringe  foode,  forth  wth  he  byds  them  vnto  loseph  go, 
&  do  in  all  respects  as  he  shall  them  aduyse  to  do. 

896  And  dayly  more,  &  more  the  f  amyne  through  all  the  land  encreaseth 
So  that  he  hath  open'd  all  the  Barnes,  &  to  th'^Egyptians  selleth: 
for  them  also  the  f  amyne  hath  opprest:  &  all  other  countries 
to  ^Egypt  come  for  to  buy  corne  for  to  relyue  their  miseries. 
But  what  effect  this  f  amyne  will  cause,  at  length  yt  will  be  knowne 

400  wherefore  a  whyle  attentyue  be,  &  so  I  will  be  gone. 

lacob 

You  see  sonnes  that  here  in  chanaan  of  corne  there  ys  great  scarcity 
&  in  the  land  of  ^Egypt  as  you  heare  there  ys  greate  plenty. 
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Why  then  neglect  you  tyme,  &  do  not  to  that  country  go 
some  kynde  of  grayne  to  buy,  as  others  of  yowr  neighbours  do? 
Will  you  both  famish't  be  yowrselues,  &  suffer  me  to  dye  *06 

for  want  of  foode?  Sonnes  do  not  so,  but  thither  make  a  iourney 
all  ten  to  gether,  &  you  shall  haue  of  me  both  gold  &  syluer 
to  buy  corne  wfch,  &  horses  also  to  bringe  yt  from  thence  hither. 
And  Beniamin  till  your  returne  wth  me  at  home  shall  stay 
lest  he  perhaps  beingeyonge  &  weake  should  take  harme  by  the  way.  410 

Ruben 
Father  we  will  at  your  command  that  iourney  vnder  take 

lacob. 
Then  forthwth  let's  be  gone  all  thinges  in  readynes  to  make. 

Ruben 

Now  are  we  vnto  JEgypt  come,  &  nigh  to  the  kings  palace 
we  haue  our  lodginges  taken  vp  in  a  convenient  place 
where  we  our  sackes  &  horses  lefte  &  come  to  seeke  the  Ruler     415 
of  this  land,  who  sels  all  the  corne:  &  lo  he's  now  cominge  hither 
God  saue  your  honour  worthy  Syr,  we  prostrate  here  do  craue 
that  some  corne  for  our  money  yt  would  please  you  to  let  vs  haue 

Joseph 

I  know  these  are  my  Brethren,  yet  I  will  speake  somewhat  roughly 
to  them  as  though  I  knew  them  not,  syth  none  of  them  do  know  mee.  420 
What  country  men  are  you  that  come  in  such  a  troupe  together? 

Simeon 
We  of  chanaan  are,  &  for  to  buy  corne  be  come  hither. 

Joseph  [fol.64i>] 

Nay  you  are  spyes,  &  come  to  vewe  the  weake  parts  of  the  country 

Leui 

Not  so  my  lord,  but  we  thy  seruants  are  come  grayne  to  buy 
We  are  the  sonnes  all  of  one  man,  &  come  as  men  of  peace  435 

&  wish  no  hurt  vnto  this  land,  but  pray  god  yt  to  blesse. 

Joseph 
No  you  come  th'  vndefenced  parts  of  this  land  to  consider 

Juda 

We  were  twelue  Breethren  all  the  sonnes  of  one  man,  &  our  father 
in  the  land  of  chanaan  dwells,  wth  whom  the  yong'st  ys  lyuinge, 
an  other's  dead,  &  we  ten  are  the  rest  that  be  remayninge  43o 

Joseph 

T'  ys  yt  that  made  me  call  you  spyes:  &  now  the  truth  II  try 

2* 
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for  by  the  health  of  pharao  you  shall  not  depart  from  mee 
vntill  your  yongest  brother  come,  but  here  remayne  in  prison 
all  saueinge  one  who  shall  hym  fetch,  let  therefore  one  be  gone 
486  els  by  the  health  of  pharao  I  shal  thinke  that  spyes  you  bee 
But  ere  that  one  go  you  all  shall  three  dayes  in  prison  lye. 
Wherefore  content  your  selues,  &  now  to  prison  wth  me  go. 

Isachar 
My  lord  we  are  at  your  command  syth  that  yt  must  needes  be  so. 

Joseph 

Now  haue  you  three  days  prisoners  bene,  do  as  I  haue  you  bydden 
44o  &  you  shall  lyue.  for  I  feare  god.  Let  but  one  of  your  Brethren 
(Yf  you  be  men  of  peace)  be  bound  in  prison,  &  all  the  other  go 
&  cary  the  corne  that  you  shall  buy  (as  you  thought  for  to  do) 
vnto  your  houses,  &  then  bringe  yowr  yongest  Brother  to  mee 
that  I  may  proue  your  speeches  to  be  true,  lest  that  you  dye. 

Ruben 

446  Wth  all  our  hearts  we  are  content :  take  wch  of  vs  you  will 
&  wth  you  keepe  hym  for  a  pawne  till  wee  your  mynd  fullfill 

Joseph 

Then  Simeon  shall  be  the  man  that  shall  your  suerty  bee 
Here  Doilus  bynd  hym  fast :  So  now  cary  hym  to  prison  presently 

luda 

Now  worthely  these  things  we  suffer  because  that  we  haue  synned 
460  agaynst  our  Brother,  who  pitti'd  hym  not,  when  as  he  vs  intreated 
&  for  this  cause  vpon  vs  ys  this  tribulation  fallen 

Ruben 

why  were  not  you  to  synne  agaynst  the  boy  by  me  f orbydden 
&  to  my  wordes  you  gaue  no  eare.  of  vs  his  bloodes  required 

Joseph 

They  thinke  I  vnderstand  them  not :  but  much  they  are  deceiued 
466  &  for  to  heare  their  dolefull  mone  yt  pittieth  me  no  litle, 

&  maketh  salt  teares  from  myne  eyes  lyke  hayle  stones  for  to  tricle. 
[fol.  65  a]  Though  from  ther  sight  I  them  do  hyde  by  turninge  of  my  backe 
So  now  I'l  go  &  let  them  haue  as  much  corne  as  they  lacke. 
Now  at  yowr  pleasure  go  good  fellows,  &  make  your  Asses  ready 
4«0  &  sacks,  &  to  my  barnes  repayre,  &  take  what  you  thinke  necessary 
for  your  reliefe,  after  the  rate,  that  other  men  do  pay 

omnes  fratres. 
Wee  thanke  your  honour ,  &  take  our  leaue  of  you  for  whom  we'l  pray 


The  7  pagean  of  Joseph.  21 

[Joseph]1 

Arbasius  see  their  sacks  fild  full  of  wheate,  &  ech  mans  money 
agayne  in  their  owne  sacks  see  that  thou  put  wtb  out  their  priuity 
&  besyds  that  them  some  thinge  geue  for  to  eate  by  the  way 

Arbastus. 
My  lord  this  your  commandment  shall  be  doone  wth  out  delay 

Joseph 

Wth  heauy  hearts,  &  troubled  mynds  now  are  my  brothers  gone 
I  know  right  well,  yet  I  yt  suffer  to  bringe  them  to  contrition 
wth  out  the  wch  though  iniuries  by  men  may  be  remitted 
yet  the  offenders  neuer  can  before  god  be  absolued 
wherefore  out  of  my  loue  to  them,  (though  I  their  synne  detest) 
this  I  haue  done,  thereby  to  breede  repentance  in  their  brest 
wch  before  absolution  of  our  synnes  must  euer  go 
wch  to  procure  I  was  to  them  thus  sharpe  in  outward  show: 
for  no  cause  else,  as  god  (who  sees  the  secrett  of  my  heart) 
can  tell.   But  now  I  must  uppon  occasion  hence  depart. 

lacob 

Sonnes  I  am  glad  you  are  come  home  &  that  wth  full  fild  sacks 
of  excellent  wheate,  but  one  thinge  yet  me  much  amazed  makes 
&  that  ys  this,  that  all  your  money  was  in  yowr  sacke  topps  found 
as  I  perceiu'd  when  you  pour'd  out  your  wheate  vpon  the  ground 
But  much  more  I  astonyed  am,  &  troubled  in  my  mynde 
that  you  are  all  come  home  agayne,  &  lefte  Simeon  behynd 
&  that  in  prison,  yea  &  fast  bound  in  chaynes,  for  so  you  say, 
&  (wch  doth  greeue  most)  will  now  take  Beniamin  away. 
&  (as  you  know)  Joseph  is  dead,  so  that  yf  you  hould  on 
the  course  you  haue  begun,  children  shortly  I  shall  haue  none, 
woe's  me  what  shall  I  do,  when  all  these  euills  are  fallen  on  mee! 

Ruben 

Kill  my  two  sonnes  yf  Beniamin  I  bringe  not  backe  in  safty 
vnto  you  father  yf  you  will  hym  to  my  hands  committ. 

lacob 2 

No  Ruben,  no,  content  thy  self,  in  no  case  I  will  do  yt. 
His  brother  Joseph's  dead,  &  he  remayninge  ys  alone 
yf  in  the  way  yll  hym  befall,  (as  surety  there  ys  none 


1  In  the  MS.  vv.  463—5  follow  v.  462  without  a  break. 

2  MS.  Joseph. 
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you  shall  bringe  downe  my  hoary  heyres  wth  sorrow  vnto  heU 
come  let's  away:  of  my  sonnes  goinge  no  more  I  will  heare  tell, 
[fol.  65  b]  My  sonnes  you  see  that  all  the  grayne  you  brought  ys  almost  spent 

iee  wherefore  to  ^Egypt  go  agayne  to  buy  some  more  incontinent. 

luda 

The  ouer  seer  of  the  land  of  whom  you  heard  before 
protested  wth  an  oath,  that  we  his  fayth1  should  see  no  more 
vnlesse  that  we  did  wth  vs  bringe  to  hym  our  yongest  brother 

BOO  wherefore  wth  vs  yf  you'l  hym  send,  we  will  agayne  go  thither 
&  buy  what  you  do  lack:  but  yf  you  will  not,  we'l  not  go 
for  he'l  not  on  vs  looke,  except  he  see  our  brother  also 

lacob 

you  haue  done  this  t'augment  my  griefe.  In  that  you  did  hym  tell 
you  had  an  other  brother,  assure  yowr  selues  you  dyd  not  well 

Leui 

BOS  The  man  did  aske  vs  of  our  progeny:  first  yf  our  father  lyued, 
then  what  children  he  had:  vnto  wch  we  directly  answeared 
could  we  beforehand  father  tell  that  he  would  vs  command 
our  brother  for  to  bringe?  Knew  we  that  he  would  this  demand? 
Sende  the  boy  wth  me  that  vpon  our  iourney  we  may  go, 

BIO  &  lyue,  lest  that  we  &  our  litle  ones  dye.   Good  father  do  so. 
I'l  take  vpon  me  his  protection :  require  hym  at  my  hand, 
vnlesse  I  bringe  hym  saffe  agayne  to  you  from  JEgypt  land 
I'l  guilty  be  of  synne  for  euermore  agaynst  you  father. 
But  for  delay  the  second  tyme  ere  now  we  had  come  hither 

lacob. 

eis  Yf  yt  must  needs  be  so,  do  as  you  lyst:  I  am  content 
but  cary  to  the  man  to  whom  you  go,  from  me  a  present 
of  all  the  best  fruits  of  this  land,  a  curtesy  of  hony 
Rosen,  Incense,  Almonds,  Terebynth,  &  myrrh,  &  double  money 
that  you  may  haue  enough,  both  for  to  pay  for  the  new  come 

620  you  buy,  &  the  money  that  was  in  yowr  sacks  backe  to  returne. 
Lest  peraduenture  yt  was  done,  through  ouersight  or  errour. 
And  wth  you  also  take  litle  Beniamin  your  yonger  brother 
&  go  vnto  the  man:  And  my  god  that's  almighty  make 
hym  vpon  you,  both  pitty  &  compassion  for  to  take. 

596  &  to  send  backe  wth  you  yowr  brother  whom  he  doth  keepe  in  prison 
&  Beniamin.  How  desolate  shall  I  be  here  lefte  alone? 

1  Read  face. 
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ludas 

So  soone  as  he  hath  seene  this  boy  (father)  he'l  let's  returne 
wth  hym,  Simeon,  &  come :  wherefore  I  pray  you  do  not  mourne. 

lacob 

God  graunt  my  sonne  yt  fall  out  so.  But  now  let's  hence  be  gone 
of  all  things  needfull  for  your  iourney  for  to  make  preparation,     uao 

[Toseph]1  [f  ol.66  a] 

I  see  the  men  that  lately  went  to  the  land  of  chanaan 
are  wth  their  yongest  brother  come  to  buy  more  corne  agayne 
Arbastus  go  &  fetch  them  to  my  house,  &  victimes  kill 
&  make  a  feast,  for  haue  them  dyne  wth  me  at  Noone  I  will. 
In  the  meane  tyme  I'l  go  about  such  busines  as  I  haue  535 

Arbastus 

Wth  care  my  Lord  all  shall  be  done,  as  you  commandment  gaue. 
My  frends  yt's  my  lords  will  that  you  into  his  house  shall  go 
why  stand  you  there  lyke  men  amaz'd?  come,  come,  yt  must  be  so. 

Ruben. 

Oh  Brothers  we  must  in  be  brought  I  feare  about  the  money 
wch  we  at  our  first  cominge  hither  backe  in  our  sackes  dyd  cary  540 
that  a  false  accusation  hee  agaynst  vs  there  might  lay 
that  he  may  vs  in  bondage  keepe,  &  all  our  Asses  stay. 

ludas. 

Good  maister  steward  we  humbly  beseech  you  vs  to  heare. 
Once  before  this  to  buy  prouision  we  in  this  country  were 
&  comminge  home,  in  our  sack  topps  we  found  iust  so  much  money  545 
as  our  corne  cost,  wch  we  haue  brought  agayne,  beinge  no  way  priuy 
who  put  yt  there :  &  besyds  that  more  money  wth  vs  bringe 
to  pay  for  that  we  take,  for  we  would  you  offend  in  nothinge 

Arbastus 

Peace  be  wth  you:  feare  not:  your  god,  &  the  god  of  your  father 
gaue  you  that  treasure  in  your  sacks :  wherefore  let  that  thinge  neuer  550 
dismay  you  frends :  for  I  acknowledge  that  I  was  truly  payed 
for  all  the  corne  that  then  you  bought:  wherefore  be  not  dismayed 
but  come  in  to  the  house,  &  I  will  bringe  your  brother  Simeon 
vnto  you  thither,  whom  you  at  your  departure  lefte  in  prison 
and  for  your  feeteyou  shall  haue  water  &  for  your  asses  prouender  BBB 

omnes  fratres. 

We  thanke  you  maister  steward,  &  kyndly  do  accept  your  offer- 
1  In  the  MS.  vv.  531—5  follow  v.  530  without  a  break. 
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Ruben. 

My  lord  (yf  we  might  be  so  bold)  to  you  we  would  present 
the  token  wch  yowr  honour  sawe,  from  our  old  father  sent. 

Joseph 

I  kyndly  yt  accept,  &  vnto  hym  am  much  behouldinge. 
660  ys  the  old  man  yowr  father  in  good  health?  ys  he  yet  lyuinge? 

Ruben 

your  seruant  our  old  father  ys  in  health,  &  lyueth  still. 
&  his  yong'st  sonne  by  vs  hath  sent,  accordinge  to  your  will 

loseph 
Ys  this  same  y our  y onge  brother  of  whome  to  me  you  made  relation  ? 

luda 
Yt  ys  (my  lord) 

Ios[eph]. 

*    God  vnto  the  be  mercifull  my  sonne. 

[fol.  66 1>]  From  weepinge  I  can  not  refrayne  to  see  this  myne  owne  brother 
see  yonge  Beniamin,  who  wth  me  had  one  &  the  selfsame  mother, 
so  great  ioy  ouerwhelmes  my  heart,  wherefore  I'l  take  occasion 
for  to  retyre  my  self  till  I  haue  dryue  away  this  passion. 
Arbastus  bringe  them  after  me  to  eate  wth  me  to  day 

Arbastus. 

670  I  will  my  lord,  come  wth  me  frends :  you  heare  what  he  dyd  say. 
my  lord  hath  caused  all  these  men  to  sitt  wth  hym  at  dynner 
where  they  accordinge  to  their  age  were  placed  all  in  order 
but  by  hym  self  my  lord  dyd  sitt :  These  men  apart  were  placed 
from  hym:  &  so  th  ^Egyptians  also  were  that  wth  them  dyned 
B76  for  for  th'  ^Egyptians  yt's  vnlawfull  &  prophane  to  eate 

wth  th'Hebrews:  &  my  lord  at  dynner  a  portion  gaue  of  meate 
to  euery  one :  But  Beniamins  by  fyue  parts  was  the  best 
because  (as  yt  should  seeme)  he  lou'd  hym  farre  aboue  the  reste 
When  dynner  was  done  forthwth  my  lord  commandment  gaue  I 

should 

680  fill  all  the  strangers  sacks  wth  corne  as  much  as  they  could  hould 
&  in  the  top  of  ech  mans  sacke  to  put  agayne  their  money 
&  in  the  yongest  brothers  sack  he  also  dyd  command  mee 
to  put  his  syluer  cupp  where  in  to  drynke  he  vsed  was 
all  wch  I  dyd  vnknowne  to  them,  &  they  away  did  passe. 
sss  But  now  my  lord  comes  here  yt  seems  y*  he  would  some  thinge 
w^me 
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Joseph 

Arbastus  go,  pursue  the  men  that  are  vpon  their  iourney 
&  when  thou  ouertak'st  them  say:  why  haue  you  euill  rendred 
for  good?  The  cup  wch  you  haue  stollen,  vnto  my  Lord  belonged 
&  ys  that  where  in  he  doth  drinke,  &  where  in  he  doth  vse 
for  to  diuine.  You  ill  haue  done  hym  thus  for  to  abuse.  500 

And  there  vpon  search  all  theyr  sacks  begininge  wth  the  eldest 
&  so  proceede  from  on  t'another  till  thou  come  to  the  yongest 
where  fyndinge  yt,  bringe  them  all  backe  agayne  forthwth  vnto  mee 

Arbastus 
Euen  as  your  Lordship  hath  comand'd  all  shall  performed  bee 

Joseph 

Well  then  make  hast.  All  this  I  do  to  make  them  better  know       595 
them  selues :  &  now  till  their  returne  agayne  I  will  in  go. 

Arbastus  [f  ol.  67  a] 

How  now  good  fellows,  well  ouertaken.  Why  haue  you  euill  rendred 
for  good?  The  cup,  wch  you  haue  stollen  vnto  my  lord  belonged, 
&  ys  that  where  in  he  doth  drynke,  &  where  in  he  doth  vse 
for  to  diuine:  you  ill  haue  done  hym  thus  for  to  abuse.  6oo 

Ruben 

Why  doth  our  lord  speake  to  vs  so?  as  though  thy  seruants  had 
some  heynous  &  enormious  fault  agaynst  your  honour  made 
The  money  that  before  we  found  in  our  sacke  topps,  agayne 
we  to  your  Lordship  dyd  recary  from  the  Land  of  chanaan 
How  should  wethenhaue  stollen  out  of  thy  lords  house  gold  &syluer?  BOB 
Search  vs,  &  all  our  sacks,  &  let  them  dye  wth  whom  so  euer 
that  shall  be  found,  &  to  our  Lord  we  will  all  bound1  men  bee. 

Arbastus. 

Be  yt  euen  so :  Let  hym  wtb  whom  yt  shall  be  found,  be  guylty 
&  my  bound  men,  guyltlesse  the  rest.  So  let's  go  serch  your  sacks. 

omnes  fratres. 
We  come  my  lord:  &  vs  our  innocency  so  forward  makes  6io 

Arbastus. 

you  see  fellows  I  the  cup  haue  found  in  your  yongst  brothers  sack 
where  fore  you  must  vnto  my  lord  wth  me  agayne  turne  back 

Simeon 
Alas  that  euer  we  were  borne !  now  are  we  cast  away. 
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Arbastus. 
stay  :Here  me  thinkes  myLord  doth  comerLets  heare  what  he  doth  say 

Joseph 
eis  What  ys  my  cup  amongst  them  found?  Why  haue  you  done  this 

thinge? 
Knew  you  not  that  none's  lyke  to  me  in  the  art  of  diuininge  ? 

luda. 

What  answeare  shall  we  make  my  lord?  or  what  shall  we  be  able 
for  an  excuse  for  to  pretend  syth  god  hath  found  vs  culpable  ? 
Lo  we  are  bound  men  to  my  lord  ech  one,  both  he,  &  wee1 
620  wth  whom  the  cupp  was  found,  &  y eelde  our  selues  vnto  jour  mercy 

loseph 

Nay  god  forbyd  I  should  so  do.  He  only  that's  th'offender 
shall  be  my  bound2  man,  &  the  rest  may  go  vnto  theyr  father. 

luda 

I  humbly  you  beseech  my  Lord,  let  me  but  speake  one  worde 
wth  out  offence  syth  that  you  after  pharao  are  my  lord : 
ess  At  first  tyme  you  vs  askt:  Haue  you  a  father  or  a  brother  ? 
&  we  dyd  answeare  make  vnto  my  lord :  we  haue  a  father, 
[fol.  67  b]  Who  aged  ys,  &  a  yonge  brother  in  his  old  age  begot, 

Whose  brother  by  the  mother  ys  dead,  &  any  mo  sonnes  she  hath  not 
&  that  yonge  sonne  ys  tenderly  beloued  of  hys  father, 
eso  And  you  vnto  your  seruants  sayd:  Bringe  hym  vnto  me  hither 
that  I  may  sett  nryne  eyes  on  hym.   we  to  my  lord  suggested 
yf  that  the  boy  his  father  leaue,  he  quickly  will  be  dead. 
And  you  vnto  your  seruants  sayd :   vnlesse  yowr  yongest  brother 
you  vnto  me  do  bringe,  my  face  agayne  you  shall  see  neuer. 
ess  All  wch  we  to  our  father  told:  who  bad  vs  agayne  go 

when  all  the  corn  ewe  bought  was  spent,  where  to  weansweared,  No 
except  the  boy  he  sent  wth  vs:  &  told  hym  the  cause  why 
where  to  he  answeare  made :  you  know  that  my  wyf e  two  sonnes 

bare  me 

where  of  the  one  went  forth,  &  you  dyd  say  he  was  deuoured 
640  by  some  wild  beast:  &  to  this  day  he  neuer  yet  appeared: 
yf  this  you  also  take,  &  ought  do  hym  befall  but  well 
you  shall  bringe  downe  my  hoary  heyres  wth  sorrow  vnto  hell. 
Wherefore  yf  that  vnto  your  seruant  our  father  I  shall  go 

1  Read  wee  &  he.  2  Ms.  bonnd. 
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wth  out  the  boy,  on  whose  lyfe  his  lyfe  hangs,  he'l  dye  for  wo 

Let  me  there  fore  your  boundman  be,  who  tooke  hym  to  my  custody  645 

eyther  to  bringe  hym  saffe  agayne,  or  of  synne  to  be  guylty. 

agaynst  my  father.   I  therefore  thy  seruant  will  here  stay 

yf  that  your  honour  will  permitt  the  child  to  go  his  way. 

now  wth  my  Brothers,  for  I  dare  not  go  vnto  my  father 

wth  out  the  boy,  lest  that  he  dye,  when  he  sees  not  my  brother.    6so 

loseph 

No  longee  I  can  teares  refraynr  to  see  them  thus  perplexed 
syth  they  my  brothers  are,  whom  as  my  self  I  euer  loued. 
And  yet  I'l  not  be  knowne  to  them  whyle  others  are  here  present 
but  send  them  hence,  &  to  my  brethren  then  be  knowne  incontinent 
All  but  these  strangers  hence  depart  &  leaue  vs  here  alone.          «B5 
for  here  priuy  conference  wth  them  I'l  haue  when  you  are  gone. 
I  loseph  am. 

Rub[en]. 
What  sayth  my  Lord? 

Ios[eph]. 

ys  my  father  yet  lyuinge? 

Ruben. 
Brothers  hear'd  you  what  my  lord  sayd,  or  was  I  but  a  dreaminge  ? 

*     luda 
His  words  I  heard,  but  strange  they  were,  &  make  me  much  amazed. 

loseph 
Gome  nearer  me,  I  loseph  am  your  brother:  stand  not  astonied    eeo 

Ruben  [fol.68»] 

The  same  sound  rings  still  in  myne  eares.  Good  brothers  listen  better 
yf  that  his  honour  speake  agayne. 

Ios[eph]. 

Feare  not  I  am  no  other 
but  yowr  owne  brother  loseph  whom  you  vnto  Mgypt  sould 

Simeon  et  ceteri 
our  eares  say  he  vs  brother  calls,  yf  them  beleeue  we  could. 

loseph 

Let  yt  not  greue  you  brothers  that  you  sould  me  to  this  country  oes 
for  for  your  preservation  god  before  you  hither  sent  mee 
for  two  yeares  are  of  famine  past,  &  fyue  yeares  mo  remayne, 
wherein  they  can  neyther  till,  nor  sow,  nor  reape  any  kynd  of  grayne. 
&  god  me  sent  before  you  that  you  might  preserued  bee 
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670  vpon  the  earth,  &  victuals  haue  to  lyue  wth  outen  penury 
Not  by  the  cause,  but  by  the  will  of  god,  who  sent  me  hither 
&  who  hath  made  me  as  yt  were  vnto  pharao  a  father 
&  lord  of  his  whole  house,  &  prince  in  all  th  ^Egyptian  land 
Make  hast,  &  to  my  father  go,  &  let  hym  vnderstand 

67B  that  god  hath  me  his  sonne  Lord  of  all  ^Egypt  land  created 
&  that  to  haue  hym  hither  come,  wth  out  delay  I  wished 
And  the  place  of  his  dwellinge  shall  be  in  the  lande  of  Gessen 
that  nere  to  me  he  and  you  all  may  be,  and  all  your  [l]  children 
that  hym  &  you  all  I  may  feede  (for  fyue  yeares  yet  remayne 

eso  of  famyne)  lest  both  he  &  you  all  dye  for  want  of  grayne. 

And  he  shall  haue  foode  for  his  flocks,  &  heards,  &  what  so  euer 
he  wth  hym  brings,    forth  wth  be  gone,  &  say  thus  to  my  father. 
Behold  your  eyes,  &  th'eyes  of  Beniamyn  my  brother  see 
that  yt's  my  mouth  that  speakes  these  things  to  you,  &  doth  not  lye. 

ess  Report  vnto  my  father  my  whole  glory,  &  what  you  haue 
in  ^Egypt  seene.  make  hast  I  say,  as  I  commandment  gaue. 
But  ere  you  go  lett  [me]  my  Brother  Beniamin  embrace 
To  see  thee  Brother  I  am  the  gladdest  man  that  euer  was. 

Beniamin 
And  &  so  am  I  my  Lord  to  see  you  rysen  to  this  dignity 

690  for  ioy  I  can  no  longer  speake,  my  lord  I  pray  you  pardon  mee. 

Joseph 

Else  were  I  much  to  blame,  syth  my  selfe  can  not  teares  refrayne 
for  ioy  to  see  thee  Brother:  let  me  embrace  the  once  agayne, 
&  kisse  thee  as  thou  speechlesse  stands.  Alas  kynd  boy  I  pitty  thee. 
Now  Brothers  let  me  kisse  you  to,  whom  I  do  loue  entyrely. 

696  Comfort  yowr  selues:  I  Joseph  am  your  kynd  &  louinge  brother. 
All  that  I  haue's  at  yowr  command ;  I  pray  you  thinke  no  other 
[fol.68b]  What  s'euer  you  did  to  me  I  haue  forgott  &  quit  forgeue 
&  neuer  a  whit  I'l  loue  you  worse  for  y*  while  I  do  lyue. 

Omnes  fratres. 

Most  humble  thankes  my  Lord  vpon  our  knees  thy  seruants  render 

Joseph 

700  Aryse  kynd  Brothers  for  you  shall  there  kneele  to  me  no  longer 

Ruben 

Yowr  kyndnes  doth  encourage  vs  (myLord)  to  speake  more  boldly 
vnto  yowr  honour  then  erst  we  dyd,  remembringe  yet  our  duty. 

1  MS.  hys  written  and  crossed  out. 
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Kinge  pharao. 

Joseph  I  am  informed l  that  these  here  thy  brethren  are 
&  I  &  all  my  house  are  glad  to  heare  &  see  their  welfare 
Welcome  to  me  my  f rends  for  Josephs  sake  to  ^Egypt  land  705 

&  what  so  euer  ys  there  in  shall  be  at  your  command. 
And  Joseph  byd  them  loadinge  take,  &  go  vnto  their  father 
&  hym  &  all  his  kynne  thence  bringe,  &  come  vnto  thee  hither 
that  all  the  good  thinges  in  this  land  on  them  thou  may  bestow 
that  of  the  land  of  ^Egypt  they  &  theirs  may  eate  the  marrow.      7io 
Commandment  also  geue  that  waynes  they  also  wth  them  cary 
for  cariage  of  their  litle  ones,  their  wyues,  &  their  whole  family. 
&  byd  them  nothinge  leaue  behynd,  but  returne  wth  all  speede 
&  all  the  wealth  of  ^Egypt's  theirs  to  serue  them  yf  they  neede. 
&  so  adew  till  your  returne,  wch  I  wish  should  be  shortly  7i5 

Ownes  fratres. 
All  happines  renowned  pharao  attend  your  royall  maiestye. 

Joseph 

Well  Brothers  now  you  shall  be  gone,  &  as  the  kinge  commanded 
Waynes,  corne,  &  victualls  for  the  way  for  you  I'l  see  prouided 
Arbastus  go  &  for  ech  one  of  them  two  robes  make  ready, 
but  fyue  for  Beniamin;  and  of  the  best  see  that  they  bee.  7ao 

Three  hundred  peeces  also  geue  to  Beniamin  of  syluer. 
&  by  them  as  much  money  &  rayment  send  vnto  my  father : 
&  asses  lett  them  also  haue  their  ryches  for  to  cary 
&  for  to  beare  their  wheate,  &  all  their  victualls  for  their  iourney. 
And  Brothers  by  the  way  see  that  among' st  you  be  no  anger        725 
but  louingly  agree,  as  Brothers  ought  one  wth  an  other 
as  I  do  hope  you  will.  So  let's  be  gone  to  make  thinges  ready 

Omnes  fratres 
Vpon  your  honour  we'l  attend,  as  we  are  bound  by  duty 

Jacob  [fol.69a] 

I  thinke  ech  day  a  yeare  to  be  synce  my  sonnes  hence  departed 
&  musen  much  they  do  not  come,  for  now  the  tyme's  expyred      78o 
of  their  appoyntment  to  returne.  God  graunt  they  be  in  safty 
&  not  detayn'd  agaynst  their  wills,  but  haue  their  wonted  liberty 
to  come  &  that 2  at  their  owne  tyme,  where  of  I  stand  in  f eare 
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that  all  this  whyle  no  tydings  I  at  all  do  from  them  heare. 
7»B  Here  of  I  dream'd  before  they  went,  &  therefore  would  haue  stayed 
my  yonge  sonne  Beniamyn  at  home,  because  I  was  afray-d 
lest  I  should  neuer  see  hym  more,  yf  he  dyd  wth  them  go 
&  yet  his  Brethren  me  persua'd  I  had  no  cause  to  thinke  so: 
such  was  their  found  *  security.  But  ouer  late  I  fynde 
740  to  my  great  grief e  they  were  deceiu'd,  &  in  their  iudgment  blinde. 
Wth  the  vntymely  death  of  Joseph  they  were  not  contented 
vntill  that  mee  of  Beniamyn  they  also  had  bereaued. 
who  in  myne  old  age  might  haue  beene  to  me  a  help  &  stay 
Vhere  as  for  want  of  him  wth  sorrow  I  shall  now  pyne  away, 
745  for  fully  I  persuaded  am  some  euill's  to  them  happened 

or  by  all  lyklyhood  they  neuer  would  thus  longe  haue  stayed. 
But  I  shall  not  depryued  be  only  of  my  sonne  Beniamyn 
&  them,  But  I  &  all  their  children  shall  also  dye  of  famyne, 
wch  grows  so  great  in  euery  place,  that  victualls  for  no  money 
7 BO  there's  any  where  for  to  be  bought  saueinge  in  ^Egypt  only 
where  all  my  sonnes  miscaried  haue,  &  will  no  more  returne. 
No  other  course  then  can  I  take,  but  here  sitt  downe  &  mourne 

Ruben 
Rest  you  well  (father)  what's  the  cause  that  you  sitt  here  so  sadly? 

lacob 
Molest  me  not,  who  s'euer  you  be,  for  I  am  full  of  misery 

ludas 

756  Wee  are  your  sonnes  from  JSgypt  come,  who  craue  your  blessing 
father 

Jacob 
My  sonnes  are  dead  I  know  right  well,  wherefore  mock  me  no  longer 

Beniamyn 

Good  father  say  not  so,  but  speake  to  me  yow  yong'st  sonne  Ben 
iamyn. 

lacob 

That  voyce  reuyues  my  spirits,  &  makes  me  to  cast  vp  myne  eyne 
Wh'areyouthatneelebeforemehere?  My  sonnes?  I  would  you  were. 
760  but  both  myne  eye  sight  &  myne  eares  do  me  deceiue  I  feare. 

owmes  fratres. 
we  are  your  sonnes,  &  craue  your  blessinge,  beinge  glad  to  see 

you  well. 
1  ?  Readi ond.  2  V.  744  was  first  written  after  v.  742  and  then  cancelled. 
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lacob. 

Are  you  my  sonnes  all  saffe  come  home?  my  ioy  no  tongue  can  tell. 
God  blesse  you  all.  come  Beniamin,  &let  me  the  embrace.  [fol.  69  b] 

Kisse  me  my  sonne.  How  doth  my  boy?  for  feare  half  dead  I  was 
lest  I  should  haue  seene  you  no  more.  Blessed  be  god  Almighty   765 
who  in  your  iourney  was  your  guyd,  &  brought  you  saffe  vnto  mee 

Ruben 

For  that  we'l  euer  prayse  his  name :  &  let  you  understande 
that  loseph  yet  ys  lyuinge,  &  rules  all  the  ^Egyptian  land 

lacob 

Me  thinkes  I  as  yt  were  out  of  a  heauy  sleepe  am  wakened, 
loseph  my  sonne  yet  lyuinge?  yt  ys  a  thinge  not  to  be  credited    770 
&  much  lesse  that  he  ruler  ys  of  all  the  land  of  ^Egypt 

Beniamyn. 
Father  the  one  as  well  as  th'  others  true  vpon  my  credit 

lacob. 

That's  neyther:  for  loseph  was  by  some  naughty  beast  deuored 
longesynce.  Ho  wean  he  then  be  lyuinge,  or^Egyptbyhymgouered? 

ludas 

Father  we  saw  hym  wth  our  eyes,  &  heard  hym  wth  our  eares:      77B 
&  he  confirm'd  the  same,  by  sheedinge  of  whole  floodes  of  teares 
for  ioy  to  see  vs  there :  &  asked  kyndly  how  you  dyd 
&  when  we  were  to  come  away  did  vs  command  &  bidd 
to  bringe  you  to  hym  wth  vs  thither,  wth  your  whole  house  &  family 
&  store  of  waynes  hath  wth  vs  sent  your  substance  for  to  cary,     78o 
&  asses  load  wth  wheate,  &  money  put  into  our  purses 
where  wth  for  to  defray  by  the  way  all  our  costs  &  charges 
&  vpon  vs  two  roabes  a  peece  he  also  hath  bestowed 
but  fyue  on  Beniamin  for  hym  yt  seemes  he  most  affected 
&  vnto  hym  three  hundred  peeces  he  also  gaue  of  syluer  785 

&  as  many  mo  he  sent  to  you  by  Beniamin  our  Brother 
&  rayment  also  for  to  weare  to  you  he  sent  lyke  wyse 
all  wch  may  be  sufficient  proofe,  that  he  our  brother  ys. 
And  to  all  this  kinge  pharao  gaue  consent,  &  did  command 
that  we  should  go  &  yt  relate  vnto  you  out  of  hand  790 

lacob 

Yf  my  sonne  loseph  yet  be  lyuinge,  fully  yt  me  suffyceth 
&  I  resolued  am  to  go  &  see  hym  ere  my  death 
where  fore  let's  go  &  ready  make  all  things  fitt  for  our  iourney 
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Ruben 
father  we'l  all  attend  on  you  as  we  are  bound  in  duty. 

lacob 

795  Now  I  am  towards  JEgypt  goinge  wth  my  whole  house  &  family 
&  by  the  well  of  th'  oath  I  victims  kild  to  god  almig[h]ty 
the  god  of  myne  owne  father  Isaac,  &  neere  vnto  that  place 
I  leaft  my  company,  &  came  hither  to  rest  me  here  a  space 

God. 
lacob,  lacob? 

Iac[ob]. 

Lo  here  I  am. 

God. 

I  am  the  god  most  mighty 

soo  of  thy  father,  feare  not,  but  downe  to  ^Egypt  go  directly, 
[fol.  70  a]  And  there  into  a  great  &  mighty  nation  I  will  make  thee: 

&  I  will  go  downe  wth  thee  thither,  &  thence  returninge  bringe  thee. 

lacob. 

It  seemes  I  slept,  &  haue  heard  god  speake  to  me  in  a  vision 
wherefore  (as  he  me  bade)  I  towards  ^Egypt  will  be  gone 
BOS  &  will  before  me  ludas  send  to  loseph  for  to  signify 

that  I  am  cominge,  &  hym  desyre  in  Gessen  for  to  meete  mee 

ludas. 

Father  this  is  the  place,  yf  that  I  take  my  ayme  aright 
where  loseph  dyd  appoynt  to  meete,  &  now  hee's  here  in  sight 

loseph 
Yowr  blessinge  father  I  desyre. 

Iac[ob]. 

God's  blessinge  haue  thou  loseph 

sio  yf  thou  be  lyuinge  &  in  health  my  sonne  yt  mee  sufficeth. 
Now  loseph  will  I  dye  wth  ioy  syth  I  haue  seene  thy  face. 

loseph 

Let  me  clipp  you  about  the  neck,  &  in  myne  armes  embrace. 
I  can  not  choose  but  weepe  for  ioy  when  that  I  see  you  father 

lacob. 
No  more  can  I  to  see  the  soone,  whom  I  haue  loued  euer 

loseph 

sio  Father  welcome:  so  be  you  Brothers.  I'l  go  vnto  the  kinge 
&  hym  acquaynt,  wth  yours,  my  fathers,  &  his  families  cominge 
&  that  you  pastors  are  of  sheepe,  &  flocks  to  feede's  your  trade 
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&  that  your  heardes,  &  all  you  haue  are  come,  as  hym  self  e  bade. 
And  when  he  askes  you,  what's  your  trade,  you  shall  geue  hym 

these  answears 

Wee  from  our  youth  haue  pastors  bene,  &  so  were  our  fore  fathers :  8ao 
that  in  the  land  of  Gessen  you  may  dwell,  thus  you  must  say 
because  wth  no  pastors  of  sheepe  th'^Egyptians  can  away. 
Till  my  returne  here  stay,  for  wth  all  speede  I'l  come  agayne 

lacob. 

Sonne  thy  directions  wee'l  obserue,  &  here  the  whyle  remayne. 
Sonnes  see  how  god  prouids  for  vs  beyonde  our  expectation         sao 
by  bringeinge  vs  in  tyme  of  famyne  vnto  a  fruitfull  nation 
where  by  he  bynds  vs  more  &  more  thankfull  to  hym  to  bee. 
But  'st,  the  kinge  ys  here  at  hand:  Let  vs- attend  his  maiesty 

Kinge  pharao. 

loseph  I  am  right  glad  your  father's  come  &  all  his  ch[i]ldren 
&  ys  as  you  affirm  aryu'd  here  in  the  land  of  Gessen  8»o 

loseph 
They  are  my  liege :  Loe  where  they  be,  as  to  your  grace  I  sayde 

Kinge  pharao. 
Welcome  my  frendes  to  ^Egypt  land.  I  pray  you  what's  your  trade 

lacob 

Thy  seruantes  pastors  are  of  sheepe,  as  our  fore  fathers  were, 
&  come  to  soiourne  in  this  land,  by  reason  that  we  heare 
there's  plenty  of  corne  in  this  country,  &  also  store  of  grasse        ass 
where  as  in  the  land  whence  we  came  great  want  of  both  there  was 
where  fore  most  humbly  we  beseech  your  grace  to  graunt  vs  liberty  [lol.  70  b] 
here  in  the  land  of  Gessen  for  to  stay  wth  all  our  company 

Kinge  pharao. 

loseph  thy  father  &  thy  Brethren  are  hither  come  vnto  thee. 
The  Land  of  ^Egypt's  in  thy  sight,  the  best  part  of  the  country    84<> 
see  that  thou  place  them  in,  &  Gessen  vnto  them  deliuer. 
If  any  industrious  men  amongst  them  thou  doest  know  come  hither 
appoynt  them  maisters  of  my  cattle.  But  now  thy  father  shew  mee 

loseph 
This  aged  man  (my  Liege)  whom  here  I  bringe  vnto  y our  maiesty 

Kinge  pharao. 
God  blesse  you  (father)  tell  me  what's  the  number  of  yowryeares.  84c 

lacob 
One  hundred  thirty,  few  &  euill,  &  reach  not  to  my  fathers 

Qefperia,  Srganjunqsteilje,  4.  3 
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Kinge  pharao 
Yt's  a  fayre  age.  Now  I'l  be  gone,  &  leaue  you  wth  your  sonne. 

lacob 
All  happines  attend  your  honour,  &  gods  good  benediction 

Joseph 

Now  father  I'l  go  &  deliuer  vnto  you  out  of  hand 
BOO  possession  of  the  fruitfulst  place,  that's  wth  in  all  this  land : 
&  for  provision  of  your  house  you  shall  haue  store  of  grayne 
&  for  your  catle  foode  enough  whyle  the  famyne  doth  remayne. 

lacob 

Thankes  my  beloued  sonne.  I  see  thy  dreame's  now  come  to  passe 
&  thankes  to  god  I  geue,  who  me  conducted  to  this  place. 
SBC  where  in  this  tyme  of  famyne  I,  &  my  whole  house  may  haue 
reliefe.  No  doubt  but  god  thee  hither  sent  our  soules  to  saue. 

Joseph 

Hee  did  in  deede :  for  wch  let's  prayse  his  name  for  euermore 
&  now  be  gone. 

lacfob]. 

Sonne  lead  the  way. 
Ios[eph]. 

No  you  shall  go  before 
lacfob]. 
That  ys  not  seemely  sonne. 

Ios[eph]. 

perhaps  as  I  am  vnder  pharao. 

sec  but  as  I  am  your  sonne  yt's  fitt  that  you  before  should  go. 
Wherefore  good  father  lead  the  way,  &  I  wth  all  my  brethren 
will  follow  you  &  be  your  guyde  vnto  the  land  of  Gessen. 

Arbastus. 

My  Lord  the  famyne  ys  so  great  through  aU  the  world  encreased 
though  most  in  ^Egypt  &  chanaan  that  they  are  almost  famished, 
see  And  the  ^Egyptians  stiU  cry  out  for  corne,  but  haue  no  money 
to  pay  for  yt:  for  as  you  know,  yt's  all  in  the  kings  treasury 

Joseph 

Then  let  them  to  me  bringe  their  catle,  as  horses  sheepe,  &  oxen 

for  wch  they  shall  haue  corne  for  to  relieue  them  &  their  children 

Pol.  71  a]  And  let  them  not  thinke  much  there  at,  for  I  must  be  indifferent 

870  betwixt  the  kinge  &  them,  as  I  am  bound  by  gods  commandment 

wherefore  as  I  let  them  haue  corne,  wch  ys  my  lords  the  kinges, 
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Euen  so  must  I  receiue  for  yt  eyther  coyne,  or  other  thinges 

that's  answearable  there  vnto :  exceptinge  when  his  maiesty 

will  yt  gratis1  bestow  on  any,  out  of  his  liberality 

And  they  at  their  owne  seruantes  hands  will  looke  for  y e  lyke  iustice : 

wherefore  they  can  not  blame  me  yf  I  do  the  kinge  lyke  seruice. 

But  now  vnto  the  common  barns  let's  go  corne  to  deliuer 

for  many  Buyers  longe  ere  this  doubtlesse  will  be  come  thither. 

Bletzo. 

What  Neighbour  Turnsol  shall  we  do,  now  all  our  money's  gone 
&  all  our  catle  chang'd  for  corne,  &  yet  corne  haue  wee  none? 
&  this  ys  our  whole  countries  case,  wherefore  let's  haue  your 

counsell 

Turnsol. 

Oh  Neighbour  Bletzo  lyfe  ys  sweete,  wch  to  preserue  lets  sell 
our  Lands  vnto  the  kinge,  &  our  selues  his  Boundslaues  become 
So  may  we  lyue :  all  though  our  lyues  will  paynfull  be  & 

troublesome. 

Bletzo 

Yowr  counsell' s  good,  though  somewhat  sharpe:  &  yet  all^Egypt  land 
are  forc't  before  vs  so  to  do,  as  I  do  vnnderstande 

Turnsol 

Thenmustweneedesthesamecoursetake,sythytwecannotremedy 
&  wth  them  be  content  to  make  a  vertue  of  necessity 
wherefore  let  vs  repayre  vnto  the  ruler  of  this  land 
&  bargayne  wth  hym  for  some  corne:  who  now  ys  here  at  hand 
God  saue  your  honour  noble  lord.  Yowr  suppliants  humbly  craue 
that  corne  for  saue  guard  of  their  lyues  at  your  hand  they  may 

haue. 

in  hew  where  of  you  for  the  kinge  of  our  lands,  may  make  seysure 
2&  we  our  selues  will  bound  men  be  also  vnto  his  honour 

loseph. 

My  lord  the  kinge  ys  mercifull  &  wisheth  no  mans  ouerthrow 
&  looke  what  fauour  other  found  the  lyke  he'l  to  you  show 
where  fore  you  shall  haue  foode  to  eate,  &  may  your  land  go  till 
&  fetch8  here  seede  to  sow  yt  wth.  &  of  th'encrease  I  will 
haue  you  one  fifth  part  for  to  geue  only  vnto  his  maiesty 

1  MS.  gatis. 
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&  foure  take  to  your  selues  for  seede,  &  to  relieue  your  family 

&  here  wth  not  [*]  you  only  but  all  ^Egypt  ys  content 

because  you  &  your  lands  [*]  are  now  the  kings  by  your  consent 

Bletzo 

Our  lyues  are  in  your  hands,  &  yf  our  lord  to  vs  shew  mercy 
we  will  be  ready  for  to  serue  the  kinge  &  that  most  gladly 

Joseph 

»06  Well  then  Arbastus  go,  &  let  corne  be  to  them  deliuered 
as  vnto  all  the  rest,  so  that  these  couenants  be  obserued. 

Arbastus. 
All  shall  my  lord  performed  be  as  you  commandment  geue 

Turnsol. 
And  we'l  (my  lord)  acknowled  you  to  be  the  cause  we  lyue. 

Joseph. 

Now  all  the  land  of  ^Egypt  but  the  priests  (who  are  made  free 
»io  from  these  conditions)  to  the  kinge  must  one  fifth  part  pay  yearly 
&  thinke  them  selue  well  delt  wtb  all  for  they  a  sale  dyd  make 
of  all  their  lands,  &  yet  the  kinge  one  fifth  part  doth  but  take. 
And  but  that  they  thus  do,  they  would  be  starued  all  wth  hunger, 
where-as  now  they  may  lyue.   But  now  I'l  go  &  see  my  father 
916  who  aged  growes,  &  syckly  to  for  so  I  am  informed 
by  one  who  also  sayd  that  he  to  see  me  much  desyred 

lacob 

Sonne  Joseph  I  do  feele  that  the  day  of  my  death  draws  nigh 
where  fore  yf  I  haue  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  vnder  my  thigh 
put  thy  hand,  &  thou  shalt  vnto  me  do  thys  truth  &  mercy 
990  not  in  the  land  of  ^Egypt,  but  wth  my  forefathers  bury  me 

Joseph 
Father  assure  your  self  I'l  do  euen  as  you  haue  commanded 

lacob. 
Sweare  then  vnto  me  sonne. 

losfeph]. 

As  I  lyue  there  you  shall  be  buryed 

lacob. 

In  Luza  wch  ys  in  chanaan  god  dyd  appeare  vnto  mee 
&  blest  me  sayinge:  I'l  into  multituds  of  peoples  make  thee 
•is  &  geue  to  thee,  &  after  thee,  vnto  thy  seede  this  land. 

1  MS.  only  written  and  deleted. 
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but  sonne1  tell  me  who  those  two  be,  that  there  by  the  do  stand 

Joseph. 

They  are  my  sonns,  &  called  be  Manasses  &  Ephraim, 
whom  god  vpon  me  hath  bestowed  since  to  this  place  I  came. 

lacob 
I  knew  them  not  my  sight's  so  dimwe.   Good  sonne  bringe  them 

vnto  me, 

that  I  my  blessinge  may  on  them  bestow  before  I  dye.  9so 

Welcome  sweete  sonnes :  let  me  you  kisse  &  in  myne  armes  embrace 
you  shall  reputed  be  to  me  as  Simeon  &  Ruben  was. 
Sonne  Joseph  of  the  sight  of  thee  I  haue  not  bene  defrauded 
&  god  almighty  also  hath  thy  seede  vnto  me  shewed. 

Joseph 

Father  lett  me  take  from  your  lapp  my  sonns  that  they  may  stand  935 
to  take  your  blessinge  th'one  on  your  left,  the  other  on  your  right 
hand 

lacob  [f  ol.72  a] 

So  do  my  sonne  that  I  my  hands  vpon  their  heads  may  lay 
God  in  whose  sight  my  fathers  Abraham  &  Isaac  ay 
did  walke :  God  that  me  from  my  youth  f  code  till  this  day  hath  geuen, 
Th'  Angell,  that  me  deliuered  hath  from  all  ylls,  blesse  these  children.  9*0 
And  be  myne,  &  my  fathers  names  vpon  them  called  also, 
&  into  a  great  multitude  vpon  th' earth  let  them  grow 

Joseph 

Vpon  his  right  hand  purposely  I  plac'd  the  elder  Brother 
Manasses,  &  vpon  his  lefte  Ephraim,  who  ys  the  yonger 
thinkeinge  he  would  haue  layd  his  hands  vpon  them  as  they  stand.  94B 
but  changeinge  them  he  puts  his  lefte  in  place  of  his  right  hand 
crosewyse,  where  at  I  musen  much,  &  yt  no  litle  greeues  mee. 
But  he  perhaps  mistakes,  wherefore  his  hands  I'l  remoue  presently. 
Father  yt's  not  convenient  so  to  bee,  wherefore  I  pray 
you  on  Manasses  head,  who's  first  begotten,  your  right  hand  lay.  950 

lacob. 

No,  no,  I  know  (my  sonne)  I  know:  Manasses  shall  in  deede 
into  a  mighty  people  grow,  &  shall  be  multiplyed: 
But  yet  his  yonger  Brother  shall  be  greatter  farre  then  hee, 
&  into  Nations  shall  his  seede  encrease  &  multiply. 
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955  Nephewes)  God  blesse  you  both.   In  thee  sonne  shall  Israel  be 

blessed. 

Ephraim  stand  there,  for  thou  before  Manasses  shall  be  placed, 
loseph  my  sonne  behold  I  dye,  &  god  wth  you  will  bee 
&  you  agayne  backe  to  the  land  of  your  forefathers  cary. 
And  vnto  thee  aboue  thy  Brethren  one  portion  geue  I  do 

»eo  wch  from  th'Amorrhean  1  did  take  wth  my  sword  &  my  bow. 
But  now  thy  Brethren  cominge  are.  Sonnes  stand  there  all  together 
that  I  may  shew  to  you  the  things,  that  are  to  come  here  after. 
Ruben  my  first  begotten,  my  strength,  &  of  my  grief es  beginner, 
former  in  giftes,  in  Empyre1  greatter,  thou  art  pour'd  out  as  water, 

066  Encrease  thou  not,  because  thou  did'st  ascend  thy  fathers  bedd. 
Simeon  &  Leui  Brethren  of  the  self  same  woman  bredd 
come  not  my  soule  vnto  their  counsell  warringe  vessells  of  iniquity, 
nor  in  their  congregation  be  my  glory,  syth  in  their  fury 
they  slew  a  man,  &  a  wall  vndermyned  in  their  wilfulnes 

»7o  In  lacob  I'l  diuide  them,  &  in  Israel  them  disperse. 

ludas  thy  children  shall  the  prayse:  In  the  necke  of  thyne  enemy 
thy  hand  shall  be,  yea  &  thy  fathers  children  shall  adore  thee. 
To  the  pray  sonne  thou  did'st  ascend,  a  Lions  whelp  ludas 
takeinge  thy  rest  thou  as  a  Lyon  lye,  &  as  a  Lyonesse. 
[fol.  72 b]  who  shall  thee  rayse?  The  scepter  shaU  from  ludas  not  be  taken: 

«76  A  Duke  out  of  his  thigh,  vntill  he  come  &  be  vp  rysen 

that's  to  be  sent,  who  th'Expectation  of  the  Gentills  shall  bee 
&  his  colt  to  the  vinyard,  &  shee  Asse  to  the  vine  shall  tye: 
&  he  shall  wash  his  stole  in  wyne,  &  cloake  in  blood  of  grapes 

•so  Zabulon  shall  in  the  sea  shoare  dwell,  &  in  the  roade  of  shipps. 
Isachar  a  stronge  Asse  shall  at  rest  betweene  the  borders  lye: 
he  saw  that  rest  was  good,  &  shoulder  vnder  put  to  cary. 
Dan  shall  his  people  iudge,  as  an  other  tribe  in  Israel 
be  Dan  a  snake  in  the  way,  in  the  path  a  serpent  fell 

9.5  bytinge  the  horses  hoofes  that  his  ryder  may  backward  fall 
I'l  thy  saluation  (lord)  expect,  wch  come  here  after  shall. 
Gad  the  girded  shall  before  hym  fight,  &  backward  bee 
girded  hym  self.  Aser  his  bread  ys  fatt,  &  daynties  hee 
shall  geue  to  kings.  And  Nepthali  a  hart  let  forth  &  geuinge 

960  speeches  of  beauty.  And  loseph  my  sonne  a  child  encreasinge, 
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encreasinge,  &  comly  for  to  behold ;  The  Daughters  coursed 

both  to  &  fro  vpon  the  wall :  but  the  dart  men  hym  enuyed, 

his  bow  sate  on  the  stronge,  Band  of  his  armes  &  hands  were  loosed 

by  the  hands  of  the  mighty  of  lacob:  from  thence  issued 

a  pastor,  &  the  stone  of  Israel:  God  of  thy  father  995 

shall  be  thy  helper,  &  th' Almighty  shall  blesse  thee  more  ouer 

wth  heauenly  blessings  from  aboue,  &  of  the  depth  that  ys 

beneath,  &  wth  the  blessinges  of  the  papps  &  wombe  lykewyse. 

f1]  Blessings  of  thy  father  were  wth  blessings   of  his  fathers 

strengthned 

vntill  that  the  desyre  of  the  eternall  hills  appeared.  1000 

vpon  the  head  of  loseph,  &  on  the  crowne  of  the  Nazarit 
amongst  his  brethren  let  all  these  same  benedictions  light. 
And  Beniamin  a  raueninge  woolfe  that  in  the  morninge  eate 
his  pray,  &  in  th'eueninge  deuid'd  the  spoyle  that  he  did  get. 
Sonnes  I  am  gather'd  to  my  people,  as  I  commandment  gaue        iocs 
see  that  you  bury  me  wth  my  fathers  in  the  duble  caue 
wch  is  in  Hebron  agaynst  mambre  in  the  land  of  chanaan 
wch  Abraham  bought,  &  where  his  &  my  parents  corps  remayn 
Well  now  my  sonnes  for  a  fare  well  this  my  last  counsell  take: 
Loue  god  wth  all  your  hearts,  &  hym  th'ende  of  your  actions  make:  1010 
&  when  that  I  am  dead  I  wish  you  all  frendy  to  bee 
one  to  an  other,  for  yt's  fitt  that  brothers  should  lyue  brotherly. 
Do  yll  to  none,  but  good  to  all,  &  iniuryes  forgeue 
&  so  my  sonnes  adew,  for  now  I  can  no  longer  lyue. 

loseph  [fol.  73  a] 

My  father  now  plucks  vp  his  feete  vpon  his  bedd  &  dyeth  1015 

wch  from  myne  eyes  enforceth  teares,  so  much  his  death  me 

greeueth 

but  syth  yt's  gods  will  so  to  bee,  I'l  myne  conforme  to  his 
&  take  of  hym  my  last  fare  well  now  wtfa  a  louinge  kisse. 
Good  Brothers  let  his  body  be  to  the  phisitions  caryed 
wth  out  delay,  that  yt  by  them  wth  spice  may  be  enbaulmed          1020 
&  when  the  tyme  of  mourning's  past  I  will  procure  of  pharao 
leaue  wth  my  fathers  corps  into  chanaan  for  to  go 
his  exequies  to  celebrate,  &  in  the  duble  caue 
wch  Abraham  bought  I  will  yt  bury,  as  he  commandment  gaue. 
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Ruben 

io»5  Now  ys  the  funerall  of  our  father  past  wth  great  solennity 
&  we  Eleauen  brethren  are  return'd  wth  loseph  safly 
into  jEgypt  wth  all  our  trayne:  But  sore  we  stand  in  feare 
lest  that  loseph  remember  still  the  wronge  we  hym  dyd  offer 
&  hym  selfe  do  reuenge  on  vs  now  when  our  father's  dead 

lose  where  fore,  let's  go  see  yf  by  our  submission  he  will  be  pacifyed 

ludas. 
your  counsell's  good,  &here  he  comes,  preuent  hym  brother  Ruben 

Ruben 

We  you  besech  for  to  forgett  the  wicked  act  of  your  brethren 
&  the  synne  &  the  malice  that  agaynst  you  they  committed 
as  in  his  name  our  father  bade  vs  say  before  he  dyed 

loss  to  you,  &  we  also  desyre  you  to  forgeue  th'iniquity 

vnto  the  seruants  of  your  fathers  god,  of  your  mere  mercy 

loseph 

Brothers  lay  all  your  feare  asyde.  Can  we  resist  gods  will? 
you  euill  thought  agaynst  me  but  god  turn'd  to  good  that  yll 
that  he  might  me  exalt,  as  at  this  present  you  do  see, 

1040  &  that  I  might  many  peoples  saue:  wherefore  all  feare  expell  yee 
for  Fl  you  &  your  litle  ones  f eede,  &  all  thinges  needefull  geue  you 
&  you,  and  all  my  fathers  house  here  wth  me  shall  continue 
whyle  that  I  lyue.   But  god^will  visit  you  when  my  lyfe's  ended 
&  make  you  go  out  of  this  land,  vnto  the  lande  he  promised 

10*5  &  sware  to  Abraham,  Isaac,  &  lacob  your  fore  fathers. 

In  the  meane  space  we'l  merely  lyue  together  here  as  kynd  brothers 

Omnes  fratres 
Most  humble  thankes,  &  we'l  your  seruants  be  at  your  command 

loseph 
So  let's  be  gone  for  great  &  waiyhty  matters  I  haue  in  hand. 
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God 

Pharao  kinge  of  ^Egipt  former. 
Pharao  kinge  of  JSgipt  latter. 
Goath  a  Nobleman  of  ^Egipt 

Phua       1TT  ,  ., 

[Hebrew  midwyues. 
Sephora  J 

Mater  moysis. 

Egla  moyses  sister 

Aaron  Moyses  Brother 

Moyses 

Ghrista  kinge  pharaos  daughter. 

Belina  Lady  christas  mayde 

Chorus 

Elon  an  ^Egiptian 

Thola  an  Hebrew. 

molartes 

Phorbus   Hebrewes 

Molas 

Soar 

Hesron 

Senri 

Horma 

Pistor 


Auncients  of  Israel. 


Exactors  of  JSgipt. 


j^Egiptians 


molach 

Batzo 

Bomar  seruant  to  Horma 

Doylus  seruant  to  pistor 

Rubal  a  nobleman  of  JDgipt. 

Hur  An  Israelit 

Samuo 

Saphat 

Caleb 

Igal 

losue 


12  princes  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel. 


phath 
Geddiel 
Gaddi 
Ammiel 
Sthur 
Nahabi 
Guel 
Leuits. 

Phumos  a  crier  of  the  He 
brews 


P.  }  ^Egiptian  Enchaunters. 

mary  moyses  sister 

Kinge  Pharao. 

Behold  the  children  now  of  Israel  are  much  encreased, 
&  growne  exceedinge  stronge,  &  haue  our  land  of  ^Egypt  filled: 
so  that  they  mightier  are  then  we,  wherefore  come,  let  vs  wysely 
oppresse  them  by  some  meanes  or  other,  lest  perhaps  yf  they 

multiply, 

&  there  aryse  agaynst  vs  warres,  they  take  our  enemyes  part, 
&  when  they  haue  vs  ouerthrowne,  out  of  our  Land  depart 

Coath 
You  know  my  Liege  wee  buildinge  are  in  th'  extreames  of  this  Land, 
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two  citties  phithom  &  Harnesses,  that  by  a  forcible  hand 

we  hinder  may  their  flight,  &  keepe  them  still  wth  in  this  country 

,o  opprest  wth  worke,  that  they  shall  not  be  able  for  to  multiply: 
And  lest  that  any  loyter  should,  sett  ouer  them  a  maister 
to  see  ech  one  performe  his  taske,  &  that  in  exact  maner 

Kinge  pharao 1 

All  this  (Lord  Goath)  ys  done,  but  yet  for  any  thinge  I  can  see, 
the  more  that  we  do  them  oppresse,  so  much  the  more  they  multiply, 
[fol.  74  b]  wherefore  we'l  take  some  other  course:  &  y*  is  we'l  commande 

i6  th'  Hebrew  midwyues  to  kill  all  ye  male  children  in  this  land 
that  t'Hebrew  women  shall  bringe  forth  in  tyme  of  their  deliuery, 
&  the  femals  only  reserue.  &  here  the  midwyues  bee, 
as  fitly  as  I  could  desyre.  Midwyues  come  you  both  hither. 

ao  Phua  &  Sephora  I  command  you  all  the  males  to  murther, 
that  t'Hebrew  women  shall  bringe  forth  &  ye  femals  reserue, 
so  shall  you  at  our  hands  a  princely  recompence  deserue. 

Sephora 

Will  your  grace  then  defend  vs  from  the  dannger  of  ye  law, 
whose  penalty  for  murder's  death  as  your  highnes  doth  know 

King  Pharao 

25  for  y*  midwyues  take  you  no  care,  for  you  shall  haue  our  pardon 
only  see  y*  you  put  this  our  command  in  execution. 
wch  is  the  meanes  them  to  suppresse,  &  so  midwyues  adew 

Phua 

What  to  our  office  doth  belonge  assure  your  grace  we']  do 
but  their  male  children  for  to  kill  belongs  not  vnto*  midwyfes 

so  but  rather  to  preserue,  so  farre  forth  as  they  can,  their  lyues 
for  yt's  agaynst  the  law  of  god  murder  for  to  committ. 
where  fore  we  are  resolu'd  for  all  his  biddinge  not  to  do  yt 

Sephora 

your  resolution's  good,  &  therefore  though  wth  our  owne  dannger 
let's  do  our  best  to  saue  their  lyues,  &  not  one  of  them  murder. 

3»  Happ  after  as  hap  may,  &  let's  excuse  yt  as  wee  can, 
for  yt's  more  daunger  to  offend  Almighty  god  then  man. 
for  man  can  only  hurt  our  bodyes  yf  that  we  do  not  well, 
But  god's  of  power  to  bringe  both  soule  &  body  vnto  hell. 


1  MS.  pharaa. 

2  MS.  vn  interlined  above. 
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phua. 

Yt's  true,  &  therefore  let's  not  care  what  man  can  to  vs  do 
but  chearefully  as  we  are  wonte  about  our  busines  go  40 

God 

Midwyues  you  haue  done  well  in  sparinge  of  the  Hebrews  children. 
&  howses  I  haue  built  for  you,  syth  you  did  to  me  harken. 
&  for  this  your  compassion  I  haue  you  hither  to  protected 
&  by  your  meanes  the  Hebrues  are  much  in  this  land  encreased. 

Sephora 

Good  lord  we  thanke  the  for  thy  grace,  wch  made  vs  thus  to  do    45 
&  thanke  thee  also  that  thou  doest  to  vs  such  mercy  show 

phua  [f  ol.75  a] 

But  here  kinge  pharao  comes,  who  lookes  as  though  he  were  offended 

Kinge  Pharao. 

Midwyues  what  did  you  meane  that  you  haue  the  men  children 
saued? 

Sephora 

The  Hebrue  children  are  not  as  th'^Egiptian  children  bee: 
for  they  can  play  the  midwyues,  &  ere  we  come  gett  deliuery      6o 

Kinge  pharao 

yf  yt  be  so,  I  will  command  my  people  euery  one 
the  Hebrewe  females  to  preserue,  &  all  their  males  borne  drowne. 
wherefore  Lord  Goath  let  vs  begone,  &  that  wth  out  delay. 

phua. 
Let's  follow  them,  &  listen  what  he'l  to  the  people  say. 

mater  moysis 

By  Amram  one  of  Leui's  stocke  I  haue  conceiu'd  a  sonne  B 

&  three  whole  montheslhaue  hymhidd  because  he  ys  a  goody  one. 
But  now  I  can  no  longer  hym  conceale,  because  kinge  pharao 
his  people  bade  into  a  riuer  all  our  male  children  throw, 
wherefore  in  this  same  Basket  that  ys  of  bullrushes  made 
wth  pitch  &  Bitume  closly  daub'd  my  litle  Infant's  lay'd  eo 

&  in  a  sedgy  place  not  farre  of  from  the  ryuer  brynke 
the  basket  IT.  go  sett:  &  as  I  hope  yt  will  not  synke 
because  no  water  can  gett  in:  &  a  farre  of  his  sister 
shall  stand  for  to  expect  what  will  become  of  hym  here  after, 
fare  well  myne  owne  sweete  child:  God  graunt  good  fortune  do  6& 

befall  thee 
Deare  daughter  stand  thou  there,  &  to  the  basket  haue  an  eye. 


44,  Stonyhurst  Pageants. 

Egla. 

Mother  I  will.  But  who  comes  here?  christa  kinge  pharaos  daughter? 
yt's  shee  in  deede:  shee  goes  belyke  to  wash  her  in  the  Riuer. 

Lady  Christa. 
Belina  come  let's  walke  alonge  here  by  the  ryuer  brymme. 

Belina 
70  I  come  forsooth :  Madam  what  should  this  be  that  here  doth  swyme? 

Lady  christa. 
A  Basket  yf  I  take  my  ayme  aright:  go  fetch  yt  hither. 

Belina 
Madam  yt's  here,  &  some  thinge's  in,  yt's  shutt  so  close  together. 

Lady  christa 
I  musen  much  what  yt  should  bee.  forth  wth  the  basket  open. 

Belina 
yt  ys  a  pritty  Boy:  belyke  one  of  the  Hebrewes  children. 

Lady  christa 
™  Alas  pore  child,  art  thou  so  yonge,  &  doest  thy  mother  want? 

Egla 
Madam  shall  I  an  Hebrew  woman  call  to  nurse  the  Infant? 

Lady  christa 
Yea  out  of  hand,  for  yt  ys  almost  staru'd  wth  could  &  hunger. 

Egla. 

Madam  I  will.  This  falles  out  well:  now  I'l  fetch  yt  owne  mother, 
[fol.  75 1>]  Lady  christa. 

Good  woman  nurse  this  boy  &  thou  shalt  well  be  payed 

mater  moysis 
so  I'l  looke  to  hym  as  myne  owne  child  (Madam)  be  not  af rayed 

Lady  christa. 

So  do  good  Nurse :  sweete  childe  adew :  Moyses  shall  be  thy  name, 
the  reason  whereof  ys,  because  thou  from  the  water  came. 
Belina  now  let  vs  be  gone:  some  busines  I  remember, 
wch  calls  me  hence,  where  on  I  thought  not  when  I  did  come  hither. 

chorus 

85  You  must  Imagin  now,  that  many  yeares  are  past  &  gone, 
synce  moyses  byrth,  &  that  he  vnto  mans  estate  ys  growne. 
&  by  his  mother  was  deluer'd  agayne  to  pharaos  daughter, 
who  made  hym  her  adopted  sonne,  &  was  to  hym  a  mother. 
And  when  that  he  to  ripe  yeares  came  he  to  his  Brethren  went 
»o  t'Hebrews  &  their  affliction  saw  to  his  great  discontent. 
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yf  more  you  do  desyre  to  know  of  hym,  attentyue  bee 

&  in  processe  of  tyme  your  owne  eares  &  eyes  will  you  satisfy. 

Elon. 
Good  fellow  stand. 

Thola. 

what  ys  ye  matter? 
Elon. 

what  country  man  art  thou? 
Thola. 
My  frend  why  do  you  aske?  The  truth  to  say,  I  am  an  Hebrue 

Elon 

Thou  art  a  base  companion  then,  as  all  thy  fellowes  are.  »5 

&  I  will  haue  a  bout1  wth  thee  yf  draw  thy  blade  thou  dare. 

Thola. 

I  dare,  &  will  defend  my  self  agaynst  the  stout' st  ^Egyptian 
among' st  you  all,  though  I  had  rather  lyue  quietly  yf  I  can. 
wherefore  I  pray  you  be  content,  &  no  waye  Fl  you  wronge 

Elon 
If  that  thou  dares  not  vse  thy  hands,  Thou  shalt  not  vse  thy         100 

tongue. 
&  for  thy  prateinge  take  thee  that,  &  mende  the  as  thou  can 

Moyses 

Fl  see  my  countryman  abus'd  no  longer  by  th' JEgiptian : 
but  first  Fl  looke  about  me  whether  any  body  present  bee 
I  see  not  one.   My  frend  why  offer  you  that  man  such  iniury? 

Elon 
wilt  thou  his  quarell  vndertake  that  thou  askes  such  a  question?  105 

Moyses 
Yea  that  I  will,  for  this  abuse  concerns  me  &  my  nation. 

Elon. 
Oh  I  am  slayne. 

Moys[es]. 

Then  thanke  thy  self,  the  cause  of  thyne  owne  ouerthrow 
Now  Fl  go  hyde  his  carkas  lest  any  man  should  there  of  know. 

Molartes 
phorbus  thou  hast  abus'd  me  much,  wherefore  thy  weapon  draw2 


1  MS.  about. 

2  MS.  dwaw. 
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phorbus 

no  Molartes  do  the  worst  thou  can:  I  weigh  the  not  a  straw: 
but  yet  syth  we  are  Hebrews  both  I  would  not  wth  thee  brable 

Molartes 

But  I  will  haue  a  bout1  wth  thee  for  all  thy  pritle  pratle. 
[fol.  76  a]  Moyses 

Molartes  why  strykes  thou  thy  neighbour,  who's  to  peace  inclined? 

Molartes 

Moyses  who  ouer  vs  hath  the  a  prince  &  iudge  apoynted? 
115  wilt  thou  kill  me  as  yesterday  thou  did  th'^Egiptian  kill? 

Moyses 
How's  this  thinge  knowne?   To  pharaos  eares  come  at  ye  length 

yt  will: 
wherefore  I'l  hence  begone  for  to  preuent  his  indignation. 

phorbus. 
And  I  to  end  this  quarell. 

Molart[es]. 

&  I  syth  that  they  both  are  gone. 
Molas. 

Alas  still  we  pore  Israelits  wth  worke  are  ouer  charged 
190  of  digginge  clay,  &  makeinge  breeke,  &  can  not  be  releued. 
but  the  more  that  we  do,  the  more's  exacted  at  our  hand 
&  yf  yt  be  not  done,  we  whipped  are  while  we  can  stand 
by  th'ouerseers  of  the  worke,  wherefore  to  god  Almighty 
our  refuge  only  ys,  whom  we  beseech  our  case  to  pitty. 

God 
no  Yowr  cryes  ascended  vp  to  me,  &  I  your  groaninge  heare 

that  from  jour  paynfull  worke  proceeds,  &  still  in  mynde  I  beare 
the  couenant  wch  wth  Abraham,  Isaac,  &  lacob  I 
did  make,  &  will  on  Israels  children  looke,  &  heare  their  cry, 
yf  they  will  put  their  trust  in  me  as  their  forefathers  did 

Molas 
iso  Thanks  lord,  &  there  vpon  the  greatst  afflictions  we'l  abide. 

Moyses 

I  heare  kinge  pharao  ys  inform'd  that  I  th'^Egiptian  killed, 
&  hath  commandment  gyuen  that  I  shall  be  apprehended 
&  put  to  death:  wch  when  I  hear'd  away  from  hym  I  ran 


1  MS.  about. 
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for  safgard  of  my  lyfe  directly  to  this  land  of  madian, 

where  Sephora  I  maryed  haue  a  priest  of  madians  daughter,          135 

lethro  to  name,  whose  flocks  of  sheepe  I  am  to  keepe  here  after 

in  th'iner  part  of  this  same  desert  nigh  vnto  Horeb  hill, 

where  lo  I  see  a  Bush  vnburnt,  &  yet  yt  flameth  still. 

I  will  go  &  see  this  great  vision,  why  the  Bush  ys  not  burned. 

God 
Moyses,  Moyses.  -m  1*0 

Moys[es]. 
I  am  here. 
God. 

Let  thy  shoes  off  thy  feete  be  loosed, 
for  the  ground  where  thou  stands  ys  holy,  &  therefore  come  not 

hither 

but  stay  there  a-loofe  off,  for  I  am  the  god  of  thy  father, 
the  god  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  &  the  god  of  lacob. 

Moyses. 
I'l  hyde  my  face,  for  I  dare  not  agaynst  the  looke  o  god. 

God 

I  haue  th'affliction  of  my  people  seene  in  ^Egipt  land,  145 

&  th'ouerseers  cruelty  I  also  vnderstand. 
&  heareinge  their  complaynts,  I  am  descended  to  deliuer 
them  from  th'JEgiptians  hands,  &bringe  them  to  a  land 1  that's  better, 
a  land  that's  large,  &  flows  wth  milke  &  honie,  where  as  the  [fol.  76 1>] 

chananites 
dwell  &  the  Hethiets,  Amorrheits,  phereseits,  Heueits,  &  the  lebu-  150 

seits. 

Now  are  they  dead  that  sought  thy  lyfe  &  wished  thy  destruction, 
&  others  in  their  places  come  by  order  of  succession: 
Wherefore  come  now  &  I  will  send  the  to  pharao  the  kinge, 
that  the  children  of  Israel  thou  may  out  of  ^Egypt  bringe. 

Moyses 

Who  am  1  that  I  shall  to  pharao  go,  children  of  Israeli  155 

for  to  conduct  out  of  the  land  of  JEgipt  where  they  dwell  ? 

God 

I'l  be  wth  thee :  and  for  a  signe  this  shall  be  that  I  sent  thee, 
when  thou  hast  brought  them  out,  on  this  mount  sacrifice  vnto  mee. 


MS.  lands. 


4,g  Stonyhurst  Pageants. 

Moyses 
Lo  to  the  Israelits  I'l  go,  &  say  in  thys  same  maner 

leo  to  them:  I  am  vnto  you  sent  by  the  god  of  your  father: 
Yf  they  reply  to  me  agayne,  &  say:  what  ys  his  name? 
What  answeare  shall  I  vnto  them  returne? 

God. 

I  am  wch  am. 

Thus  shall  thou  to  them  say,  that  He  wch  ys  hath  to  you  sent  mee 
These  thinges  to  the  children  of  Israeli  thou  shalt  say,  that  I 

IBS  the  Lord  god  of  your  fathers,  &  the  god  of  Abraham, 
Isaac  &  lacob  sent  me  to  you:  This  ys1  for  ay  my  name, 
&  to  generation  &  generation  this  ys  my  memoriall : 
Go  &  all  the  Auncients  of  Israeli  to  gether  caU, 
&  say:  The  Lord  god  of  your  fathers  hath  to  me  appeared, 

1,0  The  god  of  Abraham,  Isaac  &  lacob  hath  you  visited, 

&  all  thinges  seene  that  vnto  you  in  ^Egypt  hath  bene  done, 
&  his  word  also  geuen  to  bringe  you  out  of  the  affliction 
wch  you  in  ^Egipt  do  indure,  to  the  land  of  the  chananeite, 
&  of  the  Hetheit,  Amorrheite,  pherezeite,  Heueite,  &the  lebuseite: 

175  into  a  Land  that  flows  wlh  mylke  &  hony,  &  they  shall  heare 
thy  voyce:  &  thou  &  th' Auncients  shall  in  to  kinge  pharao  enter, 
&  say  to  hym:  The  Lord  god  of  the  Hebrews  hath  vs  called: 
We'l  three  days  iourney  go  into  the  Desert,  as  he  commanded 
to  sacrifice  to  our  Lord  god.  Yet  thus  much  vnderstand, 

iso  That  the  kinge  will  not  lett  you  go  but  in  a  mighty  hand: 
for  I'l  my  hand  stretch  forth,  &  in  my  meruels  wch  I'l  do 
amongst  them  I  will  ^Egipt  stryke,  after  wch  he'l  dismisse  you. 
And  in  th'JSgiptians  sight  grace  to  this  people  I'l  impart: 
And  when  you  shall  go  forth,  you  shal  not  empty  hand  depart 

IBB  But  euery  woman  shall  aske  of  her  Neighbour,  &  of  her 
that's  wth  her  in  the  house  vessels  compos'd  of  gold  &  syluer 
&  payment,  &  vpon  your  sonnes  &  Daughters  shall  yt  lay 
&  Mgypt  spoyle  by  caryinge  of  these  things  wth  you  away, 
[f  ol.77  a]  Moyses 

Good  lord  they  will  not  heare  my  voyce,  nor  credit  geue  vnto  mee 

190  but  will  reply,  &  say:  Our  Lord  hath  not  appeared  to  thee. 

God 

What's  that  thou  houlded  in  thy  hand? 
1  MS.  yis. 
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Moys[es]. 

a  rod. 
God. 

Hurl't  on  ye  ground 
Moyses 
Oh  Lord,  I  am  afeard,  for  yt's  vnto  a  serpent  turn'd. 

God 

Stretch  out  thy  hand,  &  catch  the  Tayle  there  of. 

Moysfes]. 

Yt's  now  a  rodd 
God 

This  is  to  make  them  to  beleiue  that  I  the  lord  the  God 
of  their  fathers  appear'd  to  thee,  The  God  of  Abraham 
the  god  of  Isaac,  &  the  god  of  Tacob.  Now  agayne 
Into  thy  Bosome  put  thy  hand. 

Moys[es]. 

0  lord  yt's  full  of  Leprosie 
lyke  snow. 

God. 
putt  back  agayne  into  thy  bosome  lett  yt  bee 

Moyses 

Now  yt's  lyke  to  the  other  flesh. 

God. 

yf  they  will  not  beleiue  thee 

for  the  first  signe,  yet  for  the  latter  thou  shalt  beleiued  bee. 
But  yf  they  neyther  will  beleeue,  take  water  of  the  ryuer 
&  powre  yt  out  vpon  the  land  that's  drye,  &  what  so  euer 
out  of  the  ryuer  thou  shalt  draw,  shall  into  blood  be  turned 

Moyses 

Eloquent  I  neuer  was :  But  since  thou  wth  thy  seruant  talked, 
greatter  impediment  &  more  slownes  of  my  tongue  I  fynde 

God 
Who  made  mans  mouth,  framed  the  Dumme  &  deafe,  seeinge  & 

ye  blynd? 

Was  yt  not  I  ?  Go  on  therefore,  &  in  thy  mouth  I'l  bee. 
&  will  teach  thee  what  thou  shalt  speake.    Let  yt  therefore  not 
trouble  thee 

Moyses 
I  thee  beseech  Lord  for  to  send  hym  whom  thou  wilt  haue  sentt 

I>efperia,  (Ergfinsungsreilje,  4.  4 
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God 

2IO  Behold  thy  Brother  Aaron  theLeuit,  (who  I  do  know  ys  eloquent) 
comes  to  meete  thee,  &  seeinge  thee  shall  be  glad  at  the  heart. 
Put  my  words  in  his  mouth,  wch  vnto  thee  I  do  impart, 
&  I'l  in  thy  mouth  &  his  be,  &  shew  you  what's  to  do 
&  he  shall  speake  vnto  the  people,  what  vnto  thee  I  show, 
2,5  &  he  shall  be  thy  mouth:  But  in  things  that  pertayne  to  god 
thou  shalt  vnto  hym  be.  In  thy  hand  also  take  this  rod 
where  wth  thou  shalt  the  mervells  worke,  &  vnto  ^Egipt  go 
&  all  these  wonders  wch  I  put  in  thy  hand,  shew  to  pharao : 
who  doth  the  former  kynge  succeed,  that  sought  before  thy  lyfe 

Moyses 
820  Lord  PI  be  gone,  &  wth  me  take  my  children  &  my  wyfe. 

Chorus. 

You  must  suppose  that  moyses  ys  this  while  gone  vnto  lethro 
his  father  in  law,  &  hath  gott  his  consent  that  he  may  go 
to  ^Egipt  wth  his  wyfe  &  children,  &  beinge  on  his  way 
our  Lord  did  meete  hym  in  an  Inne,  &  threatned  hym  to  slay 
[fol.  77  b]  because  his  sonne  Eleasar  he  had  not  circumcised 

-226  &  had  hym  slayne  but  that  his  wyfe  the  wrath  of  god  appeased 
by  circumcision  of  her  sonne :  for  wth  a  sharp  stone  shee 
hym  circumcis'd:  &  moyses  then  went  forward  on  his  iourney 
&  to  hym  Aaron  in  the  Desert  came  as  god  commanded : 
ago  vnto  whom  Moyses  all  that  god  had  sayd,  to  hym  related. 
And  now  they  are  both  towards  ^Egipt  gone  alonge  to  gether : 
where  what  successe  they  haue,  expect,  &  you  shall  see  here  after 

Moyses 

Brother  Aaron  here  th'Auncients  are  of  Israeli  assembled 
declare  to  them,  what  vnto  thee  from  god  I  haue  related 

Aaron 

9>5  Brethren  we  are  vnto  you  sent  by  the  god  of  your  father, 
(who  your  affliction  sees)  from  th'^Egiptians  to  deliuer: 
&  bringe  you  to  a  land,  that's  large,  &  flowes  wtfa  milke  &  hony. 

Soar 
Declare  to  vs  his  name. 

Moys[es]. 

He  wch  ys  hath  vnto  you  sentt  mee: 
The  lord  god  of  your  fathers,  &  the  god  of  Abraham 
240  of  Isaac  &  of  lacob  sent  me  to  you,  for  euer  that's  his  name. 
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Hesron. 

We  will  not  you  beleeue  that  god  vnto  you  did  appeare, 
syth  reason  none  as  yet  we  see  wherefore  we  should  you  heare 
for  you  meere  strangers  are  to  vs,  whose  bare  word's  not  sufficient 
vs  throughly  to  persuade  that  god  hath  you  vnto  vs  sentt, 
vnlesse  you  your  commission  shew,  wch  yet  we  haue  not  seene.  245 

Moyses 

You  say  but  well.   Now  to  confirme  that  god  hath  wth  vs  beene 
&  on  this  message  sent  vs  hither,  Aaron  this  rod  here  take 
&  hurle  yt  on  the  ground,  &  yt  shall  be  turnd  to  a  snake. 

Soar,  Hesron  et  ceteri. 
Oh  saue  vs  from  this  serpent  lest  of  hym  we  be  deuoured. 

Moyses 
Aaron  catch't  by  the  tayle,  &  to  a  rod  yt  shall  be  turned.  250 

Semi 
Brethren  behold  yt  ys  agayne  conuerted  to  a  rod. 

Aaron 

This  ys  to  make  you  to  beleeue,  &  know  that  the  lord  god 
of  your  fathers  appear'd  to  vs,  the  god  of  Abraham 
the  god  of  Isaac,  &  the  god  of  lacob. 

Moys[es]. 

Now  agayne 
into  thy  Bosome  put  thy  hand. 

Soar. 

Lo  yt's  infec't  wth  Leprosie.  255 
lyke  snow. 

Moys[es]. 
put  back  agayne  into  thy  bosome  let  yt  bee. 

Hesron. 
Now  yt's  lyke  to  his  other  flesh. 

Aaron. 

Yf  you  will  not  beleeue  mee 
for  the  first  signe,  yet  for  the  second,  you  may  persuaded  bee. 

Moyses. 

But  yf  they  neyther  credit  will:  Take  water  of  the  riuer 
&  power  yt  out  agayne  on  the  dry  land,  &  what  so  euer  2eo 

out  of  the  riuer  they  shall- draw,  shall  into  bloode  be  changed,  [fol.  78*] 

Semi 
yf  that  be  so  sufficiently  your  mission  ys  confirmed. 

4* 
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wherefore  let's  triall  make.   Yt's  true  in  deede  as  you  dyd  say, 
&  shews  that  you  are  sent  from  god,  &  we  will  you  obay. 

Moyses 

,6B  Well  then  content  your  selues,  &  at  gods  patience  to  not  mutter, 
who  your  affliction  sees,  &  will  from  bondage  you  deliuer, 
when  his  good  pleasure  ys,  the  whyle  wth  you  backe  we  will  go, 
&  intercession  make  for  your  release  vnto  kinge  pharao. 
Kinge  pharao  thus  sayth  the  Lord  god  of  Israeli:  Dismisse 
970  my  people  that  they  vnto  me  may  in  the  desert  sacrifice. 

Kinge  pharao 

Who's  the  Lord  that  I  should  his  voyce  heare,  &lett  Israeli  go? 
The  Lord  I  do  not  know,  &  Israeli  shall  not  part  mee  fro 

Aaron 

We  three  days  iourney  bidden  are  to  go  by  t'Hebrewes  god 
wth  in  the  wildernes  to  sacrifice  vnto  the  Lord 
I76  lest  that  perhaps  there  should  to  vs  chaunce  eyther  sword  or 
pestilence 

Kinge  pharao 

Moyses  &  Aaron  wherefore  do  you  draw  the  people  hence 
from  their  worke?  To  your  Burdens  go.   The  people  of  this  land 
ys  much:  The  multitude  you  see's  encreased  vnder  hand 
yf  we  lett  them  rest  from  their  worke,  they  will  encrease  much  more 
sgo  Wherefore  see  that  neyther  straw  nor  breeke  you  geue  them 

as  before, 

But  let  them  gather  straw  them  selues,  &  yet  their  tasks  performe 
as  they  before  haue  done,  when  straw  by  you  was  to  them  borne. 
&  not  one  iott  abate  there  of,  but  rather  yt  increase 
for  idlenes  makes  them  to  say,  th[e]y'l  go  into  the  wildernesse 
ass  &  sacrifice  to  their  Lord  god.   Lett  them  oppressed  bee 

wth  workes  to  hinder  them  from  hearkeninge  vnto  men  that  lye. 
you  that  are  ouerseers  of  my  workes  see  that  you  do 
strictly  performe  ech  thinge  that  now  in  charge  I  here  haue 
geuen  you. 

Horma,  pistor. 
My  Liege  we  ready  are  for  to  accomplish  your  commandment 

Kinge  pharao. 

too  About  your  busines  then  yf  our  displeasure  you'l  preuent 
Now  are  th'Exactors  gone  more  worke  on  th'Israelits  to  lay 
to  hinder  their  increase,  &  idle  thoughts  to  take  away 
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&  what  th'effect  here  of  will  bee,  I'l  go  my  self  &  see 

for  better  will  the  seruants  doe,  when  that  their  maister's  by. 

Horma. 

You  ouerseers  are  of  th'Israelits,  who  haue  not  made  2»5 

their  tasks  of  breeke,  as  they  were  wonte,  wherefore  you  shall 

be  pay'd 
wth  this  same  whipp  as  you  deserue  in  steede  of  other  pay 

Soar. 

Good  maister  hould  your  hands,  for  we  haue  done  all  that  we  may 
to  gett  our  taskes  of  breeke  made  vp,  but  wth  seekinge  for  straw,  [fol.  78 *>] 
wch  was  wont  to  be  brought  to  vs,  we  hindred  were  you  know.  8oo 

pistor 

That  excuse  shall  not  serue  your  turnes,  but  you  shall  whipped  bee 
&  all  the  rest,  to  lett  you  feele  of  slouthfulnes  the  penalty 

Hesron. 

Oh  wo  ys  vs  what  shall  we  do?  but  here  the  king's  at  hand. 
Semi  of  our  hard  vsage  streight  go  let  hym  vnderstand. 

Semi. 

Why  mighty  kinge  do  you  permitt  your  seruants  to  be  vsed       aos 
so  cruelly?   Straw's  not  geuen  vs,  &  yet  we  are  compelled 
wth  stripes  for  to  performe  the  tasks  on  vs  impos'd  before 
when  straw  was  to  vs  brought,  &  yf  we  fayle  are  beaten  sore 

Kinge  Pharao. 

You  idle  are,  &  therefore  say:  Lett's  to  our  Lord  go  sacrifice, 
but  for  to  stop  your  mouthes,  &  hinder  these  your  vsuall  out  cryes  310 
your  selues   shall  gather    straw,    &  yet   your  taske    shall  be 

performed 

as  when  you  had  yt  brought,  &  one  breeke  shall  not  be  abated 
wherefore  about  your  worke  be  gone,  &  see  that  yt  be  done 
or  ells  at  the  exactors  hands  you  shall  looke  for  no  pardon 

Soar 
Yow  grace  doth  hardly  deale  wth  vs,  but  yet  we  will  haue  patience  SIB 

Kinge  pharao 
yt's  your  best  so  to  do  for  feare  of  stripes,  but  now  lets  hence 

Soar 

Moyses  &  Aaron  our  Lord  see,  &  iudge  betwixt  vs  bee, 
because  that  you  haue  made  our  sauour  stincke  abhominably 
before  pharaos  seruantes  &  hym,  &  haue  geuen  hym  a  sworde 
vs  for  to  kill. 
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Moys[es]. 

820  Contented  be,  &  I'l  go  to  our  lord. 

In  the  meane  while  go  you  vnto  the  worke  you  haue  in  hand 
&  yt  apply  vntill  gods  will  by  me  you  vnderstand. 
Lord  why  afflictest  thou  thy  people,  &  where  fore  sent  thou  mee? 
synce  in  thy  name  I  spake  to  pharao  they  more  afflicted  bee 

God. 

sas  Thou  shalt  see  what  I'l  do  to  pharao:  for  in  a  mighty  hande 
&  stronge  he  shall  dismisse  them,  &  cast  them  out  of  this  land 
I  am  the  lord  god  that  appeared  vnto  Abraham 
to  Isaac  &  to  lacob,  god  almighty,  &  my  name 
Adonai  I  did  not  shew  to  them:  &  I  a  couenant  made 

sao  to  geue  them  the  land  of  chanaan,  where  they  as  pilgrymes1  had 
lyud,  &  haue  heard  theyr  groaninge2,  &  see  how  they  are  oppressed 
by  the  ^Egiptians,  &  my  couenant  I  haue  remembred 
[fol.  79  a]  wherefore  tell  them,  I  the  Lord  will  from  bondage  them  deliuer 
&  will  them  for  my  people  take,  &  be  their  god  for  euer. 

sss  &  I'l  bringe  them  vnto  the  land  whereof  I  promise  made 
to  Abraham,  Isaac,  &  lacob  as  I  before  haue  sayd 

Moyses 

Lord  I'l  thy  message  do,  though  I  do  feare  they  will  not  heare  mee 
syth  they  haue  bene  opprest  more  synce  I  spake  to  pharao  from  thee. 
The  Lord  doth  send  you  word  from  bondage  that  he'l  you  deliuer 

«4o  &  will  you  for  his  people  take,  &  be  your  god  for  euer 
&  bringe  you  to  the  land,  whereof  he  often  promise  made 
to  Abraham,  Isaac  &  lacob,  wherefore  be  not  dismayde. 

Soar 

Wee  list  not  heare  the  talke,  wth  worke  we  are  so  sore  oppressed 
but  home  warde  we'l  agayne  returne  to  get  our  taskes  dispatched 

8*5  for  when  that  the  Exactors  come,  yf  that  they  be  not  done 
starke  nakt  we  must  be  stript,  &  whipped  till  the  blood  runne  downe. 

God 
To  pharao  kinge  of  ^Egypt  go,  &  byd  hym  them  dismisse. 

Moyses 

Children  of  Israel  heare  me  not,  &  then  vnlyke  yt  ys 
that  pharao  will  respect  my  words,  especially  syth  I 

.so  am  of  vncircumcised  lipps,  &  do  speake  nothinge  perfectly 

1  MS.  pilgymes.  ?  MS.  groainge. 
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God 

Behold  I  haue  appoynted  thee  to  be  the  god  of  pharao 
&  thy  Brother  Aaron  shall  thy  prophet  bee,  &  wth  thee  go: 
Wherefore  to  pharao  all  thinges  speakeaslhauethee  commanded: 
&  byd  hym  let  the  Israelits  bee  out  of  his  land  dismissed. 
But  his  hart  will  indurat  be  &  I  my  signes  will  multiply  355 

&  wonders  in  the  land  of  ^Egipt,  &  yet  he  will  not  heare  thee. 
When  pharao  shall  vnto  you  say:  Some  wonders  to  vs  show 
thou  shalt  bid  Aaron  take  the  rod,  &  cast  yt  before  pharao. 
&  to  a  serpent  yt  shall  be  conuerted  by  &  by. 

Moyses 

At  thy  commandment  Lord  to  pharao  I  will  go  directly.  *6o 

Kinge  pharao  thus  sayth  the  lord  god  of  th'Israelits :  dismisse 
my  people,  that  they  vnto  me  may  in  the  desert  sacrifice. 

Kinge  phara[o] 

Who's  the  lord  that  I  should  his  voyce  heare,  &  let  Israel  go 
I  will  not  them  dismisse,  vnlesse  you  can  some  wonder  show 

Moyses 

That  will  we  do  wth  out  delay.  Aaron  this  rod  here  take,  8«5 

&  hurle  yt  on  the  grou[n]d,  &  yt  shall  be  turn'd  to  a  snake. 

Kinge  Pharao. 

All  this  can  my  enchaunters  do,  as  you  shall  forthwth  see 
Mogul  &  Begor  let  your  rods  to  serpents 1  turned  bee. 

Mogul  [fol.7 

We  will  my  Liege :  Lo  here  they  be  in  presents  of  your  honour. 

Aaron 
In  shewe  they  are,  &  by  gods  sufferance,  but  myne  shall  them 

deuour  s?o 

Kinge  pharao 
Yet  will  I  not  dismisse  the  Israelits:  So  fare  you  well. 

God 

You  see  that  pharaos  heart  ys  hardned  as  I  dyd  fore  tell. 
Wherefore  vnto  hym  in  the  morninge  go,  &  by  the  ryuer 
you  shall  hym  fynde,  &  in  thy  hand  thy  rod  take  wfch  thee  thither 
woh  was  into  a  serpent  turn'd,  &  thus  say  to  hym  from  mee:      8?5 
The  lord  god  of  the  Hebrews  hath  me  sent  agayne  vnto  thee, 
to  byd  thee  in  his  name  children  of  Israeli  to  dismisse 
that  they  may  to  the  desert  go,  &  there  vnto  me  sacrifice 
1  MS.  serpent. 
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&  till  this  present  tyme  thou  neuer  would  geue  eare  vnto  mee. 
aso  In  this1  thou  shalt  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  Behold  Now  1 
wth  the  rod  in  my  hand  will  stryke  the  water  of  the  Riuer 
&  vnto  blood  yt  shall  be  turn'd,  &  all  the  fish  what  s'euer 
wth  in  the  same's  shall  dye,  &  the  water  yt  self  shall  putrify: 
&  the  ^Egiptions  that  drinke  there  of  shall  afflicted  bee. 
88&  To  Aaron  also  say:  Thy  rod  take  &  stretch  out  thy  hand 
vpon  the  pooles  &  lakes,  &  all  the  water  in  the  land 
as  well  in  stone  as  woodden  vessels  shall  into  blood  be  turned 

Moyses 
Lord  we'l  be  gone,  &  say  &  doe  all  that  thou  hast  commanded 

Kinge  pharao. 
Behold  Moyses  &  Aaron  are  come  now  agayne  vnto  rnee 

Aaron 

SOD  The  Lord  god  of  the  Hebrews  hath  me  sent  agayne  vnto  thee 
to  byd  thee  in  his  name  children  of  Israeli  to  dismisse 
that  they  may  to  the  desert  go,  &  there  vnto  me  sacrifice 
&  till  this  present  tyme  thou  neuer  would  geue  eare  vnto  mee. 
In  this  thou  shalt  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  Behold  now  I 
8»5  wfch  this  rod  in  my  hand  will  stryke  the  water  in  the  ryuer 
&  vnto  bloud  yt  shal  be  turnd:  &  all  the  fish  what  s'euer 
ys  in  the  same  shall  dy:  &  the  water,  yt  self  shall  putrify, 
and  both  in  stone  as  wooden  vessels  shall  into  bloud  be  turned. 

Molach 

Dread  soueraigne  lord  your  ryuers  are  all  bloud  &  putrifyed. 
400  &  the  fish  there  in's  dead:  &  all  the  pooles  &  lakes  of  water 
are  also  chang'd  to  bloud  all  the  whole  land  of  ^Egypt  ouer: 
so  that  for  want  of  drynke  both  man  &  beast  will  shortly  dye 
except  yowr  highnes  can  fynd  out  some  way  the  same  to  remedy 
[fol80a]  Kinge  pharao. 

I  doubt  not  but  the  blood  will  be  agayne  to  water  turned 
4o6  shortly,  for  by  Moyses  &  Aaron  they  are  but  enchaunted 
In  hope  I  would  the  Israelits  haue  suffred  to  be  gone 

Molach 
Yt  may  well  be,  for  your  magicians  (my  Liege)  the  lyke  haue  done 

Kinge  pharao 

Then  yt  seemes  not  so  strange  a  thinge  to  be  as  they  pretend 
wherefore  the  Israelits  away  from  .Egypt  II  not  send 
1  MS.  this  interlined  above. 
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but  lay  vpon  them  greatter  taskes:  &  yf  they  be  not  done  410 

soundly  wth  whips  they  shall  be  beat,  &  so  let's  hence  be  gone 

God 

Moyses  thou  see'st  that  pharaos  heart  ys  no  whit  yet  relented 
where  fore  vnto  hym  go,  &  say:  the  lord  hath  the  commanded 
all  th'  Israelits  out  of  the  land  of  ^Egipt  to  dismisse 
that  they  may  to  the  desert  go,  &  there  vnto  mee  sacrifice          415 
But  yf  thou  wilt  all  thy  coasts  wth  frogs  shall  filled  bee 
&  wth  frogs  shall  the  Riuer  buble,  wch  shall  come  vp  to  thee 
into  thy  house,  to  thy  bedchamber,  &  vpori  thy  bedd 
&  to  thy  seruants,  houses,  people,  ouens,  where  as  thy  bread 
ys  backt,  &  into  the  remaynes  of  thy  meate,  for  I  will  420 

stretch  out  my  hand  vpon  the  riuers,  &  frogs  *  shall  the  land  fill 
of  ^Egipt  euery  where,  &  no  place  shall  from  them  be  free 

Moyses 
Lord  I'l  be  gone,  &  to  hym  say  euen  as  thou  hast  commanded  mee. 

Aaron 

Pharao  the  god  of  th'  Hebrews  sayth :  The  Israelits  dismisse 
that  they  may  to  the  desert  go,  &  there  vnto  me  sacrifice  4«s 

or  els  all  the  coasts  of  thy  land  wth  frogs  shall  filled  bee 
&  wth  frogs  shall  the  riuers  buble,  wch  shall  come  vp  to  thee 
into  thy  house,  to  thy  bedchamber,  &  vpon  thy  bedd 
&  to  thy  seruants  houses,  people,  ouens,  where  as  their  bread 
ys  backt,  &  into  the  remaynes  of  thy  meate,  for  I  will  430 

stretch  out  my  hand  vpon  the  ryuers,  &  thy  land  wth  frogs  fill 

Kinge  pharao. 

Yowr  words  are  vayne  for  I  will  not  the  Israelits  dismisse 
nor  let  them  to  the  desert  go  to  their  god  for  to  sacrifice 

Moyses 

Then  Aaron  go,  &  on  the  pooles  &  riuers  stretch  forth  thy  hand 
&  bringe  forth  frogs  that  they  may  fill  all  the  ^Egiptian  land      485 

Molach 

Renouned  kinge  Aaron  hath  wth  his  rod  the  riuers  stricken 
&  ^Egipt's  full  of  frogs,  &  they  will  not  away  be  gotten 
for  all  that  your  wyse  men  can  do :  who  by  their  skill  did  make 
frogs  lyke  to  them,  but  by  no  art  away  can  these  same  take. 
So  that  yowr  howses  swarme  there  wth:  &  your  bedchamber's  full:  [fol.  80 1»] 


1  MS.  frongs. 
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441  &  they  leape  on  your  bedds,  &  bread  out  of  your  ouens  pull 
So  that  vnless  they  be  destroy'd,  neyther  your  royall  maiesty 
nor  any  else  shaU  able  bee  to  lyue  in  all  your  country. 

Kinge  pharao. 

Bid  moyses  them  &  Aaron  come  to  me  wth  out  delay 
445  to  see,  yf  they  that  brought  these  frogs  can  take  them  hence  away 
Moyses  &  Aaron  pray  vnto  the  lord  that  he  would  free 
me  &  my  people  from  these  frogs,  &  I  will  graunt  free  liberty 
to  th'Israelits  for  to  depart,  and  sacrifice  to  offer 
vnto  the 1  lord  their  god,  &  will  detayne  them  here  no  longer 

Moyses. 

4*0  Appoynt  the  tyme  when  I  shall  for  thee  &  thy  people  pray 
that  the  frogs  may  from  thee  &  them  be  dryuen  quit  away 
&  remayne  no  where  in  thy  land,  but  only  in  the  riuer 

Kinge  pharao. 
To  morrow. 

Moys[es]. 

pharao)  yt  shall  be  done  that  thou  may  know  here  after 
that  there's  none  lyke  vnto  the  lord  our  god  for  to  be  found 
485  for  to  morrow  shall  the  frogs  be  in  the  riuer,  none  on  the  ground: 
&  there  vpon  we  will  be  gone  vnto  our  Lord  to  pray 

Kinge  phara[o]. 
fare  you  well  both.  Now  they  are  gone  I'l  here  no  longer  stay 

Moyses 

Now  are  the  frogs  in  euery  house,  village,  &  field  all  dead 
&  layd  vpon  huge  heapes:  &  the  ground2  where  they  lye  ys 

putrifyed 

4«o  but  pharao  seeinge  rest  ys  giuen,  his  heart  agayne  hath  hardned 
&  will  not  vnto  vs  geue  eare,  as  god  before  commanded. 

God 

Moyses  to  Aaron  therefore  say:  Go  and  stretch  forth  thy  hand 
&  the  dust  of  the  earth  stryke  wth  thy  rod,  &  all  the  land 
of  jEgipt  shall  wth  Sciniphes  (wch  are  smale  beastes  that  flye 
465  &  do,  especially  mens  eyes  molest)  infected  bee 

for  all  the  dust  of  th'  earth  shall  into  sciniphes  be  turned 

Moyses 
Lord  I'l  go  &  to  Aaron  say  euen  as  thou  hast  commanded 
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Kinge  pharao. 

Mogul  &  Begor  you  do  see  how  that  both  man  &  beast 
molested  are  wth  sciniphes,  &  for  them  can  not  rest 
can  you  no  kynd  of  way  deuise  to  cause  them  hence  depart       170 

Mogul 

No  nor  lyke  make  (though  we  haue  tryed)  by  all  our  skill  &  art 
Doubtles  gods  finger  was  therein,  we  can  yt  not  deny  [fol.  81*] 

King  pharao. 

Yet  for  all  that  the  Israelits  shall  not  dismissed  bee 
but  I'l  detayne  them  still,  &  see  them  more  &  more  oppressed 
wth  WOrke,  &  now  I  will  begone  to  see  the  same  effected.  475 

God 

Moyses  the  heart  of  pharao  hardned  ys,  &  he'l  not  heare 
my  voyce,  but  doth  a  harder  hand  ouer  my  people  beare, 
wherefore  early  aryse,  &  stand  in  presents  of  kinge  pharao 
who  forth  vnto  the  water  ys  determyn'd  for  to  go, 
&  to  hym  say:  thus  sayth  our  lord;  The  Israelits  dismisse  48o 

&  let  them  to  the  desert  go  vnto  me  there  to  sacrifice 
&  if  thou  wilt  not  I  will  send  all  kynd  of  flyes  vpon  thee 
&  on  thy  seruants,  people,  houses,  &  ^Egipt  fil'd  shall  bee 
wth  flees  of  dyuers  kynds:  &  Gessen  where  my  people  ys 
I'l  mervels  make  in  that  same  day,  for  there  shall  be  no  flees:    <85 
&  playnly  thou  shalt  know  that  I  the  lord  am  in  the  midle 
of  th'  earth,  &  will  diuision  make  betweene  thee  &  my  people 
And  this  signe  shall  to  morrow  bee,  where  fore  go  tell  hym 
presently 

Moyses 
Lord  I  am  ready  to  performe  all  that  thou  hast  inioyn'd  mee 

Kinge  pharao 

Mogull  &  Begor  I  perceiue  that  sundry  flies  are  come  490 

into  all  the  parts  of  this  land,  wch  to  vs  all  are  noysome 
lyke  vnto  wch  you  can  not  make,  nor  yet  vs  from  them  free 

Mogul 

Yt's  true  my  Liege,  wherefore  you  must  seeke  out  some  other 
remedy 

Kinge  pharao. 
I  must  in  deede,  where  fore  go  call  Moyses  &  Aaron  hither 

Begor 
I  will  my  liege:  Behould  they  are  both  cominge  here  to  gether  495 
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Kinge  pharao 

I  am  content  you  in  this  land  shall  go  &  sacrifice 
vnto  your  god  as  you  desire. 

Moys[es]. 

Nay  that  will  not  suffice: 

for  yf  we  shall  the  abominations  of  the  ^Egiptians  offer 
to  our  Lord  god,  &  kill  those  thinges  wch  they  haue  worshipt  euer 
ooo  they'l  beate  vs  downe  wth  stones,  wherefore  will1  go  three  days 

iourney 
into  the  desert,  &  sacrifice,  as  we  commanded  bee 

Kinge  pharao. 

Go  in  the  desert  sacrifice  to  your  lord  god,  but  see 
that  you  in  any  case  do  no  further  go,  &  pray  for  mee 
[fol.8J.bJ  Moyses 

when  I  am  from  thee  gone  vnto  our  lord  I'l  truly  pray 
BOS  &  longer  then  to  morrow  shall  the  flies  not  wth  thee  stay 
But  no  more  then  deceiue  me  thus,  but  th'Israelits  dismisse 
that  they  may  to  the  desert  go  there  to  our  god  to  sacrifice 

Molach 

This  morninge  mighty  pharao  as  Moyses  &  Aaron  sayd 
thy  land  was  purg'd  of  all  the  flies,  when  to  their  god  they  prayd 
BIO  &  not  so  much  as  one  ys  left  to  our  exceedinge  ioy 

Kinge  pharao. 

The  people  then  I'l  not  dismisse,  but  labour  to  destroy 
them  by  all  meanes  I  can  deuise  for  feare  lest  they  should  grow 
stronger  then  wee:  wch  to  effect,  I'l  hence  vnto  them  go 

God 

Moyses  pharao  hath  thee  deceiud,  &  his  heart  hardned  ys, 
sis  &  he'l  not  lett  my  people  go  accordinge  to  his  promisse. 

wherefore  to  hym  returne,  &  say:  The  lord  god  of  the  Hebrewes 
bids  the  let  th'Israelits  go  sacrifice,  yf  thou  refuse 
behould  my  hand  shall  be  vpon  thy  field,  &  on  thy  horses 
&  also  on  thy  camells,  oxen,  sheepe,  &  thy  asses: 
620  That's  a  great  pestilence  or  murren  shall  be  amongst  thy  cattell 
yf  for  to  go  &  sacrifice  thou'l  not  permitt  my  people 
for  the  lord  will  a  difference  make  twixt  Israeli  &  th'^Egiptians 
for  nothinge  perish  shall  that  to  the  Israelits  pertaynes 


Head  we'll. 
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where  as  all  that  vnto  th'^Egiptians  doth  belonge  shall  dye: 

&  all  this  in  thy  land  to  morrow  shall  be  done  vnto  thee  5aB 

Now  moyses  wth  this  message  go,  &  that  wth  out  delay 

Moyses 
Lord  PI  begone,  &  to  hym  as  thou  me  commandest,  say 

Molach 

Dread  soueraigne  lord  a  pestilence  ys  light  vpon  our  horses 
&  also  on  our  camells,  oxen,  sheepe,  &  on  our  Asses 
so  that  not  one  ys  left  alyue  in  all  th'Agiptian  land  Bso 

&  none  dead  in  the  land  of  Gessen  as  we  vnderstand 

Kinge  pharao. 

Yt's  strange  yf  none  in  Gessen  dye,  where  th'Israelits  do  dwell 
&  not  one  here  escape:  But  here  comes  one  that  truth  can  tell 
Batzo  doth  there  in  Gessen  dye  any  cattle  of  the  murren? 

Batzo 

One  beast  my  liege  there  ys  not  dead  in  all  the  land  of  Gessen  535 
that  to  the  Israelits  belongd,  as  by1  fame  ys  reported  [fol.  82*] 

Kinge  pharao 

Yet  for  all  that  Israel  shall  Not  from  JEgipt  be  dismissed 
but  more  &  more  PI  them  oppresse  wth  worke  to  keepe  them  vnder 
&  now  PI  go  t'irnpose  that  charge  on  hym  that's  ouer  seer 

God 

Moyses  &  Aaron  pharaos  heart  for  all  this  yet  ys  hardened          540 
&  he'l  not  let  my  people  go,  as  I  before  commanded, 
wherefore  go  &  out  of  they  chymney  take  handsfull  of  ashes 
&  before  pharao  let  them  be  sprinkled  in  th'ayre  by  moyses 
&  there  shall  be  in  men  &  beasts  great  boyles  &  swellinge  bledders 
through  out  ^Egipt,  &  none  shall  them  escape,  kinge  nor  En- 

chaunters.  5*5 

See  that  all  things  wch  I  haue  sayd  wth  out  delay  be  done 

Moyses 

Lord  we'l  thy  voyce  obey,  &  towards  pharao  now  begone, 
pharao  our  Lord  god  bade  me  in  the  ayre  these  ashes  sprinkle 
&  full  of  boyles  &  swellinge  bledders  thou  shalt  be  &  the  people 
for  god  hath  thee  preseru'd  a  lyue,  that  in  thee  may  be  shewed  550 
his  might  because  thou  hast  thy  heart  through  thine  owne  malice 
hardened 
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&  wilfully  refusest  still  his  people  to  dismisse 

that  to  the  desert  they  might  go,  &  there  vnto  hym  sacrifice 

Kinge  pharao. 

Alas  there  ryses  on  my  face  great  boyles  &  swellinge  bledders 
566  &  all  my  bodyes  also  infec't  there  wfch:  help  me  Enchaunters 

Mogul 

Alas  my  Liege  we  can'  not  styrre  eyther  head,  or  f oote,  or  hand 
nor  able  are  for  boyles  &  bledders  before  moyses  to  stand 

Molach 

I  bringe  you  heauy  newes  my  Liege,  for  through  out  all  y our  country 
there's  neyther  man  nor  beast  from  boyles  &  swellinge  bledders  free 
BBC  &  as  yt  seemes  your  maiesty  there  wth  also  infected 

&  your  Enchaunters  to,  &  wee  our  selues  are  sore  perplexed 

Kinge  pharao 

But  for  all  this  yet  will  I  not  the  Israelits  dismisse 
nor  let  them  to  the  desert  go,  vnto  their  lord  to  sacrifice 

Moyses. 

Gods  people  yet  wilt  thou  hould  backe,  &not  suffer  them  to  go? 
666  The  terrible'st  hayle  that  euer  was  in  JCgipt  shall  to  morrow 
fall  this  very  houre,  lyke  vnto  wch  since  that  the  land  was  founded 
vntill  this  day  there  neuer  fell:  wherefore  be  well  aduised 
&  together  all  thy  cattell  gather,  lest  that  they  be  destroyed 
for  nothinge  that  ys  found  abroad  in  the  fieldes  shall  be  spared, 
[fol.  82  b]  but  euery  kynd  of  thinge  where  on  the  hayle  doth  lyght  shall  dye 
57i  Say  not  but  thou  fore  warned  art  pharao,  &  so  I  leaue  thee. 

Kinge  pharao. 

Yt's  strange  that  you  Enchaunters  can  not  do  as  they  haue  done 
Nor  cure  our  sores  that  they  haue  made.  But  come  let  vs  be  gone 

God 
Moyses  now  th'assign'd  houre  ys  come,  wherefore  stretch  out 

thy  hand 
675  towardes  Heauen   that   there  may  fall  hayle  through  out  all 

jEgipt  land 

&  thunder  claps  mixed  therewth,  &  lightninge  in  ech  place 
so  terrible  that  lyke  hath  not  bene  since  first  that  Nation  was 
heard  of,  or  seene,  &  let  yt  kill  or  strike  vnto  the  ground 
both  man  &  beast,  &  all  thinges  els,  that  in  the  fieldes  be  found 
680  through  out  all  ^Egypt  land,  but  in  the  land  of  Gessen  shall 
where  as  my  people  dwells,  none  of  these  thinges  be  seene  at  all. 
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And  such  of  pharaos  seruants  as  of  my  threats  stand  in  feare 
in  howses  will  their  beasts  &  seruants  keepe  to  saue  them  there, 
but  such  as  do  neglect  my  threats,  their  beastes  &  seruants  will 
permitt  in  the  fields  to  remayne,  where  the  hayle  shall  them  kill.  B85 

Moyses 

Lord  toward  heauen  I'l  hould  vp  my  rod  as  thou  commandest 
Lightninge  I  see,  &  thunder  heare,  &  hayle  wch  downe  yu  sendest. 
Oh  what  a  terrible  storme  ys  this  of  hayle,  lightninge, l  &  thunder 
yf  this  do  not  make  pharaos  heart  relent,  yt  ys  a  wonder 
But  now  I  will  be  gone  &  see  th'effect  that  yt  doth  take  590 

whether  his  heart  there  wth  hardned  bee,  or  humbler  yt  hym  make 

Molach 

My  liege  by  this  tempestuous  storme  ech  thinge  destroyed  ys 
that  was  wth  out  the  dores  from  man  to  beast  wth  herbs  &  trees 
through  out  all  ^Egipt,  but  in  Gessen  where  the  Israelits  dwell 
no  thunder  claps  were  heard,  nor  lightninge  seene,  nor  hayle 

stone  fell.  B»6 

&  your  Enchaunters  can  neither  do  the  lyke,  nor  make  this  cease 

Kinge  pharao. 

Then  forth  wth  go,  &  to  me  hither  bringe  Aaron  &  Moyses 
Moyses  &  Aaron  I  haue  sinn'd,  &  the  Lord's  iust  &  righteous 
&  I  confesse  I  &  my  people  are  vniust  &  Impious 
wherefore  pray  to  the  Lord  to  ceasse  both  the  hayle  &  the  thunder  fl0o 
that  I  may  you  dismisse,  &  in  ^Egipt  stay  you  no  longer. 

Moyses 

When  I  am  gone  out  of  the  citty  I  will  stretch  out  my  hand 
to  our  Lord  &  the  hayle  &  thunder  shall  cease  through  the  land 
that  thou  may  know  the  Earth's  our  Lords.  But  certaynly  I  know  [fol.  83*] 
neyther  thou  nor  thy  seruants  of  the  lord  god  stand  in  owe.          «os 
yet  not  wth  standinge  I'l  be  gone  &  to  god  for  the  pray. 

Kinge  pharao. 

I  hope  from  this  plague  now  we  shall  be  free'd  wth  out  delay. 
Already  as  yt  seemes  the  Lightninge  &  the  thunder  ceaseth 
&  the  hayle  storme  ys  past  &  gone,  &  the  mynd  also  falleth 
wherefore  I  am  resolu'd  the  Israelits  not  to  dismisse  6io 

nor  let  them  to  the  desert  go  vnto  their  god  to  sacrifice 

God 

Moyses  the  heart  of  pharao  &  his  seruants  hardned  bee 
1  MS.  lightinge. 
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&  he'l  not  let  my  people  go  to  sacrifice  vnto  mee. 
&  this  ys  done  that  I  may  worke  my  sygnes  in  hym,  &  thou 
6i6  tell  in  thy  sonnes  &  Nephewes  eares  what  I  haue  done,  &  you 
may  know  that  I  the  lord  god  am,  wherefore  returne  to  pharao 
&  say  I  t'Hebrewes  god  do  bid  hym  lett  my  people  go 
vnto  me  for  to  sacrifice,  or  else  in  to  their  coastes 
I  will  Locusts  to  morow  sende,  wch  are  litle  flyinge  beastes 
esc  haueinge  longe  hinder  legges,  &  grasse,  &  fruites  &  grayne  anoy 
wch  all  the  face  of  th'earth  shall  couer,  &  all  there  on  destroy 
that  the  hayle  hath  not  spoyld  before,  &  they  shall  be  such  numbers 
as  shall  th'^Egiptian  houses  fill:  &  as  none  of  their  fathers 
nor  their  granndfathers  euer  saw  vntill  this  present  day 

Moyses 
686  Lord  I'l  be  gone  &  vnto  pharao  shewe,1  what  thou  doest  say. 

Molach 

Yowr  grace  did  heare  that  moyses  say  our  land  should  be  infested 
wth  Locusts  vnlesse  that  children  of  Israel  you  dismissed 
to  go  &  sacrifice  to  their  lord  god,  as  he  them  bade 
&  he's  about  now  to  performe  all  that  he  to  you  sayd. 
eao  How  longe  shall  we  indure  these  plagues?  The  Israelits  dismisse 
into  the  desert  for  to  go  to  their  god  there  to  sacrifice. 
your  grace  to  your  great  sorrow  sees  that  all  ^Egipt's  vndone 

Kinge  pharao 

Yt's  true,  wherefore  fetch  back  agayne  to  mee  Moyses  &  Aaron 
go  sacrifice  to  your  Lord  god.  whom  will  you  haue  to  go  ? 

Moyses 

e>6  We'l  go  both  wth  our  yonge  &  old,  &  sonnes  &  daughters  also 
&  sheepe  &  heards,  for  our  lord  gods  solemnity  yt  ys 

Kinge  pharao 

So  be  the  lord  wth  you,  as  you  &  litle  ones  I  dismisse. 
[fol.83b]  who  doubts  but  you  intend  some  thinge  that's  nought?    Yt  shal 

not  be  so 

but  the  men  as  your  selues  at  first  desird  shall  only  go 
64o  &  sacrifice  vnto  the  lord,  packe  hence  out  of  my  sight 

yf  you  will  your  owne  caruers  bee,  I  must  looke  better  to  yt: 
&  so  I  will,  for  wth  more  worke  they  shall  oppressed  bee: 
&  now  I'l  go,  &  see  yt  done,  then  they'l  not  be  so  lusty. 
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Molach 

Now  moyses  hath  strecht  out  his  rod  vpon  the  land  of  JEgipt 
&  hath  brought  in  a  burninge  wynde  wch  blew  both  day  &  night  <m, 
&  in  the  morninge  Locusts  rays'd,  wch  through  out  ^Egipt  swarme 
&  to  all  kynd  of  fruite  &  grasse,  &  grayne  haue  done  much  harme. 
for  they  haue  gnawne  &  eaten  vp,  what  t'hayle  had  not  destroyed 
&  there  wth  are  jour  highnes  &  your  seruants  howses  filled, 
yea  &  they  are  so  infinit  that  ah1  the  earth  they  couer  060 

the  lyke  before  this  tyme  was  neuer  scene,  nor  shall  here  after. 
And  your  Enchaunters  can  not  make  the  lyke,  nor  dryue  away 
these  from  yowr  land,  wch  moyses  thither  brought,  for  so  they  say. 

Kinge  pharao. 

Then  once  more  go  &  bid  moyses  &  Aaron  come  ynto  mee 
that  I  may  triall  make  yf  they  my  land  from  them  can  free.          ess 
Moyses  &  Aaron)  I  agaynst  the  lord  yowr  god  haue  synned 
&  agaynst  you :  But  now  let  this  my  synne  once  more  be  pardoned 
&  to  yowr  god  pray  that  he'l  from  me  take  this  death  away. 

Moyses 
pharao  this  tyme  we'l  also  go,  &  to  our  lord  god  pray. 

Molach 

At  moyses  prayer  a  vehement  wynde  out  of  the  west  did  blow     6eo 
(my  liege)  &  all  the  locusts  did  into  the  redd  sea  throw 
so  that  so  much  as  one's  not  lefte  wth  in  all  yowr  dominion 

Kinge  pharao. 
I'l  not  then  th'Israelits  dismisse :  &  so  let's  hence  be  gone. 

God 

Moyses  kinge  pharaos  heart's  hardned  agayne  as  thou  may  see 
&  he'l  not  let  my  people  yet  go  sacrifice  vnto  mee  eas 

wherefore  go  &  towards  heauen  lifte  thy  rod  that's  in  thy  hand 
&  palpable  darknes  there  shall  bee  through  out  all  ^Egipt  land 
for  the  space  of  three  dayes,  &  no  man  shall  his  Brother  see 
nor  moue  them  selues  at  all  out  of  the  places  where  they  bee 
But  where  so  euer  th'Israelits  do  make  their  habitation  e™ 

there  shall  be  light,  wch  shall  in  JCgipt  cause  great  admiration. 

Moyses  [fol.84a] 

All  that  thou  lord  commanded  hast  I'l  do  wth  out  delay 
for  thou  art  able  by  thy  power  to  do  what  thou  do'st  say. 

Kinge  pharao. 
This  ys  the  lightest  day  me  thinkes  that  came  this  seauen  yeare 

tiefpcria,  <Ergan3Uiiysreil)c,  4.  5 
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6,6  &  totoe  hoate,  where  fore  I'l  sett  me  downe,  &  rest  me  here 
Let's  see  yf  that  the  Hebrews  god  to  darknes  can  conuert 
so  thicke  that  yt  shall  palpable  be,  this  light1  that  ys  so  great, 
as  moyses  threatneth2  for  to  do  vnlesse  I  will  dismisse 
the  Israelits,  &  let  them  go  vnto  their  god  to  sacrifice, 
eso  Oh  wo  ys  me  I  can  not  see  yt  is  so  darke  allready 

Enchaunters  by  yowr  skill  lett  light  agayne  restored  bee. 

Mogul 
Dread  soueraigne  lord  that's  not  wth  in  the  compasse  of  our  skill. 

Kinge  pharao 
Gome  then  &  leade  me  hence,  for  here  no  longer  stay  I  will. 

Mogul. 

I  would  my  Liege  yt  that  I  could  remoue  out  of  the  place 
ess  where  in  I  stande,  but  th'ayre's  so  thicke  yt  will  not  let  me  passe 

Begor 

And  I  am  in  as  bad  a  case,  for  I  can  nothinge  see 
so  that  I  can  not  help  my  self,  nor  come  vnto  yowr  maiesty 

Kinge  pharao. 

Then  must  we  be  inforc't  here  in  this  darknes  to  remayne 
till  meanes  we  can  find  out  to  send  for  moyses  backe  agayne 
ow..  &  yf  myne  eares  deceiue  me  not  I  heare  one  fitly  cominge 
whence  art  thou  frende  that  passes  by,  or  whither  art  thou  goinge? 

Phorbus 
from  Gessen  I  am  come,  &  goinge  for  to  speake  wth  Moyses 

Kinge  pharao. 
I  musen  how  thou  sees  thy  way  obscured  wth  such  darknes 

phorbus 

Darknes  in  Gessen  there  ys  none,  for  they  the  vsuall  light 
a»6  enioy  of  the  sunne  in  the  day,  &  of  the  moone  by  night 
&  all  the  way  the  benefit  of  them  both  I  haue  enioyed 
&  no  where  but  in  ^Egipt  land  of  light  they  are  depryued 

Kinge  pharao. 
That's  strange:  I  pray  thee  go,  &  fetch  moyses  &  Aaron  hither 

phorbus 
T'l  go  my  liege,  &  vnto  them  yowr  message  streight  deliuer 

Kinge  pharao. 
700  Who's  there?  Moses  &  Aaron? 
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Moys[es], 
Yes. 

phar[ao]. 

Go  &  your  litle  ones  take 

wth  you,  &  in  the  desert  a  sacrifice  to  the  lord  make. 
Let  your  sheepe  &  your  heards  remayne  still  wth  vs  here 

moyses  [fol.84i>] 

No:  Hosts  &  holocausts  we  will  haue  to  our  lord  god  to  offer 
&  not  one  hoofe  of  all  our  flockes  behynde  vs  there  shall  tary 
that  for  the  seruice  of  yel  lord  our  god  shall  be  thought  necessary  705 
the  rather  because  that  we  do  not  know  what  must  be  offered 
till  we  come  to  the  very  place  that  ys  by  god  appoynted 

Kinge  pharao. 

Yf  yt  be  so,  packe  hence:  &  looke  no  more  my  face  thou  see. 
for  in  what  s'euer  day  thou  comes  in  my  sight  thou  shalt  dye 

moyses 
So  shall  yt  bee  as  thou  hast  sayd:  I'l  no  more  see  thy  face         710 

Kinge  pharao 

They  are  both  gone,  &  some  what  lighter  now  yt's  then  yt  was 
where  fore  let's  hence  depart,  that  on  them  I  may  be  reuenged 

Mogul  &  Begor. 
we'l  on  your  grace  attend,  hopinge  to  see  them  sharply  punished 

God 

Moyses  once  more  I'l  pharao  plague,  then  shall  he  you  dismisse 
&  to  the  desert  let  you  go,  there  vnto  me  to  sacrifice  715 

Where  fore  vnto  my  people  go,  &  command  euery  man 
of  his  frende  for  to  aske,  &  of  her  neighbour  euery  woman 
vessels  of  syluer  &  of  gold,  &  in  th'^Egiptians  sight 
the  lord  will  geue  grace  to  his  people  through  his  great  power  &might 
So  that  th'^Egiptians  shall  vnto  them  lend  what  they  demaund  720 

Moyses 

Lord  I'l  begone,  &  to  them  say,  as  thou  doe'st  me  commaund 
You  that  subiects  &  seruants  are  to  pharao  listen  to  mee. 
Thus  sayth  our  lord:  At  midnight  I'l  to  ^Egipt  come  vndoubtedly 
&  dye  shall  euery  first  begotten  in  the  land  of  ^Egipt 
euen  from  pharao  his  first  begotten  who  in  his  throne  doth  sitt  726 
vnto  the  first  begotten  of  the  hand  mayd  at  the  mill 
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&  all  the  first  begott  of  beastes,  for  I  will  them  all  kill 
&  there  shall  be  through  all  the  land  of  ^Egipt  such  a  cry 
as  neyther  hath  bene  here  tofore,  nor  shall  here  after  bee. 

,80  But  from  man  euen  vnto  beast  not  not  a  Dogg  mutter  shall 
nor  any  where  be  heard  to  barke  amongst  children  of  Israeli 
that  you  may  know  by  what  a  miracle  th'^Egiptions  are  diuided 
from  Israeli,  &  by  you  cominge  to  me  I  shall  be  adored 
&  you  shall  say :  Go  thou  forth,  &  all  the  people  that  ys  vnder  thee : 

786  &  after  this  we  shall  go  forth.  But  wth  you  I  am  angry 

&  wth  your  kinge  because  hys  promisse  wth  me  ys  not  performed. 
And  syth  yt  will  no  better1  bee,  expect  for  to  be  punished 
as  by  my  mouth  god  hath  declar'd:  &  so  I  will  be  gone, 
[fol.  85  a]  Horma,  pistor  et  ceteri 

And  so  will  wee  vnto  the  kinge  here  of  to  make  relation 

God. 

740  Moyses  &  Aaron  yet  the  heart  of  pharao  hardned  ys 
&  he,  for  all  these  wonders  will  my  people  not  dismisse 
where  fore  go  &  bid  th'Israelits  a  paschall  lamb  prepare 
&  hym  at  euen  sacrifice,  when  all  assembled  are 
to  gether:  The  bloud  there  of  by  them  shall  sprinckled  bee 

746  on  th'vpper  dore  post  of  their  houses  in  euery  seuerall  family 
where  they  the  same  shall  eate:  But  the  flesh  there  of  shall  be  eaten 
wth  gir(jed  loynes  shoes  on  your  feete,  &  staues  in  your  hands 

holden: 

&  you  shall  eate  yt  speedely  because  yt  ys  the  phase 
(that  ys  the  passage)  of  the  lord.  And  that  night  I  will  passe 

7Bo  through  all  the  land  of  ^Egipt,  &  will  stryke  ech  first  begotten 
that  shall  there  in  be  found,  &  not  spare  eyther  beasts  or  men. 
And  when  I  see  the  bloud  on  your  dore  posts  I  will  passe  ouer 
your  howses,  &  from  this  destroyinge  plague  you  all  deliuer 
But  see  that  none  amongst  you  go  out  of  his  house  till  morninge. 

766  And  when  yowr  children  shall  aske  you  in  tyme  here  afterfollowinge 
what  this  Religion  ys?  vnto  them  you  shall  make  this  answeare: 
Yt's  the  victime  of  our  Lords  passage,  when  that  he  passed  ouer 
the  Howses  of  the  Israelits,  when  that  ^Egipt  was  plagued 
wth  the  death  of  the  first  begotten,  who  euery  one  were  killed 

7.0  because  they  &  their  kinge  the  god  of  Israeli  did  wth  stand 

1  MS   better  repeated. 


The  eight  pagean  of  Moyses.  69 

Moyses 

Lord  we'l  begone,  &  all  things  do  that  thou  dost  vs  commaund 
Brethren  the  tyme  ys  now  at  hand  where  in  god  sayd  he  would 
the  first  begot  of  ^Egipt  kill,  as  I  before  you  tould. 
Listen  &  you  may  heare  how  pitifully  th'^Egiptians  crie 

Horma 

Oh  wo  ys  vs!  all  our  first  borne  are  slayne  througthout  our  country  7e5 
euen  from  pharao  his  first  begotten,  who  did  sit  in  his  throne 
vnto  the  first  borne  of  the  captyue  woman  that  was  in  prison 
&  euery  first  begot  of  beasts!  Alas  what  shall  wee  do? 
There's  not  a  house  but  hath  one  in  yt  dead  vnder  kinge  pharao 

pistor 

My  lord  yt's  true  &  I  do  feare  vnlese  yt  be  preuented  770 

we  shall  all  dye:  where  fore  let's  go  as  pharao  vs  cowmaunded 
vnto  moyses  &  Aaron  whom  I  standinge  here  espye 
&  bid  them  wth  the  IsraeKts  be  gone  out  of  the  country 

Horma 

Of  force  my  Lord  we  must,  wherefore  let's  go  wth  out  delay 
my  Lord  the  kinge  (Moyses  &  Aaron)  bids  you  go  your  way.      775 
out  of  this  land,  &  wth  you  take  all  the  children  of  Is[rael]          [fo1  75b] 
to  sacrifice  vnto  the  Lord,  take  also  all  your  catle 
as  you  demaunded,  &  at  your  departure  blesse  kinge  Pharao. 
Why  linger  you?  yt's  his  &  our  wills  that  you  quickly  go 

Soar 

We  in  no  case  my  lords  from  hence  mey  empty  handed  go         7so 
wherefore  some  of  your1  gold8  &  syluer  plate  on  vs  bestow 

Horma 

That  will  we  do  wth  all  our  hearts  Bomar  go  to  my  cupbord 
&  bringe  the  best  cupp  thou  findes  there. 

Bomar. 

Yt  shall  be  done  my  Lord 

pistor. 

Doylus  go  to  my  wyfe,  &  bid  her  my  best  lewels  send 
for  willingly  the  best  I  haue  I  will  vnto  them  lende  795 

Rubal 

And  the  best  garments  my  house  will  aford  I  will  bestow 
on  them  vpon  condition  that  they  will  away  hence  go 
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Horma 

Here  Soar  take  this  siluer  bole:  &  you  ray  frend  this  goblet 
of  gold  most  fynely  wrought.  And  here's  for  you  a  siluer  posnet 

pistor 
790  And  at  my  hands  receiue  this  plagon,  This  Basen  &  this  Ewer 

Ruball 

And  of  me  this  gold  cheyne,  &  Robes  of  beaten  gold  &  syluer 
&  these  same  peareles  &  pretious  stones.  And  as  we  do  to  you 
so  we'l  vnto  the  rest  of  th'  Israelits  our  neighbours  doe. 

Moyses 
Go  wth  vs  then  &  that  performe,  &  we'l  no  longer  stay 

Horma 
796  We  come,  &  what  we  sayd  we'l  do,  &  that  wth  out  delay 

chorus 

Now  by  the  Israelits  th'^Egiptians  are  of  their  goods  spoyled: 
&  there  wth  *  out  of  ^Egipt  are  the  Israelits  departed 
haueinge  almost  six  hundred  thousand  f oote  men  in  their  company, 
besyds  litle  ones,  &  the  common  sort,  wch  infinit  also  bee 
soo  &  they  take  wth  them  sheepe  &  beastes  of  sundry  kynds  abundance 
&  in  Jl]gipt  foure  hundred  thirty  yeares  was  their  continuance 
&  our  Lord  leades  them  not  by  the  way  of  ye  philistims  country 
lest  perhaps  yt  should  them  repent,  yf  warres  they  dyd  espye 
agaynst  them  ryse,  &  for  feare  make  them  back  to  ^Egipt  go 
so*  but  he  doth  lead  them  through  the  desert,  wch  lyeth  nigh  vnto 
the  red  sea:  &  the  bones  of  loseph  moyses2  wth  hym  carryeth 
as  loseph  did  the  Israelits  adiure.  &  our  lord  goeth 
in  a  piller  of  a  cloud  before  them  when  that  yt  ys  day, 
[fol.  86»J  &  by  night  in  a  piller  of  fyre,  for  to  shew  them  the  way. 
sio  yet  not  wth  standinge  pharaos  heart  indurate  ys,  &  hee 
them  wth  an  army  will  pursue:  &  what  th'euent  will  bee 
tyme  will  declare  vnto  your,  &  the  worlds  great  admiration 
where  fore  attentyue  bee  a  while,  &  so  I  will  be  gone. 

Horma 

My  soueraigne  lord  the  Israelits  away  from  hence  are  fledd 
si  ft  &  all  their  wyues,  children,  &  catle  alonge  wth  them  haue  caryed. 

Kinge  pharao. 
Why  did  we  them  dismisse,  &  let  them  go  out  of  our  seruyce? 
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An  Army  rayse  wth  out  delay,  for  my  intention  ys 

them  to  pursue  six  hundred  chosen  charets  streight  ready  make 

&  all  that  are  besydes  through  out  the  land  of  ^Egipt  take 

wth  men  &  horses  them  to  furnish,  for  we  shall  out  of  hande       8ao 

vndoubtedly  them  apprehend,  beinge  straytned  in  the  lande 

for  before  them  the  red  sea  ys,  where  in  they  will  be  drowned 

yf  they  go  on,  yf  backe  they  come,  by  vs  they  shall  be  killed 

where  fore  no  longer  lingringe  make  but  let  vs  hence  away 

be  gone,  ready  all  things  to  make,  for  daunger's  in  delay  8«5 

Soar. 
Alas  th'JEgiptians  follow  vs!  o  Lord  what  shall  we  do! 

Hesron 
Moyses  we  are  dead  men.     At  heeles  th  ^Egiptians  vs  pursue 

Semi 

Perhaps  no  graues  in  ^Egipt  were,  &  therefore  thou  hast  taken 
vs  thence,  that  in  the  wildernes  we  might  dye  &  our  children. 

Soar 

Why  did  thou  thus?  was  yt  not  this  that  wee  to  thee  did  say     88o 
in  ^Egipt?  Go  from  vs:  yt's  better  we  serue  &  obay 
th'zEgiptians,  &  preserue  our  lyues,  then  in  the  desert  dye 

Moyses. 

Be  not  afrayd  good  people,  but  go  on  alonge  wth  me 
&  you  shall  forth  wth  see  the  wonderous  workes  of  otir  lord  god 
that  this  day  he  will  do,  when  I  stretch  out  my  hand  &  rodd      885 
for  the  ^Egyptians  whom  you  haue  espyed  now  comminge  after 
vpon  my  word  &  credit  you  no  more  shall  see  for  euer 
for  our  lord  god  will  for  you  fight,  &  you  shall  hold  your  peace. 
Good  lord)  I  thee  beseech  thy  people  help  in  their  distresse 

God 

Moyses  why  cryest  thou  to  mee?  Bid  th'Israelits  go  forward        84<> 
&  towardes  the  sea  stretch  but  thy  hand  out,  &  thy  rod  lifte  vpward 
&  the  sea  shall  deuided  bee,  that  th'Israelits  may  go 
vpon  the  dry  ground  through  the  midle  thereof,  but  when  king 

Pharao 

wth  all  his  army  them  pursues  (for  his  heart  will  be  hardned       [lot.  86  *>] 
that  in  his  coaches,  horses,  host,  &  hym  I  may  be  gloryfyed       84S 
&  they  all  know  I  am  the  lord)  they  shall  be  drown'd  ech  one 

&  my  Angell  that  before  the  campe  of  Israeli  went 
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shall  wth  the  piller  of  the  cloud  remoue  yt  self  incontinent 
&  follow  yt,  &  go  betwene  the  Armies  them  to  seuere 
sso  so  that  the  camps  of  all  night  longe  shall  not  come  th'one  to  th'other 

Moyses 

Lord  I  will  do  as  thou  me  bids:  Come  Breethren  &  go  wth  mee 
&  put  your  trust  in  god,  &  he  will  your  protector  bee 

Kinge  pharao. 

forward  braue  souldiers  for  we  shall  our  enemies  eyther  slea 
wth  our  owne  hands,  or  make  them  runne  headlonge  into  the  sea 

chorus 

855  Now  vnderstand  that  moyses  (as  by  god  he  was  appoynted 
the  sea  strucke  wth  his  rodd,  &  as  a  wall  yt  stoode  diuided 
on  the  right  &  lefte  hand,  &  th'Israelits  did  through  yt  passe 
all  safly  on  dry  land:  Where  as  pharao  who  did  them  chase 
wth  all  his  men,  horses  &  chariots  there  in  were  ouer  whelmed 
8oo  for  yt  into  yt  naturall  course,  where  erst  yt  ranne  returned 
When  they  were  in  the  midst  there  of,  so  soone  as  moyses  had 
stretch't  out  his  hand  &  rodd  vpon  the  sea,  as  god  hym  bade 
&  not  so  much  as  one  of  pharaos  host  alyue  escaped. 
wch  when  gods  people  saw,  our  Lord  &  Moyses  they  beleeued 
865  &  greatly  were  of  them  a  feard,  &  for  this  their  great  victory 
they  sange  a  songe  of  prayse  to  god :  &  then  went  on  their  iorney 
through  the  desert  of  Sur,  where  ys  great  scarcity  of  water 
but  what  them  there  befalls  lysten,  &  you  see  here  after 

Moyses 

Now  are  we  into  Mara  come,  where  as  the  water's  bitter 
870  &  there  fore  Mara  shall  be  cald  accordinge  to  the  nature 
of  the  place  where  yt  ys,  for  that's  conuenient  as  I  thinke 

Soar 

Moyses  why  haue  you  brought  vs  hither?    What  haue  we  here 
to  drynk? 

Moyses 
Good  lord  I  thee  beseech  this  water  make  fitt  to  be  drunken 

God 
That  peece  of  woode  in  to  yt  cast,  &  yt  shall  the  same  sweten 

Moyses 
876  Now  yt  ys  sweete:  come  drynke  your  fill,  &  for  yt  gods  name  prayse 

Soar  et  ceteri 
Now  are  we  all  refreshed  well. 
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Moysfes]. 

Then  let  vs  go  our  wayes. 
[Soar  et  ceteri]  [fol.87< 

Moyses  &  Aaron  why  brought  you  vs  to  this  desert  Syn? 
where  no  foode  ys  for  to  be  got?  would  god  that  we  had  byn 
by  the  hand  of  our  Lord  wth  in  the  land  of  ^Egipt  dead 
when  we  sate  ouer  the  flesh  pots,  &  eate  our  fill  of  bread.  8So 

you  meane  belyke  the  multitude  to  famish  for  want  of  meate 

God 

Moyses  from  heauen  I'l  rayne  bread,  that  they  may  haue  to  eate. 
forth  let  the  people  go,  &  gather  for  ech  day  sufficient 
that  I  may  triall  make  whether  they'l  keepe  or  breake  my  com- 

maundment 

Moyses. 

Brethren  yt  ys  not  vs,  but  god,  agaynst  whom  you  do  mutter:      886 
But  be  content,  &  you  shall  haue  vittayles  to  slake  your  hunger 
to  morow,  for  god  hath  your  murmuringe  heard,  &  he  will  sende 
you  meate :  wherefore  Aaron  bid  them  before  our  Lord  attende 

Aaron 

Good  people  go  alonge  wth  vs,  &  you  shah1  vnderstand 
that  yt  ys  our  Lord  god  who  brought  you  out  of  ^Egipt  land          89o 
&  in  the  desert  will  you  feede,  as  he  before  hath  done 
yf  that  you  will  his  precepts  keepe.  &  so  let  vs  be  gone. 

chorus. 
God  hath  the  peoples  murmurringe  heard,  &  store  of  flesh  in  th' 

eueninge 

sent  to  them,  &  their  fill  of  bread  did  geue  them  in  the  morninge 
for  quayles  aryse,  &  all  the  campe  did  couer,  &  a  dew  round        895 
about  the  campe  lye  lyke  hoare  frost,  &  couered  all  the  ground 
wch  when  the  people  saw,  they  sayd  one  to  an  other,  Man-hu 
wch  signifies,  what's  this?  quoth  moyses  bread  wchgod  doth  geue  you 
&  euery  one  there  of  did  gather,  one  lesse,  an  other  more 
but  yet  their  portions  equall  were  beinge  measur'd  by  a  gomor:  900 
for  he  had  but  a  gomor  full  that  more  there  of  had  gathered 
And  he  a  gomor  full  lyke  wyse  had,  that  had  lesse  prouided 
And  they  yt  Manna  cal'd  beinge  white  lyke  to  coriander  seede 
In  tayst  resemblinge  flower  wth  hony,  where  on  they  all  did  feede ? 
both  then  &  euer  since,  &  fourty  yeares  are  now  expyred  905 

(as  you  imagin  must)  since  yt  by  Aaron  was  reserued 
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wth  in  the  Tabernacle,  where  a  gomer  full  was  layd 
at  first,  &  kept  before  our  lord,  as  he  appoynted  had. 
Through  strength  where  of  the  Israelits  this  f  ourty  y  eares  haue  liued 
P1o  &  in  the  Borders  of  chanaan  land  are  now  arryued, 

where  as  smale  store  of  water  ys,  wch  will  geue  them  occation 
perhaps  (as  erst  they  did)  to  mutter  agaynst  moyses  &  Aaron 
for  they  a  stiff e  neckt  people  are.    But  what  th'euent  will  bee 
expect  a  while  (for  I'l  begone)  &  you  shall  playnly  see. 
[fol.87b]  Soar. 

915  Moyses  no  water's  here  for  vs  to  drinke:  what  did  thou  meane 
vs  out  of  /Egipt  for  to  bringe?  to  kill  vs  &  our  children 
&  all  our  beastes  wth  thyrst?  Geue  vs  some  water  else  we  dye 

Moyses 
Wherefore  tempt  you  our  lord?  &  why  do  you  chyde  thus 

agaynst  mee? 
what  shall  I  do  lord  to  this  people?  shortly  they  will  me  stone 

God 
990  Thy  rod  take  in  thy  hand,  &  wth  the  Israelits  begone 

to  the  rocke  Horeb,  &  vpon  the  Rocke  I'l  stand  before  thee 

&  thou  shalt  stryke  the  rocke,  &  yt  shall  yield  out  water  presently. 

Moyses 

Good  people  be  content,  &  you  shall  haue  your  fill  of  water 
to  quench  your  thirst  out  of  this  rocke  here  by.  come  let's  go  thither. 
925  Lo  water  gusheth  out:  come  drynke  your  fill,  &  prayse  gods  name 
who  hither  to  hath  seene  your  griefes,  &  hath  redrest  the  same 

losue 

Moyses  Amalec  prepared  hath  a  huge  &  mighty  army 
vs  to  inuade,  &  as  they  say,  will  here  be  wth  vs  presently 

Moyses 

Then  losue  choose  out  men,  &  go  forth  &  wth  Amelec  fight 
aao  &  I  in  the  top  of  the  hill  to  morrow  will  stand  in  sight 
wth  the  rod  of  god  in  my  hand,  &  there  for  you  will  pray 
that  you  the  victory  may  gett:  &  so  let's  hence  away. 
Aaron  &  Hur)  come  go  wth  me  to  the  top  of  the  hill 
where  for  the  preseruation  of  our  army  pray  I  will. 
Lord  now  thy  enemies 1  are  at  hand:  Lett  them  be  ouerthrowne 
P»«  that  thy  name  may  be  prays'd,  &  power  through  all  the  world 

made  knowne. 

1  Interlined  above. 
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Aaron 

Lo  Hur  whyle  moyses  houlds  his  hands  vp  Israeli  ouer  cometh 
But  when  for  wearynes  they  do  fall  downe  Amelec  preuayleth. 
wherefore  in  the  seate  vnder  hym  let  vs  this  same  stone  lay 
&  stand  on  eyther  syde  of  hym,  his  hands  vp  for  to  stay.  910 

Hur 

So  now  the  sunne  ys  sett,  &  Amelec  ys  put  to  flight 
&  many  of  his  people  lye  here  slayne  wthin  our  sight 
&  his  hands  are  not  weary  yet,  but  still  he  them  vp  houldeth 

Moyses 

for  this  great  victory  our  Lord  be  prays'd,  who  for  vs  fighteth 
&  vnto  hym  I  will  go  buyld  an  Altar  by  &  by  945 

&  there  on  offer  sacrifice  to  hym  for  this  great  victory 

Chorus 

Since  Amelec  vanquish  was,  lethro  moyses  his  father  in  law 
did  vnto  moyses  wth  sophora  his  wyfe  &  children  go 
who  of  his  cominge  glad,  the  workes  of  god  to  hym  related  [fol.  88  »] 

wch  when  he  hear'd,  he  praysed  god,  &  his  sonne  in  Law  aduised  950 
subordinat  officers  to  appoynt  to  iudge  things  that  were  lesser 
&  to  reserue  vnto  hym  self  such  cases  as  are  harder. 
wch  done  lethro  returned  backe  agayne  to  his  owne  country 
&  moyses  wth  the  Israelits  are  gone  towards  mount  Sinay 
there  to  receiue  the  law  of  god,  as  after  shall  appeare  9»s 

yf,  when  that  I  am  gone,  you  will  but  geue  attentyue  eare. 

God 

moyses  vnto  the  house  of  Israeli  say:  my  workes  they  saw 
wch  I  in  ^Egipt  did,  wherefore  yf  they  will  keepe  my  law 
they  shall  be  my  peculier  people,  &  a  priestly  kingdome 
&  holy  nation,  &  i'l  them  protect  in  tyme  to  come  9eo 

Moyses 

What  thou  commaunds  lord  shall  be  done,  for  here  the  Auncients  are 
Of  Israel,  to  whom  forth  wth  this  message  I'l  declare 
Brethren  what  wonders  god  hath  done  in  ^Egipt  land  yow  saw 
ere  that  he  brought  you  thence,  wherefore  yf  you  will  keepe 

his  law 

you  shall  be  his  peculier  people,  &  a  priestly  kingdome  9«s 

&  holy  nation,  &  he'l  you  protect  in  tyme  to  come 

Soar.  Hesron,  Semi  et  ceteri. 
We'l  do  all  that  our  lord  commands,  &  his  precepts  obay 
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Moyses 

I'l  forth  wth  to  our  lord  returne,  &  tell  hym  what  you  say 
Lord  they  haue  faythfull  promise  made  thy  lawes  for  to  fullfill 

God 

DTD  To  day  then  &  to  morrow  sanctify  them:  for  I  will 
in  the  third  day  descend  in  sight  of  all  the  people  on 
mount  Sinai:  &  to  them  thou  certayne  limits  shalt  set  downe 
in  circuit,  beyond  wch  they  shall  not  go  towards  the  mountayne 
for  he  that  doth  these  limits  passe  shall  certaynly  be  slayne. 

975  And  when  the  thunder  claps  you  shall  heare,  &  the  lightninge  see 
&  the  trumpet  begins  to  sound  in  fyre  descend  will  I 
And  from  the  mount  there  shall  aryse  a  smooke  as  from  a  furnace 

Moyses 

Lord  I'l  begone,  &  to  the  people  tell  all  that  thou  sayes 
Brethren  god  you  commaunds  agaynst  the  third  day  to  be  ready 

980  here  at  the  foote  of  this  same  mount  for  to  attend  his  maiesty 
who  will  descend  then  in  your  sight.  The  whyle  do  not  presume 
to  touch  your  wyues,  nor  at  that  tyme  vp  the  mount  for  to  come 
for  he  that  shall  the  Limitts  passe  that  shall  prescribed  bee 
&  vp  ascend,  whether  yt  be  man  or  beast,  dyinge  shall  dye. 

995  And  when  you  shall  the  Thunder  crackes  heare,  &  the  Lightninge  see 
&  the  Trumpet  begins  to  sound,  god  will  descend  in  maiesty. 

[fol.  88 bj  To  morrow  therefore  &  to  day  I  will  you  sanctify: 

as  god  hath  me  inioynd,  where  fore  vnto  the  campe  go  wth  mee. 
This  ys  the  day  by  god  assign'd  that  you  should  hither  come 
990  Beyond  these  meeres  wch  here  I'l  make  to  go  let  none  presume 
neyther  of  the  priestes  nor  common  people,  lest  perhaps  they  be 

slayne 

But  here  wth  out  the  bondaries  of  this  same  mount  remayne. 
and  I'l  ascend  vp  to  the  mount,  as  god  hath  me  appoynted 

Soar,  Hesron,  Semi  et  ceteri. 
So  do,  &  we'l  stay  here  below,  as  thou  hast  vs  commanded 

996  0  what  a  Thunde  clap  ys  this?  Lyke  I  did  neuer  heare 
nor  such  flashes  of  lightinge  euer  to  any  did  appeare. 

&  now  the  trumpet  doth  begin  to  sound,  &  the  mount[']  smooketh 

Hesron 

0  what  a  terrible  thinge  ys !  In  fyre  god  downe  descendeth 
what  shall  we  do?  whither  shall  go  ?  where  shall  we  our  selues  saue? 
[l]  MS.  to  written  and  crossed  out. 
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God 

I  am  the  Lord  thy  god:  No  other  gods  but  me  thou  shalt  haue.      1000 
Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  thy  lord  god  in  vayne.  Remember 
thou  sanctify  the  sabboth  day.  Honour  thy  father  &  mother. 
No  murder  thou  shalt  do.  Neyther  shalt  thou  commit  aduoutry. 
Thou  shalt  not  steale.    Agaynst  thy  neighbour  thou  shalt  beare 

no  false  Testimony. 

Thou  shalt  not  couet  thy  Neighbours  wyfe;  nor  Neighbours        1005 
goods  desyre. 

Semi 

0  what  a  terrible  voyce  ys  this  proceedinge  from  the  fyre! 
Moyses  speake  thou  to  vs:  And  wth  attentyue  eare  we'l  heare  thee. 
Let  not  our  Lord  vnto  vs  speake,  lest  that  perhaps  we  dye. 

Moyses 

feare  not  because  gods  cominge  hath  for  your  probation  byn 
to  breede  in  you  a  teirour,  lest  agaynst  hym  you  should  synne.    1010 

God 

Moyses  come  vp  to  me  in  to  the  mount,  &  be  there  wth  mee 
&  two  stone  tables,  &  the  law  &  commaundments  I'l  geue  thee 
writ  wth  my  finger  that  the  people  thou  mayst  gyue  instruction 

Moyses 

losue  &  Fl  ascend,  expect  my  returne,  here  Hur  &  Aaron 
Fl  leaue  wth  you.  Yf  any  question  ryse,  you  shall  referre  1015 

yt  vnto  them,  who  will  be  ready  still  the  same  to  answeare. 

God 

Moyses  my  people  shall  prepare  &  make  for  me  a  Sanctuary 
&  in  the  midst  of  them  Fl  dwell.  &  thus  made  yt  shall  bee. 
first  frame  an  Arke  of  Setim  woode,  where  in  the  Testification 
wch  j  wfli  geue  thee  shall  be  putt,  &  sett  a  plate  there  on  1090 

of  purest  gold,  &  that  both  on  the  insyde  &  wth  out: 
&  ouer  yt  a  golden  crowne  you  sail  make  round  about: 
&  at  ech  corner  of  the  Arke  a  gold  ringe  shall  be. placed.  [fol.  89 a] 

&  barres  of  Setim  woode  put  through,  all  ouer  wth  gold  couered. 
And  thou  shalt  also  make  of  pure  gold  a  propitiatory:  1025 

&  two  cherubims  both  of  beaten  gold  &  let  them  bee 
the  one  on  th'one  syde  of  the  oracle  sett,  th'other  on  the  other, 
wth  their  winges  the  propitiatory  &  th'oracle  they  shall  couer. 
from  midst  of  the  two  cherubims,  wch  shall  be  on  th' Arke  of  testimony, 
All  thinges  Fl  speake  wch  I  command  children  of  Israeli  by  thee.  lose 
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A  table  also  make  of  Setim  wood  in  breadth  a  cubit 
&  two  in  length,  &  wth  pure  gold  all  ouer  thou  shalt  plate  yt: 
&  there  on  Loaues  of  proposition  in  my  sight  always  sett 
the  wch  for  none  but  only  priests  yt's  lawfull  for  to  eate. 
io>6  Moyses)  these  two  stone  tables  wth  my  finger  writ,  of  testimonie 
to  th'ende  thou  may  the  people  teach,  I  will  bestow  vpon  thee 

Soar 

Yt's  strange  that  moyses  makes  such  tariance,  &  's  not  yet  returned 
downe  from  the  mount,  for  fourty  dayes  yt's  since  he  hence  departed. 
A'aron  aryse  &  make  vs  gods  that  may  before  vs  go 
1040  for  what  to  moyses  chaunced  hath  none  of  vs  all  do  know 

Aaron 

The  golden  earlets  from  your  wyues,  &  sonnes,  &  daughters  take 
wch  at  their  eares  are,  &  there  of  a  moulten  calfe  I'l  make 

Soar. 
That  will  we  do  wth  out  delay.     Lo  Aaron  here  they  bee 

Aaron 

Let  me  them  see,  &  you  shall  haue  a  calfe  there  of  cast  presently. 
Behould  by  founders  worke  the  calf's  all  ready  made  ',  here  take  yt 

Soar,  Hesron,  Semi  et  ceteri. 
io46  Israeli  these  are  thy  gods  that  brought  the  from  the  land  of  ^Egipt 

Aaron 
Gryer  make  proclamation. 

Crier. 

To  morrow  ys  the  lords  solemnity 
Soar  et  ceteri. 
Gome  we'l  sitt  downe  to  eate  &  drinke.    Now  let's  ryse  &  play 

merely 

Hey  day:  these  are  thy  gods  Israeli  that  brought  thee  out  of  ^Egipt 
IOBO  No  other  gods  but  this  wee  haue,  &  prostrate  we'l  adore  yt. 

God 

Moyses  get  downe,  The  people  that  from  ^Egipt  thou  hast  brought 
hath  sin'd,  &  sone  revoulted  from  the  way  wch  thou  them  taught. 
They  haue  made  to  them  selues  a  moulten  calfe,  &  haue  ador'd  yt 
&  sayd:  Israel  these  are  thy  gods  that  brought  the  out  of  ^Egipt. 
lose  I  see  this  people  ys  stiff e  neck't.  Let  my  fury  be  angry 
agaynst  them,  &  into  a  mighty  nation  I  will  make  thee 
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Moyses 

why  ys  thy  fury  Lord  agaynst  this  thy  owne  people  wroth 
whom  in  a  mighty  power,  &  a  stronge  hand  thou  hast  brought  forth 
of  JEgipt  land?  Let  not  th'JEgiptians  say,  I  do  besech  thee  [fol.  89 b] 

that  he  hath  brought  them  forth1  to  kill  them  in  the  mountaynes 

craftely 

Lord  lett  thyne  anger  cease,  &  wickednes  of  thy  people  suffer:     ioei 
Thy  seruants,  Abraham,  Isaac  &  Israeli  remember 
to  whom  by  thyne  owne  self  thou  sware  that  thou  wouldst  multiply 
their  seede  euen  as  the  starres  of  heauen,  &  geue  vnto  them  freely 
&  to  their  seede  the  land  wch  vnto  them  thou  ofte  hast  promised  loes 
&  that  for  euer  more  the  same  by  them  should  be  possessed 

God 
Agaynst  my  people  I'l  not  do  the  yll  I  did  intend 

Moyses 

Thankes  (Lord)  now  from  the  mount  wth  these  two  tables  I'l 
descend 

Soar  et  ceteri. 

Israeli  these  are  thy  gods  that  brought  the  from  the  land  of  JCgipt 
come  once  more  let  vs  prostrat  fall  vpon  th' earth  &  adore  yt         10?o 

losue. 

My  Lord  a  litle  stay,  what  tumult's  this  amongst  the  people? 
me  thinks  I  heare  wth  in  the  campe  the  noyse  &  sound  of  batle 

Moyses 

yt  neyther  ys  the  shout  of  men  incourageinge  to  fight 
nor  yet  the  cry  &  noyse  of  men  compellinge  vnto  flight 
But  I  the  voyce  of  singers  heare.  come  forward  let  vs  go  1075 

They  dauncinge  are,  &  worshipinge  a  calfe:  Alas  for  wo 
I  can  not  hould  but  hurle  these  tables  downe  for  very  anger 
&  them  in  peeces  breake :  I  will  go  beate  their  calfe  to  powder 
&  yt  in  water  put:  &  geue  yt  vnto  them  to  drynke 
Aaron  what  hath  this  people  done  to  thee,  that  thou  dost  wynke  io«o 
at  least,  or  geue  consent  vnto  this  their  so  heynous  synne? 

Aaron 

Let  not  my  lord  offended  bee,  for  they  haue  always  byn 
a  stubborne  people  as  thou  knowest,  &  euer  prone  to  wickednes 
&  caus'd  me  make  them  gods  to  go  before  them :  for  of  moyses 
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1086   (sayd  they)  we  know  not  what's  become,  nor  what's  vnto  hym 

chanced 
&  vnto  me1  their  earlets  brought,  were  of  this  calf  I  framed 

Moyses 

Yf  any  man  be  our  lords  let  hym  come  hither  &  ioyne  vnte  mee. 
Thus  the  lord  god  of  Israeli  sayth  to  you  the  sonnes  of  leui 
Put  euery  man  his  sword  vpon  his  thigh  wth  out  delay 
io»o  &  go  from  gate  to  gate  through  out  the  campe,  &  ech  man  slay 
his  brother  frende  &  neighbour  for  our  lord  hath  so  commanded 

Leuits 

we  ready  are  to  execute  all  that  we  are  inioyned 
Moyses  about  thre  thousand  men  by  vs  this  day  are  slayne 

Moyses 

You  consecrated  haue  yowr  hands  vnto  our  lord  ech  man 
1096  in  his  sonne  &  his  brother  that  a  blessinge  you  may  gett 
[fol.  90 »]  But  brethren  you  a  synne  haue  synned  that  ys  very  great. 
Fl  vp  vnto  our  lord  ascend,  to  see  yf  any  way 
I  can  hym  moue  this  sinfull  act  to  your  charge  not  to  lay. 
This  people  (lord)  a  heynous  synne  agaynst  thee  haue  committed 
1100  for  they  haue  made  vnto  them  selues  gods  y*  of  gold  were  framed. 
Eyther  this  trespasse  them  forgeue,  or  let  my  name  be  strycken 
yf  thou  forgeue  them  not,  out  of  the  booke  wch  thou  hast  written 

God 

Hym  will  I  stryke  out  of  my  booke  that  synned  hath  agaynst  mee. 
But  go  thou  &  this  people  lead  whither  as  before  I  told  thee. 
1106  Myne  Angell  shall  conduct  thee,  &  in  the  reuengeinge  day 
for  this  their  great  &  heinous  synne  Fl  them  seuerely  pay. 
Yet  ere  thou  go  two  tables  cutt  of  stone  lyke  to  the  former 
&  on  them  Fl  the  same  words  write,  that  I  writ  on  the  other, 
when  they  are  made,  vp  to  this  mount  ascend  &  bringe  them  wth  thee 

Moyses 

mo  Thankes  gratious  lord:  I  will  so  do.  Gome  you  all  alonge  wtb  mee 
Dominator  lord  god  mercifull,  who  much  compassion  takest, 
patient,  clement,  &  true,  who  mercy  vnto  thousands  shewest 
&  tak'st  away  our  wicked  facts,  our  synnes,  &  our  iniquitie 
&  no  man  of  hym  self  there  ys  that's  innocent  found  before  thee. 
ui6  Yf  I  haue  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  a  longe  still  wth  vs  go 

&  (though  stiffe  neck't  thys  people  be)  thy  mercy  to  them  show 
9  Interlined  above. 
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God 

Obserue  what  I  shall  thee  command,  &  I'l  cast  forth  the  Amorrheit 
before  thy  face,  &  t'Heueit,  chananeit,  Hetheit,  phereseit,  lebuseit. 
Beware  thou  ioyne  not  amity  wth  th'Inhabitance  of  that  region 
but  their  Altars  destroy,  their  statues  breake,  &  groues  cutt  downe.  nau 
Do  no  strange  gods  adore,  for  the  Lord's  ielious  of  his  honour. 
Trafficke  not  wth  them  lest  they  do  make  thee  a  fornicatour 
by  sacrificeinge  to  their  gods,  or  eatinge  of  thinges  imwoluted 
vnto  their  Idols,  when  they  haue  them  selues  the  same  adored. 
Take  not  wyues  of  their  daughters  for  yotir  sonnes  lest  to  Idolatr}^  nao 
by  their  allurements  &  example  intic'd  they  also  bee 
yt  ys  full  fourty  dayes  &  fourty  nights  since  thou  came  hither 
duringe  wch  tyme  thou  neyther  hast  eate  bread  nor  drunken  water 
The  words  now  of  the  couenant  write  wth  thee  made  &  wth  Israeli 
&  then  thou  shalt  descend  agayne  for  to  instruct  my  people.         nao 

Aaron 
What  meaneth  this?  See  moyses  face  seemes  horned  for  to  bee 

Soar  et  ceteri. 
We  are  afray'd  yt  to  behold,  or  for  to  come  hym  Nigh 

Moyses  [fol.  90bj 

Brethren  let's  go  vnto  the  campe,  &  there  shall  be  related 
by  me  to  you  all  that  god  in  the  mountayne  hath  commanded 

Mary 

Moyses  y  t's  no  iust  cause  that  thou  from  thy  wyues  bedd  be  seperated  1 1  as 
by  reason  of  thy  conference  wth  god :  for  hath  god  talked 
only  wth  the?  hath  he  not  also  talkt  wth  vs  in  lyke  maner? 

Aaron 
Yes  often  tymes,  wherefore  moyses  doth  wronge  to  his  wyfe  offer. 

God 

Moyses,  Aaron,  &  Mary  go  you  three  vnto  the  Tabernacle 
alone,  where  I  will  speake  wth  you  apart  from  all  the  people.         mo 
Aaron  &  Mary  heare  my  wordes,  yf  there  among'st  you  bee 
a  prophet  of  the  lord:  to  hym  in  vision  appeare  will  I, 
or  to  hym  speake  in  sleepe.  But  moyses  ys  not  such  a  one 
for  he's  the  faythfulst  seruant  in  my  house  wth  out  comparison 
wth  whom  I  more  familier  haue  bene  then  wth  any  other  1145 

for  wth  hym  mouth  to  mouth  I  speake,  &  playnly  do  confers 
&  not  in  ridles  nor  in  figures  the  Lord  god  doth  he  see 
why  therefore  from  my  seruant  to  detract  feared  not  yee 

tjefperia,  Hrqanjuiiqsveilje  4.  " 
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Aaron. 

Alas  my  sister  mary  ys  wth  Leprosy  infected 
HBO  behold  shee  ys  as  white  as  Snow,  &  wholly  therewtb  couered. 
Moyses  I  thee  besech  my  Lord  lay  not  on  vs  this  synne 
wch  foolishly  by  vs  agaynst  thee  hath  committed  byn. 
Let  not  this  woman  bee  as  yt  were  dead,  &  as  abortyue 
that's  cast  forth  of  the  mothers  wombe,  but  suffer  her  to  lyue, 
nB6  all  though  she  haue  offended  much.  Lo  now  I  do  see  playiily 
the  one  half  of  her  flesh  deuoured  for  to  be  wth  Leprosy 

Moyses 
Good  lord  f  the  beseech  to  make  her  whole  &  sound  agayne 

God 

Yf  in  her  face  her  father  spitt,  ought  not  she  to  remayne 
seauen  dayes  ashamed  at  the  least?  let  her  therefore  be  seperated 
nee  seauen  dayes  wth  out  the  campe,  then  back  agayne  she  shall  be  called 

Moyses 
Sister  be  gone,  &  till  seauen  dayes  be  past  come  not  agayne 

God 

Moyses  send  men  to  take  a  view  of  the  land  of  chanaan 
wch  to  the  Israelits  I'l  geue.  of  euery  tribe  send  one 

Moyses 

What  thou  hast  geuen  me  in  charge  shall  forth  wth  (lord)  be  done. 
[foi.Blaj  Samua,  Saphat,  Caleb,  Igal,  losue,  Phalti  Geddiel 

iie«  Gaddi,  Ammiel,  Sthur,  Nahabi,  Guel,  children  of  Israeli 
to  the  Land  of  chanaan  go  there  of  to  take  a  viewe 
&  when  you  shall  vnto  the  mountayns  come,  then  would  I  haue  you 
for  to  marke  well  what  the  land  ys,  whether  good,  or  bad,  &  whether 
1170  th'Inhabitants  be  stronge  or  weake,  &  few  or  many  in  number, 
what  maner  of  citties,  walled,  or  wth  out  walls?  what  the  ground  ys 
whether  yt  be  fatt  or  barren,  whether  full  of  wood,  or  wth  out  trees. 
Good  courage  haue,  &  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  land  bringe  hyther 

losue 
we  will,  &  now  we'l  take  our  leaue,  &  go  directly  thither 

Moyses 

H76  God  speede  you  well:  The  whyle  we  will  stay  in  the  Desert  pharan 
&  there  expect  your  safe  returne  from  the  land  of  chanaan 

chorus. 

Imagin  now  the  princes  to  chanaan  that  are  gone 
are  safly  there  aryu'd,  &  come  already  vnto  Hebron 
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where  as  the  sonnes  of  Enac  dwell,  Achman,  Sisol,  &  Tholmai 
from  whence  to  the  Torrent  of  Cluster  they  did  make  their  i«0 
iournay 

&  their  return e  of  the  whole  campe  wth  longinge  ys  expected 

to  learne  what  newes  they  bringe  for  most  part  of  them  are  afear'd 

lest  that  those  people  be  to  stronge  by  them  for  to  be  conquer'd 

So  litle  confidence  they  haue  in  god,  though  they  haue  seene        USB 

his  power  before ;  wch  euer  more  wth  them  hither  to  hath  beene 

but  what  the  certayiity  of  their  news  will  be  shall  appeare 

when  they  come  backe,  &  still  they  looke  of  their  returne  to  heare 

for  fourty  days  expyred  are  synce  they  went  to  that  country 

&  be  assur'd  longer  then  they  must  needes  they'l  not  there  tary.  n»o 

if  no  misfortune  them  befall,  as  I  hope  there  will  none 

for  they  are  not  knowne  to  be  spyes.  But  now  I  will  begone. 

Moyses 

Right  glad  I  am  you  are  return' d  all  saffly  backe  agayne 
good  newes  I  hope  you  do  vs  bringe  from  the  land  of  chanaan 

caleb. 

The  land  in  deede  most  fruitfull  ys,  &  flows  wth  mylke  &  \\ony      1195 
as  by  this  fruit  may  well  appeare  wch  here  we  thence  do  cary. 
Let's  go  &  yt  possesse,  for  wth  ease  we  may  yt  obtayne 

Samua 

No  th'ayre  vnholsome  ys,  &  deuours  all  that  there  remayne 
&  all  the  people  that  we  saw  are  toto  stronge  &  tall 
The  stocke  of  Enac  we  saw  there,  &  they  are  gyants  all.  1200 

And  Amelec  dwelleth  in  the  south.  In  the  mountaynes  the  Hetheite  [fol.  91  *>] 
The  lebuseite,  &  the  Amorrheit,  &  by  the  seasyde  chananeite. 
Their  citties  are  great,  &  wall'd  about:  &  when  we  were  compared 
to  Enacs  monstrous  sonnes  of  gyants  kynd,  Locusts  we  seemed. 

Saphat 

would  god  we  had  in  vEgipt  dyed :  &  would  god  we  might  dye      iao5 
in  this  vast  wildernes,  &  that  our  lord  would  not  vs  cary 
into  that  land,  lest  by  the  sword  we  fall,  &  haue  our  wyues 
&  children  slayne  before  our  eyes,  or  else  away  lead  captyues 

Igal 
ys  yt  not  better  into  Egipt  to  returne  agayne 

Phalti 

Much  better  sure,  let's  go  &  choose  vs  out  an  other  captayne.       1910 

6* 
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Moyses 
Alas  what  do  these  people  meane  thus  wilfull  for  to  bee? 

Aaron 
Their  peruerse  dealinge  greiues  me  to  the  heart:  for  wo  I  dye 

losue 
The  land  wch  we  haue  circuted  ys  very  good  &  fertile 

Yf  that l  propitious  our  lord  be,  as  I  do  hope  he'l  bee 
me  he'l  to  our  hands  a  land  deliuer  flowinge  wth  mylke  and  hony. 

Caleb 

Agaynst  our  lord  be  not  rebellious,  nor  this  same  people  feare 
for  as  bread  we  shall  them  deuour,  syth  all  theyr  ayd  I  heare 
ys  from  them  gone,  &  our  lord  ys  wth  vs,  &  will  be  still 

Geddiel  et  ceteri. 

iaao  Who  can  indure  their  words?  come,  come,  stone  them  to  death 
we  will 

God 

How  longe  will  this  same  people  me  detract,  &  not  beleeue  mee 
in  all  the  signes  that  I  haue  wrought  before  their  eyes  continually? 
for  this  their  stubbernes  I'l  them  consume,  &  stryke  wth  pestilence 
but  ouer  a  farre  stronger  nation  I'l  make  thee  a  prince. 

Moyses 
1996  Lord  lest  th'JEgiptians  (from  the  midst  where  of  thou  brought 

this  people) 

should  heare  that  thou  hast  them  destroy 'd,  &  say  thou  art  not  able 
to  bringe  them  to  the  land  of  promise,  as  thou  to  them  hast  sworn e 
but  kild  them  in  the  wildernes,  &  at  the  mocke  &  scorne, 
let  the  strength  of  our  Lord  (as  thou  did  sweare)  be  magnifyed 
1830  agaynst  thyne  enemyes,  &  mercy  vnto  thy  people  shewed 

by   pardoninge  of  their  synnes,  though  greiuously  they  haue 
offended 

God 

Accordinge  to  thy  worde  I  their  offenses  haue  remitted, 
lyue  I,  &  the  whole  earth  shall  filled  be  wth  the  lords  glory: 
But  yet  all  the  men  that  haue  wth  their  eyes  beheld  my  maiesty 
ins  &  seene  the  signes  wch  I  wth  in  the  desert,  &  Mgipt  did, 
&  haue  ten  tymes  now  tempted  me,  &  my  voyce  disobeyd 
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shall  not  the  land  see,  for  the  wch  I  to  their  fathers  sware.  [fol.  92  a] 

Only  caleb  &  losue,  who  obedient  seruants  are 

to  me,  will  I  bringe  to  thys  land,  &  theyr  seede  shall  possesse  yt 

All  the  rest  in  this  wildernes  shall  dye,  that  came  from  ^Egipt       1240 

And  their  children  shall  in  the  desert  wander  fourty  yeares: 

for  vpon  them  I  visit  will  th'offences  of  their  fathers. 

who  fourty  days  the  land  did  view.  A  yeare  shall  be  reputed 

euen  as  a  day.  But  when  their  fathers  bodyes  shall  be  consumed 

Their  litle  ones,  (of  whom  they  sayd  that  they  a  pray  should  bee  1245 

vnto  their  enemyes)  that  same  land,  wch  they  mislyke,  shall  see. 

for  1  will  bringe  them  thither,  &  by  me  they  shall  be  protected. 

Samua,  Saphat  et  ceteri. 
We  ready  are  to  go  vnto  that  land,  for  we  haue  synned 

Moyses 

Why  do  you  our  lords  word  transgresse  ?  yf  that  you  go,  you  shall 
(syth  our  Lord's  not  wth  you)  in  the  midst  of  your  enemies  fall      i25o 

Samua  et  ceteri. 
There  of  wee'l  triall  make,  for  to  go  thither  wee  mynded  are. 

Moyses 
So  will  not  wee,  but  to  the  campe,  where  gods  Arcke  ys  repayre. 

Chorus. 

The  princes  that  did  view  the  land  &  haue  from  god  detracted, 
agaynst  th'Amalecite,  &  the  chananeite  vp  the  mount  are  ascended 
wth  other  of  the  Israelite,  who  agaynst  moyses  had  1255 

vs'd  spitefull  wordes,  when  in  good  will  that  voyage  he  them 

for  bade. 

Knowinge  that  god  affirmed  had  that  they  should  neuer  see 
that  land:  &  yet  they  haue  aduentur'd  for  to  go  presumptously. 
when  as  before  god  bade  them  go  they  desperatly  refused. 
wc!l  opposition  lykly  ys  wth  death  to  be  rewarded  ia«o 

for  god  (though  patient  for  a  tyme)  will  punish  in  the  ende 
&  that  wth  great  seuerity  the  parties  that  offende. 
&  what  th'euent  here  of  will  bee,  (yf  you  but  shew  attention) 
shall  manifestly  appeare  before  jour  eyes:  so  I'l  be  gone. 
Now  haue  you  sene  what  the  reward  of  disobedience  ys  IMS 

by  th'Israelits,  who  easely  destroy'd  were  by  their  enemyes 
when  god  had  them  forsaken  &  his  helpinge  hand  wth  drew 
where  as  before  they  euer  more  their  enemyes  ouerthrew 
&  so  might  now  haue  also  done  yf  god  they  had  obeyed 
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1270  &  wth  losue  &  caleb  haue  into  chanaan  entred 
here  after  wfch  security  in  tyme  by  god  appoynted, 
&  haue  their  enemyes  ouerthrowne  beinge  by  god  protected. 
Yet  would  the  rest  not  warninge  take  by  this  their  seuere 

punishment 

for  chore  fell  wth  his  complices  to  schisme,  &  that  incontinent 
1975  agaynst  moyses  &  Aaron:  for  the  wch  they  &  their  wyues 

&  children  in '  the  sight  of  all  the  people  lost  their  lyues 
[fol.  92  bj  for  they  wth  all  their  substance  &  their  Tabernacles  fell 

into  the  earth  openinge  her  mouth,  &  suncke  downe  into  hell. 
Other  two  hundred  &  fifty  princes  also  for  incense  offeringe 
iaso  wth  fourteene  thousand  &  seauen  hundred  of  the  commons  mur- 

muringe 

in  the  behalf  of  the  seditions  wth  fyre  from  heauen  were 
consumed  all.  at  sight  where  of  the  rest  trembled  for  feare 
&  forward  went  into  the  desert  Sin,  where's  lack  of  water 
where  how  they  will  behaue  them  selues,  your  selues  shall  see 
hereafter 

Soar. 

1985  wee  wish  wth  all  our  hearts  that  we  before  our  lord  had  perished 
Why  out  of  Mgipt  brought  you  vs  to  haue  vs  here  destroyed 

Hesron 

This  desert  Sin  so  barren  ys  that  yt  ys  good  for  nothinge 
for  neyther  vynes,  pomegranets,  f iggs,  nor  corne  yt  will  forth  bringe 
&  besydes  that  there  ys  no  water  at  all  for  vs  to  drynke 
i99o  so  that  we  &  our  cattell  shall  be  starued  all  we  thinke. 

Moyses 

Lord  god  the  cry  of  this  thy  people  heare,  &  geue  them  water 
to  drynke,  that  beinge  satisfyed  there  wth  they  may  not  mutter. 

God 

Moyses  speake  to  this  rocke,  &  yt  shall  water  yield  forth  plenty 
that  all  the  multitude  may  drynke,  &  theyr  lyues  saued  bee. 

Moyses 

1996  Heare  yee  Rebellious  &  Incredulous  people,  can  we  forth  bringe 
water  of  this  hard  &  dry  rock? 

Aarfon]. 

Yt's  not  a  lykly  thinge. 
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Moys[es]. 

Yet  wth  my  rod  I'l  strike  the  rocke  as  god  hath  me  comanded 
Lo  water  gusheth  out.  now  drinke  there  of  till  you  be  satisfyed. 

God. 

Moyses  &  Aaron  syth  you  me  belieue  not,  vnder  stand 
that  you  shall  not  my  people  bringe  into  chanaan  land  180o 

wherefore  take  Aaron  &  his  sonne  Eleazar,  &  go 
vnto  the  mountayne  Hor,  where  thou  shalt  thus  vnto  them  do 
Aaron  of  his  vesture  vnvest:  &  when  thou  hast  so  done 
there  wth  thou  shalt  reuest  agayne  Eleazar  his  sonne 
for  Aaron  shall  be  gather 'd  to  his  people  there,  &  dye  1805 

Moyses 
Lord  11  be  gone,  &  all  thinges  do  euen  as  thou  doest  command  mee 

chorus. 

Now  mary  moyses  sister's  dead,  &  so's  Aaron  his  Brother 
for  whose  deaths  all  the  people  mourn'd  full  thirty  dayes  together 
since  wch  tyme  th'Israelits  haue  wth  the  chanits  incouritred 
&  at  first  got  the  worse:  But  afterward,  when  they  had  vowed     i8io 
to  kill  the  chananeit  kinge  of  Arad,  &  all  his  citties  spoyle 
yf  that  the  victory  they  gott,  they  l  put  them  to  the  foyle, 
&  forward  went:  but  by  the  way  agayne  the  people  muttered 
for  wch  wth  fyrye  serpents  sent  by  god,  many  were  deuoured. 
wch  them  inforced  to  confesse  their  synne,  &  to  desyre  [fol.lKJ»] 

moyses  to  pray  for  them  to  god  for  to  auert  his  yre  i8,6 

from  them.  wch  he  did,  &  god  bade  hym  make  a  brasen  serpent 
&  set  yt  for  a  signe,  that  they  that  bitten  were  incontinent 
might  looke  there  on,  &  so  be  cur'd,  as  many  of  them  were 
&  then  they  forward  went  agayne  from  Arad  all  together  i32<> 

&  camp't  them  selues  in  Arnon  wch  borders  vpon  the  Amorrheit 
where  god  almighty  for  them  fought,  euen  as  he  dyd  in  ^Egipt 
for  as  pharao  &  all  his  Army  were  in  the  redd  sea  drowned 
so  th'Amorrheits  by  the  rocks  that  fell  on  them  were  oppressed 
&  Sehon  their  kinge  slayne  in  battayle,  &  all  his  citties  taken        ,8B6 
where  th'Israelits  setled  them  selues,  when  they  the  land  had  gotten 
&  went  from  thence  agaynst  the  kinge  of  Basan  for  to  fight 
&  vanquis't  hym  as  before  he  vanquish't  had  the  Amorrheit 
&  did  possesse  his  land,  wch  made  the  moabits  sore  afeard 
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i!iao  themoreforthattheyoftheirmarchinge  toward  their  countryheard. 
&  Balac  kinge  of  Moab  did  send  for  Balaam  a  southsayer 
to  curse  the  Israelits  because  he  thought  them  to  be  stronger 
then  he  was  able  to  wth  stand,  yf  by  any  meanes  he  might 
dryue  them  out  of  his  land,  for  he  loath  wth  them  to  fight 

I***  for  he  conceiued  in  his  mynde,  &  fully  was  persuaded 

that  they  whom  he  blest  should  be  blest,  &  cursed  whom  he  cursed 
But  while  he  wth  his  false  gods  did  consult,  god  their  mouthes  shutt 
&  th'  answearehe  should  to  the  messengers  make,  in  his  mouth  putt 
forbiddinge  hym  to  go,  Or  to  curse  them  whom  he  had  blessed 

1840  &  so  wth  out  his  company  the  messengers  back  returned. 
wch  when  kinge  Balac  heard,  mo  &  more  noble  men  he  sent 
to  Balaam  for  to  bid  hym  come  alonge  wth  them  incontinent 
&  curse  the  Israelits,  &  well  he  should  rewarded  bee. 
But  Balaam's  answeare  was,  yf  Balac  would  bestowe  vpon  mee 

1345  his  house  full  of  syluer  &  gold,  I  can  not  gods  word  alter 

yet  yf  you'l  stay  I'l  once  more  see  what  god  will  to  me  answeare 
where  to  the  messengers  did  assent,  &  god  vnto  hym  sayd 
in  the  night  tyme:  aryse  &  go  wth  them,  as  they  the  bade 

1849  yet  so,  that  thou  shalt  nothinge  do,  but  as  I  shall  commande  thee 
&  there  vpon  Balaam  sadlinge 1  his  asse  went  in  their  company 
at  whom  god  angry  was,  &  made  his  Angel  for  to  stay 
agaynst  hym  wth  a  drawne  sword,  wch  made  th' Asse  g'out  of  ye  way 
whom  when  Balaam  had  beat,  &  made  for  to  returne  agayne 
into  the  beaten  way,  Th'Angell  before  hym  did  remayne, 

U65  &  stoode  in  the  strayts  of  two  walls,  whom  th'asse  espyinge  ioyned 
her  selfe  close  to  the  wall,  &  the  foote  of  the  ryder  brused. 
&  he  her  beat  agayne :  yet  neuer  the  lesse  the  Angel  standinge 
in  a  narrow  place,  where  on  the  right  or  left  hand  was  no  passinge 
[fol.93b]  the  asse  espyed  hym,  &  vnder  the  ryders  feete  shee  fell 

igeo  who  there  wth  angred  beat  her  syds  more  fiercely  wth  his  cudgel]. 
And  our  lord  openned  th'asses  mouth ,  who  spake ,  &  sayd  what 

haue  I 

vnto  thee  done?  what  makes  the  now  the  third  tyme  for  to  strike  mee? 
where  vnto  Balaam  answeare  made:  because  thou  me  abused. 
1  would  I  had  a  sword,  for  by  me  then  thou  should  be  killed. 

1865  Am  not  I  (quoth  the  asse)  thy  beast  where  on  thou  always  vsed 
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to  ryde  vntill  this  day?  &  euer  thus  haue  I  the  serued? 

Neuer  sayd  he.  &  forth  wth  our  lord  opened  Balaams  eyes 

&  he  th'Angell  in  the  way  wth  a  drawne  sword  standinge  spyes. 

&  hym  flatt  to  the  ground  adord.     To  whom  th'Angell  dyd  say: 

why  thrice  hast  thou  beaten  thy  asse?  I  came  because  thy  way 

peruerse  &  wicked  ys.  &  but  that  thy  asse  away  turned 

&  vnto  me  gaue  place,  I  had  slayne  thee,  &  shee  had  lyued. 

I  haue  (quoth  Balaam  syn'd  not  knowinge  that  thou  stoode  aga- 

ynst  mee 

&  I  will  backe  returne  yf  that  my  goinge  do  displease  thee. 
No  wth  these  men  go  th'Angell  sayd,  &  see  thou  nothinge  vtter 
but  what  by  the  way  of  command  I  shall  to  the  deliuer.1 
Then  Balaam  wth  the  Messengers  went,  wch  when  king  Balac  heard 
He  ask't  hym  wherefore  he  hys  iourney  had  so  long  differd. 
sayinge  was  yt  because  I  could  not  recompence  thy  cominge? 
To  whom  Balaam  reply ed:  Lo  here  I  am  can  I  say  any  thinge 
but  what  the  lord  put's  in  my  mouth?  Then  they  together  went 
&  when2  Balac  had  seauen  Altars  buylt,  Balaam  incontinent 
layd  holocausts  there  on,  &  sayd  as  our  Lord  hym  instructed 
at  that  same  tyme:  How  shall  I  curse  hym  whom  god  hath  not 

cursed? 

The  dust  of  lacob  who  ys  able  to  number  or  to  tell 
&  truly  come  to  know  the  number  of  the  stock  of  Israeli? 
My  soule  the  death  dy  of  the  iust:  &  my  last  ende  be  made 
lyke  vnto  them.  What  ys  this  that  thou  doe'st  then  Balac  sayd: 
1  sent  for  thee  to  curse  them,  but  yt  seemes  thou  hast  them  blessed. 
Can  I  sayd  Balaam  speake  ought  else,  but  what  the  lord  cow- 

mannded  ? 

Then  twice  more  Balac  vrged  <hym  agayne  to  curse  the  people. 
wch  he  refused  for  to  do:  &  sayd  he  was  not  able, 
because  he  was  by  god  forbidden :  &  playnly  then  he  prophecied 
of  Christ,  &  that  by  th'Israelits  those  lands  should  be  destroyed. 
wch  Balac  so  offended  that  he  bade  hym  get  hym  thence 
&  ney ther  would  hym  honour,  nor  make  hym  any  other  recompence 
Soone  after  this  the  Israelits  wth  Moabs  daughters  fornicated 
for  wch  on  gibbets  agaynst  the  sunne  god  bade  they  should  be 

hanged 

1  MS.  deluer. 

2  MS.  whern. 
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MOO  &  foure  &  twenty  thousand  did  their  lyues  loose  for  that  wickednes 
&  two  beinge  openly  naught  together  were  stabbed  through  by 

phinees 
[fol.94»J  Eleazars  sonne:  for  wch  our  lord  sayd  phinees  had  auerted 

from  th'lsraelits  his  wrath,  because  he  was  wth  his  zeale  moued, 
&  now  th'offenders  blood  ys  shed,  &  euery  one  ys  dead 
wfch  in  the  desert  wch  before  by  moyses  had  bene  numbred 

ties  as  god  hym  self  foresayd  they  should.  But  what  will  now  ensew 
here  after  shall  appeare,  when  I  am  gone :  &  so  adew 

God 

Moyses  into  the  mountayne  Abarim  go  thence  to  behold 
the  land  of  promise,  into  the  wch  (as  I  haue  thee  foretold) 
the  Israelits  thou  shalt  not  bringe,  because  thou  was  incredulous 

1410  at  the  water  of  contradiction,  though  the  signes  were  as  merveylous 
wch  thou  had  seene  me  worke  before.  But  when  thou  hast  yt  seene 
thou  shalt  be  gathered  to  thy  people  euen  as  Aaron  hath  bene 

Moyses 

Lord  then  prouide  a  man  ouer  this  multitude  to  bee 
&  bringe  them  in  &  out,  &  go  before  them  when  I  dye 

.  i4i6  lest  the  people  of  owrlord  should  bee  as  sheepe  wth  out  a  sheepheard 

God 

Moyses  thy  suite  allready  graunted  ys,  &  prayer  hearde 
On  losue,  in  whom  the  spirit  ys,  lay  thou  thy  hande 
whyle  he  before  Eleazar,  &  multitude  doth  stande: 
&  in  all  theyr  sights  geue  hym  precepts  &  part  of  thy  glory 

1490  yfc  the  Sinagogue  of  th'lsraelits  may  subiect  to  hym  bee. 
for  hym  Eleazar  the  priest  (when  any  thinge's  to  be  done) 
shall  god  consult:  &  at  his  word  he  &  the  rest  ech  one 
shall  both  go  in  &  out,  as  vnder  thee  they  haue  bene  vsed 

Moyses 
Lord  I'l  be  gone,  &  all  things  do  that  thou  hast  me  inioyned 

MSB  A  hundred  twenty  yeares  of  age  Brethren  I  am  this  day 
&  out  &  in  before  you  now  no  longer  go  I  may 
especially  syth  our  lord  sayd  I  should  not  passe  this  Jordan 
meaninge  I  should  not  exercyse  the  office  of  a  captayne. 
But  this  same  losue  in  my  place  shall  passe  ouer  before  thee 

i4ao  &  in  yowr  sight  these  nations  shall  destroy 'd  by  our  lord  bee. 
&  you  shall  them  possesse.     wherefore  see  you  neyther  feare 
nor  tremble 
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at  sight  of  them,  for  god  will  you  assist  agaynst  thys  people. 
But  yet  before  I  do  you  leaue,  I'l  explicate  the  law 
wch  in  mount  Sinai  geuen  was  as  you  both  heard  &  saw 
&  there  vnto  add  diuers  thinges,  that  were  not  then  expressed     i  *86 
&  gods  especiall  benefits  recite  on  you  bestowed 
&  you  in  mynde  put  of  your  murmurings  &  incredulity 
&  punishments  for  the  same,  that  in  offendinge  you  may  bee 
more  wary  in  the  tyme  to  come.  Lastly  I  will  declare 
the  blessings  that  god  will  bestow  on  them  that  carefull  are  1440 

in  keepeinge  &  obseruinge  of  his  precepts  &  commaundments.       [fol.  94  *>] 
&  agaynst  them  that  breake  the  same  his  seuere  threats  &  punish 
ments 
wherefore  obserue  my  words,  wch  our  lord  by  my  mouth  commands 

you 

when  thou  vnto  the  lord  thy  god  hast  sworne  or  made  a  vow 
frustrate  make  not  thy  word,  nor  slackly  do  the  same  fulfill  i446 

for  the  same  at  thy  hands  require  be  sure  our  lord  god  will. 
And  yf  thou  breake  thy  vow,  he'l  yt  repute  to  thee  as  synne. 
In  not  promisinge  there's  no  offence:  but  yf  thy  word  haue  byn 
wth  out  thy  lipps,  thou  shalt  obserue,  &  do  what  thou  hast  promised 
&  spoken  wth  thy  proper  will,  &  from  thy  mouth  deliuered.  i*5o 

For  vsery  thou  shalt  not  lend  vnto  thy  brother  money 
but  thou  may  put  thy  money  out  for  gayne  vnto  thyne  enemy. 
Deny  not  the  hyer  of  the  pore,  but  see  that  the  same  day 
that  he  hath  done  his  worke,  his  wages  thou  vnto  hym  pay. 1 
before  the  sunne  be  sett:  for  there  there  wth  his  lyfe  ys  preserued  1*55 
lest  he  cry  out  vnto  our  lord,  &  thou  for  yt  be  punished 
Both  iust  &  true  let  thy  weights  be:  &  haue  not  in  thy  purse 
a  lesser  &  a  greatter:  nor  two  bushells  in  thy  house, 
a  greater  where  wth  for  to  measure  the  corne  wch  thou  shalt  buy 
&  lesser  for  the  corne  thou  sells,  but  let  them  equall  bee.  i*eo 

Agaynst  none  shall  one  witnesse  serue  for  any  kynd  of  wickednes 
but  euery  word  shall  stand  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses 
Yf  that  the  iudgment  thou  perceiue  doubtfull  &  hard  to  bee 
twixt  bloud  &  bloud,  &  cause  &  cause,  &  leprosy  &  leprosy 
&  thou  see  that  the  Judges  words  wth  in  thy  gates  do  vary  u«* 

Aryse  &  go  vp  to  the  place  chosen  by  god  almighty 
&  to  the  priests  of  the  Leuiticall  stock  go,  &  vnto 

1  The  scribe  first  wrote  v,  1456  following  v.  1454  and  then  deleted  it. 


92  Stonyhurst  Pageants. 

the  Judge  that  shall  be  at  that  tyme,  &  aske  them  what  to  do 
who  shall  shew  &  declare  vnto  thee  the  truth  of  the  iudgments. 

1470  And  thou  shalt  do  what  s'euer  they  that  of  the  place  are  presidents 
wch  our  lord  god  hath  chosen  shall  vnto  thee  say  &  teach  thee 
accordinge  to  his  law,  &  thou  his  sentence  shalt  obey 
&  neyther  to  the  right  hand  nor  the  lefte  thou  shalt  decline. 
And  he  that  shall  be  proud,  &  at  the  priests  iudgment  repyne 

1476  that  ministreth  then  vnto  our  lord  thy  god,  by  the  decree 

&  sentence  of  the  Judge  agaynst  hym  geuen,  that  man  shall  dye 
&  in  so  doinge  the  euill  thou  shalt  take  away  from  Israeli 
wch  heard,  the  people  will  feare,  &  in  pryde  none  after  swell. 
When  you  haue  lordan  past,  &  the  land  of  chanaan  entred 

i48o  see  that  th'Inhabitants  of  that  land  by  you  be  all  destroyed. 
Their  Titles  breake,  statues  in  fitters  burst,  waist  their  Excelses, 
&  dense  the  land,  that  there  in  dwell  you  may,  &  yt  possesse. 
fol.  95  »]  But  yf  you  kill  them  not,  The  remayne  shall  be  to  your  eyes 

as  yt  were  Nayles ,  speares  in  your  sydes,  &  your  most  deadly 
enemyes. 

i486  Feare  not  but  to  remembrance  call  what  god  hath  done  to  pharao 
&  the  ^Egiptians  ere  he  would  permitt  you  thence  to  go. 
what  grievous  plagues  he  layd  on  them,  &  how  he  you  protected 
&  in  a  stronge  hand  brought  you  thence,  &  his  whole  army  drowned. 
Thinke  on  how  god  did  fourty  yeares  in  wildernesse  afflict  thee 

1490  triall  to  make  yf  vnto  hym  thou  would  obedient  bee 
&  all  that  while  to  thee  he  manna  for  to  eate  did  geue 
to  make  thee  know  that  in  bread  only  a  man  doth  not  lyue 
but  lyues  in  euery  word  that  from  the  mouth  of  god  proceedeth. 
And  the  rayment  wch  thou  this  fourty  yeares  hast  worne,  yet  lasteth. 

1495  All  wch,  &  much  more  god  hath  done  for  thee  that  thou  might  know 
hys  loue  to  thee,  &  feare  hym  also  yf  thou  breake  hys  law. 
Wherefore  his  precepts  keepe,  &  to  his  voyce  attentyue  bee, 
&  higher  then  all  nations  on  the  earth  our  lord  will  make  thee. 
for  he  will  thy  protector  be,  thy  buckler,  &  thy  shielde 

1500  &  blest  thou  shall  be  in  the  citty,  &  blessed  in  the  fielde. 
&  blessed  in  thy  cattel,  heards,  .&  sheepe  thou  shalt  be  found 
blest  shall  the  fruit  be  of  thy  wombe,  &  the  fruite  of  thy  ground 
blest  in  thy  barnes,  &  thy  remaynes,  &  in  thy  goinge  out 
&  cominge  in,  &  blest  in  euery  thinge  thou  goes  about. 

1506  Our  Lord  will  make  thyne  enemyes  that  do  ryse  vp  agaynst  thee 
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to  fall  downe  in  thy  sight,  &  make  thee  go  away  wth  victory. 
One  way  they  shall  agaynst  thee  come,  but  seauen  ways  shunne 

thy  face. 

These  blessings  shall  vpon  the  light,  yf  thou  do  what  god  sayes, 
&  keepe  his  lawe"s,  &  neyther  go  on  the  right  nor  left  hand. 
But  yf  thou  wilt  not  heare  his  voyce,  nor  be  at  his  command         i6i0 
Curst  shall  thou  be  both  in  the  citty,  fieldes,  &  in  thy  barnes 
&  in  thy  cattell,  heards,  &  sheepe,  &  in  all  thy  remaynes. 
The  heauen  in  due  seasen  shall  not  to  thy  hand  yield  rayne. 
And  where  as  thou  art  head,  thou  shalt  become  the  tayle  agayne 
Wth  pouerty  thou  shalt  be  pincht,  wth  famyne  &  wth  hunger.         1515 
Wth  sicknesses  god  will  the  visit,  as  pestilence  &  feuer. 
Wth  frisinge  could,  &  scorchinge  heate  thou  shalt  consumed  bee. 
A  corrupt  ayre,  &  blastinge  wynde  shall  euer  more  molest  thee. 
The  heauen  that  ys  ouer  thee  shall  be  of  brasse,  The  ground 
where  on  thou  treadst,  of  yron.  On  th'earth  for  rayne  dust  shal  1520 

be  found 

One  way  agaynst  thy  enemyes  thou  shalt  go  forth,  but  flye 
seauen  wayes  before  their  face  vntill  that  thou  dispersed  be 
throughout  all  kingdomes  of  the  earth.  Thy  carkas  shal  be  meate 
for  foules  &  beastes,  &  no  man  shall  prohibit  them  to  eate. 
wth  Boyles,  &  scabs,  &  Itch  thy  nether  parts  shall  festered  bee      [fol.  95  b] 
&  thy  mynd  shall  possessed  be,  wth  madnes,  blyndnes,  fury.          isae 
So  that  thou  shalt  grope  at  midday  as  blind  men  are  accustomed 
&  thou  shalt  euer  wronge  sustayne,  &  by  none  be  releeued. 
wth  the  wyfe  that  thou  maryed  hast  an  other  man  shall  lye 
&  an  other  shall  in  thy  house  dwell,  that  buylded  was  by  thee.      IBSO 
Thou  shalt  a  vinyard  plant,  &  not  the  vintage  there  of  take 
Thy  goods  shall  in  thy  sight  be  taken,  &  thou  no  rescue  make. 
Now  brethren  I  both  heauen  &  earth  do  call  this  day  for  witnesse 
that  I  haue  sett  before  you  lyfe  &  death,  blessings  &  curses 
choose  therefore  lyfe  that  thou  may  lyue,  &  thy  seede  y*   comes  1535 

after  the 
&  gods  commandments  keepe,  wch  by  gods  grace  thou  mayst  do 

easely 

&  thou  the  foresayd  blessings  shall  inioy.     But  yf  thou  will 
not  heare  the '  voyce  of  thy  lord  god,  nor  his  precepts  fulfill 


1  Ms.  corrected  from  this. 
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these  curses  shall  vpon  thee  light  that  I  haue  here  recited 
iB4o  Wherefore  choose  wch  of  them  thou  list,  cursed  to  be,  or  blessed 
But  yf  you  will  my  counsell  take  do  not  your  lord  god  anger 
but  when  that  good  &  bade's  before  you  set,  the  good  choose 

rather 

&  god  will  the  assist,  &  euer  thy  conductor  bee. 
&  losue  in  my  place  appoynted l  hath  to  go  before  thee. 
1546  losue  a  good  heart  haue,  be  stronge,  &  courage  to  thee  take 
for  god  will  thee  captayne  &  guyd  of  this  his  people  make 
to  bringe  them  to  the  land  of  promise,  &  thou  shalt  yt  diuide 
by  lot  amongst  them :  &  our  lord  hym  self  will  be  thy  guyde. 
He  will  not  thee  forsake  nor  leaue,  wherefore  be  not  afrayd 

1660  but  willinge  be  to  vndertake  this  charge  as  god  thee  bade. 
And  now  on  the  as  god  charg'd  me,  I  do  impose  my  hand 
whyle  thou  before  Eleazar,  &  multitude  dost  stande : 

&  here  in  all  their  sights  on  thee  bestow  part  of  my  glory 
that  the  whole  synagogue  of  this  people  may  be  subiect  to  thee. 
1666  for  thee  Eleazar  the  priest,  (when  any  thinges  to  be  done) 
shall  god  consult:  &  at  his  word  thou  &  the  rest  ech  one 
shall  both  go  in  &  out,  as  vnder  me  they  were  accustomed. 

losue 
Obediently  I'l  vndertake  all  that  our  lord  commanded. 

Moyses 

Then  let's  be  gone,  for  I  know  not  when  that  our  lord  will  take  mee 
out  of  this  world,  but  as  I  thinke  myne  end  will  now  be  shortly 
[fol.96a]  losue 

1661  Now  hath  our  lord  to  Moyses  shew'd  all  the  land  of  chanaan 
all  Nephthali,  luda  &  Galiad  as  farre  as  Dan 

wth  Ephraim  &  Manasses,  &  the  rest.  wch  when  he  had 
playnly  seene  wth  his  eyes,  our  lord  god  thus  vnto  hym  sayd 

1666  This  is  the  land  wch  I  to  Abraham,  &  his  seede  promised 
but  vnto  yt  thou  shalt  not  go,  as  vnto  thee  I  signify ed 
at  the  water  of  contradiction.  Since  as  God  did  command 
Moyses  the  seruant  of  our  lord  ys  dead  in  Moab  land 
&  agaynst  phogor  in  a  valley  god  dyd  his  body  lay 

iB7o  &  none  his2  sepulcher  haue  knowne  vntill  this  present  day: 


1  MS.  appoyted. 

-  MS.  corrected  from  this. 


The  9  pagean  of  losue. 


95 


&  in  his  place  I  must  succede,  &  to  chanaan  land 

the  Israelits  conduct :  to  whom  I'l  go  now  out  of  hand. 

Chorus. 

Moyses  one  hundred  twenty  yeares  old  was  when  that  he  dyed 
&  neyther  were  his  eyes  dyme,  nor  any  of  his  teeth  decayed. 
wth  the  place  of  his  buriall  only  th' Angels  were  acquainted 
whose  ministery  god  vs'd  there  in,  lest  lewes  should  hym  haue 

honoured 

as  god  hym  self,  yf  they  had  knowne,  beinge  rone  vnto  Idolatry. 
&  the  A&ys  that  the  Israelits  did  mourne  for  hym,  were  thirty. 
&  there  arose  no  more  a  prophet  in  Israel  lyke  te  moyses 
who  had  our  lord  seene  face  to  face,  &  had  so  good  successe 
in  all  the  thinges  he  tooke  in  hand,  &  wrought  so  many  wonders 
&  signes  wtb  in  the  land  of  ^Egipt,  &  scap't  so  many  daungers, 
as  Moyses  did.  &  now  this  charge  to  losue  ys  committed 
where  in  what  successe  he  shall  haue  in  tyme  will  be  discouered. 
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!  discouerers  of  lericho. 


God 

losue 

pedro  a  Rubenite 

Roncus  a  Gaddit 

lair  one  of  Manases  stocke. 

Grizo 

Sopar 

Kinge  of  lerico 

Drusus  a  nobleman  of  lerico. 

Kinge  of  Chanaan 

Kinge  of  the  Amorheits 

Angelus. 

Raab  a  harlot  of  lericho 

Dipsas  a  discouerer  of  Hai 


Achan  one  of  the  tribe  of 

luda. 

Gildas  a  prince  of  Israel. 
Gorgias  one  of  Gabaon 
princes  of  Israeli 
Gabionites 
Andonisedec  Kinke  of 

Hierusalem. 

Oham  Kinge  of  Hebron 
Pharan  Kinge  of  lerimoth. 
Taphia  Kinge  of  Lachis 
Dabir  Kinge  of  Eglon 
Nuncius 
Populws  Israel. 


God. 

losue)  Moyses  my  seruant's  dead:  Aryse  passe  ouer  lordan 
&  go  wth  all  the  Israelits  wth  thee  vnto  Chanaan : 
for  euery  place  where  on  your  foote  shall  tread,  shall  be  deliuered 


96  Stonyhurst  Pageants. 

to  you,  as  to  my  seruant  moyses  here  to  fore  I  promysed. 
B  you  to  resist  while  thy  lyf e  lasts,  no  man  shall  able  bee : 
for  as  wth  Moyses  I  haue  bene,  so  will  I  bee  wth  thee. 
Take  courage  therefore  &  be  stronge,  for  thou  chaiiaan  land 
by  lott  shall  to  the  Israelits  diuide.  What  I  command 
therefore  obserue,  &  neyther  on  the  right  nor  lefte  hand  go, 
10  that  thou  may  vnderstand  all  the  thinges  that  thou  hast  to  do. 
Let  not  volume  of  the  law  part  from  thy  mouth,  but  day  &  night 
meditate  there  in,  that  thou  mayst  do  all  thinges  contayned  in  yt. 
I  say  take  courage  &  be  stronge  (losue)  &  nothinge  feare 
for  Fl  be  wth  thee  in  all  things l  thou  goes  about,  what  s'euer. 

losue. 
is  Princes  passe  through  midst  of  the  campe,  &  to  the  people  sajT: 

for  your  selues  victualls  ready  make,  for  after  the  third  day 
[fol.  97  b]  Ouer  the  Riuer  lordan  you  shall  passe,  &  after  go 

for  to  possesse  the  land,  wch  our  lord  will  on  you  bestow. 
You  Rubenits,  &  Gaddits,  &  you  half  tribe  of  manasses 
20  remember  the  commandment  that  was  geuen  you  by  moyses: 
to  wit,  that  you  should  leaue  your  wyues,  your  children  &  your 

cattell 

in  the  townes  beyond  lordan,  &  such  of  you  as  are  able 
to  fight,  should  well  appoynted  go  wth  the  rest  of  your  brethren 
them  to  assist  till  our  lord  haue  rest  to  them  also  geuen, 
«6  &  they  possesse  the  land,  wch  our  lord  will  to  them  deliuer. 
&  then  you  may  returne  agayne  to  your  wyues  &  your  childer 

Pedro. 
What  thou  commands  we'l  do,  &  go  whither  thou  dost  send  vs 

willingly 

&  as  to  moyses  so  to  thee  we  will  obedient  bee. 
Only  be  our  lord  thy  god  wth  thee,  as  he  was  wth  Moyses 
>o  &  let  them  dye  that  thee  gayne  say,  or  any  way  do  displease. 

losue. 

Then  let's  returne,  &  ready  make  all  thinges  that  we  may  go, 
when  the  discouerers  come  agayne  that  we  sent  vnto  Tericho. 
the  land  &  citty  to  discouer  who  hourly  are  expected. 

Pedro,  Roncus,  lair 
We  ready  are  for  to  performe  all  that  we  are  commanded. 
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Grizo. 

A  perfect  view  both  of  this  land  &  citty  we  haue  taken  35 

&  wth  a  terrible  feare  th'Inhabitants  there  of  are  strycken 
so  that  they  may  be  ouercome  wth  ease,  &  quickly  conquerd 
for  sooner  will  the  souldiers  flye  then  fight  that  are  faynt  hearted. 
But  (as  yt  seemes,  though  secretly  we  went)  we  are  suspected 
for  to  be  spyes,  wherefore  in  Raabs  house  (who  ys  reported          40 
to  be  a  harlot)  wee  will  lodge  this  night,  yf  she  will  let  vif, 
for  her  house  ys  a  place  of  much  resort,  &  least  suspicious. 

Sopar 

Yowr  counsel's  good,  &  here's  her  house,  forth  wth  in  lett  vs  go 
for  after  vs  there  is  pursute  made  by  the  Kinge  of  lericho. 

Kinge  of  lericho. 

I  heare  some  men  are  hither  come  from  the  children  of  Israeli       45 
to  spye  our  land:  where  we  may  fynd  them  out  can  you  not  tell? 

Lord  Drusus. 

To  Raabs  house  late  yester  night  they  went,  (as  yts  reported) 
wherefore  my  Liege  yt's  not  amisse  yf  that  her  house  be  searched 

Kinge  of  lericho  [fol.  98  a] 

Yowr  counsel's  good:  wth  out  delay  be  gone  thither  &  so  doe 

Raab. 

Alas  my  frendes  here  are  men  cominge  to  search  my  house  for  you  6o 
vp  to  the  roofe  of  the  house  clymbe,  where  you  shall  couered  bee 
wth  this  same  stalk  of  fluxe,  syth  tyme  afords  no  other  remedy. 

Lord  Drusus. 
Ho,  who's  wth  in?  The  dore  vnbolt,  or  downe  yt  shall  be  broken 

Raab. 
there's  no  such  neede  (my  Lord)  for  loe  yt  ys  already  open. 

Lord  Drusus. 

Raab)  what  strangers  are  wth  in  thy  house?  fili 

Raab. 

My  lord  not  any. 
Lord  Drusus. 
yf  yt  so  proue  yt's  well.  But  I  will  search  the  truth  to  try 

Raab. 
So  do  my  Lord  wth  all  my  heart. 

Drus[us]. 

Here's  none  that  I  can  fynde. 
yet  must  thou  go  vnto  the  kinge  wth  me  to  know  his  mynde. 

fjejperia,  (ErgSnsuiigsreitye  4.  < 
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Kinge  of  lericho. 

Raab  where  are  the  men  that  came  to  the  late  yester  night, 
who  entred  are1  into  this  land  as  spyes  for  to  discouer  yt? 

Raab. 

6i  Two  came  I  do  confesse  (but  whence  or  what  were  I  knew  not) 
&  when  the  gate  was  shuttinge,  in  the  darke  agayne  went  out. 
whyther  ys  vnknowne  to  mee.  yf  after  them  you  pursute  make 
wth  out«delay,  vndoubtedly  you  may  them  ouertake 

Kinge  of  lericho. 

ee  Lord  Drusus  follow  them  wth  speede  towards  the  ford  of  Jordan 
&  yf  you  catch  them,  back  to  me  let  them  be  brought  agayne. 
that  I  may  hange  them  vp  the  one  of  them  agaynst  the  other 
ere  they  the  secrets  of  our  Land  to  th'  Israelits  discouer. 
for  we  of  them  are  sore  afeard,  as  you  (my  lord)  do  know 

Lord  Drusus. 
70  Yt's  true  my  liege,  wherefore  wth  speede  I  after  them  will  go. 

Kinge  of  lericho. 
So  do  &  to  my  palace  I'l  returne,  &  there  expect  you. 

Raab. 

Now  they  are  gone,  The  gates  I'l  shutt  agayne  &  lock  them  too. 
Here  now  my  f rends  what  cheare  wth  you?  come  downe  for  they 

are  gone 

that  sough[t]  your  lyues.  I  know  the  lord  will  geue  to  you  possession 
76  of  this  same  land,  for  vpon  vs  your  terrour  fallen  ys 
&  vpon  all  th'  Inhabitants  of  our  land  &  cittyes  lykewyse. 
we  haue  heard  also  that  the  lord  dryed  vp  the  red  sea  water 
at  your  entringe  into  yt,  &  drown'd  Pharao  there  in,  after, 
[f ol.  98  b]  &  wee  know  what  to  the  two  kinges  of  th'  Amorrheits  you  haue  done 
80  to  wit  Og  kinge  of  Basan,  &  Sehon  the  kinge  of  Hesebon, 

whom  you  slue:  &  heareinge  these  thinges,  exceedingly  we  feared 
&  at  your  cominge  to  this  land  no  spirit  in  vs  remajmed. 
for  your  lord  god's  the  god  in  heauen  aboue,  &  earth  be  low. 
sweare  therefore  to  me  by  the  Lord  that  you  will  mercy  show 
••  vnto  my  fathers  house,  euen  as  I  haue  to  you  shew'd  mercy 
&  vnto  me  a  true  signe  geue  that  you  will  both  deliuer  mee, 
my  parents,  Brethren,  sisters,  &  all  things  that  they  possesse 
from  death. 
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Grizo. 

Betray  vs  not,  &  then  let's  dye  yf  we  be  mercilesse. 
to  thee,  who  now  such  mercy  shewes  to  vs  in  our  great  perill 

Raab 

Downe  by  a  chord  out'of  this  window  then  let  you  I  will.  90 

Now  vp  the  mountaynes  go,  lest  perhaps  they  meete  you l  returninge 
&  there  lye  hyd  three  dayes,  &  then  you  may  homeward  be  goinge 

Sopar 

Wee  shall  be  quit  from  this  same  oath  where  wth  thou  hast  vs  bound 
yf  that  when  we  enter  this  land  this  purple  chord  be  found 
tyed  in  the  window  for  a  signe,  where  thou  hast  lett  us  downe      UB 
&  in  thy  house  thy  parents  bee,  children,  &  kynne  ech  one 
hys  blood  be  on  our  heades  that  shall  be  toucht,  &  ys  wth  in  yt. 
But  on  his  that's  not  in  thy  house,  &  we  of  this  oath  quitt. 
But  yf  thou  vs  betray,  &  this  our  talke  abroad  do  vtter 
from  this  oath  we'lbe  free,  where  wth  thou  hast  vs  bound,  here  after  100 

Raab. 

As  you  haue  sayd,  so  let  yt  bee :  &  so  my  f rendes  adew 
Now  will  I  hange  this  purple  cord  for  a  signe  in  the  window 
&  fetch  vnto  my  house  my  parents,  children,  &  my  kynne 
that  all  our  lyues  may  saued  bee,  as  I  haue  warned  byn 

Lord  Drusus. 

we  haue  sought  for  these  spyes  ech  way,  but  of  them  can  not  heare  100 
wct  Y\  go  tell  vnto 2  the  kinge  whom  I  lefte  in  greate  feare. 

Grizo. 

Now  from  the  mountayne  let's  descend,  for  they  that  vs  pursewed 
return'd  are)  &  to  losue  tell  all  that  to  vs  hath  happened 
&  here  we  meete  hym  in  good  tyme.   my  lord  be  of  good  cheare 
for  god  hath  geuen  vs  this  land,  &  strycken  them  wth  feare  no 

losue 

from  Setim  then  we  will  depart  towards  the  ryuer  Jordan, 
&  when  three  dayes  are  past  the  Heraulds  shall  make  proclamation 
in  thee  midst  of  the  campe :  when  th'Arke  of  couenant  you  shall  see 
of  our  lord  yowr  god,  &  the  priests  of  Leuies  stocke  yt  cary, 
Ryse  you  vp  then,  &  follow  them  that  goinge  are  before.  n6 

And  betwixt  you  &  th'Arke  there  shall  the  space  be  euer  more 
euen  of  two  thousand  cubits,  that  afarre  of  in  your  sight  [fol.  99  a] 
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yt  may  be,  &  you  know  wch  way  to  go  by  followinge  of  yt. 
because  you  haue  not  walkt  there  wth  before:  &  carefull  bee 
120  that  you  do  not  approch  vnto  the  Arke,  nor  come  yt  nigh. 

In  the  meane  while  be  sanctifyed,  for  merveylous  thinges  god  will 
amongst  you  do,  yf  you  his  lawes  &  his  *  precepts  do  fulfill 

Populus  Israel. 
We  ready  are  for  to  accomplish  all  that  you  haue  sayd 

losue 
Then  let's  be  gone,  for  yt's  high  tyme  all  thinges  were  ready  made 

God 
las  losue)  this  day  I  will  begin  t'exalt  the  before  Israeli 

that  they  may  know  here  after  that  I'l  bee  wth  thee  as  well 
as  I  in  former  tyme  wth  Moyses  was,  wherefore  command 
the  priestes  that  cary  the  Arke,  when  they  in  lordan  come,  to  stand 
still  in  the  ryuer. 

Ios[ue]. 

Brethren  in  thys  you  shall  know  that  our  Lord 
130  the  liuinge  god  among'st  you  ys,  &  of  hys  owne  accord 

will  in  yowr  sight  destroy  the  chananeit,  Hetheit,  &  the  gergeseight 
to  gether  wth  the  Phereseit,  Heveit,  lebuseit,  &  the  Amorrheit a. 
when  the  priests  that  cary  our  Lords  Arke  shah1  sett  their  feete  in 

lordan 

The  water  that's  beneath  shall  runne  away:  &  that  wch  ran 
186  aboue  shall  stand  vpon  a  head  together  (Though  at  this  tyme 
beinge  haruest  lordan  hath  his  channell  fil'd  vp  to  the  bryme) 
&  all  the  people  shall  passe  through  dryfoote.  &  that  beinge  done 
One  man  of  euery  tribe  shall  on  his  shoulder  take  a  stone 
out  of  the  chanell  that  yt  may  be  a  signe  to  you  here  after 
140  that  when  your  children  say:  what  meane  these  stones?  you  may 

make  answeare 

Waters  of  lordan  dryed  were  when  our  Lords  Arke  of  couenant 
passed  the  same,  &  these  stones  were  for  aye  sett  for  a  monument. 
And  as  these  shah1  be  sett  where  you  shall  campe  on  the  dry  land, 
So  other  twelue  in  lordan  I  will  place,  &  they  shah1  stand 
146  in  the  midst  of  the  chanell  where  the  priests  stood  that  th'Arke 

caried. 
And  so  soone  as  the  priests  on  the  dry  land  agayne  are  entred 
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returne  into  yt  wonted  chanell  the  water  shall  agayne 
&  runne  the  self  same  course  &  way  as  formerly  yt  ranne 

Populus  Israeli 
We  vnderstand  you  well,  &  do  beleeue  all  that  you  sayd 

losue. 
Then  let's  begon  that  execution  of  our  designe  were  made  i60 

Kinge  of  chanaan. 

Renowned  kinge  of  th'Amorrheits  ys  yt  true  that  is  reported 
that  lordans  streames  were  dryed  vp  while  th'Israelits  through 
passed 

King  of  Amorrheits 

Most  true  mighty  kinge  of  chanaan,  where  on  to  thinke  I  quake 
&  sore  afrayd  th'  Inhabitants  of  my  land  this  newes  doth  make. 

Kinge  of  chanaan  [fol.  99 b] 

And  my  hearte  fayleth  me:  &  no  spirit  in  me  doth  remayne  IBS 

feareinge  they'l  come  into  my  land:  for  then  we  shall  be  slayne. 
what  shall  we  do?  whither  shall  we  go?  what's  our  best  course 

to  take? 

to  stay  yt's  death :  &  vtter  shame  our  countries  to  forsake. 
By  my *  aduise  lett  vs  retyre  agayne  into  our  countreis,  ieo 

&  there  remayne  vntill  we  be  assaulted  by  our  enemyes. 
&  in  the  meane  while  take  aduise,  what  then  ys  to  be  done 

Kinge  of  Amorrheits 
Yowr  counsell's  good:  Let's  follow  yt,  &  forth  wth  hence  be  gone 

God. 

losue)  make  knyues  of  stones,  &  there  wth  circuncise  the  children 
of  Israel  the  second  tyme. 

Ios[ue]. 

I'l  do  as  I  am  bidden. 

for  all  the  fightinge  men  I  know  that  circumcised  were  lea    , 

are  in  the  desert  dead,  because  our  lord  they  would  not  heare. 
But  these  that  were  borne  in  the  desert  duringe  the  fourty  yeares 
they  trauelled  in  the  wildernes,  &  now  succeede  their  fathers, 
neuer  as  yet  were  circumcis'd,  wherefore  as  god  commanded 
I'l  go,  &  circumcise  them  all  when  knyues  I  haue  prouided  170 

Now  are  the  people  circumcis'd,  &  in  the  campe  haue  stay'd 
tyll  they  were  hole  agayne2:  &  since  that  tyme  their  phase  haue  made, 
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&  eaten  of  that  country  corne,  since  wch  tyme  Manna  fayled 
&  they  haue  vs'd  that  meate  no  more,  since  of  that  corne  they 

taysted 
ii5  Who's  this  that  here  doth  stand  wth  a  drawne  sword  hefore  myne 

eyes? 
I'l  nearer  go,  &  speake  to  hym.  Art  thou  ours,  or  our  Aduersaryes? 

Angelus. 
No,  but  I  am  a  prince  of  our  Lords  host,  &  now  come  I 

losue 
What  to  his  seruant  speakes  my  Lord?  prostrate  I  will  adore  thee. 

Angelus. 
Thy  shoes  loose  of  thy  feete,  for  the  place  where  thou  stands  ys  holy 

losue 

iso  II  do  what  thou  commands  wth  out  delay,  &  that  most  willingly. 
I  see  that  lericho's  fens't  about,  &  shutt  on  euery  syde 
&  no  man  dare  go  in  nor  out,  but  all  wth  in  abyde 

Angelus. 

Behold  into  thy  hands  the  citty  of  lericho  I  haue  geuen 
wth  the  kinge  also  of  the  same,  &  all  the  valiant  men. 
IBB  The  men  of  warre  once  euery  day  shall  go  about  the  citty 

six  dayes  together,  &  on  the  seuenth  seuen  Trumpets  vs'd  in  lubelee 
the  priests  shall  take,  &  them  before  the  arke  of  couenant  sound, 
&  that  day  you  about  the  citty  shall  seuen  days(!)  go  round. 
[fol.100*]  And  when  in  length,  &  wth  a  broken  tune  the  trumpet  shall 
190  sound,  all  the  people  shall  cry  wth  a  lowd  voyce  great  &  smale, 
The  Gittie  walls  shall  fall  vnto  the  ground :  &  then  ech  body 
shall  enter  at  the  place  where  as  they  stand  into  the  citty 
for  the  citty  &  the  kinge  thereof  shall  to  your  hands  be  geuen 

losue. 

Lord  I'l  be  gone  &  all  things  do  euen  as  thou  hast  me  bidden. 
196  Now  haue  you  six  dayes  ech  day  once  gone  round  about  ye  citty 
Seuen  tymes  go  this  seuenth  day  soundinge  your  trumpets  vs'd  in 

lubelee. 

Now  make  a  shout,  for  our  Lord  hath  this  citty  to  you  deliuered. 
Let  Raabs  lyfe,  and  all  wth  in  her  house  only  be  spared 
because  she  did  the  messengers  hide,  whom  thither  we  had  sent, 
•oo  Kill  all  the  rest  man,  woman,  &  child,  for  that  ys  gods  comandment 
Anathema  let  this  citty  bee,  &  all  therein  contayned 
Nothinge  there  of  see  that  you  take  but  lett  all  things  be  burned 
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except  gold,  syluer,  Brasen  vessels,  &  things  of  yron  thatt  bee 
all  the  wch  shall  be  consecrated  vnto  our  lords  treasury. 
And  he  that  shall  offend  in  any  of  the  thinges  prohibited  aos 

hym  self,  &  all  that  euer  he  hath,  shall  be  wth  fyre  consumed. 
Now  when  the  cittizens  are  all  slayne,  &  all  their  goods  consumed 
you  yonge  men  fetch  the  harlot  hither,  who's  lyues  before  she 

saued l 

Raab  because  thou  mercy  shew'd  to  these  yonge  men  thou  shall 
haue  mercy  shew'd  to  thee,  &  to  thy  family  great  &  smalle  «io 

as  the  yonge  men  assured  thee  by  oath,  for  we  will  saue 
your  lyues,  &  still  you  shall  inioy  your  goods,  &  freedom  haue 
amongst  vs  for  to  dwell.  And  let  that  man  accursed  bee 
before  our  Lord  that  shall  agayne  reedifie  this  citty. 
In  his  first  borne  ground  worke  thereof  &  the  fundation  let  «iB 

hym  lay :  &  in  last  of  his  children  the  gates  thereof  vp  sett. 
Now  lericho's  wunne,  go  &  view  Hai,  wch  standeth  east  from 

Bethell 

for  I  intend  at  your  returne  to  sett  vpon  that  people: 
in  the  meane  while  I'l  go  &  view  the  ruynes  of  this  citty 
&  at  your  cominge  back  agayne  in  this  place  you  shall  haue  mee.  3*0 

Achan 

As  I  alone  wth  in  the  citty  lookeinge  about  mee  stoode 
I  saw  amongst  the  spoyles  this  cloke  of  scarlet  very  good 
&  these  two  hundred  syluer  sides,  wth  goold 2  rule  of  fifty 
wch  thence  I  taken  haue  vnseene,  &  will  go  hyde  them  closly 
lest  that  my  fact  be  knowne,  for  by  losue  yt  was  forbidden  9«r. 

on  payne  of  death  that  any  thinge  shouldby  any  manthencebe  taken 

Dipsus  [fol.lOOb] 

My  lord)  in  Hay  the  enemyes  are  but  weake  &  few  in  number 
So  that  two  or  three  thousand  men  enow  are  to  go  thither 
&  able  will  be  to  destroy  &  ruyne  that  same  citty. 
&  yt's  in  vayne  agaynst  so'weake  a  foe  to  trouble  many.  23o 

losue. 

Then  wth  three  thousand  fightinge  men  after  your  owne  direction 
go  &8  incounter  wth  your  foes:  &  so  let's  hence  be  gone. 
Alas  our  souldiers  runne  away  before  their  enemyes  face. 
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&  flyinge  are  strycken  wth  the  sword  vnto  our  great  disgrace 

9»6  for  sorrow  Fl  my  garments  teare,  &  fall  flat  on  the  ground 

before  th'Arke  of  our  lord,  this  sight  so  sore  my  heart  doth  wound 
Alas  lord  god  why  wouldst  thou  bringe  this  people  ouer  Jordan 
&  vs  deliuer.to  th'Amorrheits  hands  by  them  for  to  be  slayne? 
would  god  vpon  the  further  syde  of  Jordan  we  had  stayed 

940  &  not  haue  seene  Israel  flie  from  their  foes  as  men  afrayd. 

When  the  chananeits  shall  there  of  heare,  th'inhabitants  of  yt  country 
will  vs  inviron,  &  from  the  earth  our  names  extinguish  vtterly. 

God. 

losue  aryse:  why  dost  thou  lye  there  flatt  vpon  the  ground? 
Israel  offended  hath,  &  there's  a  synne  amongst  them  found : 

SIB  &  they  cannot  wth  stand  their  foes  whyle  that  they  are  polluted. 
&  Fl  no  more  be  wth  you  till  th'  offender  be  dispatched. 
Wherefore  cast  lots  through  all  your  tribes,  kinred,  howses,  &  men, 
&  looke  on  whom  the  lot  doth  fall,  let  that  same  man  bee  taken 
&  burnt,  wth  his  substance  &  weath  because  he  hath  transgressed 

losue 

360  I  will  be  gone,  &  all  thinges  do  (lord)  as  thou  hast  commanded. 
The  Lot  on  ludas  Tribe  ys  light,  &  that  in  Zares  family 
&  Zabdis  house  vpon  Achan  who  ys  the  sonne  of  charmi. 
Achan  my  sonne  geue  glory  to  our  Lord  the  god  of  Israeli 
&  what  thy  fault  hath  bene  in  presence  of  vs  all  here  tell 

Achan 

266  I  see  no  synne's  so  secret,  but  yt's  knowne  to  god  Almighty 
where  fore  let  no  man  synne  in  hope  yt  will  concealed  bee 
I  synned  haue  in  deede  agaynst  our  lord:  for  as  I  stoode 
I  saw  amongst  the  spoyles  a  cloke  of  scarlett  very  good 
&  two  hundred  syluer  sycles  wth  a  golden  rule  of  fifty 

Qeo  wch  couetously  I  tooke  away  from  thence  &  hyd  them  priuely 
wth  in  the  ground  agaynst  midst  of  my  tabernacle,  where 
they  yet  remayne  vnder  the  earth,  where  wth  I  did  them  couer. 
[fol.101*]  losue 

That  will  I  try:  Gildas  forth  wth  go  serch  the  place  he  named. 

Gildas 
My  lord  we  haue  found  all  things  as  Achan  to  you  affirmed. 

2«5  for  testimony  where  of  wee  haue  brought  them  wth  vs  hither. 

losue 
Take  hym&them,  his  sonnes,  &  daughters,  &  all  thats  his  what  s'euer 
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&  stone  hym,  &  lett  all  he  hath  wth  fyre  consumed  bee: 

&  on  hym  throw  a  heape  of  stones  to  be  left  for  a  testimony. 

Our  lord  disturbe  the  this  day  Achan,  syth  thou  hast  vs  disturbed 

God 

losue  feare  not,  for  now  my  fury  ys  from  them  auerted.  a7o 

Take  all  the  multitude  of  fightinge  men,  &  go  to  Hay. 
The  Towne  &  kinge  there  of  in  to  thy  hands  I'l  geue  this  day, 
wth  all  th'Inhabitants,  &  the  land :  &  to  them  thou  shalt  do 
euen  as  before  I  did  command  thee  for  to  do  to  lericho. 

losue. 

I'l  go  this  night,  &  thirty  thousand  chosen  men  take  wth  mee        379 
&  some  of  them  in  ambushments  I'l  lay  behynd  the  citty 
&  I  my  self  wth  others  will  go  on  the  other  syde, 
&  when  they  issue  out  we'l  flee  euen  as  *  before  we  did 
till  they  pursueinge  vs  be  forward  drawne  farre  from  the  citty, 
&  then  we  will  wth  all  our  force  returne  vpon  them  fiercely.          28o 
This  is  my  resolution,  wch  I'l  put  in  execution 
so  soone  as  to  the  campe  I  come,  whither  now  I  will  be  going 

God. 

losue  lifte  vp  the  sheelde  that's  in  thy  hand  agaynst  the  citty 
for  th'enemyes  now  are  all  gone  out,  &  I'l  deliuer  yt  to  thee 

Gildas 

My  lord  now  of  twelue  thousand  men  that  were  in  Hai  inhabitinge  386 
none  but  the  kinge  ys  left  alyue,  whom  here  to  you  I  bringe 9. 

losue 

yf  all  be  slayne  my  hand  &  shield  I  will  hold  vp  no  longer 
but  geue  god  thankes,  who  of  our  enemyes  hath  made  such  a 

slaughter. 

A  Gibbet  now  erect,  &  lett  the  kinge  there  on  be  hanged: 
let  then  the  cattell;  &  pray  you  got  amongst  you  be  diuided,        aeo 
then  burne  the  citty,  &  all  there  in,  &  make  't  a  heape  for  euer 
&  hurle  the  kinges  corpes  downe  where  you  in  to  the  citty  enter 
&  there  on  a  great  heape  of  stones  lay,  that  yt  may  be  knowne 
vnto  them  that  shall  vs  succeede.     &  so  let's  hence  be  gone. 

Gorgias 
Though  th'  Amorrheit,  Hetheit,  chananeit,  pherezeit,  Heueit  &  ye  *o* 

lebuseit 
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conspired  are  agaynst  losue,  &  th'  Israelits  to  fight, 
yet  we  that  do  in  Gabaon  dwell,  &  know  losues  proceedinge 
agaynst  lericho  &  Hai  haue  longe  bene  wth  our  selues  diuisinge 
[fol.lOlfc]  how  for  to  saue  our  lyues,  &  frendship  wth  them  still  continue: 
soo  &  after  longe  debateinge  of  the  mater  thys  was  the  issue: 

Rent  Bottels  of  wyne  we  wth  vs  brought,  wch  we  agayne  haue  sewed 
&  olde  shoes  for  a  shew  of  oldnes  wcb  wth  speckes  are  clowted 
&  old  clothes  put  vpon  our  backes,  &  bread  that's  hard  &  mouldy 
for  our  provision  by  the  way  we  in  our  sachells  cary 
80s  to  the  intent  that  we  may  make  the  Israelits  to  thinke 

that  we  came  farre  our  selues  wth  them  in  frendship  for  to  lynke. 
Wch  we  will  now  attempt  for  this  way  losue  here  ys  cominge. 
From  a  farre  country  we  are  come  my  gratious  lord  desyreinge 
wth  you  to  make  a  peace 

Ios[ue] 

Perhaps  you  do  dwell  in  ye  country 
sio  that's  due  to  vs  by  lott,  &  we  can  not  wth  you  haue  amity. 

Gorgias. 
We  all  thy  seruants  are. 

Ios[ue]. 
Who  are  you  &  whence  came  you  hither? 

Gorgias 

We  from  a  very  farre  country  came,  &  hearinge  of  the  slaughter 
made  by  the  lord  yowr  god,  when  Pharao  &  his  host  were  drowned : 
&  how  Sehon  &  Og  two  kings  of  th'  Amorrheits  were  destroyed 
sis  The  Auntients  &  Inhabitants  of  our  land  vnto  vs  thus  dyd  say: 
Take  wth  you  victualls  for  to  serue  you  for  a  very  longe  way, 
&  meete  them,  &  say:  we  your  seruants  are:  let's  make  a  peace: 
see  this  bread  wch  was  softe,  when  forth  we  came,  now's  hard  for 

oldnes 
And  these  same  Bottels  wch  were  new,  when  wth  wyne  they  were 

filled 
sac  as  you  may  well  perceiue  wth  age  are  bursen  &  dissolued. 

Our  clothes  are  also  worne  threede  bare,  &  shoes  consumed  quite, 
wcb  shewes  we  haue  come  farre,  &  may  persuade  you  vs  to  credit 

losue 
We  credit  you,  &  wth  you'l  make  peace,  &  you  shall  not  be  slayne 

princes  of  Israeli 
As  the  Lord  lyues  we'l  geue  you  leaue  amongst  vs  to  remayne. 
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Gorgias  et  ceteri. 
We  geue  you  harty  thankes:  &  we'l  be  all  at  your  command.        8as 

r.     losue. 

princes  now  forward  let  vs  march  to  Gabaon  out  of  hand. 
Gabaon  ys  now  in  sight :  but  we'l  not  stryke  them  wth  the  sworde 
because  you  princes  sware  to  them  in  the  name  of  our  lord, 
to  saue  their  lyues,  for  they  were  Gabaonits  whom  we  did  heare 

Populus  Israel 
princes  what  did  you  meane  vnto  this  people  for  to  sweare?          as.. 

princes  of  Israeli 

We  sware  in  deed  to  them,  wherefore  they  may  not  now  be  touched 
but  shall  inioy  their  lyues,  lest  against  vs  gods  wrath  be  kindled 
yf  we  should  be  forsworne.  But  yet  let  them  lyue  in  this  maner: 
They  &  their  ofspringe  shall  for  vs  cut  woode,  &  cary  water 

losue.  [foU02a] 

You  Gabionits  what  was  the  cause  that  you  vs  thus  deceiued        385 
&  sayd,  that  in  a  country  farre  remote  from  vs  you  dwelled, 
where  as  amydst  vs  you  do  lyue,  as  we  haue  vnderstoode? 
For  this  in  your  stocke  there  shall  neuer  fayle l  hewers  of  woode, 
&  water  caryers  to  gods  house. 

Gabfaonits]. 

We  thy  seruants  did  heare 

that  the  lord  thy  god  promise  made  to  Moyses  to  deliuer  340 

our  land  to  you,  &  all  th'Inhabitants  there  of  would  destroy: 
wch  terrour  made  vs  this  diuise,  our  lyues  for  to  inioy. 
And  now  we  are  in  thy  hands,  do  wth  vs  as  thou  thinkes  good. 

losue. 

Yowr  lyues  we'l  saue,  but  you  &  yours  shall  euer  lyue  in  seruitude 
to  vs  &  ours  for  this  your  fraude,  as  I  before  dyd  say.  845 

&  so  to  Gabaon  we'l  be  gone,  &  here  no  longer  stay. 

Adonisedec  kinge  of  Hierusalem. 

I  hearinge  how  that  losue  hath  liricho  &  hai  subuerted, 
&  that  the  Gabaonits  haue  them  selues  wth  Israel  confedered, 
do  waxe  afrayd:  for  Gabaon  ys  a  great  &  princely  citty, 
&  all  their  men  of  warre  corragious  are,  valyant,  &  lusty  s$o 

wherefore  I  haue  sent  messengers  to  Oham  the  kinge  of  Hebron 
&  to  pharan  of  lerimoth  kinge,  &  Dabir  kinge  of  Eglon 
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&  to  laphia  kinge  of  Lachis  to  will  them  to  come  hither 
&  bringe  ayd  wth  them  that  we  may  our  forces  ioyne  together 
»BB  &  go  agaynst  the  Gabaonits,  who  are  from  vs  revolted 

to  losue,  &  they  now  are  cominge  euen  as  I  could  haue  wished 
Renowned  kings  I  am  right  glad  that  you  are  come  vnto  mee 

Oham  kinge  of  Hebron. 

And  Adonisedec  great  kinge  of  Hierusalem  glad  are  wee 
to  see  your  highnes  in  good  health:  And  we  haue  brought  our 

Armyes 

3«o  alonge  wth  vs  to  ioyne  wth  yours  agaynst  our  comon  enemy es 
the  Gabaonits,  who  are  from  vs  to  th'  Israelits  reuolted 

Kinge  Adonisedec 

Thankes  worthy  Kings,  then  we'l  be  gone  that  Gabaon  were  be 
sieged 
ere  th'Israelits  come  them  to  help,  who  now  in  Galgal  bee 

pharan  kinge  of  lerimoth  et  ceteri. 
Yow  counsel's  good  march  on  my  liege  &  we'l  go  wth  your  maiesty 

Gorgias 

365  My  lord  by  all  the  Amorrheit  kinges  that  in  the  mountaynes  dwell 
Gabaon  besieged  ys,  &  they  do  craue  the  help  of  Israel 
wherefore  come  quickly  vp,  &  from  their  enemyes  them  deliuer 

God. 
losue  feare  not,  but  to  them  go,  and  I  will  *  make  the  conquerer 

losue 

Thankes  gratious  lord,  frend  I  will  go  alonge  to  Gabaon  wth  thee 
870  &  all  the  valiant  men  of  warre  in  Israeli  I'l  take  wth  mee. 
[fo!.102b]  Souldiers  you  see  your  enemyes  flee  before  yowr  face  away 

hoatly  pursue  them,  &  wth  ease   many  of  them  kill  you  may.  • 
Thou  sunwe  agaynst  Gabaon  moue  not  vntill  the  people  on 
theyr  enemyes  be  reuengd,  Nor  Moone  agaynst  valley  of  Ailon 

Pedro 

876  My  lord  yt  seemes 2  the  sunne  stoode  still  in  the  mydst  of  ye  heauen 
&  for  the  space  of  one  whole  day  to  go  downe  did  not  hasten 
So  that  before  this  tyme  there  hath  not  bene  so  longe  a  day 
for  our  lord  fightinge  for  vs  dyd  voyce  of  a  man  obay 
&  slewe  mo  of  our  enemyes  wth  hayle  stones  that  fell  from  heauen 
880  then  wth  the  sword  we  &  the  rest  of  th'Israelits  haue  strooken. 


1  Corrected  from  I'l.  2  Corrected  from  seem'd. 


The  9  pagean  of  losue.  109 

And  the  fyue  kings  my  lord  that  fled,  are  all  found  in  a  caue 
wth  in  the  citty  of  maceda  hidd  their  lyues  to  saue. 

losue 

Go  bid  the  souldiers  in  the  mouth  there  of  great  stones  to  putt, 
&  sett  industrious  men  to  looke  to  them  beinge  there  in  shutt : 
&  let  the  rest  pursue  their  foes,  &  kill  them  as  they  flee.  386 

But  see  that  none  presume  to  enter  into  any  towne  or  citty 
the  wch  our  lord  deliuered  hath  into  our  hand,  &  so 
be  gone:  &  I'l  lyke  wyse  myself1  vnto  maceda  go. 
Now  our  host's  to  maceda  come  *  both  saffe  &  the  full  number 
&  there's  not  one  that  dare  so  much  as  once  agaynst  vs  mutter.    990 
The  mouth  now  of  the  caue  go  open,  &  bringe  the  kings  vnto  mee. 

lair  a  prince  of  Israel  et  ceteri, 
Yt  shall  be  done  my  lord  &  here  agayne  expect  vs  presently. 

losue 

Princes  of  Israel  sett  your  feete  on  the  necks  of  these  kinges. 
feare  not,  take  courage,  &  be  stronge  for  yt's  owrlord  that  brings 
your  foes  thus  low,  &  thus  will  we  wth  all  our  enemyes  doe  »06 

agaynst  whom  you  shall  fight,  wherefore  dreede  not,  but  forth  wth  go 
&  see  the  fyue  kinges  on  fyue  seuerall  gibbetts  hanged  bee 
till  night,  then  cast  their  bodyes  into  the  caue  where  hyd  they  lye 
&  on  the  mouth  thereof  lay  weighty  stones :  when  this  ys  done 
wth  the  rest  of  our  euemyes  we  will  fight,  so  let's  be  gone  i0o 

Nuncius 

Synce  the  fyue  kings  were  slayne  the  citty  of  maceda's  taken 
&  the  kinge  &  th  Inhabitants  there  of  losue  hath  strycken 
in  the  edge  of  the  sword,  &  spared  not  so  much  as  one 
as  wth  the  kinge  of  lericho,  &  th'  Inhabitants  he  had  done. 
The  citty  of  lebna  our  lord  hath  also  to  hym  deliuered  406 

where  no  remaynes  he  left  but  both  the  kinge  &  people  killed. 
Lachis  he  lykewyse  hath  destroy'd,  &  euery  soule  there  in 
hath  slayne,  &  saw  the  citty  walls  pul'd  downe  before  his  eyne. 
where  Horam  kinge  of  Gazer,  who  came  wth  ayde  vnto  Lachis      [fol.l03»] 
he  ouerthrew,  &  vnto  death  put  all  the  people  lykwyse.  -no 

Eglon  &  Hebron  in  lyke  maner  he  raz'd  hath  to  the  ground 
&  put  vnto  the  sword  all  the  soules  that  in  them  he  found. 
Dabir  he  also  taken  hath,  &  all  the  country  waysted 
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about  the  same,  &  neyther  kinge  nor  people  there  he  spared. 
15*  Briefly  losue  hath  in  the  sword  strucken  all  the  hilly  country, 
South,  &  champayne,  Asedoth,  wth  their  kinges  &  not  spar'd  any, 
But  euery  thinge  that  breath' d  hath  slayne  &  put  vnto  the  sword 
from  Gadesbarne  to  Gaza  as  he  bidden  was  by  our  Lord 
who  for  hym  fought:  &  now  he  ys  wth  Israel  returned 
480  agayne  to  Galgal,  where  before  he  wth  his  campe  remayned. 
But  there  he's  not  lyke  to  continue  longe  tyme  in  peace  &  quietnes 
for  potent  enemyes  yet  he  hath,  who  raysinge  are  new  forces 
intendinge  hym  t'invade,  as  yf  you  will  but  shew  attention, 
you  wth  your  eyes  &  eares  shall  see  &  heare:  so  I'l  be  gone. 

labin  kinge  of  Asor 
425  Hearinge  what  th'Israelits  haue  done  vnto  our  neighbouringe 

countryes 

&  fearinge  lest  they  will  to  vs  be  no  lesse  cruell  enemyes 
all  myne  owne  forces  I  will  rayse,  &  streight  agaynst  them  go 
&  moue  other  kings,  whose  daunger  ys  no  lesse  then  myne  to  do  so. 
Wherefore  to  labab  I  will  send,  who  ys  the  kinge  of  Madon 
*8o  &  to  the  kinge  of  Acsaph,  &  vnto  the  kinge  of  Semeron 
&  to  the  kings  that  in  the  mountayns  dwell  vpon  the  north, 
&  to  them  also  that  inhabit  on  the  south  syde  of  cemeroth, 
&  in  the  lands  of  Dor,  &  to  the  chananit,  &  the  Amorrheit, 
&  also  to  the  Hetheit,  pherezeit,  lebuseit,  &  the  Heveit 
4*5  &  will  them  that  wth  all  their  forces  they  will  forth  wth  come 
&  ioyne  their  power  to  myne,  &  meete  me  at  waters  of  Merom 
where  we  agaynst  Israeli  will  fight,  as  yt  stands  vs  vpon. 
&  syth  that  daunger's  in  delay,  I  will  forthwth  be  gone. 

losue 

I  heare  that  labin  kinge  of  Asor  assemblede  hath  together 
4*0  new  forces,  wch  as  many  are  as  the  sea  sandes  in  number 
wth  a  passinge  great  multitude  of  chariotts  &  of  horses 
intendinge  for  to  sett  vpon  our  wearyed  &  smale  forces. 

God 

losue  be  not  afrayd  of  them,  for  tomorrow  this  same  houre 
I'l  them  into  thy  hands  deliuer,  &  subiect  to  thy  power 
445  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  who  shall  there  at  admyre: 

Their  horses  thou  shalthoughsinew,  &  their  chariots  burne  wth  fyre 

losue 
Thankes  my  lord  god.  Vpon  thy  worde  I'l  go  wth  my  whole  army 
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&  meete  them  at  waters  of  merom,  &  sett  vpon  them  sodayniy.1 

Nuncius  [foU03b] 

Now  hath  our  lord  all  these  great  kings  wth  their  country  es  &  people 
deliuered  vp  into  the  hands  of  the  children  of  Israeli  4BO 

who  haue  their  c[h]ariots  burnt  wth  fyre,  &  theyr  horses  hough- 
sinewed 

&  euery  soule  stricken  in  the  sword,  as  our  Lord  hath  commanded 
And  Asor,  wch  of  all  the  kingdoms  once  held  the  principality 
wth  labin  that  was  kinge  there  of,  he  hath  destroyed  vtterly 
&  all  the  country s  round  about  that  tooke  his  part,  euen  as  455 

by  moyses  god's  true  Seruant  he  before  cowmaunded  was. 
And  all  the  pray  the  Israelits  amongst  them  selues  diuidyd 
when  that  the  citties  were  destroyd,  &  all  the  people  killed 
And  losue  nothinge  did  omitt,  not  so  much  as  one  word 
of  all  that  moyses  had  before  commaunded  from  our  lord.  4«o 

And  a  great  tyme  yt  was  that  losue  did  wth  these  kings  fight 
for  not  one  citty  *  yielded  yt  self,  sauinge  only  the  Hetheit 
who  dyd  in  Gabaon  dwell8:  for  our  lord  had  the  rest  forsaken 
for  their  enormious  sinnes,  &  would  not  yieald  till  they  were  stryken 
&  therefore  did  no  mercy  fynde,  but  wholly  were  destroyed          4a5 
&  now  their  lands  to  th'Israelits  by  losue  are  deliuered 
to  be  possest  accordinge  to  their  tribes,  &  peaceablely 
they  do  inioy  the  same,  &  are  resisted  by  no  enemy. 
The  number  of  the  kings  that  in  the  foresayd  warres  slayne  bee 
by  moyses  &  by  losue  do  amount  to  thirty  three.  4?o 

Where  of  two  were  by  moyses  slayne,  kings  of  Basan  &  Hesebon. 
By  losue  thirty  one,  the  kings  of  lericho,  Hai,  &  Hebron, 
Hierusalem,  lerimoth,  Lachis,  Eglon,  Dabir  Herma,  Gazer 
Adullam,  Gader,  Hered,  lebna,  Bethel,  Aphec,  Opher, 
Maceda,  Taphua,  Saron,  Asor,  Acsaph,  Thenac,  Madon  475 

Mageddo,  lachanan,  Dor,  Galgal,  Thersa,  cades  &  Semeron. 
These  countryes  gott  by  seuen  yeares  warres  by  losue  are  diuided  * 
Now  amongst  neene  tribes  &  a  halff,  &  other  lands  yet  not  con 
quered 

wch  god  hath  promis'd  for  to  geue  vnto  their  hands  here  after 
for  moyses  did  to  two  tribes  &  a  halff  portions  deliuer  4«o 

on  th'East  syde  Jordan  ere  he  dyed.   But  no  part  ys  allotted 
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vnto  the  Leuits  in  the  land:  only  to  them's  assigned 
citties  &  suburbs  to  dwell  in,  &  for  feedinge  their  cattell, 
&  sacrifices  &  the  victimes  of  the  god  of  Israeli. 
486  And  peace  they  now  inioy,  as  God  to  Abraham  had  promised 

when  from  his  natyue  soyle  by  his  commandment  he  departed. 
[fol.!04a]  So  that  god  hath  his  promisse  kept,  for  no  more  generall  warre 
here  after  they  shall  haue,  though  diuerse  tribes  may  haue  particular 
What  more  ys  to  be  sayd  or  done,  losue  hym  self  will  shew, 

480  who  wth  the  princes  here  of  Israeli  comes:  wherefore  adew. 

losue 

Princes  you  see  that  quietly  this  land  we  do  possesse 
&  that  all  things  performed  are,  wch  god  did  say  to  Moyses. 
And  though  there  many  nations  bee  remayninge  yet  vnconquered 
yet  courage  take,  for  by  our  lord  to  you  they'l  be  deliuered 

496  in  their  due  tyme,  wch  in  one  yeare  he  suffred  not  to  bee, 
lest  the  land  became  wildernes,  &  wild  beasts  therein  multiply, 
&  you  deuour:  But  he'l  by  little  &  litle  your  foes  expell 
&  then  the  land  wholly  deliuer  to  the  children  of  Israeli, 
for  hither  to  he  hath  fought  for  you,  &  so  he  will  do  still 

6oo  yf  you  do  his  precepts  obey  &  commandments  fulfill. 

wherefore  decline  neyther  to  the  right  nor  left  hand  lest  after 
that  you  into  the  gentils,  wch  amongst  you  shall  be,  enter 
you  sweare  in  the  name  of  their  gods,  &  them  serue  &  adore. 
But  cleeue  to  our  lord  god  euen  as  you  haue  done  here  tofore 

606  vntill  this  day,  &  our  lord  will  away  take  in  your  sight 
your  strongest  foes,  &  none  shall  able  be  wth  you  to  fight 
One  of  you  shall  pursue  a  thousand  of  your  greatest  enemyes 
because  our  lord  hym  self  will  fight  for  you  as  he  did  promise. 
But  yf l  you  cleeue  to  th'errour  of  these  nations  yt  do  dwell 

6io  amongst  you  and  mary  &  ioyne  amity  wth  them,  I  fore  teh1 
you  now  that  our  lord  will  not  them  destroy,  but  they  shall  bee 
a  pit,  a  snare,  a  stake,  a  stumblinge  blocke  before  your  eye, 
tih1  you  be  taken  from  this  excellent  land,  &  all  destroyed: 
wherefore  see  that  you  do  obserue  all  that  god  hath  commanded. 

5i6  Behold  this  day  into  the  way  of  all  flesh  I  shall  go, 
&  god  hath  all  effected  that  he  promised  for  to  do 
to  you,  &  no  word  lefte  vndone.  Beyond  the  ryuer  lordan 


you  written  and  crossed  out. 
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your  fathers  dwelt,  &  he  them  brought  to  the  land  of  chanaan 

He  JSgipt  strooke  wth  many  plagues,  &  pharao  wth  hys  army 

he  in  the  red  sea  drownd,  &  through '  yt  made  you  pass  wth  safty 

Through  all  the  wildernesse  he  was  your  guyde,  &  when  you  came 

to  th'Amorrheits  land  he  in  the  sword  did  make  you  wine  ye  same 

The  kinge  of  Moab  wth  you  fought  &  Balaam  cald  to  curse  you     [fol.!04b] 

but  god  made  hym  to  blesse  you,  &  that  land  he  ouerthrew. 

All  this  beyond  lordan  he  dyd,  &  then  he  brought  you  to  525 

this  land  wherein  you  are  wch  doth  wth  mylke  &  hony  flow 

&  gaue  you  many  citties  that  wth  your  hands  were  not  buylded, 

&  olyue  trees,  &  vinyards  that  wth  your  hands  were  not  planted. 

Now  therefore  serue  our  lord  wth  a  true  heart  &  perfect  mynde 

&  let  hym  no  false  gods  (worke  of  your  hands)  amongst  you  fynde  6so 

Yt's  in  your  Ghoyce  whether  you  will  serue  our  lord  who  hath 

preserud 

you  hitherto,  or  the  gods  in  mesopotania  your  fathers  serued 
or  the  gods  of  ye  Amorrheits,  amongst  whom  you  now 2  dwell 
But  I  &  all  my  house  will  serue  our  lord  the  god  of  Israeli 

populus  Israel 

God  forbyd  that  we  should  our  lord  leaue,  &  to  strange  gods  swarue  *»* 
syth  he  hath  done  so  much  for  vs.  we  will  our  lord  god  serue. 

losue 

Then  witnesses  you  are,  that  you  your  selues  our  lord  haue  chosen 
for  to  serue  hym. 

Pop[ulus]. 
witnesse. 

Ios[ue]. 

Yowr  pact  twixt  god  &  you  now's  writen 
in  this  same  volume :  &  for  you  this  stone  shall  be  a  testimony 
that  yt  hath  heard  all  that  our  lord  hath  spoken  to  you  by  mee.    540 
lest  perhaps  you  hereafter  shall  lye  &  deny  the  same 
vnto  our  lord  wch  I  haue  sayd  vnto  you  in  hys  name. 
And  so  I  bid  you  all  farewell,  for  neuer  more  here  after 
shall  I  before  you  go.  after  my  death  my  words  remember 

Nuntius 

losue  the  sonne  of  Nun  gods  seruant  now  ys  dead  &  buryed        MB 
when  he  vnto  the  yeares  was  come  of  ten  aboue  a  hundred 
&  his  corps  ys  interd  in  his  possession  in  Thamnasare 
1  MS.  trough.  2  MS.  do  written  and  crossed  out. 
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And  dead  &  buryed  also  ys  in  Gabatha  Eleazar 
&  Josephs  bones  wch  th'Israelits  wth  them  from  ^Egipt  caryed 
5,v o  in  Sichem  buryed  are,  as  at  his  death  he  had  commanded, 
[fol.  I05a]  But  who  now  after  losues  death  shall  be  ye  peoples  leader 

They  wth  our  lord  consulting  are,  &  shall  be  knowne  here  after. 


[folios*]  The  10  pagean  of  Gedeon 

God. 

Angel  of  god. 

chorus. 

ludas  a  ruler  of  Israel. 

Brunus  seruant  to  ludas 

Adonibezec  kinge  of  the  chief e  cittie  in  chanaan. 

Israelits. 

Debbora  a  prophetesse 

Barac  a  captayne  of  Israel 

Sisara  captayne  of  labins  host  kinge  of  Asor  in  chanaan. 

lahel  Hebers  wyfe. 

Gedeon  a  captayne  of  Israel 

morco.    \ 

Rullus.    v  citizens  of  Ephra  where  Gedeon  was  borne. 

Triphan.j 

loas  Gedeons  father. 

^  watchmen  of  Madian. 
Bemboj 

Madionits. 

chorus. 

Since  losues  death  children  of  Israeli  haue  our  Lord  consulted 
who  shall  before  them  go  agaynst  theChananeit,  who  hath  assigned 
ludas  for  captayne  of  the  warres :  &  ludas  hath  wild  Simeon 
to  take  his  part,  as  he  will  his,  &  forward  they  are  gone 
5  to  gether  wth  their  forces  for  to  fight  wth  Adonibezec 
who  is  kinge  of  the  chiefe  citty  in  chanaan  called  Bezec 
&  what  successe  they'l  haue  agaynst  them  shortly  shall  be  knowne 
yf  you  will  patience,  haue  a  whyle :  &  so  I  will  be  gone 

ludas 

The  citty  Bezec  our  lord  hath  now  to  our  hands  deliuered l 
1  MS.  deluered. 
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&  Adonibezec  thou  attord(?)  as  thou  hast  deserued  10 

shal  haue  th'extreame  parts  of  thy  hands  &  thy  feete  cutt  off 

presently 
Brunus  let  yt  be  done. 

Brunus. 

yt  shall  my  lord  wth  great  dexterity 
Kinge.  Adonibezec. 
Oh,  oh,  oh,  oh,  seuenty  kings  haue  reliques  of  my  meates  vnder 

my  table  gathered 1 

haueinge  the  extreame  parts  both  of  their  hands  &  feete  off  payred. 
As  I  haue  done  so  god  hath  me  repayd.  is 

ludas. 

Now  to  Hierusalem 
let  hym  be  brought,  whither  I'l  go  wth  myne  Army  to  besiege  them. 

chorus. 

Kinge  Adonibezec  at  Hierusalem's  dead,  &  in  the  sword : 
ludas  that  citty  hath  destroyd  assisted  by  our  lord. 
The  chananites  also  he  hath  put  to  flight,  whose  habitation  [fol.l06» 

was  in  the  mountaynes;  South,  &  champayne  countryes,  &  in      2o 

Hebron 

&  them  that  in  Sisai,  &  Ahiman  dwelt  he  cuer  threwe 
wth  Dabir,  Sephaath,  Gaza,  Ascalon,  Accaron,  all  wch  he  slewe. 
But  afterward  the  Israelits  to  Idolatry  fell  agayne 
for  wch  our  lord  deliuered  them  into  the  hands  of  Ghusan 
Basathaim  the  kinge  of  Mesopotamia.  And  when  they  had  hym  25 

serued 

eight 2  yeares  they  cryed  vnto  our  Lord,  &  he  Othoniell  raysed 
to  be  their  ludge :  who  to  their  hands  the  foresayd  kinge  deliuered: 
and  the  land  fourty  yeares  did  rest:  &  Then  Othoniel  dyed. 
After  whose  death  the  Israelits  agayne  to  synne  did  fall 
for  wch  god  eighteene  yeares  permitted  them  to  lyue  in  thrall       so 
to  Eglon  kinge  of  Moab :  But  agayne  they  then  repented, 
&  our  lord  rays'd  them  Aod  vp  by  whom  Israel  presented 
to  Eglon  presents,  vnto  whom  Aod  did  them  deliuer 
as  he  was  stttinge  all  alone  wth  in  his  summer  chamber, 
whither  Aod  was  admitted  for  to  speake  wth  hym  in  secrecy         86 
&  on  a  sodayne  wth  his  dagger  thrust  hym  into  the  belly 
wth  such  force  that  the  hafte  followed  the  blade  into  the  wound: 

1  The  h  is  interlined  above.  a  MS.  eigh. 
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where  stickinge  he  yt  left,  &  hym  prawllinge  vpon  the  ground 
&  lockt  the  chamber  dore,  &  gott  out  at  a  posterne  gate 

40  &  went  vnto  the  Israelits  to  whom  he  did  relate 

his  good  successe,  &  caus'd  forth  wth  a  trumpet  to  be  sounded 
in  the  mount  Ephraim :  &  the  Israelits  wth  hym  descended 
vnto  whom  thus  he  sayd :  follow  mee,  for  our  lord  hath  our  enemyes 
deliuered  vp  into  our  hands  wth  all  their  townes  &  citties 

45  And  Moab  humbled  was  beinge  wth  the  kings  death  sore  amazed : 
and  eighty  yeares  after  his  death  the  land  in  quiet  rested. 
And  after  Aods  death  Samgar  (who  kild  wth  a  plugh  culter 
six  hundred  philysthijmes)  was  of  Israel  made  ludge  &  Ruler : 
But  since  he's  also  dead,  &  th'Israelits  agayne  are  fallen 

so  from  owrLord  god,  for  wcb  our  lord  hath  them  lykewyse  forsaken, 
&  them  deliuered  vp  to  labin  the  kinge  of  chanaan 
who  doth  in  Asor  reigne,  &  Sisara  of  his  Armye's  captayne 
who  hath  neene  hundred  hooked  chariots  of  yron:  &  they  haue  bene 
by  hym  oppressed  twenty  yeares,  &  putt  vnto  much  teene 

66  But  now  they  do  repent  their  synne,  &  cry  to  god  for  mercy 
&  to  the  prophetesse  Debbora  go  for  counsell  in  their  misery 
&  what  comfort  they  shall  receiue  from  her  shall  str  eight  be  knowne 
yf  that  you  will  attentyue  bee  a  whyle,  so  I'l  be  gone 

Israelits 

Mother  Debbora  we  sory  are  that  god  we  haue  offended 

Debbora. 

eo  And  for  the  same  by  hym  you  shall  from  your  foes  be  deliuered 
fol.lOGb]  wherefore  Barac  Abinoems  sonne  bringe  to  me  streight  way  hither. 
Barac)  the  god  of  Israel  hath  chosen  the  out  for  a  leader 
of  th'Israelits :  wherefore  choose  out  of  Nephthali  &  Zabulon 
ten  thousand  fightinge  men,  &  go  vnto  the  Torrent  Gison 

65  where  Sisara  the  prince  of  labins  host  shall  be  deliuered 
wth  his  whole  Armye  to  thy  hands,  for  so  god  hath  decreed 

Barac 
If  thou'l  go  wth  mee,  I  will  go,  or  else  I  will  [not]  go 

Debbora 

I'l  go  wth  thee  in  deede,  yet  would  I  haue  thee  to  fore  know 
the  victory  shall  at  this  tyme  not  to  thee  be  imputed 

70  for  in  to  the  hand  of  a  woman  sisara  shall  be  deliuered. 

Sisara. 
I  heare  that  Barac  ys  now  gone  towards  the  Torrent  Gison 
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where  wth  neene  hundred  hooked  chariots  I'l  meete  wth  hym  anone 
to  try  wch  of  vs  shall  away  from  thence  depart  wth  victory. 
Hee  but  a  handfull  hath  of  men  compar'd  wth  my  huge  armye, 
wch  pi  g0  ready  make,  &  that  wth  all  the  speede  I  can  75 

&  not  so  much  as  one  shall  scape  wth  lyfe  neyther  horse  nor  man 

Debbora 

Barac)  go  on  This  day  our  lord  hath  Sisara  deliuered 
in  to  thy  hands  assure  thy  self  by  god  thou  art  protected 

Sisara 

Alas  what  shall  I  do?  my  souldiers  are  at  Baracs  sight 
so  terrify ed  that  they  wth  my  chariots  are  fledd  &  dare  not  fight  so 
&  fleeinge  Barac  them  pursews:  &  I  was  forc't  alone 
out  of  my  chariot  for  to  leape,  &  then  to  gett  me  gone 
devisinge  where  to  hyde  my  self:  &  no  place  I  fynde  fitter 
then  here  wth  in  the  tent  of  lahel,  who  ys  the  wyfe  of  Heber 
for  peace  there  ys  betwixt  his  house  &  labin  kinge  of  Asor  85 

my  soueraigne  lord:  &  in  good  tyme  shee's  cominge  out  at  dore. 

lahel 

Gome  in  my  lord,  come  in:  Be  not  afray'd,  here  ys  no  daunger 
&  I  will  hyde  you  wth  a  cloake:  no  place  then  this  ys  fitter. 

Sisara 
I  thirsty  am,  a  litle  water  I  pray  thee  lahel  geue  mee 

lahel 
Here  ys  a  botle  of  mylke:  drynke  there  of,  &  then  rest  securely  90 

Sisara 

Before  the  dore  stand  of  the  Tabernacle,  &  yf  any  one  come  by 
&  say,  ys  any  man  there?  Thou  shaltvnto  hym  answeare:No  body. 

lahel.  [fol.l07» 

The  kinge's  now  couered  wth  a  cloake,  I  wth  this  Hammer  will 
go  dryue  this  nayle  into  his  brayne  there  wth  hym  for  to  kill. 
Now  haue  I  this  feate  done,  &  his  head  to  the  ground  ys  fastned  95 
wth  the  nayle,  &  deepe  sleepe  wth  death  the  kingehath  now  conioyned 
Barac  come  go  wth  me,  &  vnto  thee  the  man  I'l  shew 
whom  thou  dost  seeke :  Lo  here  he  ys.  wth  this  nayle  I  him  slew. 

Barac. 

Blest  be  our  lord  who  this  day  hath  labin  in  our  sight  humbled 
&  his  whole  army,  &  his  chariots  into  our  hands  deliuered.  100 

Now  I'l  go  bringe  this  ioyfull  newes  forth  wth  vnto  myne  army 
to  comfort  them,  who  wthgreat  courage  haue  stoode  vnto  their  enemy. 
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chorus. 

Thus  haue  you  heard  Israels  successe  synce  the  tyme  losue  dyed 
good  when  they  serued  god,  but  bad  when  they  hym  disobeyed 

io6  for  gods  assistance  ys  conditonall:  &  yf  we  serue  hym  faythfully 
he  will  vs  help :  else  leaue  vs  for  a  pray  vnto  our  enemy. 
as  by  the  Israelits  appeares :  who  haue  yet  not  wth  standinge 
from  tyme  to  tyme  offended  god,  &  will  not  yet  take  warninge 
for  since  they  labin  slew  (their  leader  Barac  beinge  dead) 
Israel  agayne  in  our  lords  sight l  hath  sin'd  &  ys  deliuered 

in  to  the  hands  of  the  Madionits,  by  whom  for  seuen  yeares  space 
they  haue 2  bene  sore  opprest,  &  all  they  had  consumed  was 
both  corne,  oxen,  &  sheepe:  &  still  lyke  Locusts  they  do  swarme 
in  euery  place,  &  do  vnto  the  Israelits  much  harme. 

us  Through  wch  affliction  they  are  made  theyr  Errours  for  to  see 
&  do  agaynst  the  Madionits  for  help  vnto  god  cry. 
And  what  successe  their  suite  shall  haue  will  presently  be  knowne 
for  god  will  send  to  them  an  Angel  to  answeare  their  petition 
&  in  what  maner  you  shall  heare  if  that  a  whyle  you  shew 

120  attention  as  you  wonted  are,  so  for  a  tyme  adew. 

Gedeon 

I  in  a  wyne  presse  haue  bene  purginge  wheate,  my  self  to  hyde 
from  the  cruell  madionits  in  whose  sight  I  durst  not  abyde 
for  yf  my  father  loas  or  other  Israelits  do  sow 
or  plant,  or  sett,  the  madionits  the  same  dige  vp  &  mow, 

IBS  &  ech  thinge  wayst  as  yt  were  in  the  blade  as  yt  vp  cometh 
&  nothinge  leeue  in  Israel  that  vnto  mans  lyfe  perteyneth 
neither  sheepe,  nor  oxe,  nor  asse,  but  vtterly  all  things  destroy 
for  at  our  welfare  they  repyne,  &  in  our  ruyne  ioy 
But  who  comes  here?  some  stranger  sure,  for  hym  I  do  not  ken 

Angel 

iso  The  lord  our  god  be  wth  the  gedeon  o  most  valiant  of  men 

Gedeon. 

I  thee  beseech  my  lord,  yf  that  our  lord  be  wth  vs,  why 
are  all  these  euills  on  vs  fallen?  why  lyue  we  in  this  misery? 
[fol.l07b]  where  are  his  merueilous  workes  where  of  our  fathers  haue  vs  told? 
sayinge  our  lord  vs  out  of  ^Egipt  brought,  &  that  he  would 

i$5  vs  help,  &  peaceably  sett  vs  in  the  land  of  chanaan 
but  he  hath  vs  forsaken  &  geuen  vs  vp  to  the  Madian 
»  MS.  sighh,  2  Interlined  above. 
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Angel 

Go  in  thy  strength,  &  Israel  thou  from  Madian  shalt  deliuer: 
know  that  I  haue  the  sent. 

Ged[eon]. 

Lord  be  not  angry  wth  myne  answeare 
where  in *  shal  I  Israeli  deliuer?  for  of  Manasses  family 
I  am  the  mean'st:  &  in  my  fathers  house  none's  lesse  then  I          140 

Angell. 
I  will  be  wth  thee,  &  thou  shalt  stryke  Madian  as  't  were  one  man 

Gedeon. 

Yf  I  haue  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  some  signe  lett  me  haue  than 
that  y t  ys  thou  who  speakes  to  mee :  &  hence  do  not  depart 
till  I  a  sacrifice  bringe  backe  to  this  place  where  thou  art 

Angel] 

I  will  stay  till  thou  come.  Now  on  that  rocke  lay  downe  thy  sacrifice  145 
&  wth  Tipp  of  this  rod  I'l  touch  yt,  &  there  shall  aryse 
a  fyre  out  of  the  rocke,  &  yt  consume  wth  out  delay 

Gedeon 

Lo  yt  all  ready  flameth  vp.  What  art  thou  vanisht  away 
out  of  my  sight?  Th' Angell  of  god  1  now  perceiue  yt  was. 
Alas  lord  god  that  I  haue  seene  thy  Angell  face  to  face  150 

Angell 

Peace  be  wth  thee :  Gedeon  be  not  afrayd :  Thou  shalt  not  dye 
Baals  Altar  that's  thy  fathers  thou  shalt  go  &  rayse  vp  presently 
&  cut  the  Groue  about  yt  downe,  &  buyld  to  thy  lord  god 
an  other  Altar  on  the  rocke,  where  I  touch' t  wth  my  rodd 
thy  sacrifice  before,  &  on  a  pyle  of  woode  beinge  made  155 

of  the  groue  wch  thou  shalt  cutt  downe,  thy  holocaust  shall  be  layde 

Gedeon 

Lord  I  will  do  what  thou  commands:  This  night  ten  men  I'l  take 
vnto  me,  &  the  groue  cut  downe,  &  a  new  altar  make 
to  the  when  Baalls  Altar's  destroyd.  But  this  as  I  dyd  say 
I  must  do  in  the  night,  for  I  dare  not  do  yt  in  the  day  ieo 

because  I  feare  my  fathers  house  &  the  men  of  the  citty 
who  worshippers  are  of  Baal,  &  much  inclined  to  Idolatry 
where  fore  about  this  busines  I  will  go  &  gett  yt  done 
now  while  the  night  ys  darke:  so  shall  we  bee  hindred  of  none 


1  Interlined  above. 
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Marco 
165  Gome  fellow  cittizens  let's  go  &  adore  early  this  morninge 

our  great  god  Baal  so  shall  we  haue  better  successe  in  ech  thiiige 

we  take  in  hand  all  the  day  after.  Alas  what's  this  I  see 

The  groue's  cutt  downe,  Baals  Altar's  spoyl'd,  &  all  turnd  topsy 

toruy. 
fol.!08»]  Rullus 

And  worse  then  that  I  here  espy  an  other  Altar  builded 
170  &  on  yt  there's  a  holocaust  layd.  Who  hath  vs  thus  abused? 

Tripho 
I'l  go  &  make  inquiry  for  the  Author  of  this  deede 

Marco. 
So  do :  but  quickly  come  agayne.  for  sorrow  my  heart  doth  bleede 

Tripho 

Neighbours  I  credibly  am  inform'd  that  this  foule  act  was  done 
by  Gedeon  loas  sonne. 

RuUfus]. 

By  whom?  Gedeon  our  neighbours  sonne? 
i7»  loas  thy  sonne  fetch  forth  that  he  may  dy:  for  so  he  shall 

because  he  hath  cutt  downe  the  groue,  &  spoyld  th' Altar  of  Baal. 

loas 

will  you  reuenge  Baals  quarell,  &  for  hym  fight?  Let  that  man  dy 
before  to  morrow  light  apparent  be,  that  ys  his  aduersary. 
yf  Baal  be  god,  reuenge  hym  self  on  hym  that  rays' d  his  Altar 

Marco 
iso  Let  his  name  be  leroboall  for  euer  more  here  after 

because  loas  did  say :  Reuenge  hym  self  on  hym  that  raysed 
his  Altar.  But l  syth  Gedeon  ys  the  man  that  vs  thus  serued 
all  Madian  let's  go  call  together,  &  Amalec  &  th'East  people 
wth  out  delay,  &  our  selues  in  the  vayle  in  campe  of  lezraell 

God8   ' 
iss  Gedeon  take  courage  for  wth  my  spirit  I  haue  the  reuested 

Gedeon 

Lord  yf  thou  wilt  by  my  hand  saue  Israel  as  thou  hast  promised 
I  will  this  fleece  of  woole  lay  on  the  flore,  &  yf  there  bee 
dew  found  on 8  the  fleece  only,  &  all  the  ground  els  be  drye 
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I  shall  know  that  by  my  hand  thou  wilt  Israel  deliuer 

so  for  a  tyme  I'l  hence  go,  &  then  backe  agayne  come  hither.       190 

I  see  the  ground  ys  dry,  I  will  go  wringe  the  fleece  of  woole 

to  try  yf  yt  be  wett:  Lo  yt  hath  fild  a  vessell  full 

of  dew :  Let  not  thy  fury  lord  wth  me  offended  bee 

yf  seekeinge  a  signe  in  the  fleece  I  once  agayne  do  tempt  thee. 

Let  the  ground  now  be  wett  wth  dew,  &  the  fleece  only  dry          i95 

that  I  may  know  whether  Israeli  shall  by  me  deliuered  bee. 

Behold  the  ground  ys  wett,  &  the  fleece  dry :  I  see  right  well 

that  thou  my  lord  &  god  by  my  hand  wilt  deliuer  Israeli. 

wherefore  I'l  go  forth  wth  &  call  my  souldiers  all  together 

that  I  may  take  a  view  both  of  their  persons  &  their  number.        20o 

my  men  now  mustered  are,  &  they  are  two  &  thirty  thousand 

God 

Gedeon  thy  men  are  many,  &  therefore  madian  to  their  hand 
shall  not  be  geuen  vp  lest  Israel  should  agaynst  me  glory 
&  say  by  our  owne  force  from  madian  we  deliuered  bee. 
Wherefore  in  hearinge  of  them  all  go  &  make  proclamation  [fol.  108i>] 

that  such  as  fearefull  bee  &  timorous  may  back  agayne  be  gone   aoe 

Gedeon. 

Lord  I'l  be  gone  &  to  them  say  as  thou  dost  me  command 
Twenty  two  thousand  are  return'd,  &  there  stay  but  ten  thousand 

God 

Gedeon  the  multitud's  yet  great :  go  lead  them  to  the  waters 
&  such  as  water  lapp  lyke  dogs  continue  them  still  for  souldiers    210 
The  rest  that  kneelinge  drynke  lyke  men,  let  them  dismissed  bee 

Gedeon 

Lord  I'l  be  gone  forth  wth  agayne  &  do  as  thou  hast  bidden 1  mee 
Those  Lord  that  water  lapt  lyke  dogs  are  but  only  three  hundred 

God 

In  those  three  hundred  men  you  shall  from  madian  be  deliuered 
by  mee:  Let  all  the  rest  returne  agayne  into  their  place  3i6 

Gedeon 
wth  that  three  hundred  lord  then  1 1  march  on  euen  as  thou  sayes 

God 
Gedeon  aryse. 

Ged[eon]. 
Here  lord, 
1  MS.  biddem. 
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God. 

Now  downe  to  madian  streight  be  gone 
whyle  yt's  yet  night,  for  to  thee  yt's  deliuer'd.  But  yf  alone 
thou  be  afrayd  to  go,  Let  thy  seruant  phara  go  wth  thee. 
220  And  when  that  thou  shalt  heare  them  speake,  thy  hand  shall 

strengthned  bee 

&  thou  shalt  better  courage  haue  to  sett  vpon  thyne  enemyes 
who  now  doth  scattered  lye  below  the  hill  downe  in  the  valleys 

Gedepn. 

Vpon  thy  word  lord  I'l  be  gone  wth  phara  only  wth  mee 
to  Madians  campe,  &  listen  what  they  say  this  same  night  secretly. 
225  Now  are  we  come  to  the  part  of  the  campe  where  the  watch  lyeth : 
Harke  one  ys  talkeinge  to  an  other :  Let's  marke  the  tale  he  telleth 

Sulcus 

Neighbour  I  had  a  dreame,  &  there  in  methought  I  did  see 
rowlinge  to  madians  campe  as  yt  were  a  harth  loafe  of  barly 
&  when  yt  to  the  tabernacle  came  yt  threwe  yt  downe 
280  flatt  to  the  earth,  what 1  thinke  you  there  of  ys  th'interpretation? 

Bembo. 

No  other  thinge  at  all  but  Gedeons  sword  there  by  ys  signify ed: 
for  the  Lord  hath  Madian,  &  all  their  campe  to  hym  deliuered 

Gedeon 

This  dreame  wth  yt  interpretation  doth  geue  me  good  content 
gods  name  be  prays'd.  Now  let's  be  gone  to  Israels  campe  inconti 
nent: 
285  Israeli  aryse,  for  our  lord  hath  madian  to  vs  deliuered. 

Now  haue  I  (as  you  know)  my  host  into  three  parts  diuided : 
&  both  you  &  the  rest  shall  empty  pitchers  wth  you  cary 
&  lamps  &  trumpets  in  jour  hands,  &  I  your  guyde  will  bee. 
[f ol.  109»]  An  do  you  as  I  do :  &  when  you  heare  my  Trumpet  sound, 
240  sound  also  yours,  &  crye  about  the  campe  to  gether  round: 
To  our  lord  &  to  Gedeon :  &  where  the  watch  ys  we'l  begin 
to  enter  first :  &  so  soone  as  you  shall  be  all  wth  in 
into  three  seuerall  places  go,  &  as  you  there  stand  round 
about  the  campe,  yowr  pitchers  clapp,  &  Trumpetts  sound 
245  that  in  your  right  hands  are,  when  that  your  pitchers  broken  bee. 
&  then  houldinge  your  lampes  in  your  lefte  hands,  together  cry 
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The  sword  of  our  lord  &  of  Gedeon,  &  what  will  there  of  follow 
referre  to  god,  who  promysed  hath  the  victory  vnto  you. 

Israelits 
The  sword  of  our  Lord  &  of  Gedeon:  To  our  Lord  &  to  Gedeon 

Madian 
Alas  for  wo,  what  shall  we  do?  we  shall  be  slayne  ech  one  250 

Israelits 
The  sword  of  our  lord  &  of  Gedeon :  To  our  Lord  &  to  Gedeon 

Gedeon 

Lo  they  haue  murdred  one  an  other:  &  some  are  fledd  &  gone: 
lets  them  pursew  wth  shouts  &  cryes :  to  our  Lord  &  to  Gedeon 
The  sword  of  our  lord  &  of  Gedeon:  to  our  lord  &  to  Gedeon 

chorus 

Gedeon  pursewed  hath  his  foes  beyond  the  Riuer  lordane  355 

&  there  of  Madian  are  a  hundred  twenty  thousand  slayne 
&  fiftene  thousand  did  escape  but  since  haue  bene  surprised 
on  the  east  syde  of  Nobe,  when  that  they  no  mischaunce  suspected 
Amongst  whom  were  two  kings  of  madian.  They  also  ouerthrew 
the  men  of  Soccoth,  &  th' Ancients  there  of  in  peeces  drew  2eo 

wth  thornes  because  they  would  not  them  releeue,  when  they  pur- 
sewed 
the  madionittes:  And  phanuels  Tower  for  the  same  cause  they 

ruyned 

Since  wch  tyme  madian  neuer  could  their  neckes  lift  vp  agayne 
so  that  Israel  for  fourty  yeares  in  quietnes  did  remayne 
till  Gedeons  death:  But  then  they  fell  agayne  vnto  Idolatry          aes 
&  wth  Baal  they  a  couenant  made  that  he  their  god  should  bee 
forgettinge  quite  how  our  lord  had  them  from  their  foes  deliuered 

&  lerobaals  sonne  Abimalech,  whom  he  by  a  concubin  had 

did  of  his  mothers  brethren  (who  in  sichem  dwelt)  craue  ayd        27o 

&  they  gaue  hym  a  mighty  masse  of  money,  where  wth  he  hyred 

a  company  of  needy  men,  &  vacabonds,  who  hym  followed 

&  to  his  fathers  house  he  went  &  murdred  all  his  brethren 

lerobaals  sonnes  vpon  one  stone,  in  number  seuenty  men 

only  loatham  the  yongst  by  hydinge  of  hym  self  escaped  27i» 

&  afterward  the  men  of  sichem  Abimalech  kinge  created: 

wch  when  loatham  had  heard  he  sayd  vnto  the  men  of  Sichem      [fol.  109b] 

yf  you  haue  dealt  well  wth  me  &  the  rest  of  Gedeons  children 
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then  in  Abimalech  reioyce  this  day,  &  hee  in  you 

980  but  yf  iniustly  you  haue  dealt  wth  vs,  let  fyre  issue ' 

from  hym  &  th'inhabitants  consume  of  Sichem  &  of  Mello 

&  from  them  both  for  to  consume  Abimalech  let  fyre  go. 

wch  thinges  when  he  had  to  them  sayd  he  lefte  them  there  to  gether 

&  into  Bera  fledde  for  feare  of  Abimalech  his  Brother. 

«85  But  god  remorse  of  conscience  to  the  Sichemits  suggested 
in  so  much  that  they  shortly  after  Abimalech  detested 
for  murderinge  of  lerobaal  Gedeons  sonnes :  &  Gaal  the  sonne 
of  Obed  did  conspyre  his  ouerthrow:  yet  in  conclusion 
Abimalech  Mello  their  confederats  &  citty  wholly  waysted 

ago  &  on  them  to  reuenge  hym  self  the  more,  salt  in  yt  sowed. 
wch  done  he  went  to  Thebes  &  yt  besieged  wth  his  Army 
&  there  in 2  was  a  Tower  to  wch  th'inhabitans  fledd  for  safty 
vnder  wch  when  Abimelech  came,  There  was  aboue  a  woman 
who  hurlinge  a  peece  of  a  mylstone  downe  did  breake  his  brayne 

295  but  beinge  not  kild  out  right,  hee  forthwth  cald  to  hym  his  squyre ;J 
&  that  he  would  draw  out  his  sword  &  kill  hym,  did  desyre 
lest  yt  perhaps  be  sayd  (quoth  he)  I  was  slayne  by  a  woman 

So  god  repayd  Abimalechs  yll  wch  he  before  had  done 
s»oo  As  Sichemitts  also  both  wth  death,  &  the  losse  of  their  towne 
&  so  the  curse  of  loatham  Gedeons  sonne  vpon  them  fell 
when  that  Abimalech  had  three  yeares  bene  ruler  ouer  Israeli. 
&  Thola  hym  succed'd,  who  three  &  twenty  yeares  did 4  sitt 
as  ludge:  &  next  to  hym  twenty  two  yeare  sate  lair  the  Galaadite 
805  after  whose  death  the  Israelits  agayne  fell  to  Idolatry 

for  wch  into  the  philisthijmes  hands  they  now  committed  bee 
by  whom  they  are  oppressed  sore,  &  eightene  yeares  haue  beene 
as  well  they  haue  deseru'd  by  reason  of  their  heynous  synne 
And  how  longe  they  shall  thus  afflicted  be  as  yet's  not  knowne 
sio  but  you  shall  vnderstand  in  tyme.  So  hence  I  will  be  gone. 
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Mobal      )  n  .     , 

~       ,          Galaads  sonnes 

Gryphus  V 

„  ,  legitimate 

Polax 


The  Actors     Nuncius 


Names 


lephte  Galaads  sonne  &  ludge  of  Israeli 


Ardellio  KT  , .  „  _,  .     , 

>  Noblemen  of  Galaad 


Burbo     j 

God 

Legatus 

Kinge  of  Ammon. 

filia  lephte 

Mobal 

lephte  though  we  can  not  deny  but  thou  art  Galaads  sonne 
a  Galaadite,  &  lusty  warrier,  whose  valure  is  well  knowne 
to  vs  thy  brethren  &  thy  countrymen,  yet  syth  thou  art 
a  Harlotts  sonne,  &  not  our  mothers,  thou  must  from  hence  depart 
&  no  inheritance  haue  wth  vs,  wch  to  legitimate  children 
of  right  belonges,  &  not  to  such  as  basely  are  begotten. 

lephte. 

Brothers  I  sory  am  to  leaue  my  fathers  house  &  country 
by  th' Ammonits  perplexed  thus :  But  syth  there  ys  no  other  remedy 
I'l  both  forsake,  &  to  the  land  of  Tob  go,  &  there  dwell 
an  other  land's  as  good  for  me  as  this.  So  fare  you  well. 

Gryphus. 

So  now  we  are  rydd  of  this  Harlotts  bratt :  yf  that  we  were 
as  well  shutt  of  the  sonnes  of  Amwzon  we  might  lyue  out  of  feare: 
But  how  that  may  be  brought  to  passe  I  hardly  can  deuyse 
because  their  number's  very  greate,  &  they  are  potent  enemyes. 

polax 

Yt's  true:  &  yet  to  free  our  selues  •  yt  standeth  vs  vpon 
wherefore  about  yt  to  consult  let's  forth  wth  hence  begone 

lephte. 

Now  am  I  in  the  Land  of  Tob  aryu'd  where  I  do  fynde 
the  people  vnto  me  (though  lately  come)  frendly  &  kynde 
&  many  of  them  willinge  are  to  serue  me  in  the  warres 
(though  of  the  Baser  sort)  whom  I  haue  intertayn'd  as  Souldiers 


126  Stonyhurst  Pageants. 

&  will  do  mo,  yf  they  make  suite,  for  I  shall  haue  imployment 
I  hope  for  them:  wherefore  I'l  go,  &  geue  mo  intertaynment. 

Nuncius 

Since  lair  the  Galaadite  dyed  who  twenty  two  yeares  Israeli  iudged 
&  was  wth  thirty  sonnes  princes  of  thirty  cettyes  blessed, 
[fol.llla]  The  Israelits  as  you  haue  heard,  are  fallen  to  Idolatry 
,>)^5    26  agayne,  &  our  Lord  god  forsaken  haue,  for  wch  they  bee 
.  *»  by  hym  into  the  philisthimes  &  the  Ammonits  hands  deliuered 

by  whome  they  haue  the  space  of  Eightene  yeares  bene  sore 

oppressed 

wch  hath  inforct  them  to  repent,  &  cry  to  god  for  mercy 
so  &  what  successe  their  suite  will  haue  shall  straight  apparent  bee 
yj:  you  will  but  geue  eare  a  while,  &  listen  w^  attention. 
to  what  shall  be  here  after  sayd.  And  so  I  will  be  gone 

Ardellio,  Mobal,  Burbo,  Gryphus  et  ceteri. 
Lord  wth  one  heart  &  voyce  we  prostrate  here  before  thee  fall 
confessinge  our  synne  in  forsakeinge  thee,  &  seruinge  Baal 

God. 

as  Haue  you  not  bene  oppressed  both  by  th' Amorrheits  &  th'^Egiptians 
&  by  the  Ammonits  Phylisthins,  Amelec,  Ghananits  &  Sidonians? 
&  when  you  cry'd  to  mee,  out  of  their  hands  I  you  deliuered, 
&  yet  you  haue  forsaken  mee,  &  other  strange  gods  worshipped. 
Wherefore  I  will  deliuer  you  no  more.  Go  now  &  call 
40  vpon  the  gods  wch  for  me  you  haue  chosen  Astoroth  &  Baal 
Let  them  saue  &  deliuer  you  in  the 1  tyme  of  your  distresse 

Ardellio,  Mobal  et  ceteri. 

Lord  we  haue  sinn'd:  render  to  vs  what  s'euer  doth  the  please, 
only  deliuer  vs  now,  &  wee'l  cast  our  strange  gods  away 
out  of  our  coasts  &  serue  our  Lord  for  euer  &  for  ay 
46  Lo  Lord  all  th'Idolls  of  strange  gods  away  we  haue  now  hurled 

God 
And  for  your  miseries  I  am  sory :  &  you  shall  be  releeued. 

Mobal,  Burbo  et  ceteri. 
Thankes  Lord. 

Ardellio. 

Princes  &  Neighbours  now  let's  go  agaynst  our  enemies 
syth  god's  our  frende,  &  promised  hath  for  to  releeue  our  myseryes. 
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And  let  hym  be  Duke  of  our  people  that  first  begins  to  fight 

&  shall  incounter  wth  our  foe  &  aduersary  the  Ammonite  60 

who  in  our  country  Galaad  hath  allready  pitcht  his  Tent 

Burbo 

By  my  aduise  let's  go  &  fetch  to  vs  lephte  incontinent 
agayne  out  of  the  Land  of  Tob,  for  hee's  a  gallant  souldier 
&  none's  so  fitt  amongst  vs  all  as  he  to  be  our  Leader 
yf  we  can  hym  persuade  to  come  agayne  backe  to  his  country      66     pi^*^ 

Ardellio,  Moball  ei  ceteri. 
Yowr  counsayle's  good,  we  lyke  yt  well,  Let's  go  send  for  hym 

presently 
Gome  lephte  be  our  prince,  &  fight  agaynst  children  of  Ammon 

lephte. 

Are  not  you  they  that  hated  mee?  &  did  you  not  abandon 
&  dryue  me  from  my  fathers  house?  And  forced  by  necessity 
are  you  come  to  me  now  for  ayde  &  help  in  your  extremity? 

Mobal 

for  this  cause  we  are  come  to  thee,  that  thou  mayst  wth  vs  go 
agaynst  children  of  Ammon  for  to  fight  our  mortall  foe. 
&  be  the  captayne  of  our  people  that  in  galaad  dwell  [fol.lllb] 

lephte 

Yf  vnto  mee  you  be  sincerely  come  to  craue  my  counsell 
&  help  agaynst  children  of  Ammon,  yf  our  lord  should  deliuer      65 
them  vp  into  your  hands,  Shall  I  then  be  your  prince  &  leader? 

Ardellio 

Our  Lord  that  heareth  all  these  thinges  hym  selfe  shall  witnesse  bee 
that  we  will  faythfully  performe  all  that  we  haue  now  promis'd  thee 

lephte. 

Then  will  I  wth  you  go  &  vnto  Amwon  send  a  messenger 
some  questions  to  propose  to  hym  ere  wth  hym  I  incounter.          70 
In  the  meane  space  we'l  ready  make  all  things  that  needfull  bee 
for  the  resistinge  of  so  *  potent  &  so  stronge  an  enemy 

Legatus 

Great  kinge  of  Ammon  I  am  come  to  thee8  for  to  demaund 
in  lephte  prince  of  Galaads  name  why  thou  dost  waist  his  land? 

Kinge  of  Ammon 
Because  Israel  my  land  tooke  when  as  out  of  ^Egypt  hee  75 
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ascended,  wch  from  Arnon  to  laboc  &  Jordan  lye 

wherefore  let  hym  wth  peace  now  of  the  same  make  restitution 

Legatus. 

Israel  tooke  not  the  land  of  Moab  nor  the  childrens  of  Amwon 
But  when  he  out  of  ^Egypt  came  he  through  the  desert  walked 
so  vnto  the  redd  sea  &  to  cades,  &  thence  messengers  directed 
vnto  the  kinge  of  Edom  sayinge:  Let  me  passe  through  thy  land. 
The  lyke  request  he  made  to  Moab :  but  neyther  his  demaund 
would  graunt:  wherefore  he  stay'd  hi  cades;  &  afterward  he 

compassed 

the  Lands  of  Edom  &  of  moab,  &  beyond  Arnon  camped 
as  where  on  Moab  borders,  &  he  would  not  into  Moab  enter. 

He  sent  to  Sehon  kinge  of  th'Amorrheitsalso,  who  would  not  suffer 
hym  to  passe  through  his  land  but  rays'd  agaynst  hym  a  great  army 
&  our  Lord  vnto  Israel  deliuered  hym  &  his  country. 
And  wilt  thou  now  possesse  his  land  wch  god  to  hym  deliuered? 
90  Are  not  those  things  due  to  the  wch  chamos  thy  god  possessed? 
why  then  shall  not  these  things  be  ours  wch  god  obtaynd  as 

concjuerour  ? 

vnlesse  perhaps  thou  better  be  then  Balac  sonne  of  sephor 
jjM"  the  kinge  of  Moab,  or  canst  shew  that  he  agaynst  Israel  wrangled 

or  fought  wth  hym  whylst  he  in  ye  litle  Towns  of  Hesebon  dwelled 
06  or  in  all  the  citties  nere  to  lordan  for  three  hundred  yeares 
in  all  wch  tyme  thou  hast  not  yt  reclaym'd  J  as  appeares 
&  therefore  he  in  keepinge  yt  no  wronge  at  all  doth  offer  thee 
but  in  denouncinge  vniust  warrs  thou  dost  to  hym  great  iniury. 
[fol.ll2»]  tow- lord  be  Arbiter 'this  day  betwene  Israel,  &  Ammon. 

Kinge  of  Ammon. 

100  What  we  haue  done  we  will  mantayne:  &  so  thou  may  be  gone 
&  vnto  lephte  signify  so  much  in  Ammons  name, 
who  not  wth  standinge  his  prescription  agayne  those  countries 

clay  me, 

where  now  he  dwells,  &  will  them  repossesse  by  dint  of  sword 
in  spyte  of  lephte  &  the  Israelits :  So  bringe  them  word 
io6  from  mee:  &  tell  hym  I  his  message  scorne,  &  so  adewe 

Legatus. 
Ammon  I  will,  &  thou  perhaps  this  thy  contempt  may  rewe. 


corrected  from  reclaym'ed. 
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To  lephte  ludge  of  Israel  now  this  message  I'l  go  beare.  | 
But  stay  in^asjiltjtyme^as^I  ^could  wish  he  cometh  here  / 
lephte  most  valiant  prince  thy  worthy  message  Ammon  scornetb 
&  sayth  the  land  wch  you  possesse  to  hym  self  apperteyneth         no 
&  hautely  vnto  your  honour  he  sendes  by  me  this  worde 
that  in  dispite  of  you  he'l  winne  the  same  by  dint  of  sworde 

lephte 

He  might  haue  sayd  yf  god  will  hym  permitt,  whose  powerf ull  spyrit 
imboldneth  me  wtb  out  delay  hym  in  the  field  to  meete. 
And  to  our  Lord  I  make  a  vow  yf  he  graunt  me  the  victory          tiB 
&  make  the  sonnes  of  Ammon  in  these  warres  subiect  vnto  mee 
(who)s'euer  first  out  of  the  dores  of  my  house  comes  &  meetes  mee 
injieace  returninge,  to  our  lord  *  shall  sacrificed  bee 
in  token  of  my  thankfull  mynd,  for  I  assured  am 
that  yf  I  gett  the  victory  yt's  god  that  geues  the  same  iflo 

In  whom  puttinge  my  confidence  agaynst  Amon  I'l  go 
although  my  Army  is  but  smale,  &  he  a  potent  foe 
I  see  thou  neuer  fayles  them  lord  who  do  relye  vpon  thee 

-^ -v_^-~- — • —         -»*  -"—^ , — •— •^_*-— •«— • V^-— "*^*"«<v-x — -^_  —  ^  -    , .  - 

&  I  most  humble  thankes  vnto  thee  render  for  this  victory 

agaynst  the  sonnes  of  Ammon,  whom  thou  by  thy  mighty  power  195 

subdued  hast,  for  wch  thy  holy  name  be  prays'd  for  euer 

And  the  vow  that  I  made  to  thee  I'l  faythfully  performe 

by  sacrificmge  the_fitstjhmge  I  meete  at  my  returne 

thatjmt  of  my  house  dore  shall  come.  Alas  &  wayle  a  day 

first  out  at  dores  my  daughter  comes  before  me  for  to  play  so 

vpon  her  timbrel!  wth  her  maydes,  who  dauncinge  follow  after 

in  token  of  the  ioy  they  haue  concerned 2  for  the  slaughter 

of  th'Ammonitts,  wch  I  haue  made,  &  for  my  glorious  victory. 

Alas  pore  soule  shee  Htle  dreames  that  shee  must  dye  so  shortly. 

Yf  my  owne  death  would  satisfy  my  vow  I  would  dye  for  her:      186 

But  shee  yt  ys  that  meetes  me  first  that  must  dye  &  no  other. 

for  sorrow  I  can  not  choose  but  rent  the  garments  of  my  backe : 

^yth  no  meanes  there  ys  lefte  to  saue  her  lyffe,  alack,  alack.  fi*^ \t<£ 

my  vow  ys  made  &  that  to  god  who  looketh  for  performance 

there  of,  &  yf  I  breake  yt  may  iustly  take  on  me  vengeance.         1*0     <$y  ft 

Offence  y  t  ys  wth  the  performance  of  my  vow  to  linger  [fol.H2t>] 

&  grief e  yt  will  be 8  to  vs  both  yf  I  there  wth  acquaint  her. 

1  Interlined  above.  a  Altered  from  conceiu'd. 

8  Interlined  above. 
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But  rather  then  I'l  god  offend,  my  lyfe  I  hazard  will 
&  for  a  sacrifice  to  god  myne  only  daughter  kill. 

filia  lephte 

MB  Lord  god  of  hosts  for  euer  more  let  thy  name  praysed  bee 
who  to  my  father  geuen  hast  so  glorious  a  victory 
agaynst  children  of  Ammon  who  are  now  quite  ouerthrowne 
for  woh  through  all  coasts  of  the  world  thy  fame  shall  be  made 
knowne 

lephte 
If  that  I  were  not  comfortlesse  this  musicke  would  delight  mee 

no  shee  plays  so  well,  obserues  such  tyme,  &  singeth  so  melodiously. 
Yf  I  geue  eare  there  to  a  while  I  shall  my  self  forgett 
wherefore  the  tyme  no  longer  I'l  delay,  but  forth  w^  Jett__^ 
her  vnderstand  what  I  haue  done.  Daughter  thou  hast  deceiu'dmee 
&  art  deceiu'd  thy  self,  for  my  worcFsTpast  to  god  almighty 

165  that  who  so  euer  mett  me  first  returninge  back  wth  victory 
(as  thou  hast  done)  vnto  our  lord  should  sacrificed  bee 
and  the  word  may  not  be  recald  that  to  our  lord  ys  passed 

filia  lephte 

father  vnto  mee  do  what  s'euer  you  to  god  haue  promised 
Syth  he  hath  graunted  you  the  victory  ouer  yowr  enemyes 

no  only  I  one  petition  do  request  of  you,  wch  ys 

that  in  the  mountaynes  wth  my  fellowes  I  may  suffred  bee 
for  the  space  of  two  monthes  to  go  &  bewayle  my  virginity 

lephte 

Daughter  I'l  geue  the  leaue  to  go,  &  that  wth  all  my  heart 
&  when  that  tyme's  expird  returne  to  mee:  so  hence  depart 

tee  garments  for  mourninge  to  prepare  for  thee  &  all  thy  followers 
&  I'l  returne  vnto  my  campe,  &  see  my  wearyed  souldiers 
who  ventred  haue  their  lyues  wth  me  agaynst  the  sonnes  of  Ammon 
whom  vtterly  we  ouerthrew  &  brought  to  our  subiection, 
&  twenty  citties  taken  haue  that  vnto  them  belonged 

170  wthlosse  of  few  of  our  owne  men:  for  wch  gods  name  bepraysed: 
yet  all  this  will  not  make  my  joy  complete,  when  I  remember 
&  think?  vppn  the  death;  that's  imminent  of  myne  only  daughter, 
who  now  hath  but  two  monthes  to  lyue,  &  bewayle  her  virginity 
wth  her  companions  in  the  mountaynes,  &  then  returne  vnto  mee 

ITB  for  to  receiue  the  fatall  stroke  wch  I  haue  vow'd  to  geue. 
But  I'l  no  longer  talke  there  of  for  yt  doth  mee  but  greeue, 
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&  will  do  her  no  good  :  wherefore  these  thoughts  for  to  expell 
I  into  Maspha  will  returne  to  the  children  of  Israel. 

filia  lephte 

fellow  virgins  you  acquainted  are  how  the  case  standeth  wth  me 
&  I  haue  chosen  you  for  companions  to  bewayle  my  virginity       i$o 
here  in  the  mountaynes  *,  for  yt  is  opprobrious  to  be  barren          [fol.H3»] 
&  to  depart  out  of  thys  world  before  that  one  haue  children 
as  yt  must  be  my  happ  to  do,  for  my  father  hath  vowed 
that  after  two  monthes  space  I  must  vnto  our  lord  be  sacrificed 
for  I  mett  hym  the  first  of  all  returninge  home  wth  victory  ,»» 

w^niejQ3£r^^pjnifqrt_  brought  then  mjrjwnejdeath  doth  make 

me  sory 

for  1^  was  borne  wth  bond  to  make  of  my  lyfe  restitution 
&  by  my  death  I  also  shall  discharge  the  obligation 
where  wth  my  father  tyed  hym  self:  &  we  shall  both  be 
he  for  to  lyue  wth  Israeli,  &  I  wth  god  almig;hty  190 

&  besyds  that  our  countrjTys  rroln~th'^mbnits  deliuered 
by  whom  in  former  tymes  exceedinge  sore  yt  was  oppressed 
So  that  although  yt  be  my  happ  for  to  bringe  forth  no  children 
yet  many  in  my  country  may  be  borne  of  other  women 
to  recompence  my  barrennes,  wch  to  haue  come  to  passe  it» 

but  that  my  father  gott  this  victory  vnlykly  was  ^ 

&  he  the  conquest  had  not  wonne  perhaps  but  that  he  vowed          \/VvJ  v 


out  pf  his  zeale,  that  the  first  thinge  that  mett  hym  should  be  offred 

Iby  hym  in  sacrifice  to  god  :  &  therefore  yt's  conuenient 

that  he  the  couenant  should  performe  he  made  to  god  omnipotent,  too 

{  And  the  dearer  I  am  to  hym  so  much  more  louejie  sheweth 
to  god  in  that  he  will  not  spare  me  whom  he  so  much  Ipueth. 

i   And  lykewyse  I  will  shew  my  loue  both  to  god  &  my  father 
&  death  at  their  goodwill  &  pleasure  most  willingly  will  suffer 
foTsati^faction  of  the  debt  wch  to  them  both  I  owe  •<>• 

to  th'one  by  reason  of  my  sinne,  to  th'other  for  his  vow  J 

Wherefore  till  these  two  monthes  be  past  I'l  wth  you  virgins  mourne 
here  in  the  hills,  &  then  vnto  my  father  backe  returne.  f^' 

&  to  expresse  our  sorrowfull  hearts  some  dolefull  tune  lett's  play 
vpon  our  instruments  there  wth  to  passe  the  tyme  away.  *io 

So  now  the*  tyme  of  my  returne's  expir'd,  I  wiU  be  gone 
vnto  my  father  whom  I  lefte  makeinge  for  me  greate  mone 

1  MS.  moumtaynes?  *  MS.  the  is  repeated. 

9* 
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lephte 

Daughter  I  pray  theejpatience  haue,  &  take  death  in  good  part e 
as  I  do  hope  thou  wilt  syth  for  the  same  prepar'd  thou  art 

filia  lephte 

father  performe  your  vow  to  god,  &  that  wth  all  alacrity 
for  vnto  me  death  welcome  ys  syth  you  haue  gott  the  victory 
agaynst  your  foes  by  gods  good  help,  who  lookes  that  you 

lykewyse 

accordinge  to  your  vow  should  offer  me  to  hym  in  sacrifice, 
wherefore  no  longer  make  delay  for  to  dye  I  am  willinge 
220  &  for  your  last  farewell  father  bestow  on  me  your  blessinge 
fol.113*]  lephte 

j  Thy  words  sweete  daughter  pearce  my  heart  &  make  me  for  to 

WfW*    J  ,          j 

^  r  sheede 

teares  from  myne  eyes,  &  will  not  lett  my  hands  performe  this 
\  deede. 

filia  lephte. 

What  father  will  you  *  not  performe  the  vow  to  god  you  made, 
who  was  the  cause  so  good  successe  agaynst  your  foes  you  had? 
gas  So  may  you  god  offend:  &  thinkeinge  my  lyfe  for  to  saue 
both  loose  yt  &  your  owne,  &  all  the  subiects  els  you  haue, 
as  in  the  late  warres  you  had  done,  but  that  god  fought  for  you, 
&  lykely  ys  you  shall  here  after  yf  you  breake  your  vow 
Wherefore  deare  father  courage  take,  for  I  am  no  whit  daunted 
230  wth  death,  but  wish  wfch  all  my  heart  your  vow  may  be  obserued 

lephte. 

Thy  resolution  daughter's  great :  &  glad  I  am  to  jiee 
(a  thinge  rare  in  the  femal  sexe)  the  willinge  for  to  dye 
&  syth  thou  art  resolued  so  to  do,  lyke  wyse  I  will 
the  offer  vp  in  sacrifice  my  vow  for  to  fulfill 
986  where  fore  prepare  thy  selffe. 

Daughter]. 

father,  I  will.   Now  I  am  ready 
lephte. 
Then  here  ly  downe. 

Daughter]. 
Wth  all  my  heart:  now  father  do  your  duty, 

1  Ms.  you  is  repeated. 
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lephte 

God  lord  receiue  this  sacrifice  of  this  my  only  daughter 
whom  as  a  token  of  my  thankfulnes  to  the  I  offer 
for  that  thou  hast  the  Amwonits  into  my  hands  deliuered 
by  whom  for  many  j^res  together  my  country  was  oppressed 
&  for  this  conquest(thy  f ame  shall  throughout  the  world  be  blowne 
syth  but  for  thy  assistance  lord  we  had  bene  ouerthrowne 
&  the  daughters  of  Israel  shall  assembled  be  together 
once  euery  yeare,  &  mourne  f oure  days  for  the  death  of  my  daughter 
wch  j  my  geif^  &  those  that  in  my  place  succeede  shall  see 
perform'd  in  memory  of  my  daughters  death  &  my  great  victory. 
And  that  this  custome  may  the  better  be  obseru'd,  I'l  go 
&  here  wth  both  acquaint  the  peares  &  people  of  Israel  also 

Nuncius 

Now  lephtes  vow  you  haue  both  heard  &  seene  yt  also  executed 
&  spin^amongst  you  may  perhaps  there  at  be  scandalized 
thinkinge  that  yt  was  rashly  made,  &  perform'd  vnaduisedly 
but  in  your  censures  of  hym  I  could  wish  you  to  be  wary 
for  though  in  vowinge  for  to  sacrifice  who  or  what  s'euer 
first  mett  hym  comminge  home  wth  victory  (wch  by  hap  was  his 

daughter 

Syth  he  no  speciall  warrant  had  from  god)  yt's  very  probable       ass 
he  did  offend :  for  some  thinges  were  by  the  Law  not  sacrificable 
of  wch  sort  men  &  women  bee,  yet  all  this  not  wth  standinge 
he  synned  not  but  rather  gods  wrath  pacifie'd  by  performinge 
his  vow,  whose  will  for  punishment  of  his  synne  yt  sem'd  to  bee  [fol.ll4»J 
that  he  should  sacrifice  his  owne  daughter,  whom  he  did  loue  so  300 

dearly 

syth  by  his  diuine  prouidence  she  mett  hym  the  first  of  all, 
whose  lyfe  yf  he  had  spar'd  he  might  haue  bene  thought  to  be 

partiall 

rather  out  of  his  naturall  loue  &  fatherly  affection 
vnto  his  only  child,  then  for  th'vnlawfulnes  of  th'  action 
Sith  god  before  this  tyme  had  Abraham  commanded  lykwyse       3«» 
vnto  hym  for  to  offer  vp  his  only  sonne  in  sacrifice 
though  afterward  he  would  not  yt  permit  for  to  be  done 
when  he  his  promptnes  saw  to  put  the  same  in  execution 
but  in  his  place  an  other  host  he  out  of  hand  prepared 
though  here  not  so.  Andby  her 
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but  rather  profitt  got  there  by,  for  all  mankynd  must  dye 
through  Adams  synne,  at  gods  appoynted  tyme:  &  from  much 

misery 

here  in  this  world  shee's  freed.  And  she  died  wth  her  owne  consent 
(wch  seemes  to  be  by  gods  instinct)  &  shee  was  also  innocent 

•75  &  there  fore  now  her  blessed  soule  ys  in  a  ioyfull  place: 
where  as  yf  she  had  longer  lyu'd,  though  but  a  litle  space 
she  might  haue  fallen  into  synne,  beinge  prone  there  to  by  nature 
&  both  in  this  world  &  the  next  haue  lost  gods  loue  &  fauour. 
And  though  her  father  did  offend  by  vowinge  vnaduisedly 

•so  as  his  repentance  meetinge  first  his  daughter  shewed  playnly: 
yet  hym  wth  godly  feare  &  dreede  god  did  permitt  &  suffer 
to  his  owne  bitter  payne,  to  sacrifice  his  only  daugther 
&  for  to  institute  for  herj^eariy  ja^ejntatipn 

*  to  th'ende  that  others  might  make  their  vowes  wth  more  circum- 

\^\^\^^^^^^\^\^^^^ 

c  &>*  v  8P£ctipn 

And  her  prompfnes  in  offeringe  of1  her  selffefor  to  be  sacrificed 
ase  her  fathers  fault  did  much  extenuat,  or  his  fact  wholly  iustified 
Where  fore  I  wish  ech  one  to  iudge  indifferently  of  his  action 
&  leaue  yt  vnto  god  to  whom  the^secret'st  /thinges  are  knowne 
&  shall  reuealed  be,  &  iustly  a,s  they  haue  deserued 
•«o  receiue  rewarde,  in  their  due  tyme  &  place  by  god  appoynted 
So  hopinge  you  your  censures  will  suspend,  or  iudge  the  best 
I  will  be  gone  &1feaue  to  tyme  discouery  jif  the  rest. 


1  Interlined  above. 
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Nuncius 

Vxor  Manue  mother  to  Samson 

Manue  Samsons  father. 

Angel 

Strutho  }  ,         , ..,     .,.  .  .          , 

_.     ,       }  two  of  the  thirty  companions  of  samson. 

Phorbus  J 

Byrsa  Samsons  wyfe 

Morio 

Ochas 

Bezac        m       _,,.,.  ... 

Two  Philishijm  princes. 


>  Two  men  of  luda. 


The  Actors 
Names. 


Subeg 

Dalila  a  woman  that  Samson  loued. 

Barber. 

Binzo      j 

Larmus  \  Three  philisthijm  princes. 

Topas     J 

Nuncius. 

After  the  victory  that  lephte  gott  agaynst  the  Ammonites 
a  great  sedition  raysed  was  agaynst  hym  by  the  Ephraits 
who  threatned  for  to  burne  his  house  though  no  iust  cause  they  had 
there  of,  but  pickt  a  quarell  agaynst  hym  &  the  men  of  Galaad. 
But  lephte  when  that  no  myld  answeare  would  Ephraim  appease 
but  rather  did  agaynst  all  reason  them  more  &  more  displease, 
The  Galaadits  he  wth  hym  tooke  &  mett  them  in  the  field 
where  of  them  two  &  twenty  thousand  deseruedly  hee  kild 
Amongst  whom  that  flede,  requested  them  to  lett  hym  passe 
protestinge  earnestly  to  them  that  he  no  Ephrait  was. 
They  bade  hym  then  schibboleth  pronounce  (wch  ys  an  eare  of  corne) 
Sibboleth  quoth  he  (for  none  of  them  that  were  in  Ephraim  borne 
were  able  to  expresse  an  eare  of  corne  by  the  same  letter) 
wherefore  immediatly  they  kild  hym  as  they  had  the  other. 
And  when  for  the  space  of  Six  yeares  lephte  had  Israel  iudged 
he  dyed,  &  in  his  place  Abesan  of  Ephraim  hym  succeeded, 
who  thirty  sonnes  &  thirty  Daughters  had,  wch  he  bestowed 
in  mariage,  &  dyed  when  he  seuen  yeares  had  Israel  iudged. 
And  after  hym  Ahialon  iudg'd  Israel  for  ten  yeares  space, 
&  dyed  then:  And  Abdon  was  elected  in  his  place, 
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whom  god  did  blesse  wth  fourty  sonnes  &  thirty  Nephews  also 
mounted  vpon  seuenty  Asse  colts,  for  vsually  they  rydd  so : 
[fol.  115b]  &  eight  yeares  he  did  Israel  iudge,  &  this  lyfe  departed 

&  since  his  death  Israel  agayne  agaynst  our  Lorfd]  hath  synned 

25  for  wch  god  hath  deliuered  them  vp  into  the  philisthijmes  hands 
who  now  full  fourty  yeares  haue  prayd  vpon  them  &  their  lands 
And  what  redresse  here  after  they  shall  fynd  as  yet's  not  knowne 
but  listen  &  yt  will  appeare  in  tyme :  so  Fl  be  gone. 

Vxor  Manue. 
Who's  this  wth  such  a  terrible  face  &  countenance  Angelicall? 

so  Whence  do  you  come,  &  by  what  name  (good  sir)  may  I  you  call? 

Angell 

Good  woman  Manues  wyfe  of  saraa,  &  the  stocke  of  Dan 
thou  barren  art,  &  children  wants,  but  thou  by  thy  goodman 
conceiue  shall  &  bringe  forth  a  sonne.  wherefore  see  thou  refrayne 
drynke  of  sicer  &  wyne,  &  all  such  meates  as  are  vncleane 

as  because  thou  shalt  conceiue  &  beare  a  sonne,  whose  head  the  raser 
shall  not  touch,  for  from's  infancy  &  the  wombe  of  his  mother 
he  shall  a  Nazarite  be  of  god,  &  begin  to  deliuer 
the  Israelits  out  of  the  cruell  phylisthijms  hands  &  power 

Vxor  Manue 
What  are  you  gone  ?  Husband  I  wish  you  had  come  somewhat  sooner 

40  then  might  you  haue  a  man  of  god  scene  that  came  to  me  hither, 
whose  countenance  lyke  to  an  Angels  was  exceedinge  terrible 
but  when  I  askt  his  name,  &  whence  he  came,  he  would  not  tell. 
Only  he  sayd:  Behold  thou  shall  conceiue,  &  a  sonne  beare. 
see  thou  eate  no  meate  that's  vncleane,  nor  drinke  any  wyne 
or  sicer 

is  for  the  child  shall  a  Nazarite  be  of  god  euen  from  his  infancy 
&  from  his  mothers  wombe  vntill  the  day  that  he  shall  dy 

Manue 

Lord  let  the  man  of  god  whom  thou  did  send  agayne  returne 
to  teach  vs  what  to  do  vnto  the  child  that  shaU  be  borne. 
Now  wyfe  occasions  draw  me  hence,  I'l  leaue  thee  here  alone. 

Vxor  manue. 

so  Husband  god  speede  you  well:  &  after  you  Fl  come  anone. 
Good  lord  I  see  thou  hast  graunted  the  prayer  of  my  husband 
for  here's  the  man  of  god  agayne,  I'l  lett  hym  vnderstand. 
Lo  husband  where  he  ys. 
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Man[ue]. 
Art  thou  he  that  spake  to  the  woman? 

Angell 
1  am. 

Manfue]. 

when  thy  worde  shall  fulfilled  be  acquaint  me  than 
what  will  thou  that  the  child  shall  do  ?  or  from  what  things  shall  hee  &6 
hym  self  refrayne? 

Angfell]. 

from  all  things  that  I  to  thy  wyfe  did  specify. 
Nothinge  that  of  the  vinyard  groeth  lett  hym  haue  for  his  meate, 
nor  wyne  nor  sicer  drynke,  nor  any  thinge  that's  *  vncleane  eate 

Manue  [fol.  116* 

I  pray  the  graunt  me  this :  a  kidd  of  goats  let's  make  vnto  thee 

Angell 

Assure  thy  self  I  will  not  eate  thy  breade  yf  thou  constrayne  mee.  «0 
but  yf  thou  wil't  a  holocaust  make  offer  yt  vnto  our  lord 

Manue 
What's  thy  name  that  I  may  the  honour,  yf  fulfild  be  thy  word. 

Angell 

Wherefore  dost  thou  demaund  what  my  name  ys,  the  wch  ys 
merueilous? 

Manue 
Then  will  I  sacrifice  vnto  our  lord  which  doth  things  wonderous. 

Vxor  manue. 
Looke  husband  looke  he  vp  to  heauen  ascendeth  wth  the  flame.    0& 

Manue. 

y  t  was  no  man,  but  th' Angell  of  our  lord  that  to  vs  came : 
&  dyinge  we  shall  dye  because  we  haue  our  lord  god  scene. 

Vxor  manue. 

yf  that  our  lord  would  vs  haue  kild  our  holocaust  had  not  bene 
by  hym  receiued  at  our  hands:  neyther  would  he  haue  shewed 
vs  all  these  things,  nor  to  vs  haue  the  things  to  come  declared.  70 

Manue 
Thou  sayst  well  wyfe:  but  syth  hee's  gone,  we'l  also  hence  depart 

Vxor  manue. 
Go  when,  &  whither  you  will,  I'l  waite  on  you  wth  all  my  hearte. 


1  First  written  that  is. 
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Nuncius 

You  must  imagin  now  that  many  yeares  are  past  &  gone 
&  that  to  Manue  s  borne  (as  th'Angell  did  fore  tell)  a  sonne, 
76  who  Samson's  cald  &  ys  at  mans  estate,  &  of  god  blessed 
&  strengthned  wth  his  spirit,  &  vnto  Thamnatha's  descended 
where  wth  one  of  the  philisthijms  daughters  he  fallen  ys  in  loue : 
but  yt  rests  doubtfull  yet  whether  yt  a  match  or  none  will  bee 1 
for  his  parents  vnwillinge  are  to  geue  there  to  consent 
so  syth  wth  the  gentils  Israel  may  not  marrie  by  gods  commandment. 
But  what  th'euent  there  of  will  be,  yf  you  will  geue  attention 
shall  streight  appeare:  &  so  adew,  for  hence  I  must  be  gone. 

Samson 

Father  manue  in  Thamnatha  I  saw  a  philisthijms  daughter 
your  fauours  both  I  craue  that  I  vnto  my  wyfe  may  haue  her 

Manue 

as  of  all  thy  brethrens  daughters  &  my  people  can  thou  not  make 
a  wyfe,  but  of  th'vncircumced  philisthijms  one  will  take? 

Samson. 
Take  this  for  me:  for  only  shee  to  myne  eyes  geues  content 

Vxor  manue. 
We  would  but  that  yt  ys  for  bydden  play nly  by  gods  commandment 

Samson 

yt's  true  shee  sayth  that  marriage  wth  the  gentils  ys  prohibited 
00  yet  god  wth  me  (vnknowne  to  them)  at  this  tyme  hath  dispensed: 
[fol.  116b]  for  by  this  match  agaynst  the  philisthijms  I  do  seeke  occasion 
to  be  reueng'd,  because  they  ouer  Israeli  haue  dominion 
yet  here  wth  I'l  acquaint  neyther  my  father  nor  my  mother 
but  humbly  them  intreate  agayne  for  to  let  me  inioy  her: 
V6  Once  more  I  do  beseech  you  both  wth  me  downe  for  to  go 
to  Thamnatha,  &  on  this  woman  in  marriage  me  bestow 

Manue 

yt's  lyke  wyfe  this  his  suite  proceedes  from  god,  wherefore  we  will 
go  downe  wth  hym :  Sonne  Samson  come,  thy  mynd  we  will  fulfill. 

Nuncius 

Now  Samson  vnto  Thamnatha  ys  wth  his  parents  gone 
100  &  when  that  they  were  come  vnto  the  vinyards  of  the  Towne 
a  cruell  Lions  whelpe  did  roaringe  meete  hym  as  he  went, 
whom  (gods  spirit  vpon  Samson  cominge)  he  al  to  peeces  rent 
1  The  rime  will  be  restored  by  reading  proue. 
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as  though  yt  had  bene  but  a  kydd,  in  his  hand  haueinge  nothinge 
&  neyther  made  father  nor  mother  there  of  priuy  at  their  meetinge. 
And  after l  fewe  days  goinge  agayne  to  her  whom  his  eyes  lyked  105 
he  went  a  syde  to  see  the  Lions  carcasse  wch  he  had  killed: 
In  whose  mouth  was  a  swarme  of  bees,  &  hony  combe  wch  he  sucked 
&  to  his  parents  cowminge  parte  there  of  to  them  imparted, 
who  also  eate  there  of:  but  to  them  would  not  make  yt  knowne 
that  he  had  taken  that  same  hony  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lion.     no 
Then  went  his  father  to  the  woman  &  a  great  feast  prepared 
for  his  sonne  as  the  custome  was,  &  the  citizens  appoynted 
thirty  yonge  men  t'accompany  hym :  &  what  more  will  be  done 
shall  by  them  selues  declared  bee,  &  there  fore  I'l  be  gone. 

Samson 

frendes  &  companions  I  will  now  propose  to  you  a  ridle  n5 

the  wch  yf  you  wthin  the  seuen  days  of  the  feast  be  able 
to  solue,  Thirty  syndons,  &  as  many  coats  I'l  geue  to  you 
But  yf  you  reede  yt  not,  as  many  on  mee  you  shall  bestow 

Strutho 
content  we  are:  propound  the  ridle,  that  we  may  heare  the  same 

Samson 
Out  of  the  eater  meate,  &  sweetenes  forth  of  the  stronge  came,    no 

phorbus 

Samson  this  Ridle's  hard,  &  sodaynly  can  not  be  solued 
Yet  we  hope  we  shall  reede  the  same  wth  in  the  tyme  prefixed 
&  to  consult  there  on  in  the  meane  space  we'l  hence  begone 

Samson 

So  do,  &  when  you  are  resolu'd  tell  me  your  resolution 
the  while  I'l  to  my  parents  go,  who  do  expect  my  presence  its 

as  I  appoyntment  made  wth  them  before  that  I  came  thence. 

Strutho.  [fol.H7»J 

Since  Samson  did  propose  his  ridle  six  days  are  fully  complete 
&  the  seuenth  day  ys  come,  &  yet  we  can  not  yt  interprete 
wherefore  we  must  be  forct  to  go  vnto  the  wyfe  of  Samson 
&  will9  her  to  persuade  her  husband  to  tell  her  the  solution          no 
&  vs  then  to  acquaint  there  wth.  &  here  shee  comes  as  fittly 
as  wee  could  wishe.  Birsa  the  wyfe  of  samson  let's  intreate  thee 
to  go  vnto  thy  husband  &  persuade  hym  for  to  tell 


1  MS.  some  written  and  crossed  out.  *  Interlined  above. 
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to  thee  wth  out  delay  th'interpretation  of  his  ridle 
IBS  that  thou  may  yt  declare  to  vs:  wch  yf  thou  wilt  not  do 
we'l  burne  thee  &  thy  fathers  house.  Haue  you  cald  vs  vnto 
the  Bridall  that  you  might  vs  spoyle,  &  bringe  vs  to  destruction 

Birsa 

yonge  men  contented  be,  &  I'l  directly  go  to  Samson 
&  that  of  hym  intreate,  &  yt  impart  to  you  agayne 

phorbus 
140  So  do,  &  we  will  be  neither  thyne  nor  thy  fathers  bane 

Birsa. 

Husband  yt  seemes  you  loue  me  not,  wch  to  my  griefe  ys  spoken 
&  therefore  all  this  while  to  my  request  you  did  not  herken 
but  haue  refus'd  from  tyme  to  tyme  *  the  ridle  to  expounde 
to  me,  wch  you  to  the  sonnes  of  my  people  did  propound 

Samson 

146  ffrom  myne  owne  father  &  my  mother  I  did  conceale  the  same: 
&  then  in  keepinge  yt  from  thee  how  should  I  be  to  blame  ? 

Birsa 

yt's  nothinge  to  me  what  you  did  to  them :  but  yf  you  loue  mee 
expound  this  probleme  vnto  me,  else  for  griefe  I  shall  dye. 

Samson 

I  will  yt  to  the  tell  for  to  avoyde  this  molestation. 
160  What  sweeter  ys  then  hony,  &  what  is  stronger  then  a  lion 

Birsa 

Thankes  husband:  now  I  know  assur'd  that  you  do  loue  me  well 
in  that  you  haue  voutsafte  this  secret  vnto  me  to  tell 

Samson 
And  as  thou  loues  me  vnto  none  see  that  thou  yt  discouer 

Birsa 
Not  to  the  dearest  frende  I  haue  though  yt  were  myne  owne  father 

Samson 
155  yf  thou  do  as  thou  sayst  yt's  well,  &  so  let  vs  begone 

Birsa 

Husband  go  you  before,  &  I'l  come  after  you  a  none, 
[fol.  ll?b]  So  now  he  hath  to  me  declard  the  secrets  of  his  ridle 
I'l  yt  reveale  wth  out  delay  to  the  sonnes  of  my  people, 
who  now  are  cominge  here,  as  yt  should  seeme  very  sore  perplexed 


1  to  tyme  interlined  above. 
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lest  the  sunne  should  be  sett  before  they  haue  this  ridle  solued.    ieo 
by  reason  of  the  forfeyture  dependinge  there  vpon 

Strutho. 
Birsa  well  mett:  can  thou  solue  yet  this  doubtfull  proposition? 

Birsa 

What  sweeter  ys  then  hony?  &  then  a  Lion  what  ys  stronger? 
This  I  of  samson  learn'd,  who  bade  me  tell  ytt  to  no  other. 
So  fare  you  well  for  here  he'l  bee  hym  self  wth  you  a  none  1*5 

to  see  yf  that  ere  the  sunne  sett  you  can  resolue  his  question. 

Samson 

My  frendes  well  mett,  can  you  solue  yet  the  problem  e  I  proposed? 
or  will  you  yield  ingeniously  yowr  selues  to  be  euicted? 

phorbus. 
What  sweeter  ys  then  hony?  &  then  the  lion  what  ys  stronger 

Samson. 

You  had  not  redd  my  ridle  yf  you  had  not  plough'd  wth  my  heyfer  i70 
But  syth  I  haue  the  wager  lost,  yt  shall  discharged  bee 
wherefore  let's  in  returne,  &  I  will  satisfy  you  presently 

Nuncius 

The  spirit  of  god  on  samson  came  when  he  from  them  departed 
&  streight  to  Ascalon  he  went,  where  thirty  men  he  killed: 
whose  garments  he  did  take  away  &  gaue  them  vnto  them  i16 

(accordinge  to  the  bargayne  made)  who  solued  had  his  question 
&  vp  vnto  his  fathers  house  he  went  in  raginge  passions 
but  his  wyfe  tooke  to  husband  one  of  his  bridall  companions. 
Yet  afterward  when  the  days  of  wheate  haruest  were  at  hand 
Samson  went  for  to  visit  his  wyfe  as  became  a  kynd  husband       18o 
wch  when  her  father  vnderstoode  in  no  wyse  he  would  suffer 
Samson  for  to  go  into  her  after  his  vsuall  maner 
sayinge  he  was  persuaded  that  he  had  his  daughter  hated 
&  therefore  he  vnto  a  frend  of  his  had  her  deliuered. 
But  I  quoth  he  an  other  daughter  haue  yonger  &  fayrer  i86 

whom  take  thou  for  thy  wyfe  if  yt  please  thee  in  steede  of  th'other. 
Not  so  sayd  samson  but  from  this  day  forward  I  am  free  [fol.  118»] 

to  do  the  Philisthijms  all  the  hurt  I  can  by  might  or  policy 
&  then  he  went  &  caus'd  three  hundred  foxes  to  be  catched 
&  coupled  them  tayle  to  tayle,  &  burninge firebrands  to  them  tyed  190 
&  so  did  let  them  go,  as  fury  dryue  them  for  to  runne 
1  MS.  burnige. 
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hopeinge  thereby  (as  yt  fell  out)  Philisthijmes  would  be  vndone. 
for  they  into  the  philisthijms  corne  wth  out  stay  went  directly. 
&  sett  yt  on  a  fyre,  &  all  the  corne  was  burn'd  vp  presently 
i»6  &  the  vinyards  &  oliuets  also  were  wth  the  flame  spoyled 
as  yt  by  Samson  was,  when  he  ye  foxes  caught,  intended 
And  when  the  Philisthijms  knew  yfc  Samson  was  thereof  causer 
for  y*  his  wyfe  was  from  hym  taken,  &  geuen  to  an  other 
both  the  woman  &  her  fathers  house  they  went  &  forth  wth  burned. 
«oo  yet  not  wth  standinge  samson  threatned  on  them  to  be  reuenged 
for  fully  he  persuaded  was  that  all  this  they  had  done 
was  not  for  iustice  sake,  but  did  proceede  only  of  passion. 
And  by  hym  synce  that  tyme  w.th  a  great  plague  they  stryken  bee 
so  y*  astonied  they  calfe  of  their  legge  layd  on  the  thigh, 
aos  And  Samson  now  in  the  caue  of  the  rocke  of  Elam  dwelleth 
&  in  luda  all  the  whole  multitude  of  the  philisthiims  campeth 
but  to  what  issue  these  things  will  come  here  after  shall  be  knowne 
yf  that  you  will  attentyue  be  a  while,  so  I'l  begone. 

Morio 
Why  are  you  philisthijms  come  agaynst  vs  of  the  Tribe  of  luda? 

Bezac. 
tio  That  we  may  samson  bynde,  &  th'  ill  he  did  vs  hym  repay 

Ochas 

Yf  that  the  cause  be  we'l  hym  bound  in  to  your  hands  deliuer 
&  now  we'l  downe  to  the  rocke  Elam  go,  &  fetch  hym  hither, 
where  you  may  ready  be  in  for  to  rush  vpon  hym  sodaynly 

Subeg 

We  will,  So  fare  you  well,  but  carefull  be  to  bynde  hym  surely 
«i5  for  yf  he  once  get  loose  he'l  not  care  for  vs  all  a  straw 
so  very  stronge  he  ys,  but  some  great  mischiefe  will  vs  do 

Morio 
Here  is  the  caue  where  Samson  dwells :  let's  call  hym  to  vs :  samson  ? 

Samson 

Who's  there?  my  countrymen?  what  wynd  hath  you  downe  hither 
blowne? 

Ochas 

Knows  not  thou  that  the  philisthijms  now  are  rulers  of  our  land? 
<»o  why  hast  thou  done  this  thinge?  The  cause  there  of  let's  vnderstand. 
[fol.H8b]  Samson 

As  they  haue  done  to  me,  so  I  agayne  to  them  haue  done 
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Morio 

To  bynd  thee  we  are  come,  &  bound  must  bringe  thee  to  them 
samson 

Samson 
Let  me  your  promise  haue  vpon  your  oath  you  will  not  kill  mee 

Ochas 
In  f  ayth  we  will  not  kill  thee,  but  only  bound  vnto  them  bringe  thee. 

Samson 
Then  will  I  willinge  be  to  let  you  tye  me  at  your  pleasure  i<» 

Morio 

&  two  new  cordes  here  ready  are  wch  be  both  stronge  &  sure, 
here  wth  lett's  bynde  thy  hands  together.  So  now  thou  art  fast  tyed 
vnto  the  philisthijms  go  wth  vs,  &  we  will  be  thy  guyde 

Bezac. 

Come  princes  come:  samson's  at  hand,  &  bound  he  seemes  to  be 
Now  may  we  be  reueng'd  on  hym  I  hope  for  all  his  villany  >so 

Samson 

What  Noyse  ys  this  I  heare  as  though  yt  were  of  men  of  warre 
&  now  in  sight  they  do  appeare,  doubtlesse  they  philisthijms  are 

Ochas 

Looke  looke  the  spirit  on  samson's  come,  &  he  hath  broken 
the  two  new  cords  lyke  flaxe  burnt  in  the  fyre,  or  that's  quite  rotten 
&  wth  the  law  bone  of  an  Asse  wch  he  by  chaunce  hath  founde      us 
he  rounde  about  hym  lays,  &  dings  the  philisthijms  to  the  grounde. 
&  a  great  slaughter  makes,  wherefore  yt's  our  best  to  be  gone 
lest  that  we  also  chaunce  to  feele  the  waight  of  his  law  bone. 

Samson 

I  in  the  law  bone  of  an  asse  haue  kild  a  thousand  men 
&  in  the  iawe  bone  of  the  shee  asse  colt  a  thousand  I  haue  stryken  •«> 
for  wch  the  name  of  god  be  prays'd  who  my  assistant  was 
And  hence  forth  shall  Ramathclechi  the  name  be  of  this  place 
that  is  *,  the  liftinge  vp  of  the  iaw  bone,  wch  now  away 
I'l  hurle.  Lord  I  the  thanke  for  my  great  victory  this  day. 
But  I  exceedinge  thirsty  am :  Lord  wilt  thou  lett  me  dye  •«» 

for  want  of  drynke?  do  not  so  lord  most  humbly  I  beseech  thee 
lest  I  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  vncircumcised 
But  send  me  drynke  to  quench  my  thirst,  that  my  lyf  e  may  be  saued. 
I  see  thou  neuer  fayles  them  lord  whose  trust  in  the  is  fixed 
for  a  great  tooth  of  th' Asses  law  thou  gratiously  hast  opened        «»o 
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&  out  of  yt  made  water  runne  that  I  may  drynke  my  fill 
for  wch  extoll  thy  holy  name  for  euer  more  I  will 
So  now  my  thirst  ys  quench't,  &  my  strength's  come  to  me  agayne 
to  the  rocke  Elam  I'l  returne,  &  there  a  while  remayne. 
[fol.  119a]  Nuncius 

366  Since  the  tyme  Samson  gott  agaynst  the  philisthijms  his  great 

victory 

he  vp  to  Gaza  went  vnto  a  Harlot  in  that  citty 
wch  when  the  philisthijms  vnderstood,  they  forth  wth  hym  invironed 
&  keepers  at  the  citty  gate  in  the  night  season  placed 
wth  silence  for  to  watch,  that  when  he  went  forth  in  ye  morninge  * 
aeo  they  might  hym  kill.  But  till  midnight  he  slept,  &  then  arysinge 
the  citty  gate,  leaues,  posts,  &  locke  he  on  his  shoulders  caryed 
to  the  top  of  a  mountayne  where  he  lefte  them,  &  escaped. 
And  since  that  tyme  in  loue  he's  fallen  wth  Dalila  a  woman 
who  in  the  valley  Sorec  dwells,  to  whom  the  Philisthijms  ran 
•66  so  soone  as  they  did  heare  there  of,  &  seriously  intreated 

her  for  to  learne  of  Samson  in  what  thinge  his  strength  consisted 
&  how  they  might  hym  bynde  wth  f aythf ull  promise  for  to  geue  her 
yf  shee  bringe  yt  to  passe  a  mighty  masse  &  sum  we  of  syluer 
But  whether  she  can  yt  effect  or  no  as  yet's  not  knowne 
»7o  but  shortly  will;  for  see  Dalila  here  comes  woeinge  of  Samson 

Dalila 
Samson  myne  owne  sweete  heart  tell  me  accordinge  to  your 

promise 
what  kynd  of  band  thou  canst  not  breake,  &  where  in  thy  strength  ys 

Samson 

yf  wth  seuen  cords  of  vndryed  sinews  I  should  be  tyed  then 
myne  owne  deare  Dalila  I  should  be  in  strength  lyke  other  men 

Dalila 

276  That  will  I  try  for  seuen  such  cordes  I  will  fetch  hither  presently. 
Lo  here  they  are,  Samson  lett  mee  now  thy  hands  there  wth  tye 
So  Ihaue  made  them  sure.  The  philisthijms  come  vpon  thee  samson 

Samson 
Then  yt's  high  tyme  to  looke  about  me  on  an  other  fashion. 

Dalila 

Lo  he  the  cordes  hath  broken  as  a  man  would  breake  a  threede 
sao  of  tow,  wch  when  the  philisthijms  saw  they  ran  away  wth  speede. 
1  MS.  to  say  written  and  crossed  out.  »  MS.  moringe. 
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Samson  why  hast  thou  me  deceiu'd,  &  told  me  an  vntroth 
Thee  to  haue  serued  so  I  would  haue  bene  exceedinge  loth. 
But  as  thou  loues  me  let  me  know  where  wth  thou  may  be  tyed 
&  not  get  loose  agayne. 

Samsfon]. 

Wth  new  cordes  that  were  neuer  occupied 
for  then  I  shall  be  weake,  &  lyke  vnto  an  other  man.  ,86 

Dalila 

Such  cordes  I'l  fetch  forth  wth,  &  once  more  triall  make  agayne 
Lo  samson  they  are  here:  Let  me  thy  hands  together  tye 

Samson 
As  surely  as  thou  wilt  my  wench,  for  I'l  geue  thee  free  liberty. 

Dalila. 
So  I  haue  tyed  them  fast  I  hope.  The  philisthijms  on  thee  samson 

Samson 
To  looke  then  to  my  self  forth  wth  yt  standeth  me  vpon  a»0 

Dalila.  [fol.H9b] 

Lo  he  the  bands  agayne  hath  broken  lyke  threeds  of  lynnen  cloth 
&  the  philisthijms  are  fledd.    Samson  in  thee  there  ys  no  troth 
why  wilt  thou  still  deceiue  me  thus  who  loueth  thee  so  well 
What  band  ys  that  thou  canst  not  breake?  The  truth  vnto  mee  tell 

Samson 

Yf  seuen  heires  dalila  of  my  head  wth  a  heire  lace  be  platted        8UB 
&  wrapt  about  a  nayle  vnto  the  ground  be  surely  fastned 
I  shall  be  weake. 


There  of  sweete  heart  I'l  forth  wth  make  conclusion 
Now  ys  the  Nayle  fast  in  the  ground.   The  philisthijms  on  thee 
Samson 

Samson 
Yt's  tyme  then  to  awake  lest  that  by  them  I  should  be  murdered 

Dalila 
The  Nayle  he  hath  pluct  out  agayne,  where  wth  the  Philisthijms 

frighted  soo 

are  fledd  away  for  f  eare.  How  dost  thou  say  samson  thou  loues  mee 
Where  as  thou  loues  me  not:  as  by  thy  deedes  appeareth  playnly  : 
for  thou  hast  lyed  vnto  mee  thrise,  &  truly  will  not  tell 
me  where  in's  thy  greatst  strength  :  wch  yf  so  be  thou  lou'd  me  well 
thou  would  not  haue  conceald.  But  wth  all  that  ys  past  I'l  beare  so* 

Qefpcrid,  (Ergansungsreiljc  4.  10 
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So  that  thou  wilt  no  more  do  so,  but  truly  tell  me  where 
thy  strength  chiefly  doth  lye  :  &  vntill  then  I  will  not  lett 
thee  neyther  night  nor  day  take  thy  repose  nor  be  at  quiett 

Samson 

Alas  my  soule  doth  faynt,  &  wearyed  vnto  death  I  am 
To  purchase  rest  I'l  tell  thee  truth:  on  my  head  neuer  came 
yron  yet,  for  I  a  Nazarite  am  from  the  wombe  of  my  mother 
&  yf  that  my  head  shauen  were,  then  should  I  be  no  stronger 
then  other  men  bee,  but  lyke  to  them,   for  then  my  strength 
would  fayle  me 

Dalila.  ' 
May  I  the  trust? 

Sam[son]. 
Boldly  thou  may. 


Samson  for  that  I  loue  thee 

•i5  much  better  then  I  did  before,  where  fore  vpon  my  lapp 
lay  downe  thy  head  yt  to  refresh  by  takeinge  of  a  Napp. 

Samson 
Thankes  Dalila,  I  will  so  do,  for  I  am  very  heauy 

Dalila 

Already  he  begins  to  snore:  yt  seemes  he  sleepeth  soundly: 
Now  Fl  go  &  a  Barber  fetch  streight  way  his  head  to  shaue 
sac  good  mr  Barber  softly  come  hither,  &  let  me  your  help  haue. 
for  shaueinge  offe  these  seuen  heirs  on  samsons  head  that  grow 

Barber 
Now  I  haue  done. 

Dalpla]. 

Here's  for  thy  paynes,  &  now  hence  yu  may  go 
but  make  no  noyse  for  wakeninge  hym. 

Bar[ber]. 

for  y*  take  you  no  care 
Dalila 
«24  That's  well:  but  hearst  thou  bid  the  philisthijms  streight  them 

selues  prepare 

[fol.l02a]  to  come  once  more  vnto  me  hither:  &  tell  them  I  haue  learned 
where  samsons  strength  consists  :  &  there  of  I  haue  hym  depriued 

Barber. 
This  ioyfull  newes  for  to  impart  to  them  I  wiU  be  gone 


The  12.  pagean  of  Samson.  14,7 

Dalila 
Lo  now  they  cominge  are.  The  philisthijms  vpon  the  Samson 

Samson 

Then  I'l  ryse  vp  &  shake  my  self  as  I  haue  bene  accustomed 
Alas  my  strength's  decaid:  I  feare  our  lord's  from  me  departed     aso 

Binzo 
Gome  princes  let's  lay  hold  of  hym,  for  now  his  strength  ys  gone 

Larmus 
Then  neede  we  not  to  feare  hym  as  we  formerly  haue  done 

Topas 

Yet  not  wth  standinge  let's  pull  out  his  eyes  for  more  security 
&  bynd  hym  fast  in  cheynes,  &  then  to  Gaza  hym  streight  cary 
&  there  lay  hym  in  prison,  &  make  hym  in  the  myll  to  grinde       »8& 

Binzo 

Yowr  counsel's  good ;  we  will  so  do :  Lo  now  he  ys  starke  blynde 
&  both  his  hands  fast  tyed  wth  cheynes.  Now  haue  we  at  the  length 
hym  ouercome,  &  subiect  made  to  vs  for  all  his  strength 

Larmus 

for  that  to  Dalila  we  beholdinge  are  &  much  indebted 
&  forth  wth  will1  ech  farthinge  pay  to  her  that  we  haue  promised  8*0 
Dalila  here's  my  reward,  wch  wth  a  thankefull  heart  I  offer 

Topas 
And  here  ys  myne,  wcb  wth  lyke  thankes  to  thee  I  also  render 

Binzo. 
And  I  as  gratefully  Dalila  on  thee  will  this  bestow 

Dalila 
How  to  requite  your  curtesies  (princes)  I  do  not  know. 

Larmus 

yt's  not  to  do,  &  still  we  will  vnto  the  rest  beholdinge  8*» 

So  let's  be  gone,  for  I  do  longe  till  I  see  samson  grindinge. 

Binzo. 

Princes  now  all  our  feare  ys  past  syth  samson  ys  in  prison 
where  lyke  a  mill  horse  he  grinds  corne  wthout  all  intermission : 
Let  vs  therefore  together  meete  &  that  in  solemne  maner 
that  vnto  our  god  Dagon  we  magnificall  hosts  may  offer  8oo 

who  hath  into  our  hands  Samson  our  mortall  foe  deliuered 
that  dyd  our  country  spoyle,  &  many  of  our  men  destroyed 


1  Interlined  above. 
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Larmus 

Yowr  counsell's  good :  &  after  that  we  offered  haue  to  Dagon 
our  sacrifice  let's  make  a  sumptuous  feast,  &  out  of  prison 

355  for  Samson  send,  that  he  may  then  the  foole  before  vs  play 

to  his  disgrace,  &  for  to  passe  the  tyme  merely  away. 
[fol.l20b]  Topas 

wth  all  my  heart  I  geue  consent  vnto  this  your  good  motion 

Binzo 
And  I,  &  so  will  all  the  rest:  wherefore  let's  streight  be  gone 

Nuncius 
Since  by  the  philisthijms  Samson  was  committed  vnto  prison 

86o  Though  they  hym  hardly  vs'd  his  heirs  agayne  were  somewhat 

growne 

as  his  strength  also  was,  so  that  when  all  the  princes  were 
in  one  house  at  a  banquet  sett,  &  had  exceedinge  cheare. 
Samson  was  out  of  prison  fetcht  before  them  for  to  play, 
&  beinge  sett  betwene  two  pillers  where  on  the  house  did  stay 

80s  he  did  request  the  seruant  that  was  for  his  guide  appoynted 
to  let  hym  to  the  pillers  leane,  till  he  hym  self  had  rested 
a  litle  while,  wcb  he  did  graunt,  &  when  he  had  conducted 
hym  there  vnto,  thinkinge  that  samson  had  simplely  requested 
that  at  his  hands,  The  house  beinge  full  of  men,  women  &  children 

•70  about  three  Thousand  of  both  sexe,  he  lookinge  toward  heauen 
as  well  as  a  blynd  man  could  do,  vpon  our  lord  god  called 
sayinge:  remember  me  o  lord,  &  let  me  be  restored 
to  my  old  strength,  that  I  may  be  reuenged  on  myne  enemyes 
at  once  to  recompence  them  for  the  losse  of  my  two  eyes. 

870  And  then  layinge  his  hands  vpon  the  pillers,  the  right  on  th'one 
&  the  lefte  on  the  other  sayd  of  zeale  &  not  of  passion : 
Lord  let  me  wth  the  Philisthijms  dye,  &  there  wth  shookey*  pillers 
so  vehemently  that  all  the  house  fell  downe,  &  broke  in  shyuers 
&  all  the  princes  of  the  Philisthijms  kild,  wth  the  whole  com 
pany 

•so  that  were  wth  in  the  house  litle  thinkinge  to  haue  dyed  so  sod- 

aynly. 

And  dyinge  many  mo  he  slew  then  lyuinge  he  had  slayne 
(though  he  of  many  a  man  in  his  lyfe  tyme  had  bene  the  bane. 
Yet  let  no  man  samson  condemne  for  that  he  hym  self  killed 
in  killinge  of  the  Philisthijms  for  our  lord  there  to  concurred 
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as  may  appears  in  that  he  gaue  hym  such  strength  in  y*  moment, 
&  his  owne  self  to  kill  directly  not  [being]  *  his  intent, 
but  the  philisthijms,  though  he  did  know  yfc  wth  them  he  should  dye 
where  in  a  figure  he  was  of  christ,  who  dyed  to  kill  his  enemy. 
So  that  we  truly  may  conclude  that  god  his  mynd  inspyred 
for  to  attempt  that  fact,  &  hee  no  way's  to  be  condemned. 
&  twenty  yeares  he  had  bene  iudge  of  Israel  when  he  dyed 
&  by  his  brethren  buried  was,  &  so  this  story's  ended. 


[The  14  pagean  of  Saul] 

[The  MS.  lacks  the  list  of  the  Actors1  names  and  the  larger  part  of  the  opening 

speech  by  Nuncius.] 

[Nuncius] 

th' opprobrious  speeches  of  phenenna,  but  what  th'euent  will  bee 
as  yet's  not  knowne,  but  geue  attention  &  shortly  you  shall  see 
for  Heli  t'high  priest  of  our  lord  before  the  temple's  sittinge 
&  Anna  here  in  mourninge  wyse  towardes  yt's  also  goinge 

Anna 

0  lord  of  hosts  yf  thou  regardinge  wilt  behold  th'affliction 
of  me  thy  seruant,  &  geue  eare  to  thy  handmayds  petition 
&  sende  me  a  man  child,  I  vow,  &  will  performe  my  word 

1  will  all  the  dayes  of  his  lyfe  bestow  hym  on  our  lord 
&  neuer  shall  the  rasour  come  at  all  vpon  his  head 

&  vertuously  I'l  bringe  hym  vp,  that  he  thy  pathes  may  tread. 
But  syth  thou  more  delights  in  mentall  then  in  vocall  prayer 
&  both  (good  lord)  of  the  are  vnderstoode  alyke,  here  after 
I  will,  in  silence  pray  hopeinge  thou  wilt  graunt  my  petition 

Heli 

who's  this  that  kneel eth  here,  as  though  shee  were  at  her  deuotion? 
for  her  lipps  seeme  to  moue,  but  no  voyce  I  do  here  att  all. 

woman  how  longe  wilt  thou  be  drunke?  A  little  digest  thy  wyne 
that  troubleth  thee. 


1  No  gap  in  MS. 
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Anna. 

Not  so  my  lord:  wth  in  this  brest  of  myne 
no  wyne  came,  nor  any  thinge  that  doth  inebriate  on  my  word. 
20  But  I  haue  powred  out  my  soule,  in  the  sight  of  our  lord. 
Accompt  not  thy  handmayde  as  one  of  the  Daughters  of  Beliall 
though  I  accompt  my  selfe  of  women  vnfortunat'st  of  all. 
for  of  the  multitude  of  my  sorrow,  &  heauines  I  have  spoken 
vntill  this  present  tyme,  hopeing  our  lord  will  to  me  listen. 

Heli 
•6  In  peace  go  &  the  god  of  Israll  to  the  graunt  thy  petition 

Anna. 
Would  god  thy  handmayd  might  finde  grace  wth  thee.  but  I'l  begone 

Heli. 

And  so  will  I  farewell  good  woman,  for  thee  to  god  I'l  pray 
that  good  successe  thy  suite  may  haue  wch  thouhast  made  this  day. 

Nuncius. 

You  must  suppose,  now  that  two  or  three  yeares  are  past  &  gone 
so  &  that  Elcana  in  this  tyme  hath  his  wyfe  Anna  knowne 
&  our  lord  hath  remembred  her:  for  yt  ys  come  to  passe 
that  she  concerned  hath  a  sonne  as  her  petition  was 
who  is  already  borne,  &  by  the  name  of  Samuell  called 
because  when  she  was  barren  she  of  our  lord  had  hym  desyred 
as  &  her  husband  Elcana  's  gone  to  immolate  wth  his  family 
the  solemne  host  vnto  our  Lord,  exceptinge  Anna  only, 
who  ys  not  gone,  but  stayes  at  home  untill  her  child  be  weaned, 
1  [&]  then  to  bringe  hym  thither,  &  leaue  hym  there  for  ay  she's 

mynded 

[the  satisfaction  of  her  vow  wch  shee  before  hath  made 
40  [where  to]  Elcan'  agreede  &  bade  her  do  as  shee  hath  sayd : 
[fol.!2«t>]  so  that  yf  you'l  expect  a  whyle,  &  patience  haue  a  litle 

you  shall  see  her  come  wth  the  child  to  offer  hym  in  the  temple 
in  Silo  to  our  Lord  accordinge  to  her  resolution 
as  I  to  you  declared  haue:  and  now  I  will  begone. 

Anna. 

«  Husband  Elcana  now  I  haue  my  child  from  his  papp  weaned 
where  fore  let's  to  the  temple  go,  that  vp  he  may  be  offered 
by  vs  to  god  who  at  my  prayer  did  hym  on  vs  bestow 
&  that  I  may  lykewyse  performe  vnto  our  lord  my  vow. 
1  Corner  of  the  page  torn. 
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Elcana. 
Wth  all  my  heart,  &  Hell's  here  ready  hym  to  receiue 

Anna. 

He  ys  in  deede:  This  fals  out  well.  Lord  Heli  by  your  leaue 
I  am  the  woman  that  before  you  kneel'd  here  lately  prayinge. 
vnto  our  Lord  for  this  same  child,  wh[o]  graunted  hath  my  askinge 
&  therefore  I  here  offer  hym  vp  vnto  our  lord  agayne 
that  he  his  minister  in  the  temple  for  euer  may  remayne. 

Heli. 

And  I  receiue  at  thy  hands :  God  blesse  thee  pritty  child 
&  geue  the  grace ;  for  thou  a  countenance  hast  modest  &  myld. 

Anna 

My  heart  reioyceth  in  our  lord,  who  hath  heard  my  petition 
&  I  will  euer  prayse  his  name  for  his  great  benediction. 
There  ys  none  holy  as  he  ys,  nor  any  one  so  mighty 
who  doth  the  barren  fruitfull  make  &  cause  their  seede  to  multiply 
&  rayseth  the  pore  from  the  dust,  &  the  rych  pulleth  downe 
humbleth  the  proud,  thee  meeke  exalts,  &  brings  them  to  thy  throne 
who  knowes  the  hearts,  &  reynes  doth  search  &  euery  one  reward eth 
wth  good  or  bad  as  they  deserue,  &  all  things  iustly  iudgeth. 
To  serue  hym  freedome  ys :  &  therefore  freely  I  my  sonne 
to  hym  committ  (my  lord)  &  to  yowr  fatherly  tuition 

Elcana. 

And  all  my  interest  in  hym  I  do  yield  vp  as  willingly 
my  lord  as  shee  hath  done,  and  hym  bequeath  vnto  gods  ministery 

Heli. 

I  both  you  do  commend  for  lyke  good  parents  you  haue  done 
&  carefully  I'l  see  that  he  do  exercise  his  function. 
&  so  I  bid  you  both  adew,  for  now  I  must  be  gone. 

Elcana,  Anna. 
God  be  yowr  speede. 

Elca[na]. 
farewell  my  child. 

An[na]. 

Adew  Samuell  my  aonne. 

god  prosper  thee,  &  make  the  growe  &  please  both  god  &  men 
&  god  that  sent  thee  may  hereafter  blesse  me  wth  mo  children 
Yf  he  thinke  good,  vnto  whose  will  my  self  I  do  referre 
in  this  &  all  thinges  els.  but  homeward  now  lets  go  tog  [ether.] 
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Heli. 

God  speede  you  *,  &  Elcana  I  beseech  our  lord  to  re[store] 
thee  seede  of  this  same  woman  &  of  many  children  [more] 
for  th'vsery  wch  on  our  lord  you  freely  haue  bestowed 
so  at  whose  hands  no  good  worke  escapes  vnrecomfpensed.] 
[fol.l27«]  Nuncius 

You  must  suppose  that  sundry  yeares  are  passed  now  &  gone 
synce  samuel  offered  was  to  god,  &  that  he's  now  much  growne 
in  stature  &  perfection,  &  pleaseth  both  god  &  men 
&  that  god  hath '  his  mother  Anna  blest  now  wth  mo  children. 
as  But  Heli  the  high  priests  sonr.es  are  become  children  of  Beliall 
&  of  gods  seruice  do  make  litle  accompt,  or  none  at  all. 
but  take  vnto  them  selues  the  victimes  by  the  people  immolated 
&  do  their  owne  turnes  serue  before  they  will  let  god  be  serued 
&  wth  the  women  sleepe  who  at  the  dore  wayte  of  the  tabernacle 
oo  &  Heli  knowinge  all  these  thinges  that  his  sonnes  do  to  Israeli 
only  tells  them  there  of,  but  makes  them  not  their  faults  amend 
wherefore  yt's  to  be  feard  that  god  some  plague  will  to  hym  send 
&  by  a  man  of  god  no  lesse  vnto  hym  be  hath  signifyed 
who  told  hym  there  should  neuer  be  in  's  house  a  man  that's  aged 
95  but  all  dye  at  mans  state,  In  token  whereof  he  did  say 

Helis  two  sonnes  Ophni  &  phinees  should  both  dye  in  one  day 
&  that  a  faythfull  priesthood  to  hym  self  god  vp  wyll  rayse 
who  shall  accordinge  to  his  heart  &  soule  hym  euer  prayse 
for  whom  he  '1  buyld  a  faythfull  house,  wch  before  his  christ 

faythfully 

100  shall  euer  walke,  th'euent  expect.  Now  Samuell  before  heli 
begins  to  minister  to  our  lord :  &  in  these  dayes  most  rare 
the  worde  of  our  lord  ys,  when  as  no  visions  usual!  are. 
But  here  now  Heli  cpminge  ys  wth  Samuell  in  his  company 
&  both  about  are  to  lye  downe,  for  yt  semes  they  are  sleepy 
io6  wth  watchinge  in  the  Temple  all  night  longe,  for  almost  morninge 
yt's  now.  Marke  you  well  what  will  follow,  &  so  I  will  be  goinge 

God. 
Samuel. 

Sam[uel], 
Lo  here  my  lord  Heli8 1  am,  for  thou  did  call4  me 

1  MS.  epeede  you  repeated  and  then  crossed  out.    *  MS.  hath  repeated. 
*  MS.  Heli  interlined  above.  4  MS.  vpon  written  and  crossed  out. 
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Heli 
I  cald  thee  not:  return e  &  sleepe. 

Sam[uel]. 

my  lord  Fl  be  gone  presently 
God. 
Samuel 

Sam[uel]. 
Lo  here  my  lord  heli  I  am,  for  thou  did  call  mee 

Heli 

I  caTd  thee  not  my  sonne  returne  &  sleepe.  no 

Sam[uel]. 

I  am  gone  already 
God 
Samuel. 

Samfuel]. 
Lo  my  lord  Heli  here  I  am,  because  thou  cal'd  me 

Heli 

Now  perfectly  I  vnderstand  yt  was  our  lord  that  cald  thee. 
Samuell  go  sleepe  agayne,  &  yf  he  shall  call  the  here  after 
say  speake  lord  for  thy  seruant  heares. 

Sam[uel]. 

I  will  say  in  y*  maner. 
God. 
Samuel,  Samuel;  us 

Sam[uel]. 

Speake  lord  thy  seruant  heares. 
God. 

Behold  in  Israeli 

a  thinge  1 1  do  wch  he  that  heareth  both  his  eares  shall  tingle. 
All  that  I  spoken  haue  I  will  agaynst  Heli  vp  rayse  pol.l27i>] 

touchinge  his  house  wch  I'l  begin  t'accomplish  in  his  dayes, 
&  (as  I  hym  fore  told)  will  his  house  iudge  for  all  eternity 
because  he  chastis'd  not  his  sonnes  knowinge  that  they  did          i«o 

wickedly 

for  I  haue  sworne  that  the  iniquity  of  the  house  of  Heli 
for  his  offence  wth  victimes  neuer  shall  expiated  bee. 

Samuel 

Now  morninge's  come  I'l  ryse:  but  I  this  vision  dare  not  tell 
to  my  Lord  Heli,  lest  yt  hym  trouble. 
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Heli. 

Samuel  my  sonne  Samuell. 
Samuel 
us  Lo  here  I  am  my  lord. 

Heli 

what  ys  the  worde  our  lord  spake  to  thee? 
I  thee  beseech  in  any  wyse  do  not  conceale  yt  from  mee. 
Thesse  &  these  thinges  do  god  to  thee  yf  any  word  be  concealed 
by  thee  from  me  of  all  that  god  vnto  thee  hath  revealed 

Samuel 

I  will  not  one  omitt:  Thus  sayth  our  lord:  Behold  in  Israel 
no  a  thinge  I'l  do,  wch  he  that  heareth  both  his  eares  shall  tingle. 
All  that  I  spoken  haue  I  will  agaynst  Heli  vp  rayse 
touchinge  his  house,  wch  I'l  begin  t'accomplish  in  his  dayes 
&  (as  I  hym  fore  told)  will  his  house  iudge  for  all  eternity 
because  he  chastis'd  not  his  sonnes  knowinge  that  they  did  wickedly 
IBS  for  I  haue  sworne  that  the  iniquity  of  the  house  of  Heli 
for  his  offence  wth  victimes  neuer  shall  expiated  bee. 

Heli 

Yt  was  our  lord.  Let  hym  do  that  wch  ys  good  in  his  eyes, 
but  that  we  may  be  gone,  syth  yt's  high  tyme,  I  will  aryse 

Nuncius 

The  philisthijms  assembled  are  wth  Israel  for  to  fight: 
"o  &  Israel  pitched  hath  their  campe  wth  in  the  philisthijms  sight 
&  as  it  seemes  they  ready  are  the  battell  to  begin 
for  heare  they  strike  th'alarum,  &  the  Trumpets  sound  wth  in 

Mahalim. 

Alas  we  Israelits,  to  turne  our  backes  haue  now  bene  forced 
wth  the  losse  of  foure  thousand  men  wch  on  our  part  were  killed 
us  why  hath  our  lord  before  the  philisthijms  strooken  vs  this  same  day  ? 
The  Arke  of  our  lord  that's  in  Silo  let's  fetch  thence  away. 
&  let  yt  come  into  the  midst  of  vs,  vs  for  to  saue 
from  the  hands  of  our  foes,  who  at  this  tyme  the  victory  haue 

Loyolus 

IBO   Your  counsel's  good:  I  hope  the  rest  of  Israeli  will  consent 
so  for  to  do,  wherefore  let's  go,  &  send  for  yt  in  continent 

Mahalim 

The  Arke  of  god  is  come  into  our  campe:  let's  all  be  glad, 
whaw,  whaw,  whaw,  whaw 
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Phalech 
What  sodayne  shout  is  this,  that  in  the  Hebrews  camp  ys  made? 

Melpo  [fol.l28a] 

Surely  god's  come  into  their  campe,  Alas  &  wayleaway 
No  such  reioyceinge  there  was  two  dayes  since,  nor  yesterday. 

Phalech 

wo's  vs  who  shall  vs  from  the  hands  of  these  high  gods  defende?  IBS 
These  are  the  gods  that  such  greate  plagues  did  in  to  ^Egipt  sende 
Take  courage,  &  be  men  yee  Philisthijms  lest  yee  be  forced 
to  serue  the  Hebrewes  as  in  former  tymes  they  haue  you  serued. 
Gorragious  bee  &  fight  for  eyther  by  you  they'l  be  slayne 
say  esterday  they  were,  or  els  be  forc't  to  flee  agayne.  i«0 

And  how  so  euer  yt  ys  better  lyke  valyant  men  to  dye 
then  lyue  as  slaues :  wherefore  let's  go,  &  sett  vpon  them  presently. 

Heli 

Alas  what  tumults  this  I  heare,  &  yet  I  can  see  no  body, 
my  eye  sight  ys  so  dim/we  with  age,  for  now  I  am  full  nintye 
&  eight  yeares  olde :  I'l  here  sitt  downe  ouer  agaynst  the  way       i«B 
beinge  fearefull  for  gods  arke  &  listen  what  they  do  &  say. 

Nerio 

Oh  what  a  slaughter  here  hath  bene  of  th'Israelits  my  brethren 
where  of  the  number  kild,  amounts  to  thirty  thousand  foote  men 
&  all  the  rest  are  fled  &  gone  ech  man  vnto  his  Tabernacle. 
&  I  a  man  of  Beniamin  am  runne  out  of  the  battell  i™ 

wth  garments  rent  &  torne,  &  my  head  all  wth  dust  besprinkled 
to  Heli  for  to  bringe  this  newes :  whom  here  I  haue  espyed. 
my  Lord. 

Heli. 
who's  there? 

Nerio. 

I  am  he  that's  returned  from  ye  battell 
&  I  hee  that's  fled  from  the  fielde,  &  come  thee  newes  to  tell. 

Heli. 
What's  done  my  sonne?  m 

Nerio. 

Israeli  before  the  philisthijms  are  fled 
&  many  of  thy  people  kild:  &  thy  two  sonnes  are  deade 
Ophni  &  phinees  this  same  day:  &  th'Arke  of  god  ys  taken. 
Alas  my  lord  ys  backward  fallen,  &  his  necke  ys  quite  broken 
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wch  accident  (as  yt  should  seeme)  through  grief  e  to  hym  did  happen 

180  wch  he  conceiu'ed,  when  that  he  hear'd  that  th'Arke  of  god  was 

taken. 

This  Zeale  of  his  towards  god's  arke  a  great  signe's  that  he  dyed 
in  good  state,  though  for  not  punishinge  his  sonnes  he  be  thus 

punished 

wth  temporall  affliction,  wch  a  presedent  may  bee. 
vnto  all  parents  how  they  let  their  children  haue  their  liberty 

IBS  &  do  not  them  correct,  when  they  offend  Almighty  god 
for  wch  they  sure  are  in  the  ende  to  feele  his  scourge  &  rod. 
either  in  this  world,  as  Heli  did,  or  in  the  world  to  come 
for  all  are  as  they  haue  deseru'd  for  to  receiue  their  doome 
not  only  for  the  synne  wch  by  them  selues  committed  was 

i»0  but  also  for  their  bearinge  wth  an  others  fault  &  trespas 

that  ys  wth  in  their  charge,  wether  yt  be  child,  seruant,  or  scholer 
for  all  superiours  must  for  their  inferiours  strictly  answeare. 
[fol.l28t>]  Where  fore  all  you  that  haue  a  charge  keepe  them  indue  subiection 
&  so  fare  well,  for  with  Heli  s  dead  body  now  I'l  be  gone, 

Nuncius 

i»5  You  haue  seene  Heli's  sodayne  death  from  the  lyke  god  deliuer  you 
as  by  his  grace  he  will,  yf  you  be  carefull  that  you  doe 
not  as  he  did,  but  duly  looke  to  all  vnder  your  gouerment 
&  chastice  them  yf  they  offende,  till  you  see  their  amendment. 
At  the  tyme  Heli  dyed  he  fourty  yeares  had  iudged  Israeli. 

900  &  when  of  his  &  Phinees  death  his  daugter  in  law  heard  tell 
&  how  the  Arke  of  god  was  taken,  beinge  greate  wth  child  &  nigh 
the  ende  of  her  accompt,  she  was  for  greefe  deliuered  presently 
of  a  man  childe,  &  dye'd  her  self,  &  the  Philisthijms  went  on 
wth  th'  Arke,  &  yt  in  Dagons  temple  sett  nigh  vnto  Dagon 

905  wch  temple  in  Azotus  stands,  &  the  priestes  the  next  day 
found  Dagon  on  the  ground  before  th'Arke  wch  wthout  delay 
they  did  in  to  his  place  restore.  And  lyke  wyse  the  next  morninge 
they  Dagon  found  agayne  before  th'Arke  flatt  vpon  th' earth 

lyinge 
wth  both  palmes  of  his  hands  &  head  cutt  off  vpon  the  threshold 

aio  &  for  that  cause  untill  this  day  they  yt  unlawfull  hould 
on  Dagons  threshold  for  to  treade  entringe  in  to  his  Temple 
&  for  detayninge  of  the  Arke  god  made  their  fieldes  to  buble, 
&  the  whole  country  fild  wth  myse.  Also  he  to  them  sent 
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an  other  plague  wch  troubled  them  in  the  secret  part  of  the 

fundament, 

wch  made  th'Azotians  say:  Let  th'Arke  no  longer  make  abode       us 
amongst  vs,  for  gods  hand  is  sore  on  vs  &  on  our  god: 
And  callinge  all  the  princes  of  the  Philisthijms  to  gether 
they  sayd:  what  sail  we  doe  wth  Arke  of  god?  where  to  thisansweare 
was  by  the  Gethits  made :  Let  th'Arke  of  god  about  be  caryed, 
wch  to  them  graunted  was,  and  by  them  willingly  performed :       c»o 
for  wch  our  Lord  through  euery  citty  made  an  exceedinge  slaughter 
&  Emoroyds  in  their  secret  parts  they  had  both  lesse  &  greatter 
&  of  skynes  made  them  stooles,  &  sent  the  Arke  of  god  to  Accaron 
The  people  whereof  cryed  out  &  sayd :  Gods  Arke  they  haue 

brought  downe 

to  vs,  to  kill  vs  &  our  people.   And  streight  they  did  assemble       *s» 
the  philisthijms,  &  mou'd  them  to  send  gods  Arke  agayne  to  Israeli: 
for  there  wag  made  the  feare  of  god  in  euery  Towne  &  Gitty 
through  all  the  philisthijms  lands  because  gods  hand  on  them 

was  heauy. 

But  th'Arke  for  to  returne  the  priests  &  southsayers  gaue  aduise 
not  empty  hand,  but  wth  fyue  golden  Emeroyds,  &  fyue  myse       2»o 
accordinge  to  the  number  of  the  provinces  of  their  country 
in  memory  of  the  plagues  vpon  them  layd  by  god  Almighty 
&  to  the  god  of  Israel  to  geue  glory  they  them  comman'd 
yf  haply  hee  would  stay  his  hand  from  them,  their  goods,  &  land 
&  askt  them  why  they  would  their  hearts  lyke  th'jEgiptians  harden  <8s 
&  pharao  sayinge :  He  them  dismist  after  that  they  were  stryken 
by  whose  perswation  they  the  Arke  to  Israeli  backe  returned        [fol.!29»] 
sett  in  wayne  drawne  by  two  kyne,  the  wch  had  lately  calued 
who  vnto  Bethsaims  went  directly  wth  yt,  &  there  they  stayed 
where  by  the  Southsayers  knew  that  by  gods  hand  they  had        .40 

bene  touched. 
And  when  the  Bethsamits  saw  the  Arke  comeinge  they  were 

right  glad 

&  streight  the  wane  in  peeces  cutt,  &  the  kyne  there  on  layd 
for  victims  to  our  lord,  so  soone  as  th'Arke  was  taken  downe 
by  the  Leuits :  But  yet  the  Arke  they  used  not  so  reuerently 
as  they  ought  to  haue  done,  but  bared  yt  to  looke  there  on  t*t, 

in  th'  open  ayre  wth  out  torch  light,  wchwas  not  th'vsuall  fashion, 
for  wch  god  of  the  chieffest  men  of  Bethsaimes  did  stryke  seuenty 
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wth  a  great  plague,  &  fifty  thousand  also  of  the  commonalty : 
where  at  they  grieued  were,  &  mourninge  sayd  in  thys  same  wyse : 

•so  who's  able  for  to  stand  in  our  lords  sight  that  holy  ys? 

&  to  whom  shall  he  go  from  vs?   And  forth  wth  they  sent  word 
to  Gariathiarim  sayinge:  vnto  you  fetch  th'Arke  of  our  Lord 
the  wch  was  by  the  philisthijms  brought  to  vs :  &  they  of  caria 
Thiarim  caryed  vnto  Abinadabs  house  in  Gabaa 

266  wth  great  respect,  &  sanctifyed  Eleazar  his  sonne 

that  he  th'Arke  of  our  lord  might  keepe,  as  other  afore  bad  done : 
where  yt  a  longe  tyme  did  remayne,  and  at  request  of  Samuell 
the  Israelits  did 1  only  serue  our  lord  the  god  of  Israeli 
&  cast  Baalim  their  vayne  god,  &  Astoroth  away 

sec  &  in  Masphath  assembled,  where  Samuel  did  for  them  pray: 
And  god  his  prayer  heard,  &  on  the  philisthijms  god  so  thundred 
that  many  were  slayne,  &  the  rest  fled,  &  Israel  no  more  troubled 
in  Samuels  dayes.   And  all  the  citties  that  were  taken  euery  one 
from  Israel  by  the  philisthijms  were  restor'd  from  Geth  to  Accaron 

366  And  Samuel  growinge  now  in  yeares,  his  sonnes  ludges  appoynted 
of  Israel  hath,  who  in  his  wayes  walke  not,  but  are  inclyned 
to  couetousnes,  &  takeing  bribes,  &  pervertinge  of  ludgment. 
for  wch  all  the  Auncients  of  Israel  haue  to  Samuell  sent 
requestinge  hym  t'appoynt  to  them  a  kinge  before  he  dye 

370  by  whom  they  may  be  gouerned  as  all  other  nations  bee 

And  what  answeare  he  will  them  geue,  as  yet  yt  ys  not  knowne 
but  patience  haue  a  whyle,  &  you  shall  heare :  so  I'l  be  gone. 

Samuell 

Lord)  Israeli  hath  requested  me  t'appoynt  to  them  a  kinge 
that  may  them  iudge  after  my  death,  wch  ys  to  me  vnpleasinge 

God 

$76  Graunt  their  suite  Samuel  for  they  haue  not  thee  but  me  reiected 
for  they  my  seruice  as  a  bondage  haue  euer  more  accompted 
since  I  them  out  of  ^Egipt  brought,  strange  gods  desyringe  rather 
to  serue  then  me,  although  I  haue  bene  their  protector  euer: 
[fol.!29t>]  So  that  they  vse  vs  both  alyke:  wherefore  graunt  their  petition.  * 

<8o  Yet  the  right  of  the  kinge  that  shall  them  gouerne  to  them  make 

knowne 
&  then  let  them  do  as  they  list  in  choo singe  of  a  kinge. 


1  MS.  dis.  9  MS.  petion. 
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Samuel. 

Lord  I'l  be  gone,  &  will  of  thy  commandment  omitt  no  thinge. 
This  shall  the  right  be  of  the  kinge  that  ouer  you  shall  reigne 
Yowr  selues  he'l  in  his  chariot  put  &  vse  them  for  his  horsmen 
&  fqotemen  for  to  runne  before  his  chariots,  &  for  carpenters 
to  make  the  same :  and  of  his  fieldes  appoynt  them  to  be  plaowers 
&  mowers  of  his  corne :  and  smythes  his  armour  for  to  make 
&  Tribunes,  &  centurions,   your  daughters  also  he  will  take 
to  be  his  oyntment  makers,  cookes,  &  Bakers:  &  yowr  vinyardes 
&  oliuets  to  his  seruants  geue :  &  also  sett  your  handmaydes 
&  goodliest  yonge  men  to  his  worke :  tythes  of  your  corne  &  grayne 
vpon  his  Eunuchs  he'l  bestow :  &  you  shall  then  complayne 
&  cry  in  that  day  from  the  face  of  the  kinge  you  haue  chosen 
Buth  syth  a  kinge  you  chosen  haue,  our  lord  to  you'l  not  harken 

People  of  Israel. 

Not  so,  but  a  kinge  ouer  vs  to  haue  wee  are  determyned 
for  we'l  bee  as  all  nations  are:  &  by  our  kinge  be  iudged. 
&  he  shall  forth  before  vs  go,  &  fight  our  battels  for  vs 

Samuel 
Be  gone :  you  shall  haue  one,  syth  of  one  you  are  so  desyrous. 

Nuncius 

Where  as  god  hath  the  Israelits  unto  hym  self  selected 
for  his  peculier  people,  &  by  priestes  &  Judges  ruled 
them  till  this  tyme,  &  rays'd  them  vp  in  an  vnvsuall  maner 
them  from  their  foes,  when  they  distressed  were,  for  to  deliuer, 
They  now  demaunded  haue  a  kinge  (as  other  nations  haue) 
to  be  their  lord,  and  god  refus'd,  who  hither  to  did  them  saue : 
desyringe  for  to  charge  the  forme  &  order  of  his  gouerment, 
wch  g0(j  highly  displeas'd.  wherefore  Samuel  by  gods  appoynt- 

ment 

fore  told  them  what  a  kinge  might  do  by  his  supreame  authority 
yf  from  the  rules  of  iustice  he  do  swarue,  &  fall  to  tyranny 
that  he  there  by  might  them  disswade  from  choosinge  of  a  kinge : 
yet  they  in  that  poynt  are  so  stiff e  that  they  will  take  no 

warninge 

but  still  at  Samuels  hands  expect  a  kinge:  &  what  a  one 
he'l  for  them  choose  here  after  shall  appeare:  So  I'l  be  gone. 

Gis 
Sonne  Saul  my  Asses  I  haue  lost,  where  fore  I  pray  thee  take 


160  Stonyhurst  Pageants. 

one  of  my  seruants  wth  thee  &  go  &  inquiry  make 
,i6  for  them,  &  till  thou  do  returne  I  will  at  home  remayne 

Saul 

father  cis  I  will,  &  they  beinge  founde  I'l  come  to  you  agayne. 
[fol.lSOa]  Strophi  thou  sees  we  by  mounte  Ephraym  passed  haue  already 
&  the  land  of  Salisa,  &  throughout  all  the  whole  country 
of  Salim,  &  of  Gemini,  &  in  Suph  are  now  aryued 
sao  &  of  our  Asses  cannot  heare:  yt's  best  that  we  returned 

lest  that  my  father  for  vs,  then  for  his  Asses  be  more  pensyue 

Strophi 

I  vnderstand  that  in  this  citty  a  famous  man  doth  lyue 
whose  skill  ys  such,  that  what  he  speakes  the  same  effected  ys. 
Let's  go  see  yf  he'l  haply  tell  vs  any  thinge  of  the  Asses. 

Saul. 

sas  Content  I  am:  But  to  the  man  of  god  what  shall  we  cary? 
the  bread's  spent  in  our  males,  &  nothinge  els  we  haue  lefte 
verely. 

Strophi. 

yes  in  your  hand  the  fourth  parte  of  a  side's  lefte  of  syluer 
let's  go  vnto  the  man  of  god,  &  that  to  hym  deliuer 
triall  to  make  (yf  you  be  pleas'd)  what  he  will  to  vs  say. 

Saul, 
sso  Wth  all  my  heart:  come  let's  be  gone,  &  that  wth  out  delay 

God 

Samuel  to  morrow  I  will  sende  to  thee  this  self  same  houre 
a  man  of  Beniamin,  whom  thou  annoynt  shall  for  ye  gouernour 
of  th'Israelits  my  people  ,  &  my  people  he  shall  saue 
from  the  Philisthijms,  because  my  people  I  respected  haue 
886  for  their  cry  unto  me  ys  come,  &  mou'de  me  to  compassion 

Samuel 
And  for  to  do  as  thou  commanded  hast  (Lord)  I'l  be  gone 

God 

Samuel  behold  the  man  I  tolde  the  of,  He  shall  be  ruler 
ouer  my  people. 

Saul. 
I  pray  thee  freende  where's  ye  house  of  ye  seer? 

Samuel 

I  am  the  seer:  Go  vp  this  day  in  to  th'Excelse  before  mee 
84o  that  you  may  wth  me  eate,  &  in  the  morninge  I'l  dismisse  thee, 
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&  all  thinges  that  are  in  thy  heart  to  thee  I  will  declare. 
And  as  concerninge  th' Asses  wch  are  lost  take  thou  no  care 
for  they  are  found  three  days  agoe.  and  whose  ys  ech  best  thinge 
of  Israel?   Is  yt  not  to  thee  &  thy  fathers  house  belonginge? 

Saul 

How?  am  not  I  the  sonne  of  lemini,  of  the  least  tribe  of  Israel?    3*5 
amongst  the  families  last  of  Beniamins  tribe  the  truth  to  tell. 
What  makes  the  therefore  for  to  speake  vnto  me  on  this  fashion? 

Samuel 

Here  after  that  vnto  thee  I'l  impart:  now  let's  be  gone. 
Saul  bid  thy  seruant  go  alonge  before  vs  on  the  way 
that  I  may  tell  thee  what  our  lord  bade  me  to  thee  do  &  say.        35o 

Saul  [fol 

Strophi  go  on  before,  &  after  thee  wee  will  come  presently. 

Samuel 
Kneele  downe  Saul  that  I  may  thee  kisse,  &  wth  this  oyle  an- 

noynt  thee 

Behold  our  lord  hath  vpon  his  inheritance  thee  annoynted 
wth  this  litle  vessell  of  oyle  wch  I  vpon  thy  head  haue  powred 
to  be  prince,  &  thou  shalt  deliuer  his  people  from  their  foes  3.™ 

that  rounde  about  them  are:  In  signe  where  of  as  thou  home  goes 
this  day  two  men  thou  shalt  fynde  by  the  Sepulcher  of  Rachel 
in  Beniamin,  who  shall  thee  tydinges  of  thy  Asses  tell, 
&  say  th' Asses  thou  went  to  seeke  are  founde  out:  &  thy  father 
lettinge  the  Asses  go,  takes  care  for  you,  &  sayth  more  ouer         aeo 
What  shall  I  do  touchinge  my  sonne  ?  Then  cominge  to  th'oke  Thabor 
three  men  goinge  vp  to  god  in  Bethell  shall  fynde  thee  before 
that  place,  one  caryinge  three  kydds,  &  one  three  manchets  of 

breade, 

the  third  a  flagon  of  wyne:  &  when  as  they  haue  thee  saluted 
they  shall  geue  thee  two  loaues,  wch  thou  shalt  of  them  take :       »«.-, 

that  done 

thou  shalt  go  to  the  hill  of  god,  where  as  the  philisthijms  garison 
doth  lye.  And  when  y*  thou  shalt  entred  bee  in  to  the  citty 
thou  shalt  a  flocke  of  prophetts  meete,  haueinge  before  them  psaltery 
Timbrell,  &  shalme,  &  harpe  who  from  th'Excelse  shall  downe  be 

cowminge 
&  as  they  by  the  way  do  passe,  they  them  selues  shall  be  prophe-  87o 

cyinge.  A. 

fjefperia,  (Ergfinsungsretlje,  4.  11 
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And  the  Spirit  of  our  lord  shall  sease  on  thee,  &  thou  shalt  prophecy 
wth  them :  &  into  an  other  man  thou  shalt  conuerted  bee. 
And  when  these  signes  to  come  to  passe  thou  shalt  perceiue  &  fynde 
syth  our  lord  is  wth  thee,  do  then  as  he  putts  thee  in  mynde 
376  &  in  to  Galgala  before  me  then  thou  shalt  go  downe 

that  pacifique  victimes  thou  may  immolate,  and  offer  an  oblation. 
But  seuen  dayes  thou  must  expect,  &  then  II  come  unto  thee 
&  tell  thee  all  that  thou  must  do:  so  hence  let's  now  go  presently. 

Nuncius. 

Inmediatly  as  Saul  his  backe  of  Samuell  turned  had 
880  god  chang'd  his  heart,  &  all  things  came  to  passe  as  Samuel  sayde 
&  Saul  meetinge  the  prophets  at  the  fore  sayd  hill  did  prophecy 
wth  them,  at  sight  where  of  there  was  great  wonder  made  by 

many. 

Where  of  one  sayd  vnto  an  other:  what  a  strange  thinge  ys  this? 
Is  Saul  amongst  the  prophets?  What's  hapened  to  the  sonne  of  Cis? 
ass  So  that  yt  was  vnto  the  people  into  a  prouerbe  turned 

what's  Saul  also  amongst  the  prophets?  &to  prophecy  he  ceased. 
&  Samuels  gone  the  Tribes  of  Israeli  for  to  call  to  gether 
that  he  a  message  from  our  lord  vnto  them  may  deliuer. 
[fol.  131 »]  Where  of  yf  you  will  knowledge  haue  a  while  shew  but  attention 
seo  &  yt  apparent  shall  be  made:  &  so  I  will  be  gone. 

Samuel 

Breethren  our  lord  the  god  of  Israel  bade  mee  call  you  to  gether 
&  you  in  mynde  put  how  from  ^Egipt  he  dyd  you  deliuer 
&  from  the  hands  of  all  the  kinges,  where  wth  you  were  afflicted 
&  you  yet  not  wthstandinge  haue  your  lord  your  god  reiected 
395  &  you  haue  sayd:  not  so:  but  ouer  vs  appoynt  a  kinge 

as  other  Nations  haue :  &  our  lord's  now  there  to  consentinge 
where  fore  stande  here  before  our  lord  by  all  y our  tribes  &  families 
&  you  shall  fynde  by  lott,  who  for  your  kinge  elected  ys. 

Melon 

Behold  the  lot  vpon  the  tribe  of  Beniamin  ys  fallen 
400  &  Saul  the  sonne  of  Gis  of  metri's  kinne  by  lott  ys  chosen 
but  where  he  ys  we  cannot  tell.  Lord  will  he  not  come  hither? 

God 
Behold  at  home  he  lyeth  hyd. 

People 
Gome  let's  go  streight  way  thither 
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Samuel 

Low  they  haue  saul  found  out,  &  wth  hym  they  are  cominge  hither- 
ward 

behold  he's  higher  then  the  rest  by  the  shoulder  &  vpwarde. 
Gertes  you  see  the  man,  whom  our  lord  god  for  kinge  hath  chosen  40R 
There  is  not  one  that's  lyke  to  hym  amongst  you  all  my  Brethren 

People  of  Israel 
we  wth  our  owne  eyes  see  it  ys  most  true.  God  saue  the  kinge 

Samuel 

And  the  law  of  the  kingdome  here  to  you  I  geue  in  wry  tinge. 
&  now  dismisse  you  euery  one  to  his  owne  house  to  go 

People  of  Israel. 
God  saue  the  kinge.  Gome  let's  attend  on  hym,  f or  duty  bidds  so  4Jo 

Nuncius 
Wth  Saul  now  part  of  th'Armie's  gone,  they  whose  hearts  god 

had  touched. 

But  such  as  the  children  of  Belial  bee,  haue  hym  despysed 
&  would  not  wth  hym  go,  nor  any  presents  to  hym  gaue 
but  sayd:  what  shall  this  fellow  able  be  vs  for  to  saue 
&  yet  for  all  that  Saul  was  not  offended  wth  those  people  *™ 

but  did  most  prudently,  as  though  he  had  not  heard  dissemble. 
Since  wch  tyme  beinge  as  yt  were  a  month,  Naas  the  Amonite 
ascended  ys,  &  agaynst  labes  Galaad  begins  to  fight 
But  ere  the  warres  proceede,  to  parle  both  of  them  are  contented 
where  fore  geue  eare  &  you  shall  heare  how  things  will  be  concluded  4ao 
betwixt  them  for  the  parties  are  both  comminge  here  at  hand. 

Naas  king  of  Amelec. 
Now  we  are  come  to  parle.   What  do  you  Galaadits  demaund? 

Mompelio  [Iol.l8l»»] 

Naas  conclude  a  league  wth  vs,  &  willingly  we'l  serue  thee 

Naas 

vpon  condition  I  may  pull  out  euery  mans  right  eye 
&  in  all  Israel  make  you  a  reproch,  I  am  content  4as 

Mompelio. 

Seuen  dayes  respyte  geue  vs  there  on  to  thinke  till  we  haue  sent 
messengers  to  all  the  coasts  of  Israel,  &  yf  then  there  shall 
not  be  founde  men  vs  to  defende,  we'l  be  contented  all 
to  serue  thee  vpon  the  conditions  that  now  thou  dost  requyre. 

Naas 

Agreede,  let's  go :  no  more  of  you  at  this  tyme  I  desyre  *so 

11* 
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Nuncius. 

The  Galaadits  to  Gabaa  sent  of  Saul,  &  to  them  shewed 
their  greate  distresse,  wch  when  they  hearde,  they  pittifully 

cowplayned 

&  Saul  comwinge  from  the  fielde  followinge  of  oxen,  to  them  sayd 
what  ys  the  cause  the  people  weepe,  and  are  so  yll  apay'd? 

430  And  they  hym  told,  &  then  the  spirit  of  our  lord  on  Saul  seysed 
&  he,  growinge  exceedinge  wroth,  the  oxen  streight  diuided 
into  smale  peeces,  wch  he  sent  to  all  the  coasts  of  Israeli 
sayinge  who  s'  euer  shall  not  go  forth  &  follow  Saul  &  Samuell 
vnto  his  oxen  so  yt  shall  be  done :  wherefore  the  f eare 

440  of  our  lord  did  invade  the  people,  &  they  did  as  yt  were 
one  man  go  forth  before  Saul,  &  in  Bezec  he  them  numbred 
&  there  of  the  children  of  Israel  were  Thousands  three  hundred 
&  men  of  luda  thyrty  thousand,  wo  to  the  messengers  sayd 
that  came:  Thus  shall  you  say  to  them  that  are  in  labes  Galaad 

445  To  morrow  you  shall  haue  relief e,  when  the  sunne  hote  shall  be 
wcb  answeare  made  the  messengers  glad,  &  they  return'd  home 

presently 

And  the  Galaadits  this  morninge  haue  vnto  the  Ammonits  told 
they  would  forth  to  them  come,  &  th  ey  should  use  them  as  they  would. 
But  they  their  enemyes  haue  deluded  by  equivocation 

450  as  forth  wth  shall  appeare,  when  both  meete  in  the  field  in  person 
as  they  about  are  for  to  do :  for  now  they  stryke  th  Alarum 
where  fore  yt's  my  best  to  be  gone,  before  they  do  forth  come 

Mompelio. 

We  of  the  Ammonits  this  day  haue  made  a  mighty  slaughter 
&  of  them  that  escapt  wth  lyfe,  there's  not  two  lefte  together 

466  but  one  dispersed  from  an  other,  &  by  the  helpe  of  saul 

this  victory  we  gotten  haue,  who  in  the  midst  of  all 
[fol.  132»]  their  campe  prest  in,  haueinge  his  host  into  three  partes  deuided 
&  there  wth  on  a  sodayne  them  couragiously  assaulted. 
Now  tell  vs  Samuel  who  they  bee  that  lately  sayd :  Shall  Saul 

4«o  reigne  ouer  vs?  geue  vs  the  men,  &  wee  will  kill  them  all. 

Saul. 
Not  one  man  shall  be  slayne  this  day,  syth  god  hath  relieud  Israel 

Samuel. 

Then  let's  be  gone  the  kingdome  to  renewe  agayne  in  Galgal 
Israel  behold  I  haue  you  heard  accordinge  to  ech  thinge 
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you  spake  to  me,  &  ouer  you  appoynted  haue  a  kinge. 

whom  you  have  chosen  in  Galgal  also  before  you  for  to  goe.         465 

&  I  am  waxen  olde,  &  my  heires  gray  begin  to  growe, 

&  my  sonnes  wth  you  are:  &  from  my  youth  conuerst  I  haue 

wth  you:  Tell  me  before  god  &  his  christ,  wch  of  you  gaue 

me  oxe,  or  Asse  vntill  this  day,  &  whether  I  haue  oppressed 

any  one  of  you,  or  haue  any  gifte  at  any  mans  hand  receiued,      4?  6 

&  I'l  yt  vnto  you  restore  agayne,  &  that  most  willingly. 

People  of  Israel. 
Thou  hast  oppressed  none  of  vs,  nor  taken  ought  of  any. 

Samuel. 
Let  our  lord  &  his  christ  agaynst  you  witnesse  be. 

People. 

witnesse. 

Samuel. 
Yowr  fathers  out  of  ^Egipt  were  brought  by  the  hand  of  Moyses 

&  they  forgott  our  lord  their  god,  for  wch  he  them  deliuered          47e 
to  Sisara  maister  of  the  Host  of  Hosor,  &  vnto 
the  philisthijms,  and  the  kinge  of  Moab,  who  did  them  much  hurt  do 
But  afterward  they  to  our  lord  cryed,  &  sayd:  we  haue  synned 
in  that  we  haue  reiected  our  lord  god,  &  other  gods  serued.  4$o 

And  when  thefy]  did  repent,  our  lord  did  sende  Gedeon  &  Samson 
&  lept'  and  Samuel,  who  haue  you  deliuered  from  affliction: 
Yet  when  you  saw  Naas  the  kinge  of  th'Ammonits  you  invade 
(where  as  our  lord  reign'd  ouer  you,  you  came  to  mee  &  sayd : 
Not  so :  but  a  kinge  ouer  vs  shall  reigne :  where  fore  a  kinge         48s 
god  hath  geuen  you,  &  such  a  one  as  ys  of  your  owne  choosinge. 
Wherefore  yf  you  will  serue  our  lord,  &  to  his  voyce  geue  eare 
hee'l  both  you  &  yowr  kinge  protect.  But  yf  you  will  not  feare 
&  serue  our  lord,  his  hand  will  be  vpon  you  &  your  fathers. 
In  signe  where  of  at  my  request  god  will  cause  rayne  &  Thunders  «0o 
iimwediatly,  although  yt  be  wheate  haruest  this  same  day, 
wcb  vsually  from  Thunder's  free.  And  now  to  god  I'l  pray. 
Lord  for  the  confirmation  of  my  speech,  let  rayne  &  Thunder 
come  from  the  skyes,  &  make  this  people  in  a  great  maze  &  wonder. 

People  of  Israel. 

Exceedingly  we  are  a-feard  both  of  our  lord  &  Samuel  495 

for  the  lyke  thunder  clapp  was  neuer  heard  before  in  Israel. 
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[fol.l32t>]  Samuel  pray  for  thy  seruants  to  our  lord  lest  he  vs  kill 

for  in  desyreinge  of  a  kinge  we  graunt  we  haue  done  yll 
&  many  wayes  els  offended  god  both  in  thought  deede  &  word. 

Samuel 

SOD  Yet  for  all  that  do  not  depart  from  the  backe  of  our  lord, 
but  faythfully  serue  hym,  &  he  will  neuer  you  for  sake 
for  he  hath  sworne  you  to  hym  self  a  people  for  to  make. 
And  f arre  be  yt  from  me  that  I  should  cease  for  you  to  pray : 
&  besyds  that  I'l  tell  yon  wch  ys  the  good  &  right  way. 

BOS  Feare  our  lord  &  serue  hym  in  truth  from  your  whole  heart  syth  now 
you  haue  seene  what  great  workes  &  wonders  he  hath  done  for  you. 
But  yf  in  synne  &  wickednes  hereafter  you  perseuer, 
both  you  your  selues  &  your  kinge  also  shall  perish  all  to  gether 
But  now  yt's  tyme  that  you  were  gone  an  army  to  prepare 

5io  agaynst  the  philisthijms  who  your  old  professed  enemy es  are. 

Nuncius. 

You  must  imagin  now  that  Saul  two  complet  yeares  hath  reigned 
&  duringe  all  that  tyme  for  innocency  he  was  compared 
vnto  a  child  of  one  yeare  old:  but  since  he  fell  to  synne 
by  offeringe  vp  of  sacrifice,  wch  hath  peculiar  byn 

sis  vnto  the  priest,  not  to  a  kinge,  where  of  he  yet  presumed 
only  because  samuel  came  not  iust  at  the  tyme  appoynted, 
but  made  Saul  Seuen  dayes  expect,  in  whose  absence  the  people 
from  hym  did  slipp  away,  for  wch  offence  &  synne  by  Samuel 
be  was  reprou'd,  &  told  that  his  kingdome  should  be  translated 

52o  from  hym  vnto  an  other,  &  that  god  hath  a  man  prouided 
accordinge  vnto  his  owne  heart,  who  shall  his  place  supply 
&  prince  be  of  his  people  when  be  shall  depryued  bee. 
And  Saul,  &  his  sonne  lonathas  haue  wth  the  Philisthijms  en- 

countred 

&  at  the l  first  Philisthijms  got  worse,  but  after  they  oppressed 
the  Israelits,  &  not  one  Smyth  they  left  in  all  their 2  land 

52«  So  that  they  forced  were  to  go  wth  coulters  in  their  hand, 
&  spades,  axes,  &  forkes,  wch  they  did  whett  when  blunt  they  were 
for  not  one  of  them  all  to  fight  wth  had  eyther  sword  or  speare 
exceptinge  Saul  &  lonathas,  but  wth  in  some  fewe  dayes  after 

5*0  lonathas  trustinge  in  god  accompany ed  only  wth  his  Esquier 


1  MS.  the  interlined  above.  2  MS.  ir  interlined  above. 
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vnto  the  Philisthijms  Garrison  went  wth  out  his  fathers  priuity 

sayinge  for  god  yt  ys  as  easy  to  saue  in  few  as  many 

&  betwixt  them  they  twenty  men  did  kill  by  god  assisted 

&  all  the  Philisthijms  campe  besyds  exceedingly  they  troubled. 

wch  when  Saul  vnderstood  he  came  vnto  hym  wth  his  Army          585 

&  wth  the  Philisthijms  did  incounter  &  got  of  them  the  victory. 

And  where  as  Saul  commanded  had  that  no  man  on  the  payne     [fol.  133 »] 

of  death  shoukl  eate  till  night,  lonathas  was  iudged  to  be  slayne 

for  taystinge  of  a  litle  hony  (though  of  the  prohibition 

he  ignorant  was)  yet  death  escapt  by  the  peoples  opposition*        540 

And  Samuel  since  ys  sent  to  Saul  a  message  for  to  do 

from  god,  &  what  that  ys  tyme  shall  discouer  So  I  will  leaue  you 

Samuel 

Saul  our  lord  sent  me  to  annoyynt  thee  kinge  ouer  his  people 
&  bids  thee  now  consider  what  Amalec  hath  done  to  Israel 
how  he  wth  stood  them  in  the  way  when  they  from  ^Egipt  came    5*5 
wherefore  go  strike  hym  &  destroy  all  he  hath  for  the  same. 
Spare  neyther  man,  woman  nor  child,  but  kill  them  euery  one, 
&  of  their  oxen,  sheepe,  camells,  &  Asses  lykewyse  spare  none 
wth  lyfe,  but  them  destroy,  &  what  so  euer  else  they  haue 

Saul 
I'l  streight  begone,  &  all  thinges  do  as  god  commandment  gaue    550 

God 

From  Heuila  to  Sur  that's  agaynst  ^Egypt  saul  hath  stryken 
Amelec,  &  hath  alyue  Agag  the  kinge  of  Amelec  taken 
&  not  put  hym  to  death:  &  he  more  ouer  hath  preserued 
all  the  best  flockes  of  sheepe  &  heardes,  &  nothinge  hath 

destroyed 

that's  fayre:  only  the  comon  people  he  hath  put  to  the  sworde      555 
&  spoyled  all  that's  vyle:  where  in  he  disobey'd  my  worde. 
Wherefore  Samuel  yt  me  repents,  that  I  haue  made  Saul  kinge 
because  he  my  commandment  hath  not  done  in  euery  thinge 

Samuel 

Yet  not  wth  standinge  lord,  yf  he  shall  for  his  synne  be  sory 
I  trust  as  thou  hast  done  to  others,  thou  wilt  of  hym  haue  mercy  sao 
though  I  confesse  he  foolishly  agaynst  the  lord  hath  done 
&  for  to  tell  hym  what  thou  sayst  Lord  now  I  will  begone. 

Saul. 
Blest  be  thou  Samuel  of  our  lord,  whose  word  I  haue  fulfilled 
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Samuel 

What  voyce  of  flockes  &  heards  were  these  theny'in  myne  eares 
sounded? 

Saul 

MS  The  people  haue  the  better  sheepe  &  heards  of  Amelech  spared 
&  brought  them  wth  them  that  they  might  to  our  lord  god  be 

immolated 
but  ye  rest  we  have  slayne. 

Sam[uel]. 

Saul  yf  that  thou  wilt  me  pmnitt 
Tl  tell  the  what  our  lord  hath  spoken  vnto  me  this  night. 

Saul. 
Speake. 

Sam[uel]. 

Saul  tell  me  when  yu  a  litle  one  was  in  thyne  owne  eyes 
570  was  thou  not  made  chiefe  in  the  tribes  of  Israel,  &  dyd  ryse 
to  honour,  &  by  our  lord  the  kinge  of  Israel  was  annoy nted? 
&  now  he  sent  thee  vnto  Amelec,  &  also  thee  commanded 
[fol.  133*>]  to  put  them  all  vnto  the  sword,  &  bade  thee  not  spare  one 
of  them,  nor  any  thinge  that  was  theirs,  but  make  of  all 

destruction 
575  &  thou  hast  not  heard  our  lords  voyce,  but  some  things  hast 

preserued 
contrary  to  his  will,  &  euill  in  his  sight  committed 

Saul. 

Nay  I  the  voyce  of  our  lord  heard,  &  walked  in  his  way 
&  Agag  kinge  of  Amelec  brought,  &  Amelec  I  did  slay 
but  of  the  pray  that  gotten  was  the  people  brought  ye  principall 
sso  wth  them  to  immolate  them  vnto  our  lord  their  god  in  Galgal 

Samuel. 

Why  farre  more  gratefull  to  our  lord  obedience  ys  then  sacrifice 
&  therefore  in  omittinge  that  for  this  thou  was  vnwyse 
&  for  as  much  as  thou  hast  the  voyce  of  our  lord  reiected 
hee  hath  reiected  thee,  &  of  thy  kingdome  thee  depryued 

Saul 

585  I  synned  haue  in  that  I  did  transgresse  our  lords  commandment 
&  thyne,  &  for  feare  of  the  people  to  their  voyce  gaue  consent. 
But  now  beare  I  beseech  the  wth  my  synne,  &  returne  wth  me 
that  I  our  lord  god  may  adore. 
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Samfuel]. 

I  will  not  returne  wth  thee. 

Syth  thou  reiected  hast  our  lord  hath  thee  reiected 
&  thou  shalt  not  the  kinge  of  Israel  be,  but  be  deposed  »90 

Saul 
Stay  Samuel  stay :  I  pray  the  stay,  what  hast  yu  torne  ray  garment? 

Samuel 

Our  lord  this  day  the  kingdome  hath  of  Israel  from  the  rent 
&  to  thy  neighbour  that's  better  then  thou  hath  yt  deliuered. 
Israels  triumpher  will  not  spare,  nor's  wth  repentance  turned. 

Saul 

.1  synned  haue,  yet  me  before  th'Auncients  of  Israel  honour  505 

&  now  wth  me  returne,  that  I  our  lord  god  may  adore. 

Samuel. 

I  am  content  to  go  wth  thee,  wherefore  leade  me  the  way 
to  Galgal,  &  I'l  after  come,  &  that  wth  out  delay. 

Nuncius 

When  Saul  adored  had  our  lord,  Samuel  did  bid  hym  bringe 
to  hym  Agag  the  kinge  of  Amelec,  whom  he  brought  to  hym      eoo 

trembling 
To  whom  (quoth  Samuel)  thy  sword  hath  made  women  wth  out 

children 
So  wth  out  children  thy  mother  shall  be  made  now  amongst 

women 

And  Samuel  hewed  hym  in  peeces  before  our  lord  in  Galgal. 
wch  done  Samuel  lefte  Saul  neuer  to  see  hym  more  at  all 
but  yet  his  case  lamented  sore,  because  yt  had  repented  $05 

our  lord  that  he  had  hym  the  kinge  ouer  Israel  appoynted. 
But  whom  our  lord  will  choose  for  kinge  in  sauls  place  yet  s  not  [fol.  134»] 

knowne 
but  patience  haue  &  you  shall  shortly  see.  So  I'l  be  gone. 

God. 
Samuel. 

Samjuel]. 
Here  lord. 

God. 

tell  me  how  longe  for  Saul  will  yu  yet  mourne? 
for  that  I  haue  reiected  hym?  wth  oyle  go  fill  thy  home  eio 

that  I  to  Isai  may  the  sende,  who  ys  in  Bethleem  dwellinge 
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for  I  amongst  *  his  sonnes  haue  me  prouided  of  a  kinge. 

Samuel. 
How  shall  I  thither  goe?  for  Saul  will  heare  thereof  &  kill  mee 

God 

A  calf  e  thou  shalt  take  of  the  heard  a  longe  to  Bethleem  wth  thee 
fll 5  &  tell  them  thou  art  thither  come  vnto  our  lord  to  sacrifice: 
&  to  the  victime  thou  shalt  Isai  call,  &  then  what  ys 
for  to  be  done  I'l  to  the  shew :  &  hym  thou  shalt  annoynt 
whom  s'euer  I  shall  to  thee  shew,  name,  nominate,  &  appoynt. 
Where  fore  be  gone,  &  ready  make  all  thinges  fit  for  thy  iourney. 

Samuel 
e^o  Thy  will  in  this  &  all  thinges  else  to  do  lord  I  am  ready. 

Nuncius 

Now  Samuel  ys  to  Bethleem  come,  where  th'Auncients  of  y*  citty 
meetinge  hym,  &  much  musinge  what  brought  *  hym  into  y * 

country, 

sayd  to  hym :  ys  thy  entrance  peaceable?  peaceable  quoth  he  yt  ys 
for  I  am  come  vnto  this  place  to  our  lord  god  to  sacrifice: 
636  Sanctifyed  be  ye,  come  go  wth  me:  &  they  went  wth  hym 

presently 8. 

&  when  he  imwolat't  had,  he  Isai  &  his  sonnes  did  sanctify. 
And  what  more  he  will  say  or  do  to  them  will  streight  be  knowne 
for  Samuel  here  wth  Isai  comes,  &  Eliab  his  el'dst  sonne. 

Samuel. 
Ys  there  before  our  lord  his  christ?  Shew  me  lord  as  thou  promised 

God 

eao  His  face  respect  not,  nor  his  stature,  for  I  haue  hym  reiected 
because  I  do  not  iudge  accordinge  to  the  looke  of  man 
for  man  sees  those  thinges  that  appeare :  But  t'hart  behold  god  can 

Isai 
Eliab  go  hence,  &  hither  send  Aminadab  thy  brother 

Samuel 

Neyther  hath  our  lord  chosen  this. 

Isai. 

Go  &  send  Samma  hither 
Samuel. 
6*5  Neyther  this  same  hath  our  lord  chosen. 
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Isai. 
my  other  foure  sonnes  forth  bringe 

Samuel 

None  of  these  foure  will  our  lord  choose  of  Israel  to  be  kinge. 
Are  all  thy  sonnes  now  fully  come? 

Isai. 

No  there's  yet  left  a  litle  one 
who  feedeth  sheepe. 

Samfuel]. 

Send  for  hym  streight:  for  I  will  not  sit  downe 
vntill  he  come. 

Isai. 
Sones  go  &  send  Dauid  my  yongst  sonne  to  me. 

Samuel  [foL  134&J 

Is  this  thy  sonne  that  ys  so  redd,  fayre  to  behold,  &  comely?        «40 

God 

Samuel  aryse,  &  hym  annoynt  in  the  midds  of  his  Brethren 
for  this  ys  he  whom  for  the  kinge  of  Israel  I  haue  chosen. 
&  wth  my  spirit  from  this  day  forward  he  euer  shal  be 

strengthned, 
&  Saul  depryude  there  of,  &  wth  a  wicked  spirit  molested 

Samuel 

I  wth  this  home  of  oyle  Dauid  annoynt  thee  kinge  of  Israel  8*» 

Now  let  vs  hence  depart  ech  to  the  place  where  he  doth  dwell 

Strophi. 

Yowr  highnes  (gratious  Lord)  ys  wth  an  euill  spirit  ofte  vexed 
Say  but  the  word,  &  by  thy  seruants  streight  there  shal  be  fetched 
to  you  a  man  that  skillfully  vpon  the  harpe  can  play 
&  wth  his  musicke,  when  you  troubled  are,  dryue  hym  away         66o 

Saul 
Prouide  me  one  that  playeth  well,  &  bringe  hym  hither  to  mee 

Doech. 

Dauid  Isai  the  Bethlemite  his  sonne  I  saw  play  cuningly, 
a  man  valiant  in  strength,  fitt  for  the  warres,  in  his  wordes  wyse, 
&  beautifull  for  to  behold,  &  our  lord  wth  hym  ys. 

Saul. 
To  Isai  go,  &  bid  hym  send  his  sonne  to  me  streight  way  «55 

Doech 
My  gratious  lord  I'l  him  fetch  hither,  &  that  wthout  delay. 
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Strophi. 

Alas  his  grace  wth  th'euill  spirit  begineth  to  be  vexed 
See  how  he  grinneth,  stampes,  &  stareth.  He's  cruelly  tormented. 
But  here  comes  Dauid  wth  his  harpe,  whereon  he  playeth  sweet ely 

8«o  I  hope  in  tyme  he'l  hym  expell,  &  dryue  out  of  his  maiesty. 

Saul. 

Who's  he  that  doth  so  sweetely  play  ?  Dauid?  most  welcome  hither 
I  lyke  thy  musicke  well,  &  I  will  make  thee  my  Esquier 
for  I  do  loue  thee  in  my  heart,  &  thou  hast  in  my  sight 
&  eyes  found  grace,  &  thou  shalt  stand  before  me  day  &  night 

666  &  dryue  from  me  thys  euil  spirit,  when  y*  he  me  tormenteth 

Dauid 
I  am  my  Liege  at  your  command  so  farre  as  in  me  lyeth 

Saul 

And  I  haue  found  ease  by  thy  play,  for  th'euill  spirit's  gone 
that  vexed  me,  so  soone  as  he  did^heare  thee  stryke  vpon 
thy  harpe,  &  syth  yt  falls  out  so,  when  neede  ys  thou  shalt  play 

6,0  hym  to  expell  from  me:  And  so  let's  now  go  hence  away, 
[fol.  135»]  Nuncius. 

Dauid  from  Saul's  return'd  to  keepe  his  fathers  sheepe  agayne 
&  now  the  philisthijms  camped  are  on  th'one  syde  of  ye  mountayne 
&  Saul  &  Israel  on  the  other,  &  they  in  battell  aray 
their  Armies  both  of  them  have  put:  &  there  comes  euery  day 

«75  into  the  valley  that  doth  lye  betwene  their  seuerall  Armyes 
from  the  philisthians  campe  one  that's  a  bastard  borne  &  chalenges 
all  Israel  in  a  single  combate  wth  them  there  for  to  fight, 
whose  name  Goliath  ys  of  Geth,  &  the  man  ys  in  height 
fyue  cubits  &  a  palme,  &  a  brase  helmet's  on  his  heade, 

BSD  &  he's  cloth'd  in  a  coate  of  male  that  lynked  ys  &  weyed 
fyue  thousand  brasen  sides,  &  brasen  bootes  he  also  weareth 
vpon  his  thighes,  &  a  Target  of  brasse  his  shoulders  couereth. 
And  his  speares  shaft  vnto  a  weauers  beame  may  be  compared, 
&  the  very  yron  there  of  six  hundred  sides  of  yron  weighed. 

«85  And  his  Esquier  before  hym  goes.  And  he  doth  dayly  ball 
out  agaynst  Israeli  sayinge :  Are  you  not  seruants  vnto  Saul 
&  I  a  Philisthijm?  Then  prepar'd  to  fight  why  do  you  stand? 
Choose  out  amongst  you  one  for  to  fight  wth  me  hand  to  hand 
And  yf  he  put  me  to  the  worse  your  seruants  we  will  bee 

6»o  But  vs  you  shall  serue  yf  of  hym  I  chaunce  to  to  gett  the  victory. 
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And  he  thus  fourty  dayes  agaynst  the  Israelits  hath  bragged 

where  at  both  Saul  &  all  the  Israelits  do  stand  astonyed 

and  not  one  of  them  all  ys  founde  that  dare  wth  hym  encounter 

for  they  are  litle  dwarfe,  &  he's  a  gyant  compar'd  to  gether. 

But  lately  Isai  hath  sent  Dauid  vp  vnto  his  Brethren  595 

to  visit  them,  who  in  the  campe  of  Saul  are  fightinge  men 

at  whose  arriual  he  Goliath  heard  Israel  vpbraydinge, 

&  also  sawr  the  Israelits  for  feare  from  his  face  fleeinge: 

And  one  of  Israel  to  hym  sayd:  Saw  thou  this  man  defy 

the  Israelits?  The  man  that  shall  hym  ouercome  shall  marry          voo 

the  daughter  of  the  kinge:  &  he  shall  haue  his  fathers  house 

&  no  tribute  for  yt  pay:  &  the  kinge  to  hym  will  be  gratious. 

who's  this  vncircumcised  philisthijm  then  to  hym  dauid  sayd 

that  here  the  Armies  of  the  lyuinge  god  dare  thus  vpbrayd? 

And  when  his  speeches  were  told  to  Eliab  his  Elder  brother,         ?os 

Eliab  offended  was  wth  hym,  &  sayd,  why  cam'st  thou  hither? 

&  where  fore  hast  thou  lefte  the  sheepe  wch  thou  kept  in  the 

desert? 

full  well  I  do  thy  pryde  know,  &  the  wickednes  of  thy  hearte 
Through  thy  desyre  to  see  this  batle  fought  thou  art  come  downe 
Had  I  not  iust  cause  so  to  doe  quothee?  what  haue  I  done?          710 
And  all  the  wordes  that  Dauid  spake  were  to  kinge  Saul  related  ffo1- 135b] 
and  Dauid  forth  wfch  to  [be]  brought  before  hym  hee  Commanded 
But  what  he  will  vnto  hym  say  as  yet  ys  knowne  to  none 
but  shortly  you  shall  heare,  yf  you'l  geue  eare.  So  I'l  begone. 

Saul 
Of  what  stock  ys  this  yonge  man  come?  Abner  canst  thou  not      7i6 

tell  me? 

Abner 
thy  soule  lyueth  o  kinge  yf  I  do  know  this  yonge  mans  famyly l 

Saul 
Inquiry  make  there  of,  &  when  thou  knowes  let  me  know  also 

Abner 
That  will  I  do  dreede  Soueraigne  lord  &  bringe  hym  to  you  to 

Dauid 

Let  no  man  daunted  bee  for  I  thy  seruant  wil  bee  the  man 
that  will  in  single  combate  fight  wth  this  same  proude  Philistian    720 


MS.  fanyly. 
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Saul 

Thou  art  but  yet  a  child,  &  much  to  weake  wth  hym  to  fight 
who  from  his  youth  hath  bene  a  warriour  and's  of  great  strength 
&  might. 

Dauid 

Thy  Seruant  fedd  his  fathers  sheepe,  &  there  a  Lion  came 
&  beare,  wch  from  the  flocke  a  Rame  did  take,  &  I  the  same 
725  by  pursuite  tooke  out  of  their  mouthes,  &  rysinge  vp  agaynst  mee 
I  caught  them  by  the  chynne  &Lboth  of  them  I  strangled  presently 
&  this  vncircumcised  philisthijm  as  one  of  them  shall  bee 
&  there  fore  now  I  will  go  &  from  Isiael  take  this  contumely, 
for  our  lord  that  delyuered  me  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lion 
730  &  beare,  will  me  also  deliuer  from  the  hand  of  this  champion 

Saul. 

Dauid)  go  &  god  be  thy  guyde:  but  first  thou  shalt  be  vested 
wth  my  owne  coate  of  male,  &  I  will  sett  vpon  thy  head 
this  my  helmet  of  brasse,  &  gyrde  my  sworde  also  vnto  thee 

Dauid 

I  am  not  able  thus  to  go,  the  weight  there  of's  so  heauy 
735  &  I  not  vsed  to  such  things.  I'l  put  them  off  agayne 

&  in  myne  owne  apparell  fight  agaynst  the  proud  philistian. 
only  this  staffe  I'l  wth  me  take,  &  in  my  hand  this  slinge 
&  from  the  Torrent  five '  bright  stones,  I'l  also  wth  me  bringe 
&  put  them  in  my  sheepheards  scripp  wch  hangs  here  by  my  syde 

Saul 
7*0  Do  as  thou  list:  Now  let's  be  gone,  &  our  lord  be  thy  guyde: 

Goliath. 

Ys  this  the  champion  that's  wth  me  appoynted  to  encounter? 
I  can  hym  ouer  throw  wtb  the  strength  that's  in  my  least  finger 
Am  I  a  dog  (Sirra)  that  thou  comes  thus2  wth  a  staffe  vnto  me? 
I  and  my  gods,  thee  &  thy  god  do  vtterly  defy, 
ffol.  136»]  come  to  me  &  I'l  geue  thy^flesh  to  the  foules  of  the  ayre 
740  &  beasts  of  th'earth. 

Dau[id]. 

Thou  comes  agaynst  me  both  wth  sword  &  speare. 
&  shield:  But  I  come  vnto  thee  (for  all  thy  cracks  &  boasts) 
in  the  name  of  the  god  of  Israel,  &  of  the  lord  of  hosts 


1  MS.  corrected  from  figh.  2  MS.  corrected  from 
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whom  thou  defyed  hast  this  day,  &  thee  he'l  geue  vnto  mee 
&  I  shall  stryke  thee,  &  thy  head  away  take  also  from  thee.  ?i 

&  the  dead  carcasses  geue  of  the  philisthijms  campe  this  day 
to  the  foules  of  the  ayre,  &  beasts  of  th'earth  there  on  to  pray 
that  all  the  earth  may  knowledge  haue  that  there's  a  god  in  Israel 
&  all  assembled  here  shall  know  that  god  (for  yt's  his  battell) 
'doth  saue,  not  in  the  sworde  &  speare:  &  he  will  you  deiiuer       71 
into  our  hands :  for  proofe  where  of,  haue  at  the  wth  this  stone. 
Lo  I  haue  hitt  hym  in  the  fore  head,  &  hee  ys  fallen  downe. 
And  now  with  his  owne  sword  I'l  go  &  streight  cutt  off  his  head. 
The  victory  now  ys  myne,  for  the  philistian  loe  ys  dead, 
&  the  rest  flee  for  feare|seeinge  the  strongest  of  them  slayne        7 
for  wch  gods  name  be  praysd,  who  made  his  brags  to  proue 

but  vayne. 

Pursue  them  out  of  hand,  for  you  may  ouerthrow  them  easely 
now  whyle  they  are  in  flight:  And' to  Hierusalem  this  head  I'l  cary. 

Saul 

We  haue  the  Philisthijms  pursued  vnto  the  gates  of  Accaron 
&  many  of  them  we  haue  slayne,  the  rest  are  fled  &  gone  i 

Abner 

The  yonge  man's  here  dreede  Soueraigne  lord  that  killed  ye 
philistian. 

Saul 
That's  well,  of  what  kinred  &  stocke  art  thou  come  of  yonge  man 

Dauid 

The  sonne  of  thy  seruant  Isai  the  Bethleemite  I  am, 
who  in  the  desert  keepe  his  sheepe,  &  Dauid  ys  my  name. 

lonathas. 
Dauid  my  soule  vnto  thy  soule  exceedinge  fast  ys  ioyned 

Dauid 
And  lonathas  my  soule  to  thyne  lyke  wyse  as  fast  ys  lynked 

lonathas 
A  league  betwixt  vs  then  let's  make :  for  as  my  soule  I  loue  thee 

Dauid 
Content  I  am. 

lonfathas]. 
Them  let's  shake  hands  for  to  confirme  our  amity 

1  This  is  a  non-rhyming  line,  but  there  is  no  indication  that  a  line 
has  been  omitted. 
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Dauid 

Wth  all  my  heart,  loe  here  is  myne. 

lonfathas]. 

&  here  ys  myne  agayne 

775  for  euer  more  this  frendship  made  betwixt  vs  shall  remayne. 
And  for  a  smale  pledge  of  my  loue  this  coate  vpon  my  backe 
I  will  stripp  off  &  geue  to  thee,  for  thou  a  coate  dost  lacke. 
My  cloke  also,  &  hatt,  &  band  I  will  on  thee  bestow: 
And  this  same  sworde  thou  shalt  haue  to,  wth  my  belt,  &  my  bow 

Dauid 
780  frende  lonathas  thy  kyndnes  I'l  requite  yf  yt  be  in  my  power 

Saul. 

And  hence  forth  Dauid  thou  no  more  returne  shall  to  thy  father 
[foU36b]  but  be  imploy'd  by  me  as  there  shall  ministred  be  occasion 

Dauid 

I  am  dreede  Soueraigne  lord  at  your  command. 

Saul. 

Then  let's  be  gone. 
Nuncius 

Dauid  now  goes  forth  to  all  things,  about  wch  saul  hym  sendeth 
786  &  very  wysely  he  hym  self  in  euery  thinge  behaueth  > 

so  that  the  kinge  hath  placed  hym  ouer  his  men  of  warre 
&  he's  gratious  in  all  mens  eyes,  especially  theirs  that  are 
seruants  to  Saul,  who  loue  hym  dearely  &  esteeme  hym  highly, 
wch  daunger  may  to  Dauid  bringe  by  styrringe  saul  to  lelousy 
7»o  of  hym,  when  he  calls  to  hys  mynde  what  samuel  hym  fore  tolde 
that  he  should  be  deposd,  &  hym  succeede  an  other  should 
But  what  th'euent  here  of  will  bee  as  yet  yt  ys  not  knowne, 
but  shortly  will:  where  fore  attentyue  bee.  So  Fl  be  gone. 

Maltha 

Renowned  kinge  in  token  of  the  ioy  we  haue  concerned 
7»6  for  that  Goliath  the  Philistian  was  by  Dauid  killed 

before  your  grace  we'l  singe  &  daunce  &  play  upon  our 

instruments 
in  commendation  of  you  both. 

Saul. 

So  do  yt  me  contents. 

You  play  &  daunce  exceedinge  well.  Now  let  me  heare  you  singe, 
3oo  triall  to  make  whether  in  myne  eare  your  voyces  be  as  pleasinge. 
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Bruna 
Saul  stryken  hath  a  thousand  men,  &  Dauid  strooke  ten  thousand 

Maltha 
for  wcb  gods  name  be  pray'sd  who  ouer  hym  did  hold  his  hand 

Saul. 

What's  this  I  heare?  Ten  thousand  unto  Dauid  haue  they  geuen, 
&  to  me  but  a  thousand?   This  their  proportion  ys  vneuen. 
What  more  can  they  vnto  hym  geue,  sauinge  the  kingdome  only? 
Both  he  &  you  had  best  be  gone,  for  wth  you  I  am  angry.  805 

What  are  you  all  gone  hence  away,  &  lefte  me  here  alone? 
If  I  hym  catch  I'l  Irym  dispatch.   But  now  I  will  be  gone. 

Nuncius 

Since  the  tyme  that  the  women  did  commend  dauid  so  highly 
Saul  wth  right  eyes  neuer  on  hym  lookt,  for  towards  hym  hee's 

angry. 

Yet  not  wth  standinge  Dauid  seekes  to  geue  hym  all  content         810 
he  can,  &  shewes  hym  selfe  to  hym  both  lowly  &  obedient. 
And  this  day  he  appoynted  ys  before  hym  for  to  play: 
for  wth  the  evill  spirit  he  vexed  ys  as  I  here  say: 
And  here's  the  place  where  he  appoynted  ys  hym  for  to  meete 
&  you  shall  see  how  frendly  they  will  one  an  other  greete.  815 

Where  fore  a  litle  longer  yet  let  me  craue  your  attention, 
for  they '1  be  here  wth  out  delay :  &  so  I  will  begone. 

Saul  [f  ol.l37  »] 

My  mynde  greues l  mee  that  I  must  bee  from  my  kingdome  deposed. 

0  that  I  had  the  villayne  here  by  whom  that  must  be  acted. 

as  smale  as  flesh  to  pott  I  would  hys  carcase  teare  &  rende,          8,0 
&  hys  lothsome  &  synnefull  soule  vnto  the  diuill  sende. 

1  can  not  choose  but  frett  &  fume,  &  chafe  to  thinke  there  on 

&  stampe,  &  stayre,  &  teare  my  heire.  But  now  I'l  sett  me  downe 

0  what  sweete  melody  is  this  that  now  me  thinkes  I  heare? 

The  euill  spirit  from  me  yt  dryuen  hath,  who's  he  that's  there       8a6 
Dauid?  I'l  wth  my  speare  nayle  the  close  to  the  wall 

Dauid 

1  rather  will  be  gone,  then  any  offence  geue  you  att  all 

Saul 

This  second  tyme  he  hath  escapt  the  wch  hath  me  sore  troubled 
for  I  see  our  lord  wth  hym  ys,  &  ys  from  me  departed 

1  MS.  geues. 
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eso  But  I  will  hym  from  me  remoue,  &  tribune  hym  ordayne 
ouer  a  thousand  men :  perhaps  in  warres  he  may  be  slayne 
And  to  encourage  hym  the  great'st  daungers  to  vnder  go 
I'l  tell  hym  that  merob  my  elder  daughter  I  will  bestow 
on  hym  in  mariage,  in  hope  where  of  perhaps  he'l  be  the  boulder 

885  &  now  I'l  go  this  to  performe  so  to  preuent  all  daunger 

Nuncius 

Dauid  by  Saul  now  Tribune's  made,  &  saul  hath  also  offered 
to  hym  in  mariage  his  elder  daughter,  &  hym  also  persuaded 
only  to  be  a  valiant  man,  &  valourously  to  fight 
the  battels  of  our  lord,  that  he  there  by  might  wynne  hym  credit 

84o  for  Saul  sayd  in  his  heart,  let  not  my  hands  vpon  him  bee 

but  let  the  Philisthijms  hands  vpon  hym  light.  Such  was  his  policy 
But  Dauid  vnto  hym  replyed  thus:  Saul  what  am  I 
or  what's  my  life,  or  kinred  of  my  father,  that  I  should  marry 
thy  daughter,  &  be  made  the  sonne  in  law  vnto  the  kinge? 

845  Dreede  soueraigne  lord  in  me  yt's  to  presumptuous  a  thinge. 
But  in  the  ende  when  Merob  should  to  Dauid  have  bene  marryed 
On  Hadriell  the  Malathite  in  marriage  shee  was  bestowed. 
Because  Dauid  did  Michol  loue,  who  was  Sauls  yonger  daughter 
wchwhen  Saul  heard,  he  pleased  was,  &  sayd  he  would  bestow  her 

85o  on  hym  in  marrige,  to  th'ende  she  might  the  cause  be  of  his 

ouerthrow 

for  then  he  thought  the  philisthijmes  would  agaynst  hym  sooner  go 
wth  all  their  power,  force  &  might.  More  ouer  Saule  did  say 
to  Dauid,  in  two  thou  shalt  be  my  sonne  in  law  this  day. 
And  also  Saul  his  Seruants  bade  to  say  to  Dauid  secretly, 

ess  Behold  wth  thee  the  king's  well  pleasd,  &  all  his  seruants  loue  thee 
where  fore  yf  thou  be  wyse,  be  sonne  in  law  vnto  ye  kinge. 
where  to  Dauid  replied.    That  seemes  to  you  but  a  smale  thinge. 
But  I  am  a  poore  man,  &  one  that  ys  of  smale  ability, 
that  skilleth  not  quoth  [they]  for  Saul  sayth  the  kinge  needes  no 

dowry. 
[fol.l37t>]  jje  oniv  floth  require  an  hundred  of  the  philisthijms  prepuces 

hoc  that  due  &  iust  reuenge  there  might  be  made  of  y e  kings  enemies. 
And  the  kings  sonne  in  law  to  be  made  gaue  Dauid  good  content. 
&  shortly  after  he  wth  all  his  band  of  souldiers  went 
agaynst  the  philisthijms,  &  of  them  he  strooke  two  hundred  men 

8«5  &  their  prepuces  brought  forth  wth  vnto  the  kinge,  &  then 
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hee  numbred  them  to  hym,  to  th'ende  he  might  be  made  his  sonne 

in  law 

And  Saul  his  daughter  Michol  did  in  marriage  on  hym  bestow 
who  lou'd  hym  passinge  well.  But  Saul  still  fear'd  hym  more  & 

more 

though  Dauid  as  obedient  was,  as  he  had  bene  before 
to  Saul,  &  wyslier  did  then  All  the  seruants  that  saul  had  '   ( 

behaue  hym  selfe,  wch  gott  hym  loue  of  them,  &  famous  made. 
But  lonathas  of  all  other  loues  hym  best,  &  to  his  father 
ofte  speakes  for  hym  as  kyndly  as  yf  he  were  his  owne  Brother, 
though  through  the  feare  Saul  hath  conceiud  he's  Dauids  deadly 

enemy 

&  hath  hys  sonne  &  seruants  charg'd  to  kill  hym  wth  out  pitty.     j 
But  what  th'euent  here  of  will  be  yt  shall  appeare  a-none 
for  lonathas  &  Dauid  comwinge  are.  So  I'l  be  gone. 

lonathas. 

Dauid  my  dearest  frende,  my  father  Saul  seeketh  to  kill  thee 
&  so  to  do  1  he  all  his  seruants  charged  hath,  &  mee 
But  to  committ  that  vnkynd  act  wee  loue  thee  all  to  well:  i 

yet  for  all  that  looke  fo  thy  selfe,  &  geue  eare  to  my  counsell. 
To  morrow  secretly,  &  in  the  field  be  syde  my  father 
I'l  stand,  &  what  I  see  or  heare  vnto  thee  I'l  discouer. 

Dauid 
lonathas  freende  of  all  freendes)  I  am  no  litle  to  thee  beholdinge. 

lonathas 

Not  so :  Thou  doest  deserue  all  I  can  do :  But  let's  be  goinge 
Sinne  not  (o  kinge)  agaynst  Dauid  thy  true  &  trusty  seruant 
for  he  agaynst  thee  hath2  not  sinn'd:  If  all  his  acts  were  extant 
they  would  be  iudged  good  for  thee :  for  he  strooke  the  philistian 
wth  the  daunger  of  his  owne  lyfe,  wch  Israel  credit  wanne 
&  thou  yt  saw,  &  did  reioyce :  why  there  fore  dost  thou  sinne 
in  seekeinge  of  his  innocent  blood,  who  thy  safty  hath  byn? 

Saul 

Our  lord  lyues,  he  shall  not  be  slayne.  my  wrath  thy  words  hath 
pacifyed 

lonathas 
May  I  then  hither  Dauid  fetch,  &  you  not  be  offended? 
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Saul. 

Thou  may:  but  quickely  bringe  hym  then,  for  longe  I  can  not  stay 
896  Dauid  thou  welcome  art:  my  sonne  hath  made  vs  frendes  to  day 

Dauid 

Yowr  tyghnes  I  do  humbly  thanke,^whom  I'l  both  serue  &  honour 
&  be  indebted  to  your  sonne  for  his  kind  loue  &  fauour. 

Saul 

The  Philisthijmes  haue  rays'd  agayne  a  greate  &  mighty  battell 
where  fore  thou  must  forth  wth  be  gone,  &  be  the  guyde  of  Israeli 
[f  ol.l38  a]  Dauid. 

ooo  What  charge  (my  liege)  you  do  impose  on  me,  I'l  vnder  goe 

Saul 
I  thinke  no  lesse,  &  you  forward  to  sett  I'l  be  gone  also. 

Nuncius. 

Dauid  amongst  the  philisthijms  hath  made  a  mighty  slaughter 
&  when  some  f  ewe  flede  from  his  face,  wth  speede  he  followed  after 
&  when  the  battell  ended  was,  the  euill  spirit  vexed 
905  Kinge  Saul  agayne,  &  Dauid  on  his  harp  before  hym  played 
&  Saul  intendinge  wth  his  speare  Dauid  vnto  the  wall 
for  to  haue  nayl'd,  he  stept  asyde,  &  from  the  face  of  Saul 
departed,  &  the  speare  did  pearce 1  the  wall,  Dauid  vnwounded 
&  so  the  lyfe  of  Dauid  was  for  that  tyme  also  saued. 
910  But  Dauid's  house  Saul  wth  a  garde  besett  all  that  same  night 
hym  the  next  morninge  to  haue  kild  so  soone  as  yt  was  light 
Which  when  Michol  his  wyfe  heard  shee  to  Dauid  told  yt  sayinge 
vnlesse  thou  make  escape  this  night  thou  must  dye  the  next 

morninge. 

Wherefore  he  through  a  window  caus'd  his  wyfe  to  lett  hym  downe 
»i6  &  shee  a  statua  on  his  bedd  did  lay,  when  he  was  gone. 
&  at  the  head  there  of  a  heiry  skynne  of  goates  she  layd 
&  couer'd  yt  wth  clothes,  &  to  the  seruants  of  Saul  sayd : 
My  Husband's  sicke  in  bedd.  Then  in  the  bedd  we  will  hym  carry 
(quoth  they)  to  Saul.  And  when  that  Saul  the  statua  did  espy,   . 
9«o  Michol  (quoth  he)  why  mockt  thou 8  me,  &  letten  myne 

enemy  flee? 

Because  sayd  she,  he  sayd  to  me:  Let  me  go  or  I'l  kill  thee. 
And  streight  to  Samuel  Dauid  went,  who  did  in  Ramatha  dwell 
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&  all  that  Saul  had  done  to  hym  to  Samuel  he  did  tell : 

&  did  there  wth  him  stay.  wch  when  Saul  heard  he  seruants  sent 

to  fetch  hym  thence  (so  furiously  he  was  agaynst  hym  bent.         995 

But  when  the  seruants  saw  a  troup  of  prophets  that  did  prophecy 

&  Samuel  standinge  ouer  them,  Spirit  of  our  lord  did  presently 

vpon  them  come,  &  they  began  wth  them  also  to  prophecy: 

wch  when  saul  heard,  he  sent  agayne  for  hym  an  other  company 

who  prophecied  also :  Then  he  sent  the  third,  &  they  did  lykewyse.  930 

Lastly  he  went  hym  selfe,  &  when  he  came  vnto  those  countryes 

the  Spirit  of  our  lord  came  on  hym,  &  goinge  he  did  prophecy 

till  he  was  into  Ramath  come,  &  then  he  stripped  presently 

off  all  his  clothes,  &  wth  the  rest  before  Samuel  he  prophecyed 

&  sange  all  one  whole  day  &  night,  &  there  vpon  was  raysed        935 

an  vsuall  prouerbe:  what  ys  Saul  amongst  the  prophets  also? 

And  Dauid  thence  departed  streight,  &  to  lonathas  did  go 

but  of  what  course  they  will  conclude  as  yet  yt  ys  not  knowne 

but  shortly,  for  here  they  cominge  are.   Now  I'l  be  gone. 

Dauid  [fol.  138b] 

lonathas  kynde  frende  what  haue  I  done ?  &  what  ys  myne  iniquity?  94<> 
agaynst  thy  father  that  my  lyfe  he  seekes  for  to  take  from  me? 

lonathas 

Nay  gcd  forbid,  thou  shall  not  dye,  for  agaynst  thee  my  father 
will  not  vnlesse  he  tell  me  first  any  thing  do  great  or  lesser. 

Dauid 

Thy  father  surely  knows  that  I  haue  found  grace  in  thy  sight 
&  he'l  say :  let  not  lonathas  know,  lest  that  perhaps  yt  might         945 
hym  sory  make,  yet  neuer  the  lesse  as  sure  as  thy  soule  lyueth 
one  degree  only  (as  I  may  so  say)  me  &  death  parteth. 

lonathas 
What  s'euer  thou  shalt  to  me  say,  that  will  I  for  thee  doe 

Dauid 

Behold  the  kalends  are  to  morrow,  &  I  am  vsed  to 
sit  downe  besyds  the  kinge  to  eate:  dismisse  me  that  I  may          »BO 
my  self  hyde  in  the  field  till  the  eueninge  of  the  third  day. 
And  yf  thy  father  aske  for  me,  say  Dauid  willed  instantly 
that  he  at  this  same  tyme  might  vnto  Bethleem  go  his  citty 
because  then  solemne  victimes  vnto  all  of  his  tribe  bee 
Yf  he  say  well,  I  shall  fynd  peace,  but  yf  that  he  be  angry  oe* 

know  that  his  malice  ys  complete.   This  mercy  to  me  do 
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because  that  the  league  of  our  lord  ys  made  betwixt  vs  two. 
But  kill  me  thy  owne  self  yf  y*  there  be  in  me  iniquity 
&  bringe  me  not  vnto  thy  father. 

Ion[athas]. 

Dauid  be  y*  farre  from  me 

9<o  yt  cannot  be,  but  I  shall  tell  thee  yf  that  my  fathers  malice 
agaynst  the  be  complet:  &  now  I  make  the  faythfull  promise 
that  yf  of  thee  my  father  sharply  speake  I  will  immediatly 
the  same  to  the  declare,  &  thee  dismisse:  or  else  vnto  mee 
let  god  do  this  &  this.  And  yf  I  liue  thou  shalt  do  mercy 
«06  to  me  agayne;  but  yf  I  dye,  for  ay  to  my  posterity, 

when  our  lord  shall  thy  enemies  haue  rooted  out  of  the  land 

Dauid 
But  what  thy  father  sayth  of  me  how  shall  I  vnderstand? 

lonathas 

To  morrow  hyde  thy  self  by  the  stone  that  ys  Ezel  called 
&  I'l  three  Arrows  shoote,  as  though  I  at  a  marke  had  roued 
910  &  to  the  boy  that  fetches  them,  yf  I  shall  say  they  are 

on  this  syde  thee  come  plucke  them  up,  do  thou  to  me  repay  re 
because  then  peace  to  wardes  thee  ys,  &  no  yll  our  lord  lyueth. 
But  yf  that  I  shall  say  vnto  the  boy,  who  th'Arrowes  fetcheth, 
Beyonde  the  th'Arrows  are,  go  thou  in  peace  because  our  lord 
975  hath  the  dismist :  witnes  our  lord  betwixt  vs  of  this  word, 
[f  ol.l39  a]  Dauid 

Thankes  lonathas :  I  will  not  haue  thy  kyndnes  in  obliuion 

lonathas 
So  I  persuade  my  selfe:  But  Dauid  now  let  vs  begone 

Nuncius 

The  Kalends  now  are  past,  &  Saul  accordinge  to  his  maner 
sate  in  his  chayre  to  eate,  &  by  his  syde  he  placed  Abner 
eso  &  lonathas  before  hym  stoode,  &  Dauids  place  was  empty 
&  yet  the  first  day  Saul  no  token  gaue  that  he  was  angry 
But  when  the  next  day  came  &  saul  saw  Dauid  still  away 
lonathas  (quoth  he)  wherefore's  not  Dauid  here  to  day  nor 

yesterday? 

He  instantly  (sayd  lonathas)  desyred  for  to  go 
•85  to  Bethleem  there  to  sacrifice  as  all  his  Brethren  do 

who  earnestly  had  for  hym  sent  to  come  to  that  solemnity, 

wch  is  the  cause  my  liege  that  he's  now  absent  from  your  maestie. 
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wth  to  lonathas  Saul  did  say:  0  thou  sonne  of  a  woman 

who  cunningly  &  of  her  owne  accorde  ravisheth  a  man 

know  not  I  that  thou  dauid  loues  vnto  thyne  owne  confusion        9»o 

&  of  thy  ignominious  mother,  for  so  longe  as  the  sonne 

of  Isai  lyues  vpon  the  earth  thou  shalt  not  be  established 

in  the  kingdome,  where  fore  be  gone  &  fetch  hym  to  me  presently 

because  he  ys  the  sonne  of  death,  &  shall  be  slayne  undoubtedly 

Why  shall  he  dye  lonathas  reply ed?  father  what  hath  he  done?  **.-, 

yf  that  this  speare  (quoth  Saul)  will  hold  I'l  make  that  to  the 

knowne. 
&  wth  that  he  would  hym  haue  striken,  wch  when  lonathas 

perceiued 

wth  out  delay  he  did  depart  away,  beinge  much  offended, 
&  greiued  sore  for  Dauids  sake,  &  in  the  morninge  did 
go  to  the  fielde,  where  Dauid  was  appoynted  to  lye  hydd  1000 

&  there  one  Arrow  shott,  &  to  his  boy  sayd  fetch  yt  to  mee : 
&  ouer  hym  then  shott  an  other,  &  sayd  boy  yt's  beyond  thee: 
wch  when  the  boy  had  fetcht,  he  shott  the  third,  &  sayd  looke 

further 

beyonde  the  boy,  go  pull  yt  vp  make  hast  &  do  not  loyter. 
And  when  the  boy  had  brought  them  backe:  lonathas  sent  hym  IOOB 

away 

wth  them.  And  Dauid  then  to  lonathas  came  wth  out  delay, 
&  thrise  adored  to  the  ground,  &  then  they  kist  ech  other 
&  did  confirme  the  league  betwixt  them  made  to  last  for  euer. 
Wch  done  both  of  them  went  their  way,  lonathas  vnto  the  citty 
and  Dauid  to  Achimelech  the  high  priest,  who  askt  hym  why       1010 
he  came  alone?  Because  (quoth  Dauid)  that  a  word  the  kinge 
in  secret  to  me  told,  &  sayd  let  no  man  know  the  thinge. 
wherefore  let  me  haue  some  thinge  for  to  eate,  for  I  am  hungry. 
I  haue  no  lay  breades  (sayd  Achimelech)  but  only  bread  that's  holy 
wch  are  the  loaues  of  proposition,  that  I  will  to  thee  geue  1015 

&  thou  may  also  eate,  the  in  necessity  to  relieue 

And  when  he  was  refresht  he  askt  Achimelech  for  a  speare  [fol.!39t>] 

or  sworde,  because  I  myne  owne  weapons  (quoth  he)  I  haue 

not  here 

but  them  behynde  me  lefte  because  the  kinge  me  forward  hastned. 
Here's  sayd  the  priest  Goliaths  sword,  where  wth  yu  hym  beheaded  10ao 
vp  in  a  mantell  wrapt  beyonde  the  Ephod,  wch  yf  yt  please  thee 
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take  for  here  ys  no  other.   There's  none  lyke  that  (quoth  Dauid) 

geue't  me. 

And  so  Achimelech  did,  &  then  Dauid  from  hym  departed 
&  went  to  Achis  kinge  of  Geth,  where  how  he  ys  receiued 
loss  you  wth  your  eyes  shall  see  yf  that  a  while  you'l  geue  attention 
for  here  in  sight  they  cominge  are:  And  now  I  will  be  gone. 

Kinge  Achis 

What  man  ys  that  whome  you  bringe  there?  let  me  streight 
vnderstand 

proclus 

Is  yt  dreede  soueraigne  lord  not  Dauid  the  kinge  of  the  land? 
Did  they  not  in  their  daunces  singe,  &  say  vnto  this  man? 
io3o  Saul  strooke  a  thousand,  &  Dauid  ten  thousand  men  hath  slayne, 

Kinge  Achis 

Dauid?  &  ys  in  such  a  feare?  See  how  his  countenance  changeth. 
He  stumbleth  as  he  comes,  &  downe  betwene  your  hands  now 

slippeth 
&  the  spitle  downe  his  beard  doth  runne.   The  man  ys  madde 

you  see 
thinke  you  that  we  do  madde  men  lacke,  that  you  haue  brought 

unto  mee 

loss  this  foolish  fellow  in  to  my  presents  the  madde  man  for  to  play? 
Shall  this  man  go  into  my  house?  No,  no,  come  let's  away. 

Dauid 

Now  they  are  gone,  &  my  lyfe's  sau'd,  though  in  distresse  I  am 
no  longer  here  I'l  stay,  but  flee  to  the  caue  of  Odellam 

Nuncius 

Dauids  now  to  Odellam  come,  wch  when  his  brethren  hearde, 
1040  they  &  all  in  his  fathers  house  forth  wth  to  Hym  repar'de, 
&  all  such  as  were  in  distresse,  or  wth  any  debt  oppressed 
or  of  a  pensyue  heart,  or  troubled  mynde  to  hym  resorted 
&  he  was  made  their  prince,  &  had  about  foure  hundred  men 
at  his  command,  &  when  he  had  there  stayd  a  whyle,  he  then 
io45  to  Maspha  went:  &  of  the  kinge  of  Moab  desyr'd  that  hee 
would  let  his  parents  wth  hym  stay,  vntill  that  god  almighty 
of  hym  disposed  had :  &  he  consented  to  his  motion 
&  they  there  wth  hym  stay'd  so  longe  as  Dauid  was  in  garison, 
wch  was  but  a  short  whyle,  for  Gad  the  prophet  hym  persuaded 
io6c  to  luda  for  to  go :  wch  when  saul  heard,  he  streight  assembled 
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his  seruants,  &  what  he  will  to  them  say  will  streight  appeare 
for  now  a-longe  vnto  this  place  I  spye  them  cominge  here. 

Saul. 

Gome  neere,  &  now  vnto  my  words  geue  eare  ye  sonnes  of  lemini 
will  Isais  sonne  on  you  bestow  out  of  his  liberality 
vinyards  &  fieldes?  &  you  all  Tribunes  &  centurions  make  1055 

that  you  agaynst  me  do  conspyre,  &  all  part  wth  hym  take? 
yea  &  a  league  ys  made  betwixt  hym  &  myne  owne  sonne  lonathas  [fol,140a] 
&  there's  not  one  amongst  you  all  that  pittyeth  my  case, 
nor  tells  me  that  my  sonne  agaynst  me  hath  my  seruants  raysed 
&  lye  in  wayte  to  take  away  my  lyfe  untill  this  day  i0«o 

Doeg 

In  Nobe  lately  I  wth  Amelech  sawe  the  sonne  of  Isai 
who  to  hym  victuals  gaue,  &  our  lord  god  for  hym  consulted 
yea  &  Goliath  the  philistians  sword  on  hym  bestowed 

Saul. 

Doeg  chiefe  of  my  seruants  go  &  fetch  the  high  priest  hither 
&  the  rest  that  in  Nobe  dwell,  &  wth  them  I'l  take  order  10o5 

Doeg. 
I'l  go  my  liege  &  hither  bringe  them  streight  vnto  your  maiesty 

Saul 
Achimelech? 

Achim[elech]. 
•     my  lord. 

Saul. 

wherefore  hast  yu  conspird  agaj^nst  me? 
&  to  the  sonne  of  Isai  geue  both  victuals,  &  a  sworde, 
&  that  he  might  agaynst  me  ryse  consulted  with  our  lord 
for  hym  who  hath  a  Traytour  bene  vntill  this  very  day?  1070 

Achimelech 

Amongst  your  seruants  who  did  you  so  faythfully  obay 
as  Dauid  the  kings  sonne  in  law,  who  at  your  highnes  word 
euer  wente  forth.  And  began  I  for  to  consult  our  lord 
for  hym?  Suspect  not  that  of  me  thy  seruant  worthy  kinge. 
for  of  this  busines  I,  and  all  these  wth  me  here  knewe  nothinge   i<>7& 

Saul. 

Dyinge  Abimelech  thou,  &  all  thy  fathers  house  shall  dye 
Seruants  turne  you  &  kill  the  priest,  for  they  wth  Dauid  bee 
knowinge  that  he  was  fledd,  &  to  me  none  would  yt  declare 
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Saules  Seruants. 
Extend  our  hands  agaynst  priests  of  our  lord  none  of  us  dare. 

Saul 

loso  Doeg  turne  thou,  &  runne  vpon  the  priests  wth  out  delay 
&  murder  them,  wch  done  all  in  the  citty  of  Nobe  slay 

Doeg 

I'l  you  reuenge  on  them  my  liege,  &  that  wth  all  my  heart 
&  I  haue  frendes  enow  that  willingely  will  take  my  part 
so  soone  as  I  your  highnes  will  vnto  them  shall  make  knowne 

Saul, 
loss  Doeg  I  make  no  doubt  there  of,  wherefore  let's  now  begone. 

Abiathar 

Doeg  this  day  eighty  fyue  priests  hath  slayne,  wch  were  reuested 
in  lynnen  Ephods,  &  also  hath  Nobe  their  citty  waysted 
&  in  th'edge  of  the  sword  stryken  all  there  in  both  men  &  women 
&  spared  not  so  much  as  suckinge  babes  &  litle  children, 
1090  nor  oxe,  nor  Asse,  nor  sheepe,  but  putt  them  all  vnto  the  sworde 
&  only  I  escapt  amongst  all  the  priests  of  our  lord. 
To  Dauid  I'l  begone,  &  vnto  hym  relate  ech  thinge. 

Dauid. 

Abiathar  well  mett:  what  newes  I  pray  the  dost  thou  bringe? 
ffol.l40b]  Abiathar 

All  the  priests  of  our  lord  Doeg  the  Idumite  hath  slayne 

Dauid 

io»5  Doeg  I  wth  Abimalech  saw,  &  thought  he  would  complayne. 
I  guylty  am  of  all  their  soules,  &  the  soule  of  thy  father 
Achimelech  that  good  high  priest.  Stay  wth  me,  &  who  s'euer 
seekes  thy  lyfe  shall  seekemyne,&  thou  wth  me  shall  be  preserued. 
But  now  let's  hence  begone,  lest  vnawares  we  be  assaulted. 

Nuncius. 

1100  When  Dauid  heard  that  Geila  was  by  the  philisthijms  oppugned 
he  by  Abiathar  the  priest  forth  wth  our  lord  consulted 
whether  he  should  go,  &  yt  relieue :  &  our  lord  made  hym  ausweare 
he  should  go,  &  them  also  from  their  enemy es  deliuer: 
wch  he  performd,  &  Saul  hearinge  there  of  prepar'd  an  army, 
lies  &  them  commandment  gaue  for  to  go  &  besiege  that  citty. 

where  of  when  Dauid  had  intelligence,  he  by  the  priest  Abiathar 
sayd  lord  will  they  to  Geila  come,  as  they  prepared  are, 
&  yf  they  come,  whether  will  the  men  of  Geila  me  deliuer 
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to  them,  or  not?  To  whom  our  lord  agayne  did  make  this  answeare: 
Saul  will  come  downe,  &  they  of  ceila  will  to  hym  deliuer  thee,    mo 
&  there  fore  Dauid  wth  six  hundred  men  from  thence  did  flee 
vnto  the  Desert  Ziph  &  lonathas  toward's  hym  goinge 
to  comfort  hym,  as  shall  appeare,  for  here  they  are  both  cominge. 

lonathas 

Dauid  feare  not  for  the  hand  of  my  father  shall  not  stryke  thee 
but  thou  shalt  ouer  Israel  reigne,  &  I  thy  second  bee:  ins 

yea  &  my  father  kno  weth  this,  where  fore  my  league  wth  thee  agayne 
I  will  confirme,  &  thy  true  frende  for  euer  will  remayne. 

Dauid 
Thankes  lonathas:  &  to  my  power  I  will  requite  thy  curtesy 

lonathas 
I  thinke  no  lesse.  Now  let's  be  gone  lest  that  betrayd  we  bee. 

Nuncius 

When  that  the  zephits  vnderstoode  that  Dauid  did  pemayne          mo 
still  in  the  Desert  Ziph,  they  did  of  hym  to  saul  complayne 
sayinge :  Dauid  lyes  hidd  wth  vs :  yf  yt  please  the  o  kinge 
vs  to  command,  wth  out  delay  we'l  hym  vnto  thee.  bringe. 
Blest  be  yee  of  our  lord  (quoth  Saul)  because  my  case  you  pitty 
I  pray  you  go  in  secret  wyse,  lest  he  do  you  espye  1125 

&  all  his  lurkeinge  holes  search  out,  &  where  he  hym  self e  hydeth 
for  that  I  lye  in  wayte  for  hym  he  craftely  suspecteth. 
And  bringe  me  certayne  worde  there  of,  &  then  I'l  wth  you  go. 
And  they  of  all  thinges  brought  hym  word  as  he  did  bidd  them  do 
And  Saul  wth  all  his  army  streight  alonge  wth  them  went  on.         nso 
wch  Dauid  heareinge ',  forth  wth  went  into  the  Desert  Maon 
&  saul  pursued  hym  so  fast,  &  followed  so  harde  after 
that  Dauids  host  on  th'one  syde  of  a  hill  was,  Sauls  on  the  other. 
So  that  Dauid  was  in  dispayre  that  he  could  haue  escaped  [fol.  141»] 

from  saul,  who  in  the  maner  of  a  ringe  had  hym  in  vironed  tis» 

But  vnto  Saul  a  messenger  came,  &  sayd  come  out  of  hand 
for  the  philisthijms  haue  powred  out  them  selues  vpon  the  land. 
wch  made  Saul  the  pursuite  of  Dauid  for  to  leaue,  &  so 
Dauid  escapt  his  hands,  &  did  into  Engaddi  go. 
wch  vnto  Saul  was  told,  when  he  the  philisthijms  had  subdued      n*o 
&  wth  three  thousand  chosen  men  agayne  he  Dauid  followed 


1  MS.  corrected  from  hear'd 
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ouer  the  steepe  &  broken  rocks,  wch  are  accessible  only 
vnto  wilde  gotes,  &  in  to  sheepe  coates  went,  as  he  past  by 
And  what  successe  by  his  pursuite  he  shall  haue,  yet's  not  knowne 
H46  but  shortly  will,  yf  you'l  expect  a  while.  So  I'l  be  gone. 

Dauid 

In  th'inner  part  of  this  same  caue,  come  let's  our  selues  go  hyde 
for  Saul  so  hotely  vs  pursues,  we  can  not  hym  abyde. 

Saul. 

Souldiers  stay  there  a  while,  &  I'l  returne  to  you  a-none 
for  I'l  go  ease  my  self,  a  busynes  that  must  needes  be  done, 
HBO  &  I  can  fynd  no  fitter  place  then  in  this  caue  here  by 

Souldiers  to  Saul. 
And  here  as  you  appoynted  haue,  we  will  expect  your  maiesty 

Gobrias. 

Behold  Dauid  the  Day  ys  come,  where  of  our  lord  sayd  to  thee 
I  will  deliuer  to  thy  hands  thy  foe  &  mortall  enemy 
that  thou  mayst  do  to  hym  as  yt  seemes  good  in  thyne  owne  eyes. 

Dauid 
H56  Our  lord  be  mercifull  to  mee,  that  I  in  any  wyse 

do  no  *  thinge  vnto  my  maister,  who's  of  our  lord  annoynted 
neyther  shall  there  by  you  any  violence  to  hym  be  offered : 
only  I  haue  the  Hemme  of  sauls  cloke  softly  cutt  away. 
wch  greeues  my  heart,  because  he  ys  as  I  before  did  say 
nee  th'annoynted  of  our  lord.  But  now  let's  backe  returne  agayne 
vnto  the  caue,  &  silent  be  while  Saul  doth  there  remayne 

Saul 
Now  to  my  Army  I'l  returne,  from  whence  I  came  before 

Dauid 
My  lord,  &  kinge. 

Saul. 

who's  that? 
Dau[id]. 

flat  on  ye  ground  I  thee  adore. 
Why  dost  thou  heare  mens  words,  that  say  Dauid  seekes  for  to 

kill  thee? 

UBS  Lo  thine  eyes  see  thys  day  that  our  lord  hath  deliuered  thee  to  mee 
in  the  caue  where  I  might  haue  slayne  thee,  but  I  thee  haue  spared 
&  sayd  I  would  not  lay  my  hands  vpon  our  lords  annoynted : 
1  MS.  not. 
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&  for  proofe  of  my  words,  Hemme  of  thy  cloke  here  may  thou  see 

wch  father  I  cutt  off,  &  would  not  lay  my  hand  vpon  thee 

where  by  thou  mayst  perceiue  that  I  agaynst  the  do  intend          n7o 

no  yll,  nor  willingly  in  any  wyse  would  thee  offend. 

Yet  for  all  that  thou  lyes  in  wayte  my  lyfe  to  take  away 

where  as  I  might  thy  lyfe  haue  had,  &  yet  would  the  not  slay. 

our  lord  be  Judge  betwixt  vs  two,  &  me  reuenge  on  thee 

But  on  th'  annoy nted  of  our  lord  my  hand  shall  neuer  bee.  1175 

Whom  dost  thou  persecute  o  kinge  of  Israel?  whom  dost  thou      [fol.UH>] 

persecute? 

yt  ys  a  dead  dogg  &  a  flea  whom  thou  to  death  dost  prosecute. 
Our  lord  be  ludge  betwixt  vs,  &  me  from  thy  hands  deliuer 

Saul. 

Dauid  my  sonne  ys  that  thy  voyce?  Then  I  thou  art  much  iuster. 
for  good  turnes  thou  hast  done  to  me,  &  yll  I  haue  the  rendred     nso 
Our  lord  deliuered  me  to  thy  hands,  &  thou  my  lyfe  hast  spared. 
Who  when  he  found  his  foe  would  lett  him  go  agayne  away? 
Our  lord  reward  thee  for  the  mercy  thou  hast  shew'd  me  to  day. 
And  now  syth  that  I  know,  &  certaynly  do  vnderstande 
that  thou  shalt  reigne,  &  Israels  kingdome  haue  vnder  thy  hand   n85 
Sweare  to  me  in  our  lord  that  thou  wilt  not  the  seede  anoy 
that  comes  of  mee,  nor  the  name  of  my  fathers  house  destroy 

Dauid 
Our  lord  doth  lyue,  neyther  thy  seede  nor  house  I'l  hurt  for  euer. 

Saul 
Then  go  in  peace. 

Dau[id]. 
Now  I'l  depart  to  places  that  are  saffer 

Nuncius 

Now  Samuel's  deade,  &  in  his  house  in  Ramatha  ys  buried  n9o 

where  ah1  Israeli  assembled  were  together  &  for  hym  mourned 
And  since  that  tyme  Dauid  to  pharan's  gone,  &  there  doth  dwell 
a  certayne  man  in  Maon  whose  possession  ys  in  carmell 
exceedinge  greate,  who  hath|three  thousand  sheepe,  &  goates  a 

thousand 

&  Nobal  ys  his  name,  &  vnto  Abigail  he  ys  husbande,  n»5 

who  was  a  woman  beautifull  &  wyse  but  he  ys  couetous 
&  ouer  sparinge  of  his  goods,  hard  harted,  &  malicious 
And  vpon  his  sheepe  shearinge  day  Dauid  intends  to  sende 
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ten  men  to  hym,  hym  to  salute  in  the  name  of  a  frende 
1200  who  neuer  hath  troubled  his  flocks,  nor  any  of  them  taken 
though  they  were  in  the  desert  kept,  neare  to  hym  by  his  men 
&  in  what  sort  Nabal  that  couetous  wretch  will  make  them  answeare 
attentyue  bee  &  you  shall  see  for  they  are  cominge  here 

Dreido 
Nabal  peace  be  to  thee,  &  to  thy  house,  &  to  thy  Brethren 

Nabal 
1206  Beggers  I'l  lay  my  lyfe  you  are  to  prate  you  are  so  geuen 

Dreido 

Our  maister  Dauid  heard  this  day  that  you  are  sheareinge  sheepe 
wch  in  the  desert  your  men  were  wonted  by  vs  to  keepe 
whom  hitherto  we  neuer  haue  in  any  wyse  molested 
nor  one  diminisht  of  thy  flocks,  but  rather  them  preserued 
1210  as  thy  owne  men  can  witnesse  beare. 

Philac. 

yt's  true  sir  y*  they  say 
Dreido. 

There  fore  let  vs  thy  seruants  finde  grace  in  thy  sight  this  day 
&  what  so  euer  thou  thinkes  good  by  vs  send  to  our  maister 
&  as  he  hath  bene  frendly  euer,  so  will  he  be  here  after 
[foU42a]  To  thee  &  thyne,  &  to  thy  flocks,  &  all  that  thou  possessest. 

Nabal 
1215  Thou  may  thy  prateinge  leaue  good  fellow,  for  in  vayne  yu  but 

speakest 

for  I  know  not  who  Dauid  ys,  nor  what's  the  sonne  of  Isai 
There's  many  a  seruant  from  his  maister  flieth  at  this  day. 
Shall  I  then  take  my  bread  &  water,  &  the  flesh  of  my  cattell 
that's  for  my  shearers  kil'd,  &  yt  bestow  I  can  not  tell 
1220  on  whom,  nor  whence  they  are?  That  hath  not  bin  my  vsuall  fashion 
wherefore  returne  from  whence  you  came :  Relief e  here  you  get 

none. 
&  so  vnto  your  maister  say  vnlesse  that  you  be  maisterlesse. 

Dreido 

This  is  a  very  hard  message  to  beare  to  one  that's  in  distresse 
but  syth  no  better  we  can  gett  there  wth  we'l  be  content 
H26  at  this  same  tyme,  &  go  &  cary  yt  to  our  lord  incontinent 

Nabal. 
Go  when  you  will,  &  whither  you  list  yt  ys  all  one  wth  mee 
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&  I'l  to  my  worke  men  returns  who  sheepe  a  shearinge  bee 

Dauid 

I  haue  heard  Nabals  froward  answeare  wch  hath  me  much  dis 
pleased 

wherefore  let's  out  of  hand  all  of  vs  be  wth  our  swordes  girded 
&  this  &  this  do  god  to  me  yf  any  thinge  leaue  I  shall  i28o 

till  morninge l  that  belongs  to  Nabal  pissinge  agaynst  the  wall. 

Phylach 

Mistres  Dauid  sent  to  my  maister  messengers  in  freendly  wyse 
&  he  them  and  their  message  scorn' d,  &  did  Dauid  despise 
where  as  all  our  flockes  prosper'd  well,  whyle  we  wth  them 

conuersed 

for  as  a  wall  both  night  &  day  they  vs  &  them  defended.  i285 

Wherefore  mistres  consider  well  what  you  haue  for  to  do 
for  ruyne  to  our  maister  ys  in  tended  &  to  you. 
for  Dauid  hath  foure  hundred  fightinge  men 2  agaynst  hym  raysed 
besy des  two  hundred  leftebehynd,  who  wth  their  baggage's  stayed 

Abigail 

Then  will  I  go  &  take  wth  me  two  hundred  loaues  of  bread  12*0 

wth  muttons,  Rasens,  figgs  &  wyne,  wch  I'l  cause  to  be  carry ed 
vnto  Dauid  vpon  an  Asse  wth  out  my  husbands  priuity 
&  them  forth  wth  present  to  hym  wth  words  of  greate  humility 

Philach 
Mistres  that's  yowr  best  course:  perhaps  yt  will  appease  his  anger 

Abigail 

That  ys  my  trust:  come  let's  begone,  for  yt's  no  tyme  to  loyter     12*5 
I  prostrate  here  beseech  my  lord  that  he  will  not  be  angry : 
at  Nabals  wordes,  who  did,  accordinge  to  his  name,  speake  foolishly 
&  ys  a  foole.  I  thy  hand  mayd  saw  not  them  whom  thou  sent 
but  so  soone  as  1  heard  there  of,  I  came  incontinent, 
&  brought  wth  me  a  smale  remembrance  to  my  lord  the  kinge       1200 
hopeinge  he'l  yt  accept  because  yt  ys  of  my  presentinge. 
who  wish  all  happines  &  health  vnto  your  royall  maiesty 
&  will  accompt  hym  as  my  foe,  that  ys  to  the  an  enemy. 
Let  not  a  foolish  mans  offence  make  thee  to  sheede  the  blood       [fol.  142t>] 
of  Innocents  that  hurt  thee  not  but  glad  are  of  thy  good.  lass 

When  thou  shalt  to  the  kingdome  come  of  Israel  myndfull  bee 
of  thy  hand  mayd,  &  Nabals  fault  blot  quite  out  of  thy  memory 
1  MS.  mornige.  2  MS.  men  interlined  above. 
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Dauid 

Abigail  I  haue  the  gifte  receiu'd  wth  thanks  wch  thou  be  stowed 
on  mee :  &  blest  be  our  lord  god,  who  sent  the  hither,  &  blessed 
i26o  be  thy  speech,  &  blessed  be  thou,  who  hast  stayd  me  to  day 
that  I  Naball  kild  not,  for  I  intended  hym  to  slay 
wth  myne  owne  hand,  &  none  alyue  remayned  had  at  all 
of  all  his  kynne  vntill  morninge  pissinge  agaynst  the  wall 
But  thou  hast  pacify ed  my  wrath,  where  fore  go  home  in  peace 
ia«5  for  at  thy  suite  towards  Nabal  my  fury  now  doth  cease. 

Abigail. 
Then  will  I  take  my  leaue,  &  rest  vnto  my  lord  beholdinge 

Dauid 
Abigail  adue  wth  all  my  heart.  I'l  also  now  be  goinge J 

Nuncius 

When  Abigail  came  home  her  husband  had  a  feast  prouided 

lyke  to  a  kinge,  &  he  wth  drinke  had  hym. self e  ouercharged 

i27o  Wherefore  she  told  hym  not  a  worde  what  hapened  had  till 

morninge 

but  then  disclosed  all:  where  of  when  he  had  vnderstandinge 
his  hearte  as  could  grew  as  a  stone,  &  wth  in  ten  dayes  after 
he  dyed  beinge  stryken  by  our  lord,  who  seldome  tymes  doth 

suffer 

synners  vnpunished  to  escape,  wch  Dauid  vnderstandinge 
i97B  reioyced  at  his  death,  &  sayd:  blest  be  our  lord  for  punishinge 
the  cause  of  my  reproch  hym  selfe,  &  hath  his  seruant  saued 
from  doinge  yll.  &  since  his  death  Dauid  to  her  ys  marryed. 
And  he  Achinoam  of  lesrahel  did  also  marry. 
But  Saul  his  daughter  Michol  Dauids  wyfe  marryed  to  Phalty 
1980  Lais  his  sonne.  And  now  of  late  the  Zephits  haue  informed 

Saul  that  Dauid  in  ziph  lyes  hydd,  &  Saul  his  host  hath  camped 
consistinge  of  three  thousand  men  out  of  all  Israel  chosen, 
agaynst  the  Desert,  where  of  intelligence  Dauid  hath  also  gotten. 
But  how  he  can  defend  hym  self,  as  yet  yt  ys  not  knowne 
lass  but  shortly  will,  yf  you  will  patience  haue.  so  I'l  be  gone. 

Dauid 

Achimelech  &  Abisai  Sauls  campe  we  haue  surueyed 
this  night,  &  that  so  secretly  that  we  were  not  espyed 
&  as  you  saw  they  sleepinge  lye  both  saul  &  all  his  company 
1  MS.  begoninge. 
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wth  in  their  Tents,  &  soundly  to  wth  trauelinge  beinge  weary. 

Wch  of  you  will  into  the  campe  go  downe  wth  mee  to  Saul  [fol.l43»] 

Abisai 
That  willingly  I'l  do  my  lord,  befall  what  may  befall  i«9i 

Dauid 

Well  then  Achimelec  backe  returne  thou  to  my  host  incontinent 
&  we'l  to  Sauls  campe  go:  Lo  Abisai  they  wth  in  the  tent 
are  all  still  fast  a  sleepe,  &  at  sauls  head  his  speare  ys  fixed 
fast  in  the  ground,  &  his  cupp  full  of  water  by  yt  is  f1]  placed       1905 

Abisai. 

Yt's  true  my  gratious  lord:  God  to  thy  hands  deliuered  hath 
thy  foe :  where  fore  I'l  wth  my  speare  once  nayle  hym  to  the  earth 
&  that  so  surely  that  I  shall  not  neede  to  stryke  hym  twice a 

Dauid 

Thou  shalt  not  Abisai  kill  my  lord  the  kinge  in  any  wyse 
for  who  shall  his  hand  forth  extend  agaynst  our  lords  annoynted  noo 
&  innocent  be?  As  our  lord  lyues  his  dayes  shall  not  be  shortned, 
vnlesse  our  lord  stryke  hym  hym  selfe  wtb  some  disease,  or  hee 
in  warres  fortune  for  to  be  slayne,  or  naturall  death  do  dye. 
Only  his  speare  &  cupp  of  water  that  do  stand  at  his  head 
let's  take  w1*  vs.  Not  one  of  them  at  all  as  yet  ys  wakened  ISOB 

for  the  dead  sleepe  of  our  lord's  on  them  come:  But  let's  away 
&  till  we  to  the  Top  of  the  next  mountayne  come,  not  stay 
Abisai  yt  seemes  they  sleepe  on  still.  But  now  beinge  out  of  daunger 
let's  on  them  call.  Awake  good  people.  Abner  will  thou  not  an- 
swere? 

Abner 
Who's  he  that  calls  &  doth  the  kinge  disquiet?  yt  ys  not  well       i»io 

Dauid 

What  Abner  art  thou  not  a  man?  &  who's  lyke  thee  in  Israel? 
why  then  vnto  the  kinge  thy  lord  no  better  hast  thou  looked? 
for  one  hym  to  haue  kil'd  there  was  into  his  tent  that  entred. 
You  did  amisse  &  worthy  are  to  be  putt  to  the  sworde 
who  did  no  better  looke  vnto  th' annoynted  of  our  lord.  ISIB 

Behold  where  the  kings  speare  ys,  &  also  his  cupp  of  water 
the  wch  were  at  his  head.  Lo  both  of  them  I  fetcht  haue  hither 

Saul 
Is  this  thy  voyce  Dauid  my  sonne? 

1  MS.  also  crossed  out.  2  MS.  thwice. 
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Dau[id]. 

My  voyce  my  lord  &  king 

why  doth  my  liege  mee  persecute?  Haue  1  done  any  ill  thinge 
i82o  in  my  lords  eyes?  If  our  lord  haue  the  vp  agaynst  me  stirred 
odor  of  sacrifice  let  there  bee :  yf  men,  they  are  accursed 
in  our  lords  sight,  who  cast  me  out  for  feare  lest  I  should  dwell 
in  the  inheritance  of  our  lord  the  god  &  kinge  of  Israeli 

Saul 

I  sinned  haue,  Dauid  my  sonne  returne,  for  more  yll  I 
ISM  will  not  vnto  the  do,  syth  my  lyfe  hath  bene  preserued  by  thee 

Dauid. 

See  here  the  kings  speare  ys.  let  one  of  the  kings  seruants  passe 
<&  fetch  the  same,  for  willingly  I'l  send  yt  to  his  gra«e 
[fol.  143  b]&  our  lord  will  reward  ech  one  accordinge  to  his  iustice 

for  he  this  day  into  my  hands  deliuered  thee  I  wis 
iaso  &  I  would  not  stretch  out  my  hand  agaynst  our  lords  annoy nted 
&  as  thy  lyfe  by  mee,  so  let  myne  be  by  thee  preserued. 

Saul 

Sonne  Dauid  blest  be  thou  &  truly  doinge  thou  shalt  do 
&  prevaylinge  thou  shalt  prevayle,  &  now  I'l  go  in  to 
my  place  agayne :  &  where  thou  art  yf  thou  list  thou  may  stay 

Dauid 
isar,  All  happines  attend  my  liege.  Now  he's  gone  I'l  away 

for  my  mynde  geues  me  I  shall  fall  one  day  into  Sauls  hand : 
Ys  yt  not  better  then  to  flee  into  the  Philisthijms  hand?  * 
for  then  in  Israel  Saul  will  not  seeke  for  me  any  longer 
&  so  I  may  be  saffe:  yt's  my  best  course,  I  will  go  thither 

Nuncius 
i34o  Dauid  hence  wth  sixe  hundred  men  did  vnto  Achis  flee 

the  kinge  of  Geth,  who  gaue  hym  leaue  to  dwell  in  his  owne  citty 
at  first  wth  all  his  whole  retinew,  but  after  wardes  bestowed 
the  citty  Siceleg  on  hym,  in  wch  he  foure  monthes  stayed 
&  pray'd  vpon  the  enemyes  of  the  kinge,  wch  pleas'd  hym  well 
1345  for  they  were  neyther  subiect  to  the  Philisthijms  nor  to  Israel 
but  such  as  god  commanded  had  before  to  be  destroyed 
beinge  Ghananites  of  whom  neyther  mans  nor  womans  lyfe  he 
spared 


Head  land. 
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but  put  them  all  vnto  the  sword,  wch  was  to  Achis  gratefull 

&  hym  occasion  gaue  agayne  to  Dauid  to  be  thankfull 

&  to  trust  hym  so  well,  that  hym  &  his  men  he  will  take  isso 

in  to  the  warres  the  wch  the  philisthijms  are  about  to  make 

agaynst  Saul,  &  the  Israelits,  &  Dauid  hath  fidelity 

promised  to  hym.  And  Saul  lykewyse  hath  caldjto  gether  Israel 

who  are  in  campe,  &  wth  the  Philisthijms  ready  to  ioyne  battell 

but  who  the  victory  shall  gett,  yt's  hard  yet  for  to  say.  i»5B 

but  tyme  will  manifest  make  the  same,  &  so  I  will  a,way. 

Saul 
The  Philisthijms  campe  I  haue  suruey'd,  &  yt  makes  me 

astonyed. 

And  I  consulted  haue  our  lord,  &  he  hath  not  me  answeared 
nejrther  by  dreames,  prophets,  nor  priests :  &  dead  longe  since  ys 

Samuell 

&  all  the  southsayers,  &  magicians  I  haue  banisht  out  of  Israeli     i»eo 
where  fore  seeke  me  a  woman  that  a  spirit  pithonicall  hath 
&  I  will  to  her  go,  &  geue  eare  vnto  what  shee  sayth 

Philox      , 
In  Endor  there's  a  woman  that  hath  a  pithonicall  spirit 

Saul 

Thither  streight  I'l  go  disguis'd,  &  see  yf  I  can  wth  her  meete. 
&  Philox  thou  &  Larmos  shall  only  attend  vpon  mee  [fol.  144 a] 

Gome  let's  begone,  for  sore  I  long  vntill  I  do  her  see.  isee 

Philox 

Here  Endor  ys  my  liege,  where  as  the  pithonissa  dwelleth 
&  now  in  the  night  tyme  (wch  best  of  all  their  science  fitteth) 
she  commeth  here  alone,  as  her  guise  ys,  out  of  the  citty 

Saul. 

Woman  well  mett:  In  thy  pithonicall  spirit  diuine  vnto  mee          i»?o 
I  thee  beseech,  &  rayse  hym  vp  whom  I  shall  nominate  to  thee. 

Pithonissa 

Thou  knows  that  all  the  southsayers  &  magicians  expelled  bee 
by  Saul  out  of  the  land :  why  then  for  my  life  dost  thou  lye 
in  wayte?  Is  yt  because  thou  would  betray  me  to  the  kinge? 

Saul 
Our  lord  lyues  there  no  euill  shall  happen  to  thee  for  this  thinge.  1375 

Pithonissa. 
Who  ys  yt  that  I  shall  rayse  vp  to  thee? 

13* 
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Saul. 

Rayse  me  vp  Samuell 
Pithonissa. 
Why  hast  thou  me  deceiu'd?  for  thou  art  Saul  I  know  right  well 

Saul 

Be  not  afray'd.  what  hast  thou  seene. 

Pith[onissa]. 

Gods  out  of  the  earth  cominge. 
Saul 
What  maner  of  forme  hath  hee? 

Pithjonissa]. 

An  olde  man  ys  come  vp  whose  clothinge 
isso  a  mantell  ys. 

Saul. 

Then  ys  yt  samuel.  Fl  prostrate  hym  adore 
on  my  face  to  the  very  earth. 

Sam[uel]. 

Saul  let  me  know  where  fore 
thou  hast  disquieted  mee,  that  I  should  vp  agayne  be  raysed? 

Saul 

I  am  in  great  distresse:  for  the  philisthijms  are  now  prepared 
agaynst  me  for  to  fight,  &  God's  away  from  me  departed, 
1885  &  neyther  by  prophets,  priests,  nor  dreames  answeares  me  beinge 

consulted 

&  there  fore  I  haue  on  the  cald  to  th'ende  that  yu  might  to  me  shew 
what  I  shall  do. 

Samfuel]. 

Why  askest  thou  when  as  our  lord's  gone  from  the? 
vnto  thy  foe?  for  our  lord  will  (as  he  by  my  mouth  did 
tell  thee)  thy  kyngdome  from  the  take,  &  geue  yt  vnto  Dauid, 
1390  Because  thou  heardest  not  his  voyce,  nor  the  wrath  of  his  fury 
on  Amelech  did :  wherefore  all  that  thou  suffers,  our  lord  doth  to  thee. 
And  to  the  philisthijms  our  lord  will  also  deliuer  wth  thee 
Israel  vp :  &  thou  &  thy  sonnes  to  morrow  shall  be  wth  mee 

Philox 

Alas  (Larmos)  the  kinge  is  fallen,  &  strecht  out  on  the  ground 
1806  for  Samuels  wordes  frighted  hym  much:  lo  no  strength's  in  hym 

founde 
haueinge  not  eate  to  day. 
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Pith[onissa]. 

I  do  perceiue  that  he's  much  troubled 

Behold  my  gratious  lord  thy  handmayd  hath  thy  voyce  obeyed 
&  I  into  thy  hands  my  lyfe  haue  put,  where  fore  to  mee 
agayne  geue  eare,  &  wth  me  go,  &  meate  Fl  geue  vnto  thee. 
that  thou  may  eate,  &  strength  recouer,  &  then  go  on  thy  iourney. 

Saul 
1  will  not  eate. 

Pith[onissa],  Phil[ox],  Lar[mos]. 
But  you  must  needes. 
Saul. 

Let's  go  then  syth  you  force  mee. 
Nuncius 

So  soone  as  saul  had  some  thinge  eaten,  he  backe  agayne  returned 
directly  to  his  army  that  in  lesrahell  was  camped. 
And  the  Philisthijms  to  wardes  them  marcht,  &  Dauid&  his  company 
behynde  wth  Achis  went:  whom  when  the  philisthijms  did  espye, 
Their  princes  vnto  Achis  sayd:  What  do  these  Hebrews  meane? 
Do  you  (quoth  he)  not  know  Dauid  Sauls  seruant  &  his  men, 
who  many  dayes  &  yeares  in  Siceleg  wth  me  hath  dwelled 
&  since  he  from  saul  fledd  to  me,  he  neyuer  me  deceiued. 
Lett  hym  quoth  they  returne,  &  not  go  downe  wth  vs  to  battell 
lest  he  our  enemy  do  become,  &  do  take  part  wth  Israeli, 
for  how  can  he  but  in  our  heads  his  lord  &  maister  pacify? 
Ys  not  this  Dauid  vnto  whom  they  sange  in  daunces  lately? 
Saul  hath  a  thousand  strooke,  &  Dauid  stripken  hath  ten  thousand. 
And  Achis  what  the  princes  sayd  told  Dauid  out  of  hand 
sayinge  to  hym :  I  euer  found  thee  iust  since  thou  came  to  mee, 
but  the  princes  of  thee  dislyke,  where  fore  go  backe  I  pray  thee, 
because  they  will  not  thee  permitt  to  go  wth  them  to  battell 
although  thou  euer  hast  bene  iust  in  my  sight  as  gods  Angell 
Through  whose  persuation  Dauid  backe  to  Siceleg  returned 
&  by  th'Amelecits  found  the  citty  cleane  vnto  ashes  burned 
And  the  women  led  captyues  away  from  the  lesse  to  the  greatter 
amongst  wch  were  Dauids  two  wyues,  wch  made  hym  his 

cheekes  water 

for  griefe,  &  he  by  our  lords  warrant  did  th'enemyes  pursue 
&  tooke  from  them  his  wyues,  &  pray,  &  most  part  of  them  slewe. 
And  shortly  after  this  the  Philisthijms  did  fight  wth  Israel, 
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&  Israeli  fled  before  their  face,  &  in  mount  Gelboe  fell: 

In  the  wch  conflict  Saul  hym  self,  beinge  by  th'Archers  sore 

wounded 

sayd  vnto  his  Esquier,  lest  that  perhaps  th'vncircuwcised 
use  come  and  kill  me  wth  scoffes,  draw  out  thy  sword,  &  there  wth 

strike  mee: 
But  his  Esquier  beinge  frighted  sore  would  not:  where  fore  Saul 

presently 

his  sword  caught,  &  vpon  yt  fell,  &  his  lyfe  streight  departed 
wch  his  Esquier  seeinge  also  fell  vpon  his  sword  &  dyed. 
Sauls  three  sonnes  also,  &  all  his  men  were  slayne  that  day  together. 
i4»s  wch  newes  beinge  vnto  Dauid  brought J  returninge  from  the 

slaughter 

of  Amelech,  hee  &  all  his  men  their  garments  rent,  &  mourned 
&  wept,  &  vntill  that  yt  eueninge  was,  they  also  fasted 
vpon  Saul  &  lonathas  his  sonne,  &  vpon  all  the  people 
of  our  lord  &  the  house  of  Israeli  that  were  slayne  in  the  battell. 
[fol.  145  a]  But  lonathas  death  of  all  the  rest  Dauid  lamented  bitterly 
14*1  sayinge:  for  thee  my  brother  lonathas  T  am  exceedinge  sorry. 
Euen  as  the  mother  her  only  sonne  doth  loue,  so  I  thee  loued 
shewinge  there  by  that  death  his  loue  towards  hym  had  not  ended. 
And  what  course  Dauid  now  will  take,  as  yet  yt  ys  not  knowne 
I**B  but  shortly  will  yf  you  will  patience  haue.  So  I'l  be  gone. 


1  MS.  brough. 
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Nuncius 

Kinge  Dauid 

Moguntio  Dauids  seruant. 

Vrias  husband  to  Bethsabee. 

Tholasa  Messenger  from  loab. 

Nathan  a  prophet. 

lonadab  sonne  to  Sewmaa  Dauids 
Brother 

Ammon  Dauids  sonne. 

Thamar  Sister  to  Absolom 

Bretzo  Seruant  to  Ammon 

Bruna  a  woman  of  thecua. 

loab  generall  of  Dauids  army. 

Absolom  K.  Davids  sonne. 

Siba  Miphiboseths  seruant. 

Simei  one  of  Sauls  house. 

Abisai  one  of  Dauids  souldiers 
loabs  brother. 

Ghusai  one  belonginge  to  K.Dauid. 

Achitophel  one  of  Absolom  s  soul 
diers,  before  of  Dauids  counsell. 

People  of  Israel. 


Ethai  one  of  kinge  Dauids 

souldiers 
Malco  a  messenge[r] 

to  loab. 

Achimas  Sadoc  sonne 
Brunus  K.   Dauids  ser 
uant. 
Cela  a  wyse  woman 

of  Abela. 
Gad  a  prophet 
Bethsabee  vrias  wyfe 

&  after  K.  Dauids 
Banaias  one  of  K.  Dauids 

souldiers. 
Sadoc  a  priste. 
Adonias    K.   Dauids 

sonne. 
lonathas   Abiathar 

the  prists  sonne. 
Brogus  K.  Salomons 

seruant. 


Nuncius 

After  Sauls  death  Dauid  the  kinge  of  luda  was  annoy nted 
But  Isboseth  the  sonne  of  Saul  by  Abner  was  ordayned 
to  be  the  kinge  of  Galaad  &  Gessuri  &  of  lesrahel 
&  of  Ephraim  &  Beniamin,  &  also  of  all  Israeli 
But  Isboseths  forces  dayly  decay'd:  &  Dauids  power 
increas'd,  for  Abner  did  vpon  occasion  of  a  slaunder 
breake  from  hym,  &  tooke  Dauids  part  &  brought  wth  hym  all 

Israel. 

But  after  loab  hym  slewe  for  the  death  of  his  brother  Asael 
whom  Abner  kilde  before.  But  Abner's  death  Dauid  lamented 
exceedinge  much,  &  w'h  loab  for  his  death  was  much  offended 
And  Isboseth  was  after  slayne  by  Rechab  &  Baana 
&  his  head  vnto  Dauid  brought  by  them  that  did  hym  slea. 
But  Dauid  did  condemne  their  fact,  &  for  their  paynes  them  killed 
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&  after  in  the  citty  of  Hierusalem  remayned 
[fol.  146«]  And  there  he  from  the  lebusits  did  take  the  Tower  of  Sion 

,fl  the  wch  the  citty  of  Dauid's  cal'd,  a  goodly  habitation. 

And  Oza  touchinge  of  the  Arke  when  that  the  oxen  spurned 
&  made  yt  leane  a-syde,  was  by  god  for  his  rashnes  killed 
wch  frighted  Dauid  so,  that  he  the  Arke  of  god  did  cary 

90  vnto  Obededoms  house,  &  there  the  same  three  monthes  did  tary : 
for  wch  Obededom  &  his  house  was  blest,  wch  Dauid  hearinge 
he  to  Hierusalem  f etcht  the  same,  where  he  was  then  remayninge 
And  before  the  Arke  of  our  lord  Dauid  &  the  rest  daunced 
in  token  of  their  ioy,  &  afterward  Dauid  intended 

35  to  builde  a  Temple  to  our  lord,  &  th'Arke  there  in  to  place 
but  that  by  the  appoyntment  of  our  lord  differred  was 
wth  promise  that  the  same  shall  by  his  sonne  performed  bee 
&  that  his  kingdom  shall  not  fayle,  but  last  for  all  eternity. 
And  Michol:  because  that  she  Dauid  mockt  when  as  he  daunced 

so  before  the  Arke,  of  children  was  vntill  her  death  depryued: 
And  six  sonnes  were  to  Dauid  borne  whyle  that  he  dwelt  in  Hebron 
where  of  his  eldest  of  Achinoam  begot  was  Ammon, 
Gheleab  the  next,  &  Absalom  his  third  sonne  had  to  name, 
fourth  Adonias,  Saphathia  fifth,  &  the  sixt  letraam. 

>5  And  diuers  countries  vnto  wch  Israel  did  tribute  pay 
are  tributaries  now  'become  to  Israel  at  this  day. 
And  many  Nations  conquered  are  &  by  Dauid  subdued 
who  in  subiection  Israel  had  in  the  tyme  that  Saul  reigned. 
And  Dauid  for  the  loue  that  he  to  lonathas  did  owe 

40  did  on  his  sonne  Miphiboseth  the  lands  of  Saul  bestowe, 
&  well  requited  all  that  were  his  frendes  in  his  aduersity 
&  iust  reuenge  did  take  vpon  them  that  had  done  hym  iniury. 
And  Rabba  a  citty  of  the  Ammonites  ys  now  besiged 
by  Dauid,  &  loab  of  his  Army  chiefe  captayne  ys  ordayned. 

45  But  what  th'  euent  of  these  same  warres  will  be  as  yet's  not  knowne 
but  shortly  will  yf  you'l  attentyue  bee:  So  Fl  be  gone. 

Kinge  Dauid 
What  woman's  this  that's  washinge  of  her  selfe?  Non  can  be  fayrer 

Moguntio. 
It's  Bethsabee  (my  Liege)  vrias  wyfe,  &  Eliams  daughter 

Dauid 
Go  to  her  streight,  &  bid  her  to  my  chamber  come  anone 
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for  wth  her  loue  my  heart  ys  sett  on  fyre.  come  let's  begone         80 

Wth  Bethsabee  now  haue  I  lyen,  who  hath  by  me  concerned 

a  childe,  &  of  all  women  shee  ys  by  me  the  best  beloued 

&  yf  her  husband  once  were  deade,  1  might  inioy  her  still 

where  fore  how  I  may  hym  dispatch  some  way  devise  I  will 

&  better  none  I  can  inuent  then  for  to  sende  hym  too  [fol.  146  bj 

the  warres,  &  in  fronte  of  the  batell  sett  hym,  wch  1*1  do.  B0 

for  vnto  loab  chiefe  captayne  of  the  warres  I'l  write  a  letter 

to  that  effect,  &  there  of  shall  vrias  be  the  carier 

hym  selfe,  but  not  know  the  contents  there  of,  for  that  shall  bee 

conceal'd  from  hym:  &  now  I'l  write  the  same  &  sealeyt  presently.  6o 

My  true  &  trusty  seruant  loab,  The  bearer  here  of  sett 

in  the  front  of  the  battell  where  the  daunger  ys  most  great 

to  th'ende  that  he  may  be  dispatcht  (for  that  ys  my  intention. 

fayle  not,  but  my  commandment  do,  &  that  wth  expedition. 

Dauid  thy  lord  &  Kinge. 

This  will  suffice:  I'l  folde  yt  vp  &  seale  yt  wth  my  ringe  66 

&  to  Vrias  yt  deliuer,  who  here  in  fytt  tyme's  cominge. 
Vrias  thou  art  come,  as  I  could  wish,  for  here's  a  letter 
to  be  conueyd  to  loab :  I  pray  thee  take  yt  wth  thee  thither. 

Vrias. 
I  will  so  do  dreede  Soueraigne  lord,  &  that  wth  out  delay  7o 

Dauid 
Thankes  good  vrias  for  thy  paynes.  So  let's  go  hence  away. 

Tholas 

Most  gratious  prince  your  enemyes  agaynst  vs  haue  prevayled 
though  when  we  mett  them  in  the  field  we  hotely  them  pursued 
euen  to  the  citty  gate,  for  they  shott  arrows  off  the  wall 
&  many  of  thy  seruants  slewe,  &  others  sore  dyd l  gall. 
&  your  seruant  vrias  was  one  of  them  that  were  slayne  7e 

as  loab  did  will  mee  for  to  signify  to  you  dreede  Soveraigne 
for  in  the  fore  fronte  of  the  battell  by  loab  he  was  placed 

Dauid 

Tholas  to  loab  thus  shall  thou  say:  Here  wth  be  not  discomfited 
for  diuerse  ys  th'euent  of  warres:  now  this  &  now  that  man          8o 
the  sworde  cutts  off.  Agaynst  the  citty  wth  thy  force  go  agayne 
for  thou  in  tyme  may  yt  destroy,  &  vnto  ruyne  bringe. 
Thus  much  say  to  my  seruant  loab :  &  so  let's  hence  be  goinge. 

1  Written  over  an  erasure. 
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Nuncius. 
When  Bethsabee  heard  of  her  husbands  death  for  hym  shee 

mourned 

85  a  whyle:  but  since  that  tym  vnto  Kinge  Dauid  shee  ys  maryed. 
&  shee  hath  brought 1  hym  forth  a  sonne :  &  this  Dauids  proceedinge 
ys  scandalous  to  many,  &  before  our  lord  displeasinge 
So  that  yt  lykely  ys,  vnlesse  the  kinge  his  synne  repent 
our  lord  will  hym  afflict  wth  some  seuere  &  grievous  punishment. 
90  &  that  to  signify  to  hym  Nathan  the  prophett's  cominge 

here  wth  the  kinge,  &  (as  yt  seemes)  they  seriously  are  talkinge 
&  about  what  yt  will  appeare,  }'f  you  will  geue  attention 
accordinge  to  your  vsuall  wonte.  &  so  I  will  be  gone, 
[foil  47  a]  Nathan 

DreedeSoueraigne  lord)  there  were  two  men  who  dwelled  in  one  citty 
95  th'one  rych,  the  other  pore:  The  rych  man  had  exceedinge  many 
oxen  &  sheepe:  but  the  pore  man  one  litle  ewe  had  only 
wch  he  had  brought  &  nourished  vp  wth  in  his  house  continually 
amongst  his  children,  and  of  his  owne  bread  shee  did  eate  euer 
&  of  his  cupp  drynke,  &  slept  in  his  bosome  as  his  daughter. 
100  And  when  a  certayne  stranger  came  to  the  rych  man,  he  spared 
his  owne  oxen,  &  sheepe,  &  tooke  the  pore  mans  ewe,  &  killed 
her  for  to  make  a  feast  for  the  stranger  vnto  hym  come 

Dauid 

Our  lord  doth  lyue,  the  man's  the  child  of  death  that  hath  this  done 
He  render  shall  the  ewe  foure  folde,  that  hath  done  this  same 
thing 

Nathan 

io5  Thou  art  the  man.  Thus  sayth  our  lord:  I  thee  annoynted  kinge 
of  Israel,  &  deliuered  thee  from  Saul  thy  deadly  enemy 
&  the  house  of  thy  lord  &  thy  lords  wyues  1  also  gaue  thee. 
yea  &  I  gaue  to  thee  the  house  of  luda  &  of  Israel 
&  will  farre  greatter  things  add  to  thee,  yf  these  be  but  litle 
no  Why  therefore  the  worde  of  the  lord  thy  god  hast  thou  contemned 
&  done  yll  in  his  sight?  Thou  hast  Vrias  t'Hetheit  killed 
&  his  wyfe  taken  to  thy  wyfe,  &  slayne  hym  in  the  sworde 
of  the  children  of  Ammon,  for  wch  thinge  thus  sayth  our  lord 
for  euer  shall  the  sword  not  from  thy  house  depart,  syth  mee 


MS.  brough. 
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thou  hast  dispysd,  &  the  wyfe  of  vrias  taken  to  thee  us 

to  be  thy  wyfe.  Behold  out  of  thy  house  Fl  rayse  up  yll 

&  take  thy  wyues  before  thyne  eyes,  &  to  thy  neighbour  will 

them  geue:  &  he  shall  sleepe  wth  them  in  ye  sight  of  this  sunne 

for  thou  hast  done  yt  secretly,  but  this  word  shall  be  done 

by  me  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  &  sight  of  the  sunne.  tto 

Dauid 
I  synn'd  haue  to  our  lord,  &  wickedly  agaynst  hym  done 

Nathan. 

Oy,r  lord  also  th}'  synne  away  hath  taken:  Thou  shalt  not  dye 
Neuer  the  lesse  the  sonne  dyinge  shall  dye,  that's  borne  vnto  thee 
because  thou  hast  made  th'enemyes  of  our  lord  for  to  blaspheme 
where  as  thou  rather  should  haue  bene  a  good  example  to  them.  i«5 
But  now  I'l  to  my  house  returne  haueinge  vrgent  occasion. 

Dauid 
And  I  no  longer  here  will  stay  my  selfe  syth  he  ys  gone 

Nuncius 
the  sonne  that  Bethsabee  brought  forth  god  hath  wth  sicknes 

visited 

&  for  recouery  of  his  health  dauid  fasted  &  prayed 
&  lye  vpon  the  ground,  &  neyther  eate  nor  drunke  at  all  iso 

But  when  he  heard  the  child  was  dead,  for  oyntments  he  did  call 
&  washt  hym  selfe,  &  eate  &  drunke,  &  our  lord  god  adored.         [fol.  147  hj 
Wch  when  his  seruants  saw,  there  at  they  greatly  were  astonyed 
&  vnto  one  an  other  sayd:  What  a  strange  thinge  ys  this? 
that  while  the  infant  lyu'd  he  mourn'd,  &  not  when  he  dead  ys?  i«s 
To  whom  Dauid  did  answeare  make:  I  mourned  whyle  he  lyued 
sayinge:  who  knows  whether  he  by  god  to  health  may  be  restored? 
But  he  beinge  dead  I  do  not  mourne,  nor  fast,  for  I  do  know 
he  can  not  come  to  me  agayne,  but  I  must  to  hym  go. 
And  when  the  child  was  dead  &  buryed,  he  Bethsabee  comforted  MO 
&  slept  wth  her  agayne,  &  since  that  tyme  shee  was  deliuered 
of  an  other  sonne,  who  Salomon's  cald,  whom  our  lord  loues  in- 

tirely. 

&  ten  other  sonnes  of  concubins  &  wyues  wch  he  did  mary 
Dauid  begothen  hath  since  to  Hierusalem  he  did  come 
&  loab  agayne  hath  fought  agaynst  Rabba  &  the  citty  wonne.      145 
And  Ammon  one  of  Dauid  sonnes  begotten  of  Achinoam 
wth  Absoloms  sister  ys  in  loue,  who  Thamar  hath  to  name 
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Whom  Dauid  of  Maacha  did  begot:  &  what  will  bee 
th'issue  there  of  rests  doubtfull  yet,  but  tyme  will  yt  discry 
iso  for  here  Ammon  &  lonadab  his  nephewe  cominge  are 
&  to  his  vncle  yt's  lyke  Ammon  will  his  mynde  declare 

lonadab 

Ammon)  what  makes  thee  day  by  day  so  leane  beinge  the  kings 
sonne? 

Ammon. 
I  am  in  loue  wth  Thamar  sister  to  my  Brother  Absolom 

lonadab. 

Lye  on  my  bedd,  &  sicknes  feyne,  &  when  thy  father  cometh 
155  desyre  hym  that  thy  sister  may  such  meate  as  thy  mynd  fancieth 
vnto  the  bringe :  &  then  thou  may  thy  loue  to  her  discouer 

Ammon. 
Yowrcounsel'sgood;  come  let's  be  gone  for  I  longe  tospeakewthher 

Thamar 

My  lord  the  kinge  did  tell  me  that  my  Brother  sicke  doth  lye 
on  lonadab  my  vncles  bed,  whither  wfch  this  Broth  I'l  hye 
leo  to  try  yf  he  will  tayst  there  of,  as  the  kinge  me  commanded 

Ammon 
Stay  sister  stay  &  lye  wth  mee,  for  that's  yt  I  desyred. 

Thamar 

Brother  alas  what  will  you  do?  Intend  you  for  to  ravish  mee? 
In  Israel  that  vnlawfull  ys,  &  vnto  me  great  iniury, 
&  shame  vnto  your  selfe,  &  much  dishonour  to  my  father 
165  where  fore  attempt  no  such  foule  act,  yf  you  do  loue  me  Brother. 
But  rather  speake  vnto  the  kinge,  &  he  will  geue  me  to  thee. 

Ammon. 

Be  quiet  for  thy  labour's  lost  to  stryue  &  strugle  wth  mee. 
[fol.l48a]  NOW  minion  thou  may  gett  thee  hence:  for  I  my  lust  haue  satisfy ed 
&  the  loue  that  I  bare  to  thee  ys  turned  Now  to  hatred 

Thamar. 
170  This  euill  in  expellinge  mee  exceedeth  farre  the  former 

Ammon 
This  woman  from  me  Bretzo  take,  &  the  dore  fast  shutt  after  her 

Bretzo. 
I  will  my  lord:  come  lady  go  syth  yt  will  be  no  better 

Thamar. 
0  wo  ys  me!  what  shall  I  doe?  I  shamed  am  for  euer. 
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Bretzo. 

I  haue  her  thrust  my  lord  out  at  the  dores,  &  shee  goes  cryinge 
&  sprincklinge  ashes  on  her  head,  &  her  longe  garments  tearinge  175 

t     Ammon 

Let  her  do  what  she  list,  for  my  hatred  to  her  is  greatter 
then  euer  was  my  loue.  Perhaps  to  Ahsolom  her  Brother 
she  will  go  make  her  mone,  &  to  hym  tell  what  I  haue  done. 
&  yf  shee  do  yt  ys  no  matter.  But  now  let  vs  be  gone. 

Nuncius 

Thamar  th' abuse  of  Ammon  hath  to  Absolom  declared  i80 

who  although  he  did  pitty  her  case,  &  there  at  was  much  grieued 
yet  he  wild  her  to  hold  her  peace,  because  he  was  her  Brother 
&  there  of  vnto  Ammon  did  not  speake  one  word  or  other 
but  did  his  hatred  vnto  hym  conceale.  &  Thamar  stayed 
in  Absolom  her  Brothers  house  in  her  mynde  sore  perplexed         195 
&  when  the  brute  there  of  to  Dauid  came,  he  grieu'd  exceedingly 
But  after  two  yeares  Absolom  obtayned  of  his  maiesty 
that  all  his  Brethren  might  come  to  a  feast  at  his  sheepe  shearinge 
where  he  his  Brother  Ammon  slew,  the  rest  safly  departinge. 
of  whose  death  when  the  kinge  did  heare  he  was  perplexed  sore  t8o 
&  all  his  house,  &  Absolom  fledd  to  the  kinge  of  Gessur, 
where  he  three  yeares  remayned  hath.  But  loab  when  he  perceiued 
that  the  kings  heart  for  Ammons  death  from  Absolom  was  turned 
a  woman  got  for  to  propose  his  pardon  by  a  parable 
vnto  the  kinge,  &  what  effect  yt  will  haue  tyme  will  tell  i96 

for  here  the  kinge  doth  come  wth  many  nobles  in  his  company 
wth  the  woman  that's  to  make  this  suite  attendinge  on  his  maiesty 
Lo  how  she  mourninge  feynes,  haueinge  putt  on  a  mourning 

garment 

&  her  face  all  bedew'd  with  teares,  &  garments  all  to  rent 
&  now  shee  ys  about  to  make  vnto  the  kinge  her  mone  a0o 

where  fore  attentyue  be  what  she  will  say,  so  I'l  be  gone. 

Bruna 
Saue  me  o  kinge! 

Dauid. 

What  ys  thy  suite. 
Br[una]. 

Alas  I  am  a  widow 
for  my  husband  ys  dead,  &  thy  handmayd  had  sonnes  but  two 
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who  in  the  fielde  at  words  fell  th'one  wth  th' other,  &  there  was 

none 

9o&  to  stay  them,  but  th'one  kild  the  other,  &  th'other's  fled  &  gone. 
[fol.l48b]  And  behold  his  whole  kinred  ryse  agaynst  thy  handmayd,  sayinge : 
Thy  sonne  that's  fled  &  hath  his  Brother  kild,  vnto  vs  bringe 
that  he  may  vnto  death  be  putt  for  killinge  of  his  Brother 
wch  yf  yt  happ  (my  liege)  of  no  sonne  I  shall  be  the  mother 
210  Neither  shall  my  husband  haue  heire:  And  this  for  iustice  sake 
ys  not  done,  but  that  they  an  heire  of  their  owne  kynne  may  make 

King  Dauid. 

Go  to  thy  house,  &  yf  thou  speake  the  truth  &  do  not  lye 
woman  I  will  commandment  geue  that  thy  sonne  shall  not  dye. 

Bruna 

Dreede  Soueraigne  your  affayres  so  very  many  are  &  great 
sis  that  your  highnes  may  well  this  your  pore  handmayds  suite 

forgett 

&  this  yll  may  vpon  me  light,  &  on  th'house  of  my  father 
wth  out  your  fault:  where  fore  my  liege  make  vs  yet  some  securer 

King  Dauid. 

He  that  gayne  says  thee  &  thy  sonne,  lett  hymbe  brought  vnto  mee 
&  I'l  such  course  take  that  he  shall  no  more  presume  to  touch  thee 

Bruna. 

220  The  kinsmen  many  are  that  would  reueng'd  be  of  my  sonne 
so  that  I  can  not  bringe  them  all :  &  yf  I  bringe  but  one 
or  two  vnto  your  grace,  by  the  rest  he  may  killed  bee 
the  while,  wherefore  my  Liege  by  publish't  oath  make  hym  se 
curity 

Kinge  Dauid 
Our  Lord  dothlyue,  on  th'earth  there  shall  no  heire  fall  of  thy  sonne 

Bruna. 

ass  Let  not  my  lord  be  angry  yf  I  speake  agayne. 

Dau[id]. 

Speake  on 
Bruna 

Why  then  permist  thou  not  Absolom  to  come  agayne, 
&  them  that  fled  away  wth  hym,  but  let's  them  still  remayne 
in  the  Idolaters  land,  where  they  may  be  drawne  to  Idolatry? 
And  as  waters  do  not  returne,  So  on  th'earth  wee  all  dye 
»o  neuer  to  come  agayne  to  lyfe,  so  that  Ammon  beinge  dead, 
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can  not  revived  bee:  but  Absolom  may  be  recalled 

from  Banishment  yf  that  yt  please  your  grace  for  hym  to  send : 

And  God  will's  not  a  sinners  death  but  would  haue  hym  amend 

hys  former  faults,  &  ready  ys  then  for  to  shew  hym  mercy. 

And  god  you  represent:  where  fore  on  Absolom  take  pitty.  235 

And  syth  your  highnes  hath  by  oath  both  me  &  my  sonne  pardoned 

Let  (worthy  king)  lyke  fauour  vnto  Absolom  be  shewed 

Kinge  Dauid 
Tell  me  good  woman  ys  loab  of  thy  counsell  in  this  matter? 

Bruna 
He  ys  my  liege:  No  word  of  his  there  was  that  I  did  alter 

Kinge  Dauid  [fol.149' 

Behold  loab  my  wrathes  pacifyed,  &  I  will  do  thy  word  940 

go  streight  &  the  boy  Absolom  recall. 

loab 

Thankes  gratious  lord. 

I  prostrate  fallinge  on  my  face  vnto  the  earth  adore  thee 
Now  vnto  Gessur  I'l  begone  &  Absolom  fetch  home  presently 

Kinge  Dauid 
so  do,  but  bringe  hym  to  his  house,  &  not  before  my  face 

loab. 
I  will:  &  now  I  humbly  take  my  leaue  of  your  good  grace  245 

Kinge  Dauid 

Adewe  loab,  &  god  speed  thee  well.  Now  I'l  also  be  gone 
Bruna  farewell. 

Bru[na]. 
All  happines  attend  your  royall  person. 

Nuncius. 

loab  hath  brought  Absolom  vnto  his  house,  but  the  kings  face 
he's  not  admitted  yet  to  see:  &  for  beauty  there  was 
neuer  in  all  Israel  his  peare:  &  no  lesse  was  his  comlynes  2Bo 

for  from  sole  of  his  foote  to  the  crowne  of  his  head  he's  faultlesse 
And  when  he  powld  his  heire  (wch  euery  yeare  once  was  per 
formed 

because  his  bush  did  burden  hym)  of  common  weight  yt  weyed 
two  hundred  sides,  &  he  in  Hierusalem  two  yeares  [*]  was 
&  neuer  saw  of  all  that  tyme  the  kinge  his  fathers  face.  2a6 


1  MS.  he  written  and  erased. 
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But  in  the  ende  to  see  hym  hee  by  loabs  meanes  was  permitted 
&  he  the  kinge  ador'd,  &  wth  a  kisse  the  kinge  hym  welcomed. 
But  Absolom  hath  since  that  tyme  for  hym  selfe  chariots  gotten 
&  men  before  hym  for  to  go :  &  when  any  one  doth  happen 

aeo  for  iudgment  to  the  kinge  to  come,  then  Absolom  doth  stand 
at  the  entrance  of  the  kings  gate,  &  takes  hym  by  the  hand 
geueinge  hym  kynd  &  louinge  words,  &  frendly  hym  embraceth 
where  by  all  the  kings  subiects  hearts  vnto  hym  selfe  he  winneth. 
But  to  what  ende  he  doth  all  this  as  yet  yt  ys  not  knowne 

aes  but  shortly  will  yf  you  will  patience  haue.  So  I'l  begone. 

Absolom 

My  gratious  lord  yf  yt  please  you  I  gladly  would  be  gone 
to  pay  my  vowes,  wch  I  did  make  vnto  our  lord  in  Hebron 
for  thy  seruant  vowinge  did  vow,  &  made  a  faythfull  promise 
when  I  in  Gessur  lyuinge  was,  vnto  our  lord  to  sacrifice 

270  yf  that  into  Hierusalem  I  safly  came  agayne 

Kinge  Dauid 
Sonne  Absolom  in  peace  depart:  I  will  not  thee  detayne 

Absolom 
Then  humbly  I  will  take  my  leaue,  wth  thankes  vpon  my  knee 

Kinge  Dauid 

fare  well  my  sonne:  now  he  ys  gone,  no  longer  here  I'l  tary 
[fol.U9b]  Nuncius 

Now  Absolom  in  Hebron  ys  aryu'd,  &  hath  conspyred 

975  agaynst  the  kinge  his  father,  &  many  vnto  hym  are  ioyned 
amongst  whom  ys  Achitophel  to  Dauid  that  was  counseler 
where  of  so  soone  as  the  kinge  had  intelligence  by  a  messenger 
he  to  his  seruants  sayd :  The  hearts  of  Israel  are  wth  Absolom, 
Aryse  let's  flee  lest  sodaynly  he  should  vpon  vs  come 

980  &  kill  vs,  &  the  citty  stryke  in  the  edge  of  the  sworde 
&  wth  hym  there  did  go  six  hundred  souldiers  at  his  worde 
And  the  priest  Sadoc  &  the  Leuits  also  wth  hym  went 
caryinge  the  Arke  of  god  till  they  had  passed  Gedrons  torrent 
But  then  the  kinge  made  Sadoc  backe  the  Arke  of  god  to  cary 

ass  in  to  Hierusalem,  sayinge  yf  that  I  shall  fynde  mercy 

&  grace  in  the  sight  of  our  lord,  he'l  bringe  me  backe  agayne 
&  shew  me  yt:  The  while  yt  shall  wth  in  the  citty  remayne. 
But  yf  god  shall  vnto  mee  say:  I  am  displeased  wth  thee,. 
Let  hym  do  that  wch  ys  before  hym  good :  I'l  take  yt  patiently. 
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for  till  that  I  to  god  be  reconcile!,  I  am  not  worthy  «90 

to  haue  the  Arke  of  couenant  for  to  go  in  my  company. 

Sadoc  then  &  Abiathar  the  Arke  of  god  backe  caryed 

&  Dauid  weepinge  &  bare  foote  vp  the  mount  Oliuet  clymbed 

wth  his  head  couered  (as  all  the  rest  had  that  wth  hym  went) 

lest  that  he  had  bene  seene  of  them  to  weepe,  mourne,  &  lament  896 

And  when  yt  was  told  Dauid  that  Achitophell  in  company 

wth  his  sonne  Absolom  was :  Inf atuat  o  lord  quoth  hee 

the  counsell  of  Achitophel:  &  then  Dauid  adored 

our  lord  on  the  topp  of  the  mount:  wch  done  Ghusay  repayred 

to  hym  wth  his  head  full  of  earth,  &  garments  all  to  rent.  80o 

whom  when  Dauid  had  seene,  he  to  hym  thus  did  say  incontinent : 

Yf  thou  go  wth  me,  vnto  me  a  burthen  thou  shalt  bee 

(for  hee  no  warrier  was)  But  yf  thou  go  backe  to  the  citty 

&  vnto  Absolom  say :  I  thy  seruant  am  o  kinge 

as  I  thy  fathers  seruant  was  obedient  in  ech  thinge  so* 

so  Fl  thy  seruant  be,  Thou  shalt  defeate  Achitophels  counsell 

for  to  the  priests  Abiathar  &  sadoc  thou  shalt  tell 

what  thou  heares  out  of  the  kings  house,  &  they  shall  to  me  signify 

by  their  sonnes  what  ys  sayd.  And  Ghusai  went  vnto  the  citty 

accordinge  to  the  kings  desyre:  But  what  he'l  do  or  say  8io 

as  yet's  not  knowne,  but  shortly  will,  so  Fl  go  hence  away 

Moguntio 

My  liege)  Siba  the  seruant  of  Miphiboseth  the  sonne 
of  lonathas,  who  in  tyme  past  so  much  for  you  hath  done 
hath  brought  vnto  your  maiesty  two  Asses  that  were  loaded         [fol.  150*] 
wth  Rasens,  Bread,  &  figs,  &  wyne,  wch  he  to  me  deliuered  .15 

Dauid 
Siba  what  meane  those  things? 

Siba. 

The  asses  are  to  ryde  vpon 

when  the  kings  howshold  weary  ys  haui[n]ge  long  iourneys  gone. 
The  Bread,  Rasens,  &  figs  are  for  thy  seruants  for  to  eate 
when  that  they  in  the  desert  are,  &  can  come  by  no  meate. 
And  the  wyne  is  to  be  drunke  when  any  man  ys  faynt  or  thirsty  »2o 

Dauid 
Where's  thy  old  maisters  sonne? 

Siba. 
He  in  Hierusalem  doth  tary 

f)efperio,  <Ergatt3ungsretl)e,  4. 
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&  sayth:  This  day  the  house  of  Israel  agayne  restore 

hym  to  his  fathers  kingdome  wch  his  grandfather  had  before. 

Dauid 
Siba  let  all  things  be  thyne  w°h  I  to  Miphiboseth  gaue 

Siba 

8 2B  Thanks  my  lord  kinge  for  that  such  grace  found  in  thy  sight  I  haue 
Alas  my  Liege  who's  that  that  hurleth  stones  thus  at  your  grace? 
&  at  your  seruants  to? 

Dauid. 
It  Simei  ys  come  of  Saul's  race 

Simei 
Gome  forth,  come  forth  thou  man  of  blood,  come  forth  thou  man 

of  Belial 

our  lord  hath  all  the  blood  repayd  the  of  the  house  of  Saul 
»ao  Because  thou  Sauls  kingdome  invaded  hast,  our  lord  hath  taken 
from  thee  the  kingdome,  &  to  Absolom  the  same  hath  geuen, 
because  thou  art  a  man  of  blood  thyne  euils  have  opprest  thee 

Abisai 
Why  curseth  this  dead  dogg  my  lord?     I'l  go  cutt  off  his  head 

Dauid 

Let  hym  alone  that  he  may  curse  syth  our  Lord  hath  permitted 
380  hym  Dauid  for  to  curse.  And  who  ys  hee  that  dare  say  why 
hath  hee  so  done?  Behold  my  sonne  that  did  come  out  of  mee- 
seeketh  my  lyfe.  By  how  much  more  he  that's  the  sonne  of  lemini? 
Let  hym  alone  that  he  may  curse :  syth  he  by  god  Almighty 
permitted  ys :  perhaps  our  lord  may  to  me  mercy  shew 
SAO  &  respect  my  affliction,  &  for  this  days  cursinge  doe 

me  good,  where  fore  a  whyle  yet  longer  letts  walke  in  his 
company 

Semei 
Gome  forth,  come  forth  thou  man  of  blood,  come  forth  y*  I  may 

kill  thee 

our  lord  hath  repay'd  thee  all  the  blood  of  the  house  of  Saul. 
What  are  you  gone?  no  longer  here  then  I  will  stay  at  all. 

Ghusai 

845  Now  Absolom,  Achitophel,  &  all  the  people  are 
entred  into  Hierusalem :  wherefore  I  will  prepare 


A  non-rhyming  line  but  no  indication  of  any  omission. 
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my  selfe,  &  to  hym  go.  But  as  it  seemes  he's  this  way  cominge     [fol.  150*>] 
I  will  hym  meete:  God  saue  theekinge:  owrlord  saue  theeo  kinge. 

Absolom 

Is  this  thy  kyndnes  to  thy  frende?  where  fore  did  thou  not  go 
wth  thy  frend  as  before  thyne  eyes  thou  sawest  others  do  86o 

Ghusai  * 

Because  that  I  his  seruant  was,  but  now  serue  hym  will  I 
that's  chosen  by  our  lord  &  people,  &  wth  hym  will  tary 
&  more  then  that  whom  shall  I  serue?  ys  it  not  ye  kings  sonne? 
Service  to  thee  I'l  do,  as  to  thy  father  I  haue  done. 

Absolom 

Achitophel  what  shall  we  do?  86r, 

Achitfophelj. 

There  are  left  in  ye  citty 

your  fathers  concubins  my  liege :  Go  in  &  wth  them  lye 
&  when  Israel  hears  that  you  haue  your  fathers  bed  defyled 
they  will  thinke  that  you  neuer  will  to  hym  be  reconciled 
who  doubtfull  there  of  yet  remayne :  But  when  this  deed's  once  done 
they  will  assure  them  selues  no  hope's  left  of  reconciliation  8eo 

&  then  they  will  cleeue  fast  to  you,  &  quite  forsake  your  father 

Absolom. 
No  doubt  there  of:  come  let's  begone:  thou  geues  good  counselleuer 

Achitophel 

Dreed  soueraigne  lord  kinge  Absolom  Ten  thousand  men  I'l  take 
&  ry singe  this  same  night  will  pursute  after  Dauid  make. 
&  now  when  he's  both  weake  &  weary  I'l  stryke  hym  in  the  sword  aof> 

Absolom 
That  pleaseth  me. 

People. 
And  vs. 

Absol[om]. 
Ghusai  wilt  thou  here  to  accord? 

Ghusai. 

The  counsell  ys  not  good  (my  Liege)  that's  geuen  by  Achitophel 
for  both  thy  father  &  his  men  as  my  Liege  knows  right  well 
are  very  valiant  Souldiers,  &  of  a  great  &  fell  courage, 
And  as  a  sauage  beare  when  her  whelps  taken  are  would  rage.     »7o 
Yea  &  thy  father  ys  a  man  of  warre,  &  of  great  pollicy 
&  perhaps  wth  his  Souldiers  doth  not  stay,  but  lyeth  secretly 

14* 
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hydd  in  some  caue  to  saue  hym  selfe  lest  he  should  be  assaulted 
in  the  night  by  his  foes,  or  by  his  owne  men  be  betrayed 
876  because  he's  now  growne  weake,  so  y*  though  he  his  people  kill 
yet  shall  not  you  my  gratious  lord  of  Dauid  haue  jour  will. 
And  yf  there  should  (as  ofte  yt  haps)  some  of  your  men  slayne  bee 
yt  will  the  rest  discourage  my  liege  &  animate  your  enemy, 
wherefore  my  lord  by  my  aduise  to  gether  call  all  Israel 

SBC  from  Bersabe  to  Dan,  who  as  the  sea  sand  are  innumerable 
[f ol.l5l  a]  &  as  a  potent  prince  in  the  midst  of  them  thou  shalt  bee 
So  shalt  thou  gayne  vnto  thy  self  the  glory  of  the  victory 
wch  otiier  wyse  would  to  Achitophel  redound,  yf  he  alone 
the  conquest  gott,  &  thou  not  there  in  thyne  owne  proper  person 

SSB  And  we  thy  enemyes  will  assault  where  s'euer  they  are  found 
&  we  shall  couer  them  as  the  dew  that  falleth  on  the  ground 
&  not  leaue  one  wth  hym  alyue,  but  put  all  to  the  sword 
&  yf  they  flye  to  any  citty,  the  same  we'l  wth  a  corde 
&  ropes  inviron  round  about,  &  forth  wth  pull  yt  downe 

8»o  into  the  Torrent,  &  there  of  shall  not  be  found  a  stone. 

Absolom 
Ghusai  thy  counsel's  better  then  the  counsell  of  Achitophell 

People  of  Israel. 
We  all  do  thinke  no  lesse  my  lord,  wherefore  take  chusais  counsell. 

Absolom 

Assure  your  selues  I  will  forth  wth  putt  yt  in  execution, 
where  fore  to  call  all  Israel  to  gether  let  vs  begone. 

Nuncius 

8»6  Ghusai  vnto  Abiathar  &  Sadoc  hath  related 

how  all  things  past,  &  they  the  same  by  messengers  haue  signifyed 
already  to  kinge  Dauid,  &  there  wtb  this  admonition 
that  in  the  desert  he  stay  not  this  night,  but  get  hym  gone 
lest  he  perhaps  be  swallowed  vp,  and  all  his  people  also 

400  &  Dauid  liks  their  counsell  well,  &  forth  wth  thence  will  go 
before  that  the  day  light  appeare  ouer  the  ryuer  lordan 
&  not  one  man  of  all  his  troupe  behinde  hym  shall  remayne 
And  as  I  heare  Achitophel  ys  waxen  very  melancholy 
because  his  counsell  was  refus'd,  &  Absolom  lefte  presently 

406  &  to  his  house  wth  in  the  citty  departed  all  alone 

&  to  what  ende '  yt  shortly  will  appeare.  So  Fl  begone. 
1  MS  ene. 
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Achitophel 

Now  haue  I  order  taken  wth  my  house,  &  am  determined 
to  go  &  hange  my  selfe  because  my  counsell  was  dispysed 
&  here  I  haue  a  rope  where  wth  that  feate  shal  streight  be  done 
at  the  next  tree  that  I  can  fynde  for  to  be  hanged  on  4i0 

King  Dauid 

Achitophel  I  heare  hath  hang'd  hym  selfe,  &  Absolom 
wth  all  the  men  of  Israel  now  ys  ouer  Jordan  come 
me  to  in  vade,  &  therefore  I  my  forces,  haue  deuided 
into  three  parts,  where  of  one  third  to  loab  ys  allotted 
an  other  to  Abisai,  &  the  third  part  vnto  Ethai.  416 

&  you  three  shall  my  captaynes  be  &  fight  for  me  this  day 
And  I  also  wth  you  will  go  in  myne  owne  proper  person.  [foU5lb] 

loab. 

Not  so  my  liege:  Though  we  should  flee  the  matter's  smale  or  none: 
or  yf  the  halfe  of  vs  do  fall,  they  are  not  much  the  better 
But  syth  thou  as  Ten  thousand  art  accompted,  yt  ys  fitter  4ao 

that  in  the  citty  thou  remayne  yf  neede  be  vs  to  ayde 

King  Dauid 

Syth  that  this  seemeth  good  to  you,  I'l  do  as  you  haue  sayd. 
vet  ere  you  go,  loab,  Ibisai,  &  Ethai  hither  come 
&  listen  to  my  words :  See  that  you  saue  mee  the  child  Absolom 
in  any  wyse,  So  fare  you  well,  &  our  lord  your  guide  bee  425 

loab,  Abisai,  Ethai 
In  hope  there  of  we'l  forward  go. 

Dau[id]. 

&  I'l  vnto  the  citty 
loab. 

We  in  the  forest  of  Ephraim  haue  now  *  wth  our  foes  incountred 
&  twenty  thousand  of  them  slayne,  &  many  mo  are  drowned 
wth  in  the  ditches  of  the  forest,  then  dyed  by  dynt  of  sword 

Malco  Nuncius 

I  from  the  forest  came  my  lord  to  bringe  your  honour  word         *80 
that  Absolom  sittinge  vpon  a  mule,  &  by  chaunce  meetinge 
the  seruants  of  the  kinge,  his  mule  vnder  a  thicke  oke  runninge 
the  head  of  Absolom  stuck  in  the  tree  beinge  fast  intangled 
by  the  heyre,  &  I  lefte  hym  hanginge  there  as  yet  not  strangled 

1  MS.  no. 
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loab. 

488  If  thou  saw'st  hym,  why  didst  thou  not  vnto  the  earth  hym  nayle? 
&  I  ten  siluer  sides  &  a  belt  had  wth  out  fayle 
on  the  bestow'd. 

Malco. 

yf  thou  a  thousand  syluer  peeces  should 

pay  in  my  hand,  to  the  kings  Sonne  no  such  thinge  do  I  would 
for  vnto  thee,  Abisai,  &  Ethai  the  kinge  commandment  gaue 
440  in  all  our  hearings :  See  you  do  me  the  child  Absolom  saue. 

loab. 
Though  thou  would  not,  yet  I  my  selfe  will  kill  hym  in  thy 

presence 
where  fore  come  let's  no  longer  stay  but  forth  wth  be  gone  hence. 

Achimas 

When  vnto  Absolom  loab  came  he  wth  three  lances  stroke 
hym  to  the  heart,  &  while  he  gaspinge  hange  vpon  the  oke 
445  Ten  squiers  of  loabs  vnto  hym  ranne  &  killed  hym  out  right 
wch  vnto  the  spectators  was  a  lamentable  sight 
And  when  that  AJ3solom  was  dead,  loab  streight  the  trumpet 

sounded 

&  caus'd  the  lyues  of  all  the  rest  that  fled  for  to  be  spared 
And  in  a  pitt  wth  in  the  forest  they  Ai)soloms  corps  haue  hurled 
450  &  there  vpon  a  wonderfull  great  heape  of  stones  haue  heaped 
But  now  I'l  runne  vnto  the  kinge  &  tell  hym  god  hath  done 
hym  iudgment  on  his  enemyes,  &  also  vpon  his  sonne 
[fol.i52a]  loab 

Stay  Achimas  thou  shalt  not  go  that  message  for  to  cary 

this  day  syth  the  kings  sonne  ys  dead,  wch  will  but  greeue  his 

maiesty 
455  but  some  other  tyme,  when  there  ys  better  newes  thou  shalt  yt 

bringe. 
Ghusai. 

Ghusai. 

what's  my  lords  will? 
loab. 

Go  &  relate  vnto  the  kinge 
what  thou  hast  seene. 

Ghusai. 
I  will  my  lord. 
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Achimfas]. 

I  will  runne  after  chusai 
loab. 

why  wilt  thou  runne  my  sonne?    Good  newes  to  hym  thou  shalt 
not  cary 

Achimas 
But  yet  what  yf  I  runne? 

loab. 

Runne  yf  yu  wilt.  Now  I  alone 
am  lefte,  wherefore  backe  to  myne  army  I'l  also  begone.  4eo 

Achimas 

I  haue  chusai  out  runne  by  goinge  of  a  nearer  way 
&  to  the  kinge  first  newes  I'l  bringe  of  all  that's  done  this  day 

Brunus 
I  haue  my  liege  espyed  a  man  who  thys  way  alone  runneth 

Kinge  Dauid 
If  he  do  come  alone,  he  in  his  mouth  good  tydings  bringeth 

Brunus 
An  other  man  runninge  alone  vnto  me  doth  appeare  465 

Dauid 
And  this  same  a  good  messenger  ys :  Lucky  newes  we  shall  heare 

Brunus 
The  first  man  runnes  lyke  Achimas  who  ys  Sadoc  his  sonne. 

Dauid 

He's  a  good  man,  &  brings  good  newes.  Achimas  tell  me  what's 
done. 

Achimas 

Our  lord  blesse  thee  o  kinge,  &  our  lord  thy  god  blessed  bee 
who  hath  the  men  shutt  vp  that  lifted  vp  their  hands  agaynst  thee  *7o 

Dauid 
Is  the  child  Absolom  saffe? 

Achimfas]. 

A  great  tumult  my  liege  I  sawe 
when  as  thy  seruant  loab  me  sent:  No  other  thinge  else  I  know. 

Dauid 
passe  &  stand  there. 

Chusai. 

Good  tydings  to  my  gratious  lord  I  bringe 
for  our  lord  hath  iudg'd  all  this  day  that  ryse  agaynst  the  kinge. 
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Dauid 
476  Is  the  child  Absolom  saffe. 

Ghusai. 

Let  th' enemy  es  of  the  kinge  so  bee 
as  the  child,  &  all  that  do  ryse  to  yll  agaynst  his  maiesty 

Dauid 

I  sory  am,  &  can  not  choose  but  weepe  for  my  sonne  Absolom. 
0  my  sonne  Absolom,  0  Absolom  myne  owne  deare  sonne ! 
Who  would  graunt  mee  that  I  might  for  thee  dye  0  Absolom 
480  o  my  sonne  Absolom,  0  Absolom  myne  owne  deare  sonne 

loab. 

Alas  my  Liege  why  do  you  weepe  &  mourne  so  for  your  sonne, 
where  as  the  victory  that's  gott  deserueth  exultation? 
[fol.i52b]  Dauid 

0  my  sonne  Absolom,  0  Absolom  myne  owne  deare  sonne! 
who  would  graunt  me  that  I  might  for  thee  dye  sonne  Absolom? 

loab 

4*6  The  countenance  of  all  thy  people  my  liege  thou  hast  confounded 
who  haue  thy  lyfe,  &  the  lyues  of  thy  sonnes  &  daughters  saued 
&  of  thy  wyues  &  concubins.  Thou  loues  them  that  hate  thee 
&  hates  them  that  thee  loue,  &  thou  cares  not  for  thy  Nobility 
nor  for  thy  seruants:  But  yf  Absolom  had  lyu'de  I  see 
4»o  &  we  thy  seruants  had  beene  slayne,  right  well  yt  would  haue 

pleas'd  thee 

where  fore  ryse  vp  o  kinge  &  speake  some  comfortable  worde 
vnto  thy  men,  or  else  I  sweare  vnto  thee  by  our  lord 
one  verely  will  not  stay  wth  thee  this  night,  &  that  shall  bee 
worse  for  thee  then  all  th'euils  that  from  thy  youth  haue  hapt  to  thee 

Dauid 
496  I  will  begone  &  comfort  them  in  the  best  wyse  I  can 

loab. 
And  by  that  meanes  thou  shall  procure  the  loue  of  euery  man. 

Nuncius 

The  king's  sett  in  a  publyke  place,  where  all  to  hym  resort 
&  he  wth  frendly  word,  &  chearef ull  lookes  doth  them  much  comfort 
And  Sadoc  &  Abiathar  commanded  hath  to  say 
sec  vnto  th'Auncients  of  luda,  why  make  you  the  longest  stay 

in  comminge  to  bringe  backe  the  kinge  vnto  his  house,  syth  yee 
my  Brethren  are,  &  of  my  bone  &  flesh?  Say  lyke  wyse  from  mee 
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to  Amasa:  Art  thou  not  of  my  flesh,  &  of  my  bone? 

vnto  me  lett  these  &  these  things  by  our  lord  god  be  done 

yf  vnder  loab  thou  be  not  euer  chiefe  captayne  of  the  warre.        805 

And  he  hath  wonne  the  hearts  of  all  that  in  luda  are  : 

who  hym  invited  to  returne,  &  mett  hym  by  the  way 

as  Simei  hath  also  done,  who  curst  hym  the  last  day, 

&  hath  brought  wth  hym  to  the  kinge  a  thousand  men  of 

Beniamin. 

And  Siba  seruant  to  Miphiboseth  hath  also  wth  hym  byn  no 

wth  all  his  seruants,  &  hys  sonnes  :  &  so  Miphiboseth  was 
&  euery  one  through  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  who  found  grace 
in  the  kings  sight:  And  such  as  had  his  maiesty  offended 
were  pardoned  :  And  such  as  had  Loyall  bene,  highly  rewarded. 
And  wth  a  ioynt  consent  all  Israel  hath  brought  backethe  kinge    »IB 
vnto  Hierusalem  wth  ioyfull  hearts,  &  great  reioyceinge. 
But  since  one  Seba  Bochris  sonne  agayne  maketh  rebellion 
&  shortly  you  shall  see  th'euent  there  of.  So  I'l  begone. 

Dauid 

I  Amasa  to  call  to  gether  the  men  of  luda  charged 
agaynst  the  third  day,  but  he  stays  beyond  the  tyme  appoynted  Bao 
wherefore  I  stand  in  f  eare  lest  Seba  should  afflict  vs  more  [fol.  153*] 

then  Absolom  wth  all  his  power  afflicted  vs  before. 
Wherefore  the  seruants  of  thy  lord  (Abisai  go  &  take 
&  hym  pursew  lest  that  perhaps  he  an  escape  should  make 
by  the  meanes  of  some  fenced  citty  595 

Abisai. 

I  will  wth  out  delay. 

Dauid 
So  do,  &  untill  thou  returne  I'l  in  Hierusalem  stay 

loab. 
Amasa  well  mett:  God  saue  thee  Brother:  so  now  thou  art  dis 

patched 
vnto  Abela  let's  begone,  for  there  ys  Seba  harboured 

People 
Lo  here  yt  ys  in  sight,  let's  the  walls  pull  downe  of  the  citty 


Heare  yee,  heare  yee,  my  lord  loab  come  hither,  &  will  speake    B»O 

wth  thee 
what  art  thou  loab. 
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loab. 
I  am. 


vnto  thy  handmayds  words  geue  eare 

loab. 
I  do. 


Am  not  I  shee  in  Israel  that  the  truth  doth  answeare? 
&  thou  seekes  to  subuert  &  ouerthrow  a  mother  citty. 
why  shall  th'Inheritance  of  our  lord  head  longe  be  cast  downe 
by  thee? 

loab. 

MS  Nay  god  forbid,  nay  god  forbid  good  woman  I  should  do  so 
for  my  intention's  neyther  to  destroy,  nor  ouer  throw: 
But  a  man  of  mount  Ephraim  Seba  Bochri's  sonne  by  name 
hath  lifted  vp  his  hand  agaynst  the  kinge:  for  hym  I  came. 
only  deliuer  hym  &  we  will  depart  then  from  this  citty 

Gela 

540  Streight  way  my  lord  his  head  shall  off  the  wall  be  throwne 
vnto  thee 

loab 
Do  as  thou  saist,  &  no  hurt  to  the  citty  shall  be  done 

Gela 
Behold  my  lord  there  ys  the  head  of  Seba  Bocri's  sonne. 

loab 

I  satisfy  ed  am:  The  trumpet  sound,  So  lets  be  gone 
towards  Hierusalem  vnto  our  lord  Dauid  the  kinge 

Nuncius 

SAB  Imagin  now  that  many  years  since  Sebas  death  are  passed 
&  Israel  hath  three  yeares  there  of  wth  famine  bene  oppressed 
for  the  synne  that  agaynst  the  Gabaonits  by  Saul  was  done 
for  wch  seuen  of  Sauls  race  were  slayne  (Miphiboseth  the  sonne 
of  lonathas  beinge  sau'd  for  the  oath  that  Dauid  had  made 
SBC  vnto  his  father,  at  whose  hands,  kyndnes  receiu'd  he  had. 
And  Sauls  &  lonathas  bones  he  into  Beniamin  did  cary 
&  in  the  sepulcher  of  Gis  his  father  did  them  bury 
&  also  wth  them  layd  the  bones  of  the  seuen  of  Sauls  race 
wch  for  the  synne  of  Saul  were  slayne:  And  then  agayne  god  was 
fol.  163i>]  propitious  to  the  land:  And  since  that  tyme  Dauid  hath  gotten 
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of  the  Philisthijms  foure  seuerall  battels  wch  he  wth  them  hath        BSO 

foughten 

And  when  the  kinge  from  all  his  corporall  enemyes  was  deliuered 
&  had  his  synnes  for  geuen.  Agayne  by  Satan  he  was  tempted 
to  go  &  number  all  his  people:  wch  charge  to  loab  he  hath 
committed,  &  at  his  returne  you  shall  heare  what  he  sayth.  B6o 

And  as  yt  seemes  he  cominge  ys  alone  here  wth  the  kinge 
about  for  to  relate  to  hym  the  news  that  he  doth  bringe. 

loab. 

Eight  hundred  thousand  stronge  men  I  in  Israel  found  o  kinge 
that  could  draw  sword.  And  in  luda  five  hundred  thousand  fightinge. 

Dauid 

In  numbringe  of  the  people  I  haue  sin'd  o  lord  exceedingly  *<,& 

th'iniquity  of  thy  seruant  lord  transfer  for  I  did  foolishly 

Gad. 

Ghoyce  of  three  things  to  thee  ys  geuen  o  kinge  by  god  Almighty 
choose  wch  thou  wilt  there  of  (sayth  hee)  that  I  may  do  yt  to  thee : 
Eyther  thou  shalt  haue  in  thy  land  famyne  seuen  yeares:  Or  flee 
three  monthes  before  thy  Aduersaries  face l  &  they  pursew  thee 
or  three  days  pestilence  haue  in  thy  land:  choose  of  these  three    571 
wch  thou  best  lykes,  &  say  what  I  shall  answeare  hym  that  sent 

mee 

Dauid. 

Exceedingly  I  am  distrest :  But  yt  ys  better  for  mee 
into  our  lord's  hand  for  to  fall  (for  his  mercies  be  many) 
then  fall  in  to  the  hands  of  men.  where  fore  I  make  election         5?6 
of  three  days  pestilence  amongst  my  people.  .So  let's  be  gone. 

Nuncius 

Our  lord  the  pestilence  hath  sent  to  Israel,  wch  continued, 
from  morninge  till  the  tyme  that  by  the  prophet  was  assigned 
And  seuenty  thousand  men  there  were  that  of  the  pestilence  dyed 
And  when  that  th' Angell  of  our  lord  god  had  his  hand  forth  stretched  6  8  o 
ouer  Hierusalem  yt  to  destroy,  our  lord  had  pitty 
on  their  affliction  &  sayd  to  th' Angel  that  stroke  the  citty. 
Yt's  now  sufficient,  hold  thy  hand:  Wch  when  Dauid  perceiued 
he  sayd:  I  wickedly  haue  done:  I  am  hee  that  haue  synned: 
These  are  the  sheepe:  what  haue  they  done?  Let  thy  hand  I       &85 

beseech  thee 

1  MS.  fact  interlined  above. 
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o  lord  agaynst  mee  &  my  fathers  house  conuerted  bee. 
And  Gad  that  day  to  Dauid  came  &  thus  to  hym  did  say : 
Go  vp,  &  build  an  Altar  to  our  lord  wth  out  delay 
in  the  flore  of  Areuna :  And  Dauid  went  vp  accordingly 
ft»o  &  did  the  flore  of  hym  for  fifty  syluer  sides  buy: 
[fol.  156»]  'And  there  an  Altar  build  vnto  our  lord,  where  on  he  offered 

Holocausts,  where  wth  our  lord  was  pleas'd,  &  the  plague  forth 

wth  ceased. 

And  Dauid  now  grows  old,  and  Adonias  Haggiths  sonne 
a  man  most  beautifull  &  fayre,  the  next  borne  after  Absolom 
695  doth  take  vpon  hym  to  be  kinge  before  his  fathers  death 
And  on  his  syde  Abiathar  ys,  &  wth  hym  loab  partaketh. 
But  Sadoc,  Nathan,  &  Banaias  stand  for  his  Brother  Salomon 
as  shortly  shall  apparent  bee,  &  so  I  will  be  gone. 

Nathan. 

Haue  you  not  Lady  Bethsabee  heard  tell  that  Adonias 
«oo  intendeth  to  be  kinge,  where  as  his  fathers  promise  was 
to  you  that  Salomon  your  sonne  should  sitt  vpon  his  Throne 
&  be  kinge  after  hym.  Vnto  the  kinge  therefore  be  gone 
(who  yet  ys  ignorant  here,  of  &  let  hym  vnderstand 
thus  much,  &  while  you  talkinge  are  I'l  ready  be  at  hand 
000  your  wordes  for  to  confirms. 

Beth[sabee]. 

Nathan  I'l  follow  your  direction 

wth  many  thanks :  &  now  vnto  the  kinge  let  vs  be  gone. 
God  saue  my  lord  the  kinge. 

Dau[id]. 
Thanks  Bethsabee,  what's  thy  will  wth  me? 

Bethsabee. 

My  lord  vnto  thy  handmayd  sware  by  our  lord  god  that  after  thee 
Salomon  thy  &  my  sonne  should  reigne  &  sitt  vpon  thy  throne. 
«io  And  now  behold  Adonias  reignes,  wch  to  my  lord's  not  knowne. 
Th'eyes  of  all  Israel  on  thee  looke,  desyreinge  very  earnestly 
that  thou  would  shew  who  shall  sitt  in  thy  throne,  &  be  kinge 

after  thee 

Else  I  &  my  sonne  Salomon  shall  very  basely  be  esteemed 
when  my  lord  wth  his  fathers  sleepes,  vnlesse  this  be  determined. 

1  Note  the  skip  in  numbering  the  folios  of  the  MS.  The  text  shows 
no  gap. 
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Nathan. 

My  lord  kinge  didst  thou  say?  Let  Adonias  be  kinge  after  mee,   *iB 
&  lett  hym  sitt  vpon  my  throne?  That  captayns  of  the  Army 
&  the  kings  sonnes  he  called l  hath,  &  Abiathar,  where  as 
he  neyther  cal'd  Salomon  thy  sonne,  mee,  Sadoc,  nor  Banaias. 
to  feast  wth  hym.   And  now  they  are  wth  hym  eatinge  &  drynk- 

inge 

&  in  his  hearinge  often  say;  God  saue  Adonias  kinge.  ««<> 

Proceeded  this  from  thee  o  kinge,  &  hast  thou  not  this  worde 
to  me  thy  seruant  told,  who  vpon  the  Throne  of  my  lord 
shall  sitt  &  be  kinge  after  hym,  &  his  kingdome  possesse? 

Dauid 

Our  lord  lyueth  who  hath  my  soule  deliuer'd  from  all  distresse 
as  (Bethsabee)  by  our  lord  god  of  Israel  I  sware  to  thee  ea& 

that  Salomon  thy  sonne  shall  reigne  &  sitt  on  my  throne  after  mee. 
So  will  I  do  this  day. 

Bethsfabee]. 
Thanks  worthy  kinge,  god  saue  you  euer 

Dauid 

Go  &  call  the  priest  Sadoc,  &  Banaias  to  mee  hither. 
The  seruants  of  our  lord  go  &  take  wth  you  &  sett  Salomon  [fol.  156»>] 

my  sonne  vpon  my  mule,  &  bringe  hym  forth  wth  vnto  Gihon       «»,. 
&  there  let  Sadoc  &  Nathan  anoynt  hym  kinge,  wch  done 
you  shall  your  Trumpetts  sound,  &  cry  aloud :  God  saue  kinge 

Salomon 

And  you  shall  after  hym  go  vp,  &  on  my  throne  he  shall 
sitt,  &  reigne  for  mee,  &  the  Prince  of  luda  be  &  Israel 

Banaias 

Amen,  &  as  our  lord  hath  bene  wth  thee,  be  hee  wth  Salomon      ««& 
&  higher  make  his  Throne  then  euer  was  Kinge  Dauids  Throne. 

Sadoc. 
As  you  my  gratious  lord  commanded  haue  all  shall  be  done 

Dauid 
I  make  no  doubt  there  of  at  all,  wherefore  let's  hence  be  gone. 

Nuncius. 

Sadoc  the  priest  a  home  of  Oyle  did  take  out  of  the  Tabernacle 
&  there  wth  hath  annoynted  Salomon  kinge  ouer  Israel  6*0 


1  MS.  corrected  from  call'd. 
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wth  great  applause  of  all  the  people,  who  sayd:  God  saue  king 
•••>•*  ;•  Salomon 

as  you  your  selues  shall  shortly  heare :  &  so  I  will  be  gone. 

[People] 

God  saue  Kinge  Salomon. 
Adonias. 
What  noyse  ys  this  I  heare?  I  mervell  much  what  yt  should  bee 

loab 
And  so  do  I:  Belyke  there  ys  some  Tumult  in  the  citty 

Adonias 
«45  Gome  lonathas  Abiathars  sonne  for  thou  dost  bringe  good  tydinge 

lonathas 

Not  so  my  lord,  for  Dauid  hath  appoynted1  Salomon  kinge: 
&  hym  Sadoc  the  priest,  &  the  prophet  Nathan  haue  annoynted 
in  Gihon,  &  the  noyse  you  heard  was  of  them  that  reioyced 
who  did  their  Trumpets  sound,  &  cry'd  aloud :  God  saue  kinge 

Salomon 

600  wth  wishes  that  his  throne  may  bee  aboue  his  fathers  Throne 
Wch  great  content  vnto  his  father  geues,  &  he  doth  prayse 
god  for  seeinge  one  in  his  Throne  sitt  euen  now  in  his  owne  dayes 

loab. 
It's  tyme  then  to  be  gone  for  to  prouide  for  our  owne  safty 

Adonias 

What  haue  you  me  all  lefte?  Then  II  go  forth  wth  &  take 
Sanctuary 

Brogus. 

ess  My  gratious  lord  Kinge  Salomon)  Adonias  fearinge  thee 
when  all  his  men  were  gone  from  hym  betooke  hym  selfe  to 

sanctuary 
sayinge  lett  Kinge  Salomon  sweare  that  hee  his  seruant  will  not  kill 

K.  Salomon. 

Yf  hee  a  good  man  bee,  assure  hym  selfe  I  will  not  spill 
the  least  heire  of  his  head:  But  yf  he  euill  found  shall  bee 
eeo  he  shall  then  dye.  wherefore  be  gone,  &  fetch  hym  streight 

vnto  mee. 
[fol.!57a]  Brogus. 

My  liege  I  haue  hym  here  allready  brought. 


1  MS.  appoyted. 
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Adon[ias]. 

God  saue  kinge  Salomon 
whom  prostrate  I  adore. 

Salomon. 

Adonias  to  thy  house  be  gone 

The  kinge  my  father  waxeth  olde,  who  now  is  cominge  here 
I  will  go  take  hym  by  the  arme  &  guyde  hym  to  his  cheare. 

K.  Dauid 

Sonne  Salomon  into  the  way  of  all  flesh  I  do  enter. 
Goragious  bee,  &  play  the  man,  &  gods  precepts  keepe  euer, 
&  then  will  he  confirme  his  wordes  wch  he  hath  spoken  of  mee 
yf  thy  children  walke  in  my  ways,  there  shall  not  taken  bee 
from  thee  a  man  out  of  the  Throne  of  Israel  altogether. 
Thou  also  knows  what  iniury  loab  did  vnto  me  offer 
And  how  the  blood  of  Abner,  &  of  Amasa  he  shed 
so  that  their  woundes  vpon  his  belt,  his  loynes,  &  his  shoe  bled: 
And  therefore  thee  accordinge  to  thy  wisdome  I  would  haue 
not  to  permitt  hym  peaceably  to  go  vnto  his  graue. 
But  thou  shalt  kyndnes  to  the  sonnes  of  Berzellai  render 
for  they  relieu'd  me  when  I  fled  from  Absolom  thy  Brother. 
And  wth  thee  Simei  ys  who  wth  a  wicked  curse  did  curse  mee 
when  I  went  to  the  campe :  But  when  I  did  returne  wth  victory 
though  he  mee  mett,  &  I  did  sweare  at  that  tyme  by  our  lord 
to  hym  makeinge  greate  mone,  sayinge :  I'l  not  kill  thee  in  ye  sword 
Yet  Salomon  permitt  not  thou  hym  guyltles  for  to  bee 
for  thou  art  wyse  &  knows  what  he  deserueth  for  this  iniury. 
Wherefore  sende  down  his  hoary  heires  wth  blood  vnto  his  graue 
for  he  in  iustice  doth  deserue  such  recompence  to  haue. 
What  more  I  haue  to  thee  to  speake,  in  priuate  I  will  say 
syth  now  wth  speakinge  I  grow  f aynt.  where  fore  come  let's  away. 

Nuncius 

Kinge  Dauid's  dead  when  yeares  he  had  in  Israel  reigned  fourty 
in  Hebron  seuen,  &  in  Hierusalem  thirty  &  three: 
&  his  sonne  Salomon  hym  succeedes,  &  sitteth  in  his  Throne 
&  tyme  more  of  hym  will  declare :  &  so  I  will  be  gone. 
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[foi.i58a]  The  16  Pageant  of  Salomon. 

Quene  Bethsabee  wyfe  [sic]  to  king 

Salomon. 
Adonias  K.  Dauids  sonne 

&  Brother  to  K.  Salomon. 
Kinge  Salomon. 
The  Actors     Nuncius 
names.      {  God. 

Molina  i  Two  women  y*  contended 
Botilla  J  about  a  child. 
People  of  Israel. 
Hiram  Kinge  of  Tyre 
Queene  of  Saba 

Bethsabee. 
Lord  Adonias  tell  me  yf  your  cominge  peaceable  bee 

Adonias 
Lady  Bethsabee  yt  peaceable  ys:  To  you  I  would  speake  gladly 

Bethsabee 
Speake  then. 

Adonfias]. 

Lady  you  know  the  kingdome  was  by  me  possessed 
&  for  to  haue  made  me  their  kinge  all  Israel  had  determined 
But  now  the  kingdome  ys  transported  vnto  my  Brother  Salomon 
your  sonne  as  god  appoynted  had:  wherefore  make  this  petition 
for  mee  vnto  the  kinge  my  Brother  (who  can  deny  you  nothinge) 
that  I  may  take  Abisag  to  wyfe. 

Beths[abee]. 

Fl  speake  vnto  the  kinge 
in  your  behalfe. 

Adonpas]. 
Lady  so  do :  the  while  I  will  begone 

Bethsabee. 
farewell:  Lo  now  as  I  could  wish  here  comes  the  kinge  my  sonne. 

K.  Salomon. 
Mother)  well  mett:  come  sett  you  downe  vpon  this  Throne  here 

by  mee 
on  my  right  hand. 
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Bethsfabee]. 

Thankes  my  deare  sonne.  I  do  besech  your 
maiesty 

Let  Abisag  the  Sunamit  be  geuen  to  your  Brother 
Adonias  for  his  wyfe. 

Salom[on]. 

Why  do  you  aske  her  for  hym  mother? 

The  kingdome  also  for  hym  aske,  for  hee  my  Brother  ys  iB 

elder  then  I,  &  hath  Abiathar  &  loab  lykewyse 
wth  hym.  Our  lord  doth  lyue.  these  things  &  these  do  god  vnto  me 
yf  Adonias  be  not  slayne  this  day.  let's  away  presently. 

,  t  Nuncius 

Now  is  Adonias  slayne  euen  as  Salomon  the  kinge  affirmed 
by  the  hand  of  Bannias,  &  Abiathar's  discharged  20 

for  beinge  the  priest  of  our  lord,  &  as  a  man  of  death 
vnto  his  field  in  Amathath  is  sent  where  he  remayneth 
vnslayne  because  th'Arke  of  our  lord  before  Dauid  his  father        [fol.1581*] 
he  caryed  had,  where  of  loab  haueinge  notice  by  a  messenger 
he  streight  into  the  Tabernacle  of  our  lord  did  flee  25 

&  on  the  Altars  home  layd  hold  beinge  a  place  of  sanctuary. 
Wch  not  wth  standinge  when  kinge  Salomon  heard  he  did 

command 

Bannias  hym  to  slea,  who  went  &  kild  hym  out  of  hand. 
And  for  loab  the  kinge  made  Bannias  generall  of  hys  Army : 
And  for  Abiathar,  Sadoc  priest  appoynted  for  to  bee:  »o 

And  this  was  to  them  done  because  they  part  tooke  wth  Adonias. 
And  Simei  that  Dauid  before  had  curst,  confined  was 
to  his  house  in  Hierusalem,  &  that  wth  this  condition 
that  he  should  dye,  when  he  went  out,  &  passed  ouer  lordan 
wch  happed  after  three  yeares  space:  for  when  his  seruants  fled      as 
to  Achis  kinge  of  Geth,  he  thither  went  &  them  backe  fetched 
for  wch  Kinge  Salomon  hym  slew  by  the  hand  of  Bannias: 
And  so  the  euill  to  kinge  Dauid  done  requited  was 
And  in  the  hand  of  Salomon  the  kingdome  ys  established 
&  vnto  Pharaos  Daughter  kinge  of  JEgipt  he  ys  maryed  *o 

&  in  the  citty  of  Dauid  they  will  make  their  habitation 
vntill  his  &  gods  house  be  buylt  &  brought  vnto  perfection 
And  he  our  Lord  loues,  &  obserues  the  precepts  of  his  father 
Sauinge  that  in  th'Excelses  he  yet  sacrifice  doth  offer 

J)efperin,  €rgfitt3ungsreH)e  4.  t& 
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is  (because  there  ys  no  temple  built.)  &  the  Excelses  ys 
in  Gabaon  whither  he  ys  gone,  &  there  hath  for  a  sacrifice 
offered  a  thousand  hosts.  But  now  he  cometh  backe  this  way 
where  fore  I'l  go :  yet  listen  you  &  here  what  he  will  say 

Salomon 
Here  I'l  sitt  downe  &  take  my  rest  for  I  am  some  what  weary 

so  my  pleasure  ys  y*  you  my  lords  a  while  depart  &  leaue  mee 

God 
Salomon  aske  what  thou  wilt,  y*  1  the  same  may  geue  vnto  thee 

K.  Salomon 

Lord  thou  hast  wtb  thy  seruant  Dauid  my  father  done  great  mercy 
ffol.  159&]  in  that  thou  hast  me  placed  in  his  kingdom  &  his  Throne 
euen  as  my  father  in  thy  sight  hath  truth  &  iustice  done. 

»  But  I  a  litle  child  am,  indued  wth  smale  vnderstandinge. 
in  the  midst  of  thy  chosen  people  sett  wch  are  past  numbringe 
their  multitude's  so  great  &  many,  wherefore  o  lord  bestow 
on  me  a  duble  heart,  that  I  may  understand  &  know 
how  for  to  ludge  the  people  &  discerne  twixt  good  &  euill 

eo  syth  for  to  iudge  so  great  a  people  there  ys  requird  great  skill 

God 

Because  yu  hast  not  for  thy  self e  many  days  of  lyf e  desyred 
nor  ryches,  nor  thy  enemyes  lyues,  but  only  wisdome  asked 
for  to  discerne  iudgment  &  truth,  Behold  I  haue  done  to  thee 
according  to  thy  words,  &  geue  thee  a  wyse  heart  &  witty 

«6  in  so  much  that  lyke  to  thee  none  before  the  hath  bene  euer 
neyther  shall  there  euer  aryse  any  lyke  to  thee  here  after 
Yea  &  besyds  this  that  thou  askt,  I  haue  on  thee  bestowed 
Riches  also  &  glory  so  that  no  kinge  that  thee  preceeded 
hath  bene  lyke  thee.  And  yf  thou  wilt  rightly  walke  in  my  ways 

70  euen  as  thy  father  Dauid  did,  I  will  prolonge  thy  dayes 

Salomon. 

O  what  a  dreame  haue  I  had  while  I  did  sitt  sleepinge  here 
Now  I'l  vnto  Hierusalem  go,  there  Holocausts  to  offer 
vnto  our  lord  before  the  Arke,  for  there's  a  place  most  seemely 
for  sacrifice  where  god  vpon  the  cherubims  sitts  in  maiesty 

Nuncius 

76  Since  that  vnto  Hierusalem  kinge  Salomon  returned 
he  sacrificed  hath  to  god,  &  all  his  seruants  feasted 
&  now  is  cominge  forth  iudgment  to  geue  about  a  controuersy 
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betwixt  two  women:  wch  (yf  you'l  geue  eare)  you  shall  heare 
presently 

Molina 

I  you  beseech  my  lord  vnto  my  wordes  for  to  geue  eare. 
I  in  one  house  together  dwelt  wth  this  woman  y*  standes  here       so 
&  was  deliuered  of  y*  child  besydes  her  in  the  chamber 
&  on  the  thirde  day  after  shee  deliuerd  was  of  an  other 
no  person  in  the  house  but  only  shee  &  I  remayninge 
her  infant  in  the  night  tyme  dyed,  &  while  I  lye  fast  sleepeinge 
she  secretly  in  to  my  bed  her  infant  dead  conueyed  8& 

&  tooke  away  my  child,  &  yt  in  her  owne  bosome  layd 
&  rysinge  for  to  geue  the  child  some  mylke  that  by  me  lay  [fol.  159t>] 

I  found  yt  dead,  &  saw  yt  was  not  myne  when  yt  was  day 

Botilla. 
1  Yt  ys  not  so:  for  thy  child's  dead,  &  this  is  myne  that's  lyuinge 

Molina 
Nay  thine's  dead,  &  myne  lyues.  wo 

Botill[a]. 

Beleue  her  not  o  king  she  lyeth 
K.  Salomon 

Geue  me  a  sworde,  &  I  will  cutt  the  lyuinge  child  a  sunder 
&  geue  th'one  halfe  to  th'one,  &  th'other  halfe  to  th'other. 

Molina. 

Hold  hold  your  hand  my  gratious  lord  I  do  beseech  your  maiesty 
&  geue  her  the  whole  child  a-lyue  rather  then  yt  should  dye 

Botilla. 
Yt  shall  be  neyther  myne  nor  thine,  but  let  yt  be  diuided.  »& 

K.  Salomon 

Shee  ys  the  childs  true  mother,  &  to  her  yt  shall  be  deliuered: 
vnto  thee  take  thy  child  molina,  for  briefly  that's  my  dome 

People  of  Israel. 
Our  lord  be  pray'sd  who  to  the  kinge  hath  geuen  such  great 

wisdome 
&  knowledge  to  fynde  out  the  truth  in  such  a  difficult  matter 

Molina 

Most  humble  thankes  renowned  kinge  vpon  my  knees  I  render     100 
vnto  your  royall  grace,  because  you  haue  true  iustice  done. 


Note  the  absence  of  rhyme  in  v.  v.  89,  90. 
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K.  Salomon. 
It  was  my  part  so  for  to  doe.  But  now  lett  vs  begone. 

Nuncius 

The  Judgment  of  Kinge  Salomon  all  Israel  doth  admyre 
for  the  wisdome  of  God  *  in  hym  most  playnly  doth  appeare 
106  wch  makes  them  all  of  hym  afrayd.  And  he  hath  many  princes 
who  vnder  hym  in  Israel  haue  both  great  &  goodly  offices 
besydes  twelue  gouernours  y*  do  serue  ech  one  in  his  month  yearely 

for  the  kings  house  in  their  due  course.  And  for  hym  there's 
provided 

no  ech  day  floure  thirty  measures,  Three  score  of  meale,  Ten  oxen 

fatted 

&  twenty  pasture  fedde,  A  hundred  rames,  besyds  the  venison 
of  harts,  roes,  bufles,  &  fatt  foule,  for  there's  in  his  possession 
all  the  countries  beyond  the  ryuer  from  Thapsa  vnto  Goza. 
And  all  the  kings  there  of  vnto  hym  subiect  are:  And  luda 

us  &  Israel  dwell  wth  out  all  feare  ech  one  vnder  his  fig  tree 
&  come  from  Bersabee  to  Dan.  for  he's  at  peace  &  vnity 
[fol.lGOa]  wth  all  that  round  a-bout  hym  are.  And  Stales  of  chariott  horses 
he  fourty  thousand  hath:  And  for  his  saddle  he  possesses 
twelue  thousand.  And  such  wisdome  god  vpon  hym  hath  bestowed 

iSO  that  all  theirs  in  the  East,  &  of  th'^Egiptians  yt  farre  passed. 
And  wyser  hee  ys  then  all  men,  &  great  renowne  hath  gotten 
through  all  the  countries  round  about :  An  d  parables  he  hath  spoken 
Three  thousand,  And  a  thousand  &fyue  seuerall  tongues  he  speaketh 
And  of  trees  from  the  cedar  that's  in  Libanus,  he  disputeth 

196  vnto  the  very  Isop  that  doth  come  out  of  the  wall. 

And  he  discourseth  of  beasts,  creepinge  wormes,  &  fish  &  foule. 
And  from  all  the  kings  of  the  earth,  &  people  vnto  Salomon 
dayly  resort  ys  made  for  to  heare  &  admyre  his  wisdome. 
And  Salomon  ys  now  a-bout,  accordinge  to  the  worde 

i»o  of  god  to  Dauid  made,  to  buyld  a  Temple  to  our  lord. 
And  Hiram  Kinge  of  Tyre,  who  to  his  father  ay  was  frend 
lyke  frendship  vnto  Salomon  his  sonne  doth  still  pretend 
as  shortly  shall  appeare,  for  here  they  cominge  are  together 
To  them  geue  eare  &  you  shall  heare  what  they  intend  hereafter 


1  MS.  corrected  from  God's. 
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K.  Salomon 

Hiram  thou  knows  the  house  that  by  my  father  was  intended       i« 
for  to  be  buylt  vnto  our  lord,  by  hym  was  not  performed 
because  he  hindred  was  wth  warres  y*  round  about  hym  were 
but  now  our  lord  hath  geuen  me  rest,  &  none  do  me  incounter 
Where  fore  I  purpose  for  to  buyld  a  Temple  to  the  name 
of  our  lord  god,  syth  he  hath  sayd  that  I  shall  buyld  the  same.      MO 
There  fore  they  seruants  cause  some  Gedre  trees  for  to  cutt  downe 
in  Libanus,  for  in  my  people  there  ys  not  any  one 
for  skill  in  woode  lyke  the  Sidonians :  And  to  thee  shall  be  payed 
what  s'euer  shall  by  thee  in  thy  seruants  behalf e  be  asked 

K.  Hiram 

Blest  be  our  lord  who  geuen  hath  vnto  Dauid  a  sonne  145 

so  wyse  his  people  for  to  guyde,  &  sitt  vpon  his  Throne. 
And  cedre  trees  my  seruants  shall  from  Libanus  downe  bringe 
vnto  what  place  you  shall  appoynt  for  to  performe  that  buildinge. 
And  for  my  house  you  shall  agayne  allow  needful  prouision 

K.  Salomon 
There  to  I  willingly  consent:  &  so  let's  hence  be  gone  no 

Nuncius 

Hiram  the  kinge  of  Tyre  hath  now  accordinge  to  his  promisse 
vpon  Kinge  Salomon  bestow'd  both  Cedre  &  firre  trees. 
And  twenty  thousand  chores  of  wheate  Hiram  agayne  receiued    [fol. 
&  as  many  chores  of  Barly  were  lyke  wyse  to  hym  deliuered 
&  twenty  thousand  sates  of  oyle,  &  as  many  mo  of  wyne  IBS 

accordinge  to  the  bargayne  that  betwixt  them  made  had  byne 
for  the  provision  of  his  house :  for  well  they  do  agree 
&  betwixt  them  ys  made  a  perfect  league  of  peace  &  vnyty 
And  thirty  thousand  workemen  were  taskt  out  of  Israel,  and 
ech  month  by  course  to  Libanus  Salomon  did  send  ten  thousand:  i«« 
And  seuenty  thousand  also  were  vsed  for  burden  caryers 
&  in  the  mountayne  there  were  eighty  thousand  men  stone  hewers 
besydes  three  thousand  &  six  hundred  who  the  work  surveyed: 
And  choyce  stones  are  in  the  fundation  of  the  Temple  placed: 
and  all  the  walls  are  of  squar'd  stones :  And  twenty  cubits  in  breadth  i«» 
the  Temple  ys:  Threscore  in  length;  &  six  score  cubits  in  heigth. 
Before  the  face  there  of  there's  also  made  a  porch  proportionable 
for  length  &  breadth,  &  windows  that  do  beautify  the  Temple. 
Wth  seelinge  made  of  cedre  trees  the  Temples  Topp  ys  couered 
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no  &  plates  of  most  fyne  gold  vnto  ye  same  throughout  are  fastened. 
The  flore  ys  wth  most  pretious  marble  pau'd  of  wondrous  beauty 
The  beames,  posts,  walls  &  dores  wth  gold  are  couered  rychly 
And  the  walls  of  the  Temple  are  wth  diuerse  pictures  graued : 
as  cherubs,  palme  trees,  &  such  lyke,  where  wth  the  Temple's 
beautifyed. 

175  And  in  the  Temple  he  hath  made  a  place  that  called  ys, 
Sanctum  sanctorum,  wch  in  English  ys  Holy  of  Holyes. 
&  couer'd  yt  wth  plates  of  gold,  wch  wth  gold  nayles  are  nayled, 
&  fifty  sides  euery  nayle  there  in  of  pure  gold  weighed 
And  th' Altar  that  is  plac't  therein  wth  gold  is  also  couered 

iso  as  also  the  two  cherubs  are  of  olyue  trees  composed, 
wch  in  the  oracle  placed  bee,  &  wth  their  wings  do  couer 
th'Arke  of  the  couenant  of  our  lord,  the  wch  ye  priests  brought 

thither  i  ^ ,-,' 

from  Sion  Dauids  citty,  wth  all  the  furniture  of  the  Tabernacle 
beinge  accompanyed  wth  the  kinge,  &  all  the  men  of  Israel. 

IBB  And  nothinge  in  the  Arke  was  putt  but  ye  two  tables  only 
wch  Were  in  Horeb  vnto  Moyses  geuen  by  god  almighty : 
And  all  that  were  before  the  Arke  both  Rammes  &  oxen  immolated 
So  many  that  the  victimes  were  mo  then  could  well  be  numbred. 
[fol.  161»]  And  that  while  on  their  Instruments  of  musike  they  play 'd  merely 

i»o  &  wth  their  voyces  songe  there  to,  &  praysed  god  Almighty 
&  presently  all  of  them  were  wth  a  darke  cloud  invironed 
for  wth  the  glory  of  our  lord  the  house  of  god  was  filled. 
And  in  the  house  of  god  an  Altar  ys  of  gold  erected 
&  table  where  on  loaues  of  proposition  still  be  placed 

I»B  And  candle  sticke  there  also  are  fyue  vpon  eyther  hand 
made  of  pure  gold,  the  wch  agaynst  the  Oracle  do  stand. 
And  of  pure  gold  there  also  be  flesh  hookes,  Phialls,  &  morters 
wth  water  potts,  hinges  of  dores,  &  also  golden  snuffers. 
And  in  the  fourth  yeare  of  his  raigne  Salomon  began  this 
buildinge 

too  &  in  th'eleuenth  yeare  he  now  hath  made  there  of  an  endinge. 
And  for  hym  selfe  an  other  house  since  also  hath  erected 
in  Libanus:  &  for  his  wyfe  an  other  also  builded: 
And  here  he  comes  to  geue  god  thankes  now  when  his  worke 

ys  done 
as  shall  appeare  yf  you  attentyue  bee.  So  I'l  be  gone. 
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K.  Salomon. 

Lord  god  of  Israel  there  ys  not  the  lyke  god  vnto  thee  205 

in  heauen  or  earth  who  wth  thy  seruants  keepes  couenant  &  mercy, 
yf  they  thy  laws  obserue  &  keepe:  for  thou  hast  all  performed 
wch  to  my  father  Dauid  thou  in  former  tymes  hast  promised, 
for  to  thy  name  I  builded  haue  a  house,  as  to  my  father 
thou  sayd  not  hee,  but  his  seede  should.  And  now  I  make  my  prayer  210 
to  the  o  lord  that  thyne  eyes  may  vpon  this  house  be  fixed 
both  day  &  night,  where  in  thou  sayd  y*  thy  name  should  be 

invocated. 

And  who  so  euer  in  thy  house  to  thee  shall  make  petition 
his  prayer  heare  o  lord  wth  in  thy  heauenly  habitation. 
Yf  any  man  agaynst  his  neiyhbour  synne  &  ready  bee  215 

agaynst  hym  for  to  sweare,  &  wth  a  curse  bynde  hym  selfe  rashly 
before  the  Altar  in  thy l  house,  thou  shalt  from  heauen  heare 
&  iustly  as  he  doth  deserue  vnto  the  party  render. 
And  yf  thy  people  shall  be  by  their  enemyes  subdued 
&  penance  do,  &  be  agayne  truly  to  thee  conuerted  >30 

&  pray  vnto  thee  in  thy  house,  thou  shalt  from  heauen  heare 
&  them  in-able  all  their  foes  for  to  subdue  &  conquer. 
And  yf  the  heauens  be  shutt  vp  so  that  no  rayne  do  fall 
for  the  synnes  of  the  people,  &  they  do  for  mercy  call 
&  pardon  craue,  &  pray  to  thee  in  thy  house  for  some  rayne        395 
from  heauen  heare  their  prayers  lord  &  rayne  send  them  agayne. 
yf  famine,  pestilence,  rust,  blast,  locust  or  Brach  aryse 
in  the  land  of  thy  people,  &  their  enemyes  wayst  their  countries, 
&  their  cittie  gates  besige,  &  in  thy  house  they  make  their  prayer  [fol.  161b] 
from  heauen  heare  lord,  &  them  from  their  plagues  &  foes  deliuer.  9>o 
yf  any  pilgrymes  that  in  remote  &  farre  countries  dwell 
vnto  thy  house  repayre  not  beinge  of  thy  people  Israeli 
&  there  adore  &  craue  thy  help,  Lord  graunt  them  their  petition 
&  send  them  help  from  heauen,  wch  ys  thy  firme  habitation. 
And  yf  thy  people  shall  go  forth  to  warres  agaynst  their  foe         ••» 
&  shall  adore  &  honour  thee  agaynst  way  as  they  goe 
where  in  the  citty  ys,  &  the  house  the  wch  thou  hast  chosen 
thou  shalt  their  prayers  heare,  &  their  petitions  graunt  from  heauen. 
And  yf  thou  haue  them  for  their  synnes  vnto  their  foes  deliuered 
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240  (for  none  there  ys  y*  synneth  not)  &  they  be  captyues  caryed 
in  to  a  country  farre  or  neare,  &  there  returne  vnto  thee 
&  for  their  synne  do  penance  in  the  land  of  their  captiuyty 
&  thee  adore  agaynst  the  way  of  the  citty  thou  hast  chosen 
&  of  the  house  that  I  haue  buylt,  thou  shalt  them  heare  from  heauen, 

245  &  forgeue  them,  &  bringe  them  to  the  land  from  whence  they  came 
that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  may  feare  thy  holy  name, 
&  know  that  thou  the  prayers  of  thy  seruants  heares  beinge  offered 
in,  or  towards  thy  holy  temple,  wch  I  for  thee  haue  buylded. 
Let  these  my  prayers  lord  before  thee  bee  both  day  &  night 

250  &  make  vs  perfectly  to  walke  for  euer  in  thy  sight 

God. 

Thy  prayer  Salomon  I  haue  heard  euen  from  my  throne  in  heauen 
&  the  house  thou  hast  built  to  me  for  sacrifice  haue  chosen. 
Yf  heauen  I  shall  shut,  &  rayne  fall  not,  or  shall  command 
plague  to  consume  my  people,  or  Locusts  to  destroy  the  land 

255  &  they  conuerted  shall  do  pennance,  &  invocate  my  name 
theyr  synne  I'l  pardon,  &  no  more  afflict  them  for  the  same. 
Myne  eyes  shall  open  bee,  &  myne  eares  to  his  prayer  listen 
that  shall  pray  in  the  house  wch  I  vnto  my  self  haue  chosen 
for  I  haue  sanctifyed  that  place,  that  my  name  there  may  bee 

260  for  euer,  &  myne  eyes  &  heart  remayne  there  for  eternity.  • 
And  yf  before  me  thou  walke  as  thy  father  Dauid  did 
&  my  lawes  &  commandments  keepe,  &  do  what  I  thee  bidd 
I  the  Throne  of  thy  kingdome  will  rayse  vp,  &  there  shall  neuer 
a  prince  of  thy  stocke  want  in  Israel  as  I  told  thy  father. 
*But  yf  my  Justices,  precepts  &  lawes  you  shalt  forsake 

266  &  serue  strange  gods,  &  them  adore,  I  vtterly  will  take 
&  plucke  you  out  of  the  land  wch  I  haue  vnto  you  geuen 
&  t'house  wch  thou  hast  buylt,  &  I  haue  sanctifyed  &  chosen 
[fol.!62a]  n  cast  away  from  my  face,  &  deliuer  yt  for  a  parable 

270  &  to  the  people  of  all  nations  will  make  yt  an  example: 
And  to  all  passengers  a  prouerbe,  who  as  they  do  passe  by 
astonished,  shall  say:  Wherefore  hath  the  lord  done  so  strangly 
vnto  this  land,  &  to  this  house?  And  they  shall  answeare  make: 
Because  that  they  the  lord  god  of  their  fathers  did  for  sake 

»75  who  them  out  of  the  land  of  Mgypt  brought,  &  haue  adored 
strange  gods,  &  there  fore  all  these  euills  haue  vnto  them  happened. 
1  MS.  This  line  is  written  over  one  which  has  been  erased. 
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K.  Salomon. 

Lord  I  confesse  yt  fittinge  ys  that  yt  should  so  be  done 
yf  we  leaue  thee,  &  serue  strange  gods:  But  now  I  will  be  gone, 
to  Dedicate  to  the  (o  lord)  the  house  wch  I  haue  buylded 
&  for  to  see  that  Sacrifice  there  in  be  duly  offered.  9so 

Nuncius 

So  soone  as  the  kinge  in  the  Temple  had  his  prayers  ended 
fyre  did  descend  from  heauen  &  his  holocausts  consumed 
&  wth  the  maiesty  of  our  lord  the  temple  filled  was 
so  that  for  yt  the  priestes  into  the  Temple  could  not  passe 
&  all  Israel  the  fyre  did  see  descendinge,  &  the  glory  28n 

of  our  lord  on  the  house,  and  yt  did  them  so  much  astony 
that  fallinge  flatt  vpon  the  paued  stones  they  all  adored 
our  lord,  whose  mercy  lastes  for  aye,  &  his  name  highly  praysed 
And  Salomon  for  hostes  Twenty  two  thousand  oxen  killed 
&  Rammes  an  hundred  +wenty  thousand,  &  the  house  of  god        290 

Dedicated. 

And  when  the  queene  of  Saba  heard  how  wealthy  Salomon  was 
&  that  all  other  men  in  wysdome  he  did  farre  surpasse 
She  came  vnto  Hierusalem  to  proue  hym  in  hard  questions 
&  wth  her  brought  great  store  of  gold,  &  spice,  &  pretious  stones. 
And  Salomon  hath  all  resolu'd  that  she  to  hym  propounded.          395 
And  when  shee  saw  his  wisdome  &  the  house  that  he  hath  buylded 
&  the  meattes  of  his  table,  &  t'habitation  of  his  seruants, 
&  th'offices  his  ministers  had,  wth  all  their  pretious  garments, 
&  holocausts  wch  in  the  house  of  god  he  dayly  immolated, 
no  spirit  in  her  any  longer  was,  she  was  so  sore  astonyed  «oo 

as  you  your  selues  shall  shortly  see,  yf  you  will  shew  attention 
for  here  the  queene  wth  Salomon  comes  alonge :  now  Fl  begone 

Queene  of  Saba. 

Kinge  Salomon  the  fame  ys  true  wch  I  heard  in  my  country 
of  thy  wisdome,  vertue,  &  wealth,  the  wch  till  I  did  see 
wth  myne  owne  eyes,  I  could  not  creditt.  But  now  I  see  right  well  »OB 
that  scarsely  the  one  halfe  there  of  they  did  vnto  me  tell 
Blessed  thy  men  &  seruants  are  that  do  assist  before  thee 
&  at  all  tymes  thy  wisdome  heare,  &  blest  thy  lord  god  bee 
who  hath  thee  placed  on  this  throne  because  Israel  he  loueth        [fol.  162&] 
&  will  preserue  yt  euer,  &  there  fore  thee  on  yt  sett  sio 

ludgments  &  lustice  for  to  do,  &  for  the  loue  I  beare  thee 
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all  the  gold,  spice  &  pretious  stones  wch  hither  I  brought  wth  mee 
on  thee  o  kinge  I  do  bestow,  &  that  wth  all  my  heart 
&  so  I'l  take  my  leaue  of  thee,  syth  I  must  needs  depart 

K.  Salomon. 

sis  Thankes  worthy  queene  of  Saba,  &  your  kyndnes  I  will  re- 

compence 
before  your  company  I  leaue,  where  fore  let's  now  go  hence. 

Nuncius 

An  hundred  twenty  Talents  of  gold  wth  spices  very  rare 
&  pretious  stones  equal!  to  wch  in  value  els  where  none  are 
the  queene  of  Saba  hath  vpon  kinge  Salomon  bestowed. 

sao  In  recompence  where  of  shee  more  of  hym  agayne  receiued. 
for  what  shee  askt  he  to  her  gaue :  and  backe  to  her  owne  country 
shee's  gone  admyringe  much  the  wealth  &  wisdome  of  his  maiesty 
for  his  ryches  &  glory  farre  all  earthly  kinge  exceeded, 
so  that  to  see  his  face,  &  heare  his  wisdome  she  desyred 

S2o  &  did  present  hym  wth  rych  gyftes,  as  vessels,  armour,  spices 
&  robes  &  garments  of  the  fynest  gold,  &  mules,  &  horses. 
And  all  the  vessels  at  his  table  vs'd  of  gold  were  made 
&  as  great  store  he  in  Hierusalem  of  syluer  had 
as  stones :  so  that  as  nothinge  gold  in  that  citty  was  esteemed 

sac  &  cedres  were  as  plentifull  as  Sicomors  while  he  buylded. 
And  while  he  serued  god,  &  vnto  hym  obedient  was 
all  things  he  tooke  in  hand  did  prosper  well.  But  now  alas 
growinge  in  yeares  (for  so  you  must  suppose)  wth  strangers  hee 
agaynst  the  law  of  god  ys  maryed,  &  fallen  to  Idolatry. 

885  for  he  hath  wyues,  as  yt  were  queenes  in  number  seuen  hundred 
&  concubins  three  hundred,  wch  away  his  heart  haue  turned 
vnto  their  godds  &  goddesses  from  the  true  god  of  heauen 
for  he  hath  buylt  a  Temple  to  th'Idol  of  Ammons  children 
Moloch,  &  to  Ghamos  th'Idoll  of  Moab,  &  vnto  Astarthee 

340  Sidonians  goddesse,  &  to  them  geuen  t'honour  due  to  god  Almighty 
for  wth  th'^Egiptians,  Moabits,  Ammonits  &  Idumeians 
he  maryed  hath,  &  also  wth  the  Hetheits,  &  Sidonians: 
Wth  whom  our  lord  forbad  children  of  Israel  for  to  mary 
lest  that  they  should  be  drawne  by  them  for  to  committ  Idolatry : 

846  And  wth  what  punishment  god  will  hym  afflict  for  his  trans 
gression 
shall  streight  appeare  yf  you'l  a  while  geue  eare.   So  I'l  begone. 


The  16  Pageant  of  Salomon.  235 

God. 

Salomon  because  thou  hast  my  lawes  &  precepts  not  obeyed 
thy  kingdome  I'l  asunder  rende,  &  yt  shall  be  delyuered 
vnto  thy  seruant:  not  wth  standinge  in  thy  dayes  I'l  not  do  yt 
for  Dauids  sake  thy  father,  but  from  thy  sonne  I  will  rende  yt,      8so 
although  not  all,  for  I, will  leaue  one  Tribe  vnto  thy  sonne  [fol.!63a] 

&  Hierusalem  for  Dauids  sake,  who  my  precepts  hath  done, 
of  all  the  rest  for  thy  offence  he  shall  depryued  bee 

K.  Salomon. 
I'l  be  gone  lord  &  rest  content,  syth  there's  no  other  remedy. 

Nuncius. 

The  generall  peace  wch  Salomon  had  all  this  whyle  inioyed,          »6f> 
conuerted  was  to  cruell  warres  since  he  god  disobeyed, 
for  Adad  an  Idumean,  &  Razen  kinge  of  Damascus 
his  enemyes  did  become,  &  Hieroboam  was  rebellious 
who  had  his  seruant  bene  before :  &  to  hym  yt  was  tolde 
by  Ahias  the  prophet  that  ten  Tribes  possesse  he  should  8eo 

of  the  kingdome  of  Israel  when  Kinge  Salomon  was  dead 
yf  he  gods  lawes  &  precepts  did  obserue,  &  his  pathes  treade. 
Wch  when  Kinge  Salomon  heard  agaynst  leroboam  he  did  rayse 
all  the  forces  he  could,  &  made  leroboam  go  his  wayes 
towards  ^Egipt  vnto  Kinge  Sesac,  where  he  wth  hym  hath  stayed   ses 
vntill  he  heard  of  Salomons  death,  wch  now  of  late  ys  happened 
when  fourty  yeares  he  in  Hierusalem  had  reigned  ouer 
all  Israeli,  &  he  buryed  ys  in  the  citty  of  his  father 
&  in  his  place  his  Sonne  Roboam  reignes ;  but  in  what  fashion 
here  after  will  apparent  be  in  tyme  so  I'l  be  gone.  8?o 
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[foi.i63b]  The  17  pageant  [of  Elias1] 

[The  upper  half  of  the  page  has  been  left  blank  for  the  insertion  of  the 
„ Actors'  names".] 

People  of  Israeli 

Dreede  soueraigne  lord  thy  father  layd  a  most  hard  yoke  vpon  vs. 
wcb  we  beseech  the  somewhat  lighten  for  yt  ys  ouer  greevous. 
&  we  as  loyall  subiects  will  to  thee  obedient  bee. 

Kinge  Roboam. 

Go  allf2]  way  till  the  third  day  &  then  returne  vnto  mee 
B  &  you  shall  answeare  haue,  The  while  bidd  the  Auncients  of  Israeli 
to  me  repayre  wth  out  delay,  for  I  would  haue  their  counsell 

People  of  Israel 
Wee  will  my  liege  do  your  command,  &  that  wth  out  delay 

King  Roboam. 

So  do.  Lo  now  they  are  at  hand,  I'l  heare  what  they  will  say. 
Auncients  you  welcome  are,  who  did  assist  before  my  father 
10  while  he  was  liuinge:  your  counsel  now  I  craue  what  I  shall 

answeare 

vnto  the  people  who  desyre  to  haue  the  burden  eased 
where  wth  before  (as  they  affirme)  my  father  them  oppressed 

Auncients  of  Israel. 

Yf  you  my  gratious  lord  will  grante  the  people  their  desyre 
&  geue  them  gentle  words  they'l  serue  you  as  they  seru'd  your 
father. 

Kinge  Roboam. 
IB  Well  stand  a-syde,  &  lett  me  heare  what  these  yonge  men  will  say 

who  wayted  haue  on  mee,  &  bene  brought  vp  wth  me  alway. 
[f ol.  164a]  Yonge  men  of  Israel. 

This  answeare  to  them  make  (renowned  kinge)  my  litle  finger 
shall  grosser  bee  (assure  your  selues)  then  the  backe  of  my  father. 
My  father  on  you  layd  a  heauy  yoke:  But  I  will  adde 
20  more  there  vnto.  Wth  scourges  you  were  by  my  father  pay'd 
but  I  wth  Scorpions  will  you  beate.  This  answeare  to  them  make 

Kinge  Roboam 

1  your  advises  both  haue  heard,  &  what  answeare  I'l  make 
when  the  third  day  ys  come  shall  playnly  to  you  all  appeare 

1  No  title  is  given  to  this  pageant  in  the  MS,  3  MS.  you 

stricken  out. 
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so  let's  be  gone,  &  wth  the  multitude  then  meete  me  here. 
Good  people  you  are  come  yt  seemes  of  me  to  haue  an  answeare,  95 
&  so  you  shall.  My  fathers  heauy  yoke  I  will  make  heauier 
Hee  beate  you  but  wth  whipps,  But  I  wth  scorpions  will  you  pay 
&  the  proud'st  of  you  make  to  stoupe :  Let's  see  who  dares  say  nay 

People  of  Israel 

What  part  haue  we  in  Dauid,  or  Inheritance  in  the  sonne 
of  Isai?  Israel  come,  vnto  our  Tabernacles  let's  be  gone.  ao 

Kinge  Roboam. 

Doe  only  the  two  tribes  of  Beniamin  &  luda  stay 
wth  mee?  Then  to  lerusalem  I'l  be  gone  wth  out  delay. 

Nuncius 

When  to  Hierusalem  Roboam  came  kinge  he  was  crowned 
of  luda  only,  for  from  hym  all  Israel  was  revolted. 
And  of  the  Tribes  of  Beniamin  &  luda  he  did  gather  3D 

an  hundred  fourscore  thousand  chosen  fightinge  men  to  gether 
to  fight  agaynst  the  house  of  Israel,  &  to  reduce  the  kingdome 
from  them  wholly  vnto  hym  selfe  beinge  the  sonne  of  Salomon. 
And  Israel  understandinge  that  leroboam  was  returned 
from  ^Egipt,  hym  wtb  ioynt  consent  the  kinge  of  Israeli  crowned.  *<> 
But  the  word  of  our  lord  forth  wth  vnto  Roboam  came 
by  one  that  was  a  man  of  god  Semeias  cald  by  name 
&  did  f orbidd  hym  for  to  fight  agaynst  the  house  of  Israel : 
&  euery  man  returned  home,  &  wth  them  woulde  not  medle. 
Yet  leroboam  was  persua'ed  that  kingdome  would  *& 

returne  vnto  the  house  of  Dauid  yf  the  people  should 
go  vp  vnto  Hierusalem  there  for  to  offer  sacrifice 
in  the  house  of  our  lord,  where  fore  he  forth  wth  did  devise 
two  golden  calues,  &  sayd :  Israel  go  no  more  to  Hierusalem 
Lo  here  thy  gods  that  brought  the  out  of  ^Egipt  are:  adore  them  so 
And  one  of  them  in  Bethel  he  did  sett,  the  other  in  Dan 
wch  to  adore  great  multitudes  of  people  dayly  ran. 
And  in  th'Excelses  he  made  Temples,  &  of  the  meanest  people 
priestes  that  were  not  of  Leuis  stocke,  &  an  Altar  in  Bethel 
to  immolate  on  the  same  vnto  the  calues  wch  he  had  framed  6& 

&  there  on  also  incense  burnt:  wcb  god  highly  displeased 
And  vnto  Bethel  came  a  man  of  god  forth  wth  from  luda  [fol.!64t>] 

while  he  was  censinge,  &  vnto  the  Altar  thus  did  say: 
Altar,  Altar,  thus  sayth  our  lord:  Behold  a  child  shall  bee 
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eo  borne  to  the  house  of  Dauid,  &  shall  immolate  vpon  thee 
the  priestes  of  the  excelses,  who  now  frankinsense  now  burne 
on  thee:  &  his  name  shall  losias  bee  when  he  ys  borne. 
And  for  a  token  that  yt  ys  our  lord  who  thus  hath  spoken 
th' Ashes  shall  be  pour'd  out  on  yt,  &  th' Altar  shalbe  clouen. 

es  Wcb  wordes  when  the  kinge  heard  his  hand  forth  from  th' Altar 

he  stretched 

sayinge:  Take  hym:  &his  hand  strecht  out  agaynst  hym  withered, 
&  the  kinge  could  not  draw  yt  backe :  &  the  Altar  was  clouen 
&  th  ashes  pou'red  out  on  yt,  euen  as  the  man  had  spoken. 
Then  sayd  the  kinge  vnto  the  man  of  god:  pray  I  beseech  thee 

70  vnto  our  lord  for  me,  that  my  hand  may  restored  bee. 
&  the  man  pray'd  vnto  our  lord,  &  his  hand  was  restored 
to  hym  agayne  as  yt  was  before,  &  then  the  kinge  requested 
the  man  of  god  to  dyne  wth  hym,  wch  he  denyed  vtterly 
because  he  was  forbidden  foode  there  to  tayst  by  god  almighty. 

78  Though  afterward  he  by  an  other  prophet  was  deceyued 
&  eate  &  drunke :  for  wch  he  by  a  lyon  was  deuoured. 
Yet  for  all  this  leroboam  doth  perseuer  in  Idolatry 
&  since  his  sonne  Abia's  fallen  sicke,  &  lyke  to  dye 
And  to  the  prophet  Ahia  hee  hath  sente  his  wyfe  to  know 

so  of  hym  whether  his  sonne  shall  his  health  agayne  recouer  or  no. 
And  now  the  prophet  who  ys  blinde  wth  age  abroad  ys  walkinge 
to  take  the  ayre  ledd  by  his  man.  And  the  queene's  also  comminge 
in  strange  attyre  as  yt  doth  seeme  for  f eare  shee  should  be  knowne. 
for  so  the  kinge  her  bade;  to  them  geue  eare,  for  I'l  be  gone. 
Ahias  the  prophet. 

ss  .1  heare  the  sounde  of  the  queenes  feete  entringe  in  at  the  dore. 
come  in  leroboams  wyfe :  &  forth  wth  lett  me  know  where  fore 
thou  feignes  thy  selfe  to  be  an  other  woman  then  thou  art? 
A  heauy  message  vnto  thee  I  am  for  to  impart. 
Go  tell  leroboam  that  thus  sayth  our  lord  the  god  of  Israel : 

90  Because  I  haue  exalted  thee  from  the  midst  of  the  people 
&  ouer  Israel  made  thee  prince,  &  from  the  house  of  Dauid 
the  kingdome  rent  &  geuen  yt  thee,  &  yet  as  Dauid  did 
thou  hast  not  my  commandments  kept,  but  yll  aboue  all  other 
hast  wrought  makeinge  strange  gods  &  there  by  me  provok't  to 
anger 

96  Euill  vpon  leroboams  house  I'l  bringe,  &  will  stryke  all 
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that  out  of  leroboam  come  pissinge  agaynst  the  wall 

&  they  that  shall  of  hym  be  borne  &  dye  wth  in  the  citty 

the  doggs  shall  eate,  &  foules  devour  them  that  in  the  fieldes  dye. 

Go  therefore  home,  &  at  the  very  entrance  of  thy  f eete  [fol.  165»] 

in  to  the  citty  the  child  shall  dye,  &  all  Israel  mourne  for  yt          too 

&  bury  hym :  for  only  hee  shall  be  brought  to  his  sepulcher 

for  yll  he  did  preuent  wch  was  intended  by  his  father 

And  our  lord  shall  appoynt  vnto  hym  selfe  a  kinge  of  Israel 

&  shall  Israeli  from  the  good  country  plucke  where  now  they  dwell 

&  stryke  leroboams  house  for  the  synne  wch  he  hath  committed.  105 

All  this  vnto  leroboam  tell  wch  here  I  haue  related 

So  queene  adew :  Sirra  lead  me  now  to  the  place  whence  I  came 

vxor  leroboam. 
yt's  a  hard  message :  yet  to  the  kinge  I'l  go  &  beare  the  same 

Nuncius 

So  soone  as  the  queene  on  the  threshold  of  the  dore  did  enter 
her  sonne  dyed  &  wth  mourninge  Israel  brought  h}^m  to  his  no 

sepulcher 

&  whyle  leroboam  &  the  queene  do  for  their  dead  sonne  mourne 
we'l  to  Roboam  kinge  of  luda  backe  agayne  returne 
who  for  his  synne  by  Sesac  kinge  of  ^Egipt  ys  invaded 
&  hath  in  luda  lost  the  cittyes  that  were  the  best  fenced 
&  since  towardes  Hierusalem  ys  gone  wth  all  his  forces  no 

pursuinge  kinge  Roboam  who's  fledd  thither  wth  all  the  princes 
of  luda,  &  a  prophet  that  Semeias  hath  to  name 
ys  from  our  lord  sent  for  to  do  a  message  to  Roboam 
&  what  that  ys  you  streight  shall  heare  yf  you  will  geue  attention 
for  here  the  prophet,  kinge  &  princes  come.  Now  I'l  begone.         no 

Semeias  a  prophet 

Princes  &  kinge  thus  sayth  our  lord:  Sith  you  haue  me  forsaken 
I  will  leaue  you  in  Sesacs  hand  by  hym  for  to  be  taken 

Kinge  Roboam. 
Thy  words  haue  me  amaz'd 

Pr[i]nces. 

So  haue  they  vs. 
Rob[oam]  princ[es]. 

our  lord  is  iust 
Semeias 
Syth  that  you  humbled  are  agayne  from  god  tell  you  I  must, 
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i«B  that  he'l  not  you  destroy,  but  will  geue  you  a  litle  ayde 
&  on  Hierusalem  his  wrath  shall  by  Sesac  not  be  layd. 
But  yet  you  shall  hym  serue  for  to  learne  what  the  difference  ys 
betwene  the  seruice  of  our  lord,  &  an  earthly  kings  seruice 
Thus  much  our  lord  commanded  me  vnto  you  to  declare. 

Kinge  Roboam.  &  Princes  of  luda. 
iso  Semeias  thanks:  our  lord  ys  iust  &  we  all  synners  are. 

Kinge  Roboam. 

But  now  let  vs  begone  lest  sodaynly  we  be  assaulted 
by  Sesac  who  towards  Hierusalem  allready's  marched. 

Nuncius 

Now  Sesac  kinge  ^Egipt  from  Hierusalem's  retyred 
&  hath  much  treasure  from  the  house  of  god  wth  hym  conueyed 
[fol.  165&J  But  yet  because  the  people  humbled  are  before  our  lord 

186  they  were  not  cleane  destroy 'd  accordinge  to  the  prophets  worde 
though  they  in  great  subiection  lyu'd  vnto  th'^Egiptian  kinge 
&  betwixt  them  &  leroboam  there  euer  hath  bene  ierringe 
vntill  Roboam  wth  his  fathers  slept  wch  lately  happened 
140  &  then  leroboams  wrath  towards  Abias  was  conuerted 
who  was  Roboams  sonne  &  reigned  in  his  fathers  place 
but  leroboam  quickly  was  subdued  by  Abias 
for  god  so  terrifye'd  hym  &  Israel  that  they  fled  away 
before  Abias,  &  there  fell  of  them  hurt  in  one  day 
146  fyue  hundred  Thousand  valiant  men:  And  in  leroboams  place 
Nadab  his  sonne  did  reigne,  as  wicked  as  his  father  was. 
And  when  Abias  kinge  of  luda  dye'd  Asa  his  sonne 
succeeded  hym,  &  gods  laws  kept  euen  as  Dauid  had  done 
exceptinge  only  that  th'Excelses  he  tooke  not  away 
i5o  wch  for  his  wyues  Salomon  had  made.  And  the  kinge  of  ^Ethiopia 
Who  Zara  had  to  name,  &  his  whole  army  (wch  conteyned 
ten  hundred  thousand  men)  through  gods  helpe  were  by  hym 

destroyed. 

And  he  Maaca  his  owne  mother  from  the  Empyre  deposed 
because  that  she  to  priapus  an  Idoll  had  erected, 
i6B  wch  he  in  peeces  brake  &  burnt  the  groue  for  to  hym  came 
one  wth  gods  spirit  indue'd  who  Azarias  had  to  name 
&  to  hym  thus  did  say:  Heare  me  Asa,  luda,  &  Beniamin: 
our  lord  god  ys  wth  you  because  that  you  wth  hym  haue  bin. 
Yf  you  will  seeke  hym,  you  shall  finde  hym :  But  yf  you  do  make, 
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a  smale  accompt  of  hym,  assure  your  selues  he'l  you  forsake.        ie<> 

And  many  days  in  Israel  shall  wth  out  the  true  god  passe 

&  wth  out  priest,  teacher,  &  law,  for  so  our  lord  god  says. 

And  when  in  their  distresse  they  shall  wth  all  their  heart  &  mynde 

returne  vnto  our  lord,  &  seeke  hym,  then  they  shall  hym  fynde. 

And  at  that  tyme  there  shall  not  bee  peace  to  hym  that  doth  go    i«ft 

out  &  come  in,  but  on  ech  syde  greate  feare,  terrour,  &  woe 

in  the  Inhabitants  of  the  earth:  for  Nation  agaynst  Nation 

shall  fight :  &  betwene  citty  &  citty  there  shall  be  great  dissention 

because  our  lord  will  them  molest  wth  euery  kynde  of  misery 

wherefore  courage  to  you  take  for  your  workes  shall  rewarded  bee  170 

Wch  wordes  when  Asa  heard  he  courage  tooke,  &  putt  away 

all  th'Idolls  that  were  in  the  land  of  Beniamin  &  luda 

And  made  a  lawe  that  euery  one  should  our  lord  god  seeke  out 

wth  all  their  heart  &  soule,  &  dye  ech  on  that  sought  hym  not. 

And  all  the  people  made  due  search,  &  did  our  lord  god  fynde      175 

And  our  lord  gaue  them  peace  agayne,  &  quietnes  of  mynde, 

euen  as  the  prophet  of  our  lord  before  to  hym  did  say  [fol.!66a] 

&  Asa  all  his  days  a  perfect  heart  had.  But  Baasa 

his  lord  Nadab  by  treachery  slew,  &  after  Israel  gouerned 

&  whyle  he  reignd  leroboams  house  he  vtterly  destroyed  i8o 

for  his  synne  as  Ahias  sayd,  &  shortly  after  dyed 

And  his  sonne  Ela  had  his  place,  &  ouer  Israel  reigned 

But  by  his  seruant  Zambri  he  beinge  one  day  drunke  was  slayne 

&  Zambri  in  his  place  did  afterwards  ouer  Israel  reigne 

&  the  house  of  Baasa  strucke,  &  lefte  not  one  at  all  i«o 

of  them,  as  lehu  had  fore  told  to  pisse  agaynst  the  wall. 

The  wch  when  Israel  heard  they  Amry  kinge  created 

who  general  had  bene  of  the  warres,  &  he  Zambri  besieged 

in  Thersa,  who  perceiuinge  that  he  must  needes  taken  bee 

both  hys l  house  &  hym  selfe  he  burnt  &  in  his  synnes  did  dye.     i»o 

But  now  Israel  diuided  was  &  th'one  halfe  followed  Thebin 

Gineth  his  sonne  to  make  hym  kinge,  th'other  halfe  did  go  wtb 

Amri 

But  Amri  did  preuayle,  &  shortly  after  Thebin  dyed 
&  Amri  ouer  Israel  reign'd,  &  for  wickednes  exceeded 
all  other  that  before  hym  were:  And  then  Achab  his  sonne  I»B 


1  MS.  hys  corrected  from  hym. 
IJefperta,  (fcrginjungsretlie  4. 
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succeeded  hym,  &  lyu'd  as  wickedly  as  he  had  done 
And  now  the  prophet  Elias  ys  from  god  to  Achab  sentt 
&  wth  his  message  you  shall  be  acquainted  made  incontinent 
yf  you  accordinge  to  yowr  wonte  a  while  will  shew  attention 
»oo  for  here  they  cominge  are  together.  And  now  I  will  begone. 

Elias  the  prophet. 

As  the  lord  god  of  Israel  lyues  in  whose  sight  I  do  stand 
for  certayne  yeares  both  dew  &  rayne  shall  fall  vpon  the  land 
accordinge  to  the  wordes  that  shall  out  of  my  mouth  proceede 
that  thou  may  know  our  lord  ys  god,  &  none  other  god  besyde 

Kinge  Achab. 

a  OB  credite  thee  that  will,  for  I  will  not,  in  any  thinge  thou  dost  say 
But  PI  be  gone  for  great  occasions  drawes  me  hence  away. 

God 

Elias  go  thy  way,  &  in  the  Torrent  Garith  hyde  thee 
&  of  the  Torrent  thou  shalt  drynke  when  thou  feeles  thy  selfe 

thyrsty. 
&  I  commanded  haue  the  rauens  there  thee  for  to  feede 

Elias 
aio  on  confidence  there  of  Lord  on  my  iourney  Fl  proceede 

ft  Nuncius. 

Elias  to  the  Torrent  Garith  went  as  god  commanded 
&  bread  &  flesh  the  Rauens  twice  a  day  vnto  hym  caryed 
&  of  the  Torrent  he  did  drynke  vntill  yt  was  vp  dryed 
wch  wth  in  certayne  dayes  by  reason  that  no  rayne  fell,  happened 
•is  But  then  our  Lord  vnto  hym  sayd:  Aryse  &  go  into 

Sereptha,  &  stay  there,  for  I  commanded  haue  a  widdow, 
ffol.  166bj  there  thee  to  feede,  &  he's  gone  thence  directly  to  that  citty 
where  what  his  entertaynment  ys  marke  well  &  you  shall  see 
for  at  the  citty  gate  behold  he  wth  the  widdow  meeteth 
aao  who  gatheringe  ys  of  stickes,  &  her  in  frendLy  wyse  Saluteth 

Elias 

Will  mett  good  widdow :  I  thee  beseech  for  to  bestow  vpon  mee 
a  litle  water  for  to  drynke  for  I  am  tootoe  thirsty. 

widdowe 
Fl  yt  go  fetch. 

Elias. 

A  morsell  to  of  breade  bringe  in  thy  hand 
for  mee  to  eate  for  I  am  hungry. 
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Widdow. 

Thus  much  sir  vnder  stand 

as  our  lord  lyues  I  haue  no  breade,  but  one  handfull  of  meale        9>& 
in  a  pott,  &  a  litle  oyle  wtb  in  a  litle  vessell 
And  loe  I  gathered  haue,  &  now  to  make  yt  ready 
for  mee  &  my  sonne  goinge  am  *  that  we  may  eate  &  dye 

Elias 

feare  not  but  go  &  do  as  thou  hast  sayd:  But  first  make  for  mee 
a  litle  harth  cake  of  that  meale,  &  bringe  yt  hither  wth  thee.          2»o 
And  afterward  then  thou  shalt  make  for  thy  selfe  &  thy  sonne 
for  thus  our  lord  doth  say  the  pott  of  meale  shall  not  be  done 
nor  the  oyle  vessell  empty  bee  vntill  that  yt  do  rayne 

Widdow 
I'l  then  go  do  as  you  haue  sayd,  &  streight  returne  agayne 

Elias 
Nay  rather  I'l  go  in  wth  thee  so  shall  thou  be  lesse  troubled  *»& 

Widdow 
Syth  that  you  are  disposed  so  to  do  I  am  contented. 

Nuncius 

The  widdow,  her  house,  &  Elias  are  all  well  refreshed 
&  yet  neyther  the  meale  nor  oyle  are  any  white  diminished 
But  now  her  sonne  ys  fallen  sicke,  for  wch  she  mourneth  sore 
&  here  shee  bringes  hym  in  her  armes,  &the  prophet  comes  before  «4<> 

Widdow. 

Alas  my  sonne  I  feare  ys  dead:  In  hym  no  breath  there  ys 
didst  thou  come  vnto  me  thou  man  of  god  that  myne  iniquities 
might  be  cal'd  to  remembrance,  &  thou  mightest  my  sonne  kill? 

Elias 

Geue  me  thy  sonne,  &  hym  lay  downe  vpon  this  bedd  I  will. 
0  lord  my  god  where  fore  hast  thou  this  widdow  thus  afflicted      245 
by  killinge  of  her  sonne,  who  in  a  sort  hath  my  lyfe  saued 

0  lord  my  god  let  the  soule  of  this  child,  I  do  beseech  thee 
come  in  to  hym  agayne.  Now  yt's  returnd  in  to  his  body 
Widow  behold  thy  sonne  doth  lyue:  Geue  god  prayse  for  the  same 

Widow 

1  see  thou  art  a  man  of  god,  &  his  worde's  true  that  came  aeo 
out  of  thy  mouth,  for  wcb  to  hym  be  prayse  for  euer  more. 

Gome  sonne  let's  in  returne  syth  thou  as  well  art  as  before. 

1  MS.  am  interlined  above. 

16* 
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[fol.i67a]  God 

Elias  now  to  Achab  go  &  shewe  thy  selfe  agayne 

to  hym,  that  I  vpon  the  face  of  th'earth  may  geue  some  rayne 

Nuncius 

ass  Achab  perceiueinge  that  there  ys  great  famyne  in  Samaria 
hath  sent  the  ruler  of  his  house  Abdias  thence  away 
to  trye  yf  he  any  grasse  can  fynde,  or  water  for  his  cattell 
wch  both  are  wantinge  in  the  land  where  as  he  now  doth  dwell 
for  this  ys  the  third  yeare  since  that  Elias  did  vp  close 
seo  the  heauen  that  yt  should  not  rayne,  for  so  you  must  suppose 
And  Achab 's  gone  hym  selfe  abroad  also  an  other  way 
for  to  seeke  out  some  battesoyle  where  saue  their  lyues  he  may. 
And  here  Abdias  comminge  ys,  as  yt  should  seeme  to  mee, 
Whom  by  the  way  Elias  meetes.  Their  greetinge  you  shall  see. 

Abdias 
96*  Who's  this  I  here  espye?  My  lord  say  art  thou  not  Elias? 

Elias 
I  am.  Go  tell  thy  lord  that  here  Elias  ys  (Abdias. 

Abdias 

What's  my  offence  that  mee  thy  seruant  thou  deliuer  will 
in  to  the  hands  of  my  lord  Achab  that  hee  may  mee  kill? 
No  nation's  in  this  land  whither  my  lord  hath  not  sent  to 

seeke  thee 

9™  &  all  haue  answeare  made,  he  ys  not  here.  And  thou  says  to  mee 
Go  tell  thy  lord  here  ys  Elias:  And  when  I  am  departed 
from  thee,  perhaps  thou  wilt  in  to  some  other  place  be  caryed 
by  the  spirite  of  our  lord,  &  Achab  sendinge  for  to  seeke  thee 
fynde  thee  not  there,  he  haply  will  offended  bee,  &  kill  mee. 
276  And  from  his  infancy  thy  seruant  hath  our  lord  god  feared. 
Hath  yt  not  bene  told  my  lord  what  I  did  when  lezabell  killed 
the  prophets  of  our  lord,  how  I  them  hydd  by  fifty  &  by  fyfty 
in  caues,  &  fedd  them  all  wth  water,  &  bread,  &  kept  them  safly? 
And  thou  sayst:  go  &  tell  thy  lord:  Elias  now  ys  here, 
tso  that  he  may  kill  mee,  as  he  will  yf  thou  do  not  appeare. 

Elias 

The  lord  of  hosts  doth  lyue  before  whose  face  I  now  am  standinge 
I  will  this  day  to  hym  appeare. 

Abdias. 

Then  to  hym  I'l  be  goinge. 
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Ellas 

So  do  &  that  wth  speede,  &  be  assur'd  of  this  Abdias 
yf  Achab  come  or  sende,  he  shall  me  fynde  here  in  this  place. 
Now  syth  I  am  here  all  alone,  I  will  sitt  downe  &  rest  mee  285 

but  that  must  not  be  longe,  for  Achab's  cominge  here  allready. 

Kinge  Achab. 

Art  yu  he  that  Israel  doth  trouble? 

Elias. 

I  have  not  Israel  troubled 

but  thou,  &  the  house  of  thy  father  who  haue  Baalim  followed 
&  broken  the  commandments  of  our  lord,  yet  not  wth  standinge 
assemble  Israel,  &  them  in  mount  Garmel  to  me  bringe,  290 

&  Baals  foure  hundred  fifty  prophets,  &  of  the  groues  foure          [fol.  167b] 

hundred 
wch  do  at  lezabels  table  eate. 

Achab. 

Together  they  shall  be  called 

wherefore  let's  hence  depart,  &  in  mount  Garmel  they  shall 
meete  thee 

Elias 
Kinge  Achab  do  as  you  haue  sayde  &  there  I  will  be  ready 

Nuncius 

When  Achab,  Israel,  &  the  priestes  were  come  in  to  mount  Garmel  3<m 
Elias  mett  them  there,  &  thus  did  say  vnto  the  people 
How  longe  do  you  halt  on  both  sydes?  yf  our  lord  true  god  bee 
f olow  hym :  yf  Baal  f olow  hym :  And  they  did  not  reply. 
Vnto  the  people  then  Elias  thus  did  say  agayne : 
a  prophet  of  our  lord  &  god  I  only  do  remayne.  soo 

And  the  prophets  of  Baal  foure  hundred  are  &  fifty  men. 
Two  oxen  to  vs  brynge,  &  let  the  one  by  them  be  chosen 
&  layd  beinge  cutt  in  peeces  vpon  woode,  &  no  fyre  vnder 
&  the  other  oxe  shall  be  by  mee  vs'de  in  the  selfe  same  maner 
And  let  them  invocate  the  names  of  their  gods,  &  I'l  call  «<>» 

on  the  name  of  my  god :  &  the  god  that  by  fyre  heare  shall 
'lett  hym  be  god:  And  all  the  people  sayd:  A  good  proposition. 
And  the  priestes  on  the  name  of  Baal  from  morninge  till  midday 
haue  called  sayinge ' :  Baal  heare  vs :  but  yet  nothinge  would  he  say 

1  A  non-rhyming  line;  possibly  a  line  has  dropped  out  after  v.  307. 
*  MS.  sayine. 
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aio  though  they  vpon  the  Altar  lept,  &  skipped  to  &  froe 
wch  when  Elias  did  perceue,  he  vnto  them  did  go 
&  sayd  in  iestinge  wyse:  perhaps  your  god  ys  not  wth  in, 
but  travaylinge  ys  vpon  the  way,  or  else  he's  in  his  Inne 
or  at  the  least  soundly  a-sleepe,  &  there  fore  must  be  waked 

SIB  wth  lowder  cryes.  And  then  forth  wth  their  voyces  they  exalted 
and  cutt  them  selues  after  their  rite  both  wth  their  knyues  &  launces 
till  they  were  all  imbrew'd  wth  blood,  &  lifted  vp  their  voyces 
to  their  god  Baal  callinge  on  hym  vntill  the  daj7  was  ended 
&  yet  the  oxe  ordayn'd  for  sacrifice  vnburnt  remayned. 

82o  Elias  then  th'Altar  repayr'd  wch  w^s  before  destroyed 

the  wch  he  of  twelue  stones  in  the  name  of  our  lord  erected 
accordinge  to  the  number  of  the  Tribes  of  Jacobs  childer 
&  round  a-bout  the  Altar  he  did  draw  a  water  gutter 
&  then  the  woode  in  order  plac't,  &  th'oxe  in  ioynts  diuided 

395  &  layd  them  on  the  wood,  &  sayd:  Let  foure  Buckets  be  filled 
wth  water,  &  powred  vpon  the  holocaust  &  the  woode 
&  this  he  made  them  thrise  to  do,  while  that  he  wth  them  stoode. 
[fol.l68a]  And  the  water  about  the  Altar  ranne,  &  gutter  filled 

&  so  soone  as  the  tyme  was  come  that  t'holocaust  should  be  offered 

8>o  Elias  sayd:  Lord  god  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  &  Israel 

this  day  declare  that  thou  art  Israels  god  vnto  the  people 
&  that  I  am  thy  seruant,  &  haue  done  euen  as  thou  bade  mee 
in  all  these  thinges.  Heare  me  o  lord :  heare  me  lord  I  beseech  thee 
that  this  people  may  learne  that  thou  art  god,  &  hast  conuerted 

ass  their  heartes  agayne.  And  the  fyre  of  our  Lord  fell  &  deuoured 
the  Holocaust  &  the  woode,  &  water  that  was  in  the  gutter 
wch  when  the  people  saw,  they  fell  on  their  faces  to  gether 
&  sayd:  our  lord  he's  god:  our  lord  he's  god.  Then  sayd  Elias 
See  that  you  all  the  prophets  of  Baal  take,  &  let  not  one  passe 

840  And  they  forth  wth  so  did,  &  brought  them  to  ye  Torrent  Gison 
where  by  Elias  they  were  kild,  &  putt  to  death  ech  one. 
Elias  then  to  Achab  sayd:  go  vp  &  drynke  &  eate 
because  there  ys  sound  of  much  rayne :  &  he  went  to  his  meate 
&  drynke.  And  then  Elias  went  in  to  the  topp  of  carmel 

8*5  &  putt  his  face  betwixt  his  knees,  &  flatt  on  the  earth  fell 
&  to  his  seruant  sayd :  to  wardes  the  sea  go  looke,  &  bringe 
me  word  what  thou  doest  see :  &  he  returninge  sayd  there's  nothing 
Seuen  tymes  then  sayd  Elias,  to  the  sea  returne  agayne 
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And  the  seuenth  tyme  he  saw,  as  yt  were  the  foote  of  a  man, 

a  litle  clowde  aryseinge  from  the  sea.  Then  sayd  Elias  s.%o 

vnto  Achab :  Thy  chariot  yoke,  &  get  thee  downe  a  pase 

lest  the  rayne  the  preuent.  And  while  he  turned  hither  &  thither 

behold  the  heauens  darkened  were,  &  clowds  began  to  gather 

&  the  wyndes  did  aryse,  &  presently  great  rayne  there  fell 

vpon  the  earth:  And  Achab  goinge  vp,  went  into  lezrahel  85& 

And  wth  Elias  our  lord  was,  &  his  loynes  beinge  girded 

vntil  he  vnto  lezrahel  came,  before  Achab  he  trotted. 

And  vnto  lezabel  his  wyfe  all  things  Achab  related 

done  by  Elias :  &  how  all  the  prophets  he  had  killed. 

And  lezabel  vnto  Elias  sent  one  that  did  say  »6o 

to  hym  these  thinges  Let  the  gods  do  to  me,  &  these  add  thay 

yf  this  same  houre  to  morrow  I  do  not  make  thy  soule  to  bee 

as  one  of  their  soules  ys:  wch  made  Elias  forth  wth  flee. 

for  feare  to  wardes  the  Desert,  &  as  yt  seemes  here  he's  cominge  [fol.l68»>] 

to  whom  I  wishe  you  to  geue  eare,  for  now  I  must  be  goinge.       SAB 

Elias 

Syth  I  no  better  then  my  fathers  am  vnder  this  tree 
of  lunipre  I'l  lye  &  sleepe  desyrous  for  to  dye. 

Angel. 
Elias  ryse  &  eate. 

Elias. 

Behold  here  ys  set  at  my  heade 
a  botel  full  of  water,  &  lykewyse  harth  baked  breade 
I'l  eate,  &  drynke,  &  sleepe  agayne  as  I  before  did  do  mo 

Angel. 
Aryse  &  eate  for  thou  hast  yet  a  great  way  for  to  go 

Elias. 

I'l  eate  &  drynke  as  I  am  bidden.   Now  I  am  well  refreshed 
I'l  on  my  iourney  go,  as  by  our  lord  I  shall  be  guyded. 
In  the  strength  of  the  meate  wch  in  the  desert  I  lately  taysted 
I  fourty  days  &  fourty  nights  towards  Horeb  haue  walked  «75 

the  mount  of  god,  whither  beinge  come  I  in  this  caue  will  stay 

God 
Where  fore  Elias  stays  thou  there? 

Elias. 

Wth  zeale  I  haue  alway 
bene  zelous  for  our  lord  the  god  of  hosts  because  the  children 


248  Stonyburst  Pageants. 

of  Israel  haue  thy  Altars  spoyld,  &  couenant  forsaken, 
sac  &  wth  the  sword  thy  prophets  slayne,  And  lefte  alone  am  I 
&  they  do  also  ly  in  wayte  to  take  my  lyfe  from  mee 

God 
Gome  forth  &  stand  before  our  lord  in  the  dore  of  the  caue 

Elias 
Behold  lord  here  I  am. 

God. 

what  hearest  thou? 
Elias. 

Wth  zeale  I  haue 

bene  zelous  for  our  lord  the  god  of  hosts  because  the  children 
885  of  Israel  haue  thy  Altars  spoyled,  &  couenant  forsaken 
&   wth  the  sworde  thy  prophets  slayne,  &  lefte  alone  am  I 
&  they  do  also  lye  in  wayte  to  take  my  lyfe  from  mee. 

God 

Go  by  the  Desert  of  Damascus  backe  in  to  thy  way 
&  beinge  thither  come  Hazael  anoynt  kinge  ouer  Syria 
390  &  ouer  Israel  kinge  anoynt  lehu  the  sonne  of  Nansi 
&  Eliseus  (who's  the  sonne  of  Saphat)  prophet  for  thee 
And  yt  shall  be  that  who  so  euer  the  sword  of  Hazael  shall 
escape,  by  lehu  shall  be  slayne.  And  he  that  shall  not  fall 
[fol.!69a]  by  lehus  sword  hym  shall  Eliseus  kill:  And  I'l  in  Israel 

8»6  leaue  me  seuen  thousand  men  who  haue  not  bow'd  their  knees 

to  Baal. 
Now  thou  dost  know  my  mynde,  be  gone  &  see  yt  be  Performed. 

Elias 
So  soone  as  I  meete  wth  them  lord  I'l  do  all  thou  commanded 

Nuncius 

Elias  hath  Eliseus  found,  &  wtb  his  mantell  hild 
hym  as  he  wth  twelue  yoke  of  oxen  was  plughinge  in  ye  field 
400  Who  forth  wth  lefte  his  oxen  &  after  Elias  ran 

sayinge  let  me  my  father  &  my  mother  kysse,  &  than 
I'l  follow  thee.  Go  quoth  he  &  returne,  for  what  belonged 
to  me  ys  done  to  thee:  &  he  came  backe  &  to  hym  ministred. 
And  since  Benedad  the  kinge  of  syria  wth  thirty  two  kinge  ayded 
405  wth  all  their  Armyes  ioyn'd  to  his.  Samaria  hath  besieged 
and  vnto  Achab  kinge  of  Israel,  who  ys  wth  in  the  citty 
in  great  distresse  a  messenger  hath  sent,  whom  here  I  spy 


The  17  pageant  of  Elias  249 

approchinge  to  the  citty  wall  his  messege  to  impart 
vnto  the  kinge,  to  wch  geue  eare,  &  so  I  will  depart 

Messenger 
Kinge  Achab.  410 

Achab. 
who  ys  that. 
Messeng[er]. 

Kinge  Benedad  my  lord  &  maister 

doth  sende  thee  worde  by  mee  that  his  ys  both  thy  gold  &  syluer 
wth  thy  wyues  &  thy  children  also  that  are  vnto  thee  borne 

Kinge  Achab. 

I  &  my  goods  are  his :  So  tell  the  Kinge  at  thy  returne 
But  I  can  not  consent  my  wyues  &  children  to  deliuer 

Messenger 

your  answeare  I'l  returne:  But  sure  yt  will  displease  my  maister.  415 
Achab? 

Achab. 
who's  there? 

Messeng[er]. 

my  lord  bade  me  say  y*  he  would 

thy  wyues  &  children  haue  as  well  as  thy  syluer  &  gold. 
To  morrow  therefore  this  same  houre  he'l  sende  his  seruants  to  thee 
to  serch  your  houses,  &  what  they  lyke  they  away  will  cary. 
of  this  you  may  assured  bee:  And  so  Achab  fare  well  420 

Kinge  Achab 
He  seekes  vs  to  intrap.  what's  your  aduise  Auncients  of  Israel? 

Auncients  of  Israel. 

No  eare  vnto  hym  geue:  but  yf  agayne  vnto  you  he  do  *  sende 
make  answeare  that  we  mynded  are  our  selues  for  to  defende 

Messenger. 

Achab  thus  sayth  the  kinge :  This  &  this  doe  the  gods  vnto  mee 
yf  that  for  ech  one  of  his  people  your  bullworkes  handfulls  bee     4as 

Kinge  Achab. 

Say  to  the  kinge  let  not  the  girded  glory  as  the  vngirded 
for  many  haue  had  the  foyle  before  the  victory  that  bragged 

Messenger  [fol.l69b] 

This  foolish  confidence  of  yours  ere  longe  you  will  repent 
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yet  I'l  go  &  returne  your  answeare  to  the  kinge  incontinent 

iso  who  ready  ys  for  to  be-sett  your  citty  on  euery  syde 

Kinge  Achab. 
And  for  his  intertaynment  we'l  be  gone  for  to  prouide 

Nuncius 

When  that  the  Syrians  had  besett  Samaria  round  about 
the  Israelits  although  they  were  both  valiant  men  &  stout 
were  frighted  sore  seinge  so  great  a  multitude  &  company 

435  inclosinge  them :  But  in  this  their  distresse  a  prophet  presently 
to  Achab  kynge  of  Israel  came,  &  to  hym  thus  did  say : 
I'l  this  huge  multitude  deliuer  into  thy  hands  this  day 
that  thou  mayst  know  I  am  the  lord.  And  the  same  was  accom 
plished 
for  Israel  on  the  Syrians  beinge  drunken  in  their  Tents,  assaulted 

440  &  many  of  them  slew,  &  made  the  rest  to  runne  away 

amongst  whom  was  the  kinge,  &  so  of  them  they  got  the  day. 
But  then  the  prophet  came  agayne,  &  to  the  kinge  fore  tolde 
that  come  agayne  agaynst  the  Israelits  the  Syrians  would 
wth  a  huge  multitude,  where  as  the  Israelits  are  fewe 

446  yet  Israel  shall  many  of  them  kill,  as  them  before  they  slewe 
&  make  the  rest  to  flee.  And  so  yt  fell  out  wth  the  Syrians 
for  sayinge  the  lord's  god  not  of  the  valleis  but  the  mountaynes 
And  there's  an  hundred  thousand  foote  men  of  ye  Syrians  slayne 
wth  sword :  And  vpon  seuen  &  twenty  thousand  men  that  ranne 

450  away  for  feare  in  to  the  citty  of  Aphec,  the  wall  fell. 

But  Benadad  the  kinge  escapt  wth  some  few  who  did  counsell 
hym  sayinge  thus:  Let's  putt  vpon  our  loynes  sacke  cloth,  &  tye 
halters  about  our  neckes,  &  go  to  kinge  Achab  directly, 
for  he  perhaps  will  saue  our  lyues.  And  so  yt  came  to  passe 

466  that  Benedads  lyfe  by  Achab  kinge  of  Israel  spared  was. 
And  then  in  the  word  of  our  lord  a  certayne  prophet  sayde 
to  his  fellow  stryke  mee,  but  he  would  not  do  as  he  hym  bade 
Where  fore  the  prophet  sayd  to  hym:  Because  thou  would  not 

stryke  mee 
as  our  lord  bade,  behold  a  lion  by  the  way  shall  deuour  thee. 

460  And  euen  so  yt  did  fall  out.  And  then  the  prophet  goinge 
a  litle  further  mett  an  other  vpon  the  high  way  trauellinge. 
To  whom  (quoth  he)  come  &  stryke  me :  And  yt  same  man  hym 
wounded 
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wch  done  the  prophef^so  his  face  wth  dust  al  to  be-smered 

that  he  can  not  be  knowne,  &  to  the  kinge  of  Israel's  gone 

And  the  cause  why  he  hath  hym  selfe  disfigured  in  this  fashion  465 

yf  you  a  whyle  will  patience  haue  you  shall  both  heare  &  see 

for  here  the  prophet  &  the  kinge  to  gether  cominge  bee. 

Prophet 

Kinge  Achab)  hand  strokes  for  to  fight  thy  seruants  did  go  out 
&  when  a  certayne  man  was  flede  one  hym  vnto  me  brought 
&  sayd  see  that  thou  keepe  this  man,  for  yf  he  slipp  away  [fol.l70»] 

thy  lyfe  shall  be  for  his,  or  else  thou  shalt  a  talent  pay  471 

of  syluer:  And  whiles  I  beinge  troubled  turn'd  me  hither  &  thither 
he  sodaynly  appeared  not,  but  went  I  know  not  whither 

Kinge  Achab. 

This  shall  the  iudgment  be,  the  wch  thou  thy  selfe  hast  decreed. 
A  prophet  1  see  thou  art  the  dust  beinge  now  from  thy  face  wyped  4?5 

Prophet 

Kinge  Achab  thus  much  from  our  lord  I  lett  the  vnderstande 
because  that  thou  hast  letten  go  a  man  out  of  thy  hande 
that  worthy  ys  of  death,  assure  thy  selfe  thy  lyfe  shall  bee 
for  his  lyfe,  &  thy  people  for  his  people. 

Achab. 

I  scorne  to  heare  thee 
wherefore  I  will  returne  into  the  citty  wth  out  delay.  4»o 

Prophet 
I  nothinge  sayd  but  truth.  But  syth  he's  gone  I  will  away. 

Kinge  Achab. 

Nabath  geue  me  thy  vinyard  that's  adioyninge  to  my  palace 
for  to  make  me  a  gardin  of:  &  in  some  other  place 
I  for  yt  will  bestow  on  thee  a  vinyarde  that  ys  better 
or  yf  thou  thinke  yt  more  commodious  the  worth  of  yt  in  syluer.  485 

Naboth 

Our  lord  be  merciMl  to  me,  that  I  geue  not  to  thee 
th'Inheritance  wch  my  father  at  his  death  did  leaue  vnto  mee 

Kinge  Achab 
As  good  thou  had  yf  that  I  lyue.  But  now  I  will  be  gone 

Naboth 

It's  hard  when  that  I  must  eyther  in-curre  his  indignation 
or  else  my  vinyard  loose  th'Inheritance  lefte  me  by  my  father      490" 
But  Fl  go,  &  gods  will  be  done  in  this  thinge  &  all  other 
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Nuncius  * 

Now  is  Kinge  Achab  in  his  palace,  layd  downe  vpon  his  bed 
in  such  a  melancholy  fitt  that  he  will  eate  no  breade : 
wch  when  lesabel  hys  wyfe  &  quene  perceiu'd,  she  to  hym  went 
496  &  so  soone  as  she  vnderstoode  what  made  hym  discontent 
shee  to  hym  sayd  (my  lord)  you  are  a  man  of  greate  authority 
wherefore  aryse  &  eate,  &  Naboths  vinyard  I  will  geue  thee. 
And  forth  wth  shee  did  letters  write  in  Achabs  name,  &  signed 
them  wth  his  ringe,  &  sent  them  to  the  Auncients  that  inhabited 
BOO  the  citty:  And  the  tenor  of  them  was.  A  fast  proclame, 
&  make  Naboth  to  sitt  amongst  the  chiefe  men  at  the  same 
Then  let  two  men  who  children  are  of  Belial  be  suborned 
false  witnes  for  to  beare  that  he  hath  god  &  the  kinge  cursed 
And  then  conuey  hym  out,  &  to  death  lett  hym  stoned  bee 
BOS  And  the  tenor  of  the  letter  was  executed  presently 

&  Naboth  ston'd  to  death,  where  of  so  soone  as  lezabel  heard 
shee  vnto  Achab  sayd:  Arise  &  possesse  Naboths  vinyard 
for  he  ys  dead.  And  that  same  newes  was  to  the  kinge  most 

pleasinge 

&  there  of  Now  to  take  possession  he  here  at  hand  ys  cominge 
BIO  &  after  hym  Elias  hyes,  But  what  he'l  to  hym  say 
attentyue  be  &  you  shall  heare,  &  so  I  will  away. 
[foU70b]  [Elias]1 

Kinge  Achab  thou  hast  slayne,  yea  &  more  ouer  hast  possessed 
wherefore  thus  sayth  our  lord :  In  the  place  where  the  Dogs  haue 

lycked 
the  blood  of  Naboth,  there  by  them  thy  blood  shall  licked  bee 

Kinge  Achab. 

BIB  What's  that  Elias  that  thou  sayst?  hast  thou  found  me  thyne 
enemy  ? 

Elias 

I  haue  found  thee,  for  thou  art  sould  in  gods  sight  to  do  yll 
wherefore  on  thee  &  thy  posterity  I'l  euill  bringe,  &  kill 
of  Achab  hym  that  doth  agaynst  wall  pisse,  &  the  inclosed 
&  last  in  Israel,  &  because  thou  hast  to  wrath  prouoked 
sac  mee,  &  made  Israel  synne,  I  will  thy  house  make  for  to  bee 

as  leroboams  &  Baasas  houses  were  before  thee 
*    And  lezabel  in  the  fieldes  of  lesrahel  shall  wth  Dogs  be  eaten 
1  MS.  Kinge  Achab. 
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Kinge  Achab 

I  sory  am  that  I  offended  haue  the  god  of  heauen 
&  for  griefe  do  my  garments  teare,  &  shame  make  me  hange  downe 
my  head.  But  for  t'appease  gods  wrath  I  will  go  &  putt  on  626 

heare  cloth,  &  fast:  &  in  sack  cloth  in  the  night  tyme  I'l  lye 

God 

Hast  thou  not  seene  Elias  how  Achab's  humbled  before  mee? 
&  syth  he  for  my  sake  hym  selfe  hath  humbled,  I'l  not  rayse 
this  euill  in  his  house  in  his  tyme,  but  in  his  sonnes  dayes 

Elias 

I  see  (lord)  thou  art  mercifull,  &  takest  great  compassion  B80 

on  them  that  do  repent:  But  in  all  things  thy  will  be  done. 

Kinge  Achab. 

frende  losaphat  of  luda  kinge  I  glad  am  you  to  see. 
will  yt  not  please  you  for  to  go  to  Ramoth  Galaad  wth  mee? 
(the  wch  by  right  ys  ours)  agaynst  the  Syrian  kinge  to  fight? 

Kinge  losaphat. 

You  &  I  are  all  one,  &  I'l  help  you  to  get  jour  right  68i 

But  first  I  you  beseech  for  to  consult  our  lord  whether  wee 
shall  thither  go  or  not:  for  so  to  do  me  thinkes  yt  necessary 

Kinge  Achab 

There  to  I  geue  consent,  come  wth  mee  &  I  will  assemble 
the  prophets  wch  foure  hundred  are  or  there  about  in  Israel. 
Kinge  losaphat  Now  from  the  prophets  mouthes  you  vnderstand  6*o 
that  Ramoth  Galaad  shall  be  geuen  vp  in  to  the  Kings  hand 
yf  that  we  thither  go :  for  so  wth  ioynt  consent  they  sayd 

Kinge  losaphat. 

Is  there  not  here  some  prophet  of  our  lord  for  to  be  had, 
that  we  may  aske  by  hym? 

Achab. 

There's  one  man  left  but  I  hym  hate 

for  he  doth  prophecy  no  good  to  me,  but  yll,  &  that  BIB 

Micheas  ys  lemla  his  sonne.  [fol.l71»] 

Iosaph[at]. 

Do  not  say  so  o  kinge 
Kinge  Achab. 
Melops  wth  out  delay  go  &  Micheas  to  me  bringe. 

Sedecias  a  false  prophet 
Achab  thus  say th  our  lord  wth  these  yron  homes  yu  shalt  shake  Syria 
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vntill  thou  yt  destroy:  And  all  the  prophets  wth  me  say 
560  vp  to  Ramoth  Galaad  ascende,  &  thus  much  vnderstand 
that  our  lord  god  will  yt  deliuer  vp  into  the  kings  hand 

Melops  K.  Achabs  seruant. 

Behold  the  prophets  wth  one  mouth  preach  good  things  to  ye  kinge 
Let  thy  worde  therefore  be  lyke  theirs,  &  to  hym  good  news  bringe 

Micheas 
I0ur  lord  doth  lyue  that  will  I  speake  what  s'euer  our  lord  tells  me 

Kinge  Achab. 

BOS  Micheas  shall  we  go  to  Ramoth  Galaad  for  to  fight 
or  els  sitt  still. 

Micheas 

Go  prosperously  for  our  lord  will  deliuer  yt 
vp  into  the  kings  hands 

Achab. 

I  agayne  &  agayne  adiure  thee 
in  the  name  of  our  lord,  that  nothinge  but  the  truth  thou  tell  mee 

Micheas. 

I  in  the  mountaynes  saw  all  Israel  lyke  to  sheepe  dispersed 
ceo  haueinge  no  Sheepheard,  &  our  lord  streight  way  to  me  appeared 
&  thus  vnto  me  sayd :  These  haue  no  maisters  but  are  maisterlesse 
wherefore  let  euery  one  returne  in  to  his  house  in  peace. 

Kinge  Achab. 

Lo  losaphat  did  not  I  say  so  much  before  hand  to  thee 
that  he  doth  prophecy  no  good,  but  always  yll  vnto  mee. 

Micheas. 

666  And  more  then  this,  I  saw  our  lord  sittinge  vpon  hys  throne 
&  all  the  host  of  heauen  hym  assisiinge  both  vpon 
his  right  hand  &  his  lefte :  And  our  lord  thus  vnto  them  sayd : 
Who  shall  Achab  deceiue  that  he  may  go  to  Ramoth  Galaad 
&  in  yt  fall?  And  there  came  forth  a  spirit  that  stoode  before 
B7o  our  lord,  &  sayd:  I'l  hym  deceiue.  Then  our  lord  spake  once  more 
to  hym,  &  sayd:  where  in?  I  will  (quoth  he)  go  forth  &  bee 
in  the  prophets  mouthes  a  lyinge  spirit.  And  our  lord  did  reply : 
Thou  shalt  deceiue,  &  shalt  prevayle:  Go  thy  way  forth  &  do  so 
&  the  lyinge  spirit  in  to  thy  prophets  mouthes  did  go. 

Sedecias  a  false  prophet. 

576  Hath  the  spirite  of  our  lord  lefte  mee,  &  spoken  vnto  thee?  , 
1  A  non-rhyming  line. 
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Micheas. 
When  in  thy  chamber  thou  shalt  hyde  thy  self e,  that  shall  thou  see. 

Kinge  Achab. 

Gome  take  Micheas  hence  away  &  cary  hym  vnto  Amon 
the  gouernour  of  the  citty,  &  bid  hym  clapp  hym  vp  in  prison. 
&  wth  the  bread  of  tribulation  &  water  of  distresse  [fol.nib] 

let  hym  continually  be  fedd  till  I  returne  in  peace  680 

Micheas. 

*Yf  thou  returne  in  peace  then  hath  our  lord  not  spoken  in  mee 
heare  all  ye  people. 

Achab. 

That  shall  we  see.  Kinge  losaphat  let's  go 
to  Ramoth  Galaad  for  I  am  determined  for  to  do  so 
&  put  you  on  your  princely  armour.  But  I  will  put  on  other 

Kinge  losaphat 
Kinge  Achab  I  contented  am  for  to  go  wth  you  thither  686 

Nuncius 

The  kinge  of  Syria  when  he  was  a-bout  to  enter  battell 
vnto  his  princes  sayd :  only  wth  Achab  see  you  medle. 
Yet  not  wth  standinge  when  the  princes  had  Kinge  losaphat  scene 
they2  violently  assaulted  hym  thinkinge  that  yt  had  bene 
the  kinge  of  Israel  because  that  be  was  in  princely  armour  5eo 

But  streight  the  kinge  of  luda  cal'd  vpon  our  lord  for  succour 
&  held  his  colours  up,  where  by  the  princes  well  perceiued 
that  he  was  not  the  kinge  of  Israel,  &  so  from  hym  departed. 
Then  one  shooteinge  an  arrow,  but  aymeinge  at  no  certayne  marke 
by  chaunce  the  kinge  of  Israel  hitt  betwixt  his  longs  &  stomacke  BOB 
&  he  vnto  his  cocher  sayd.  cary  me  out  of  the  army 
for  I  am  wounded  vnto  death,  &  he  hym  thence  did  cary 
but  by  the  way  out  of  his  chariot  his  blood  ranne  from  his  wound 
wch  (as  the  prophet  had  fore  told  the  Dogs  lyckt  off  the  ground 
And  the  kinge  in  the  eueninge  dyed,  &  t'Harauld  a  retreat  sounded  6oo 
sayinge  now  lett  all  depart:  And  ech  man  to  his  home  returned 
And  Ochozias  Achabs  sonne  ys  now  the  kinge  of  Israeli 
&  what  of  losaphat  becomes  shortly  you  shall  heare  tell 
for  wth  hym  here  lehu  Hannani  seers  sonne  now  cometh 
&  his  behauiour  shewes  that  he  the  kinge  for  some  thinge  blameth  606 
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lehu. 

Kinge  losaphat  a  wicked  man  &  impious  thou  hast  ayded 
&  vnto  them  that  hate  our  lord  thou  was  in  frendship  ioyned 
&  our  lords  wrath  thou  for  the  same  hast  very  well  deserued. 
But  yet  good  workes  are  found  in  thee,  for  wch  our  lord  thee  spared 
eio  because  thou  hast  the  groues  out  of  the  land  of  luda  taken 
&  also  hast  prepard  thy  heart  to  serue  the  god  of  heauen 

Kinge  losaphat. 

I  synned  haue  (I  do  confesse)  &  for  the  same  am  sory 
&  both  I  &  my  people  will  here  after  be  more  wary 
for  now  I'l  go  &  geue  a  charge  to  ech  man  in  his  office 
BIS  their  dutyes  for  to  do  accordinge  to  the  rule  of  iustice. 
[fol.!72a]  And  Amarias  priest  &  Bishop  in  those  thinges  chief e  shall  bee 
that  appertayne  to  god.  And  Zabadias  shall  ouer  see 
such  things  as  vnto  the  kinge  office  are  properly  belonginge 
for  in  the  house  of  luda  he  ys  prince.  So  let's  be  goinge. 

Messenger 

esc  Kinge  losaphat  my  cominge  ys  to  lett  thee  vnderstand 
that  many  &  mighty  foes  are  cominge  to  invade  thy  land 
The  Ammonits  &  Moabits  &  Syrians  by  name 
the  wch  I  haue  fore  told  the  that  thou  may  preuent  the  same 

Kinge  losaphat 

Thankes  my  good  frend  for  thy  good  will,  &  take  y*  for  thy  labour 
ess  But  our  best  course  (my  lord)  will  be  to  flee  to  god  for  succour, 
because  our  forces  are  to  smale  agaynst  so  great  a  company 
vnlesse  that  we  assisted  bee  &  helpt  by  god  almighty. 
Wherefore  I  will  go  &  proclame  a  fast  through  out  all  luda  * 
&  to  gods  Temple  in  Hierusalem  we'l  go,  &  pray. 
680  for  god  his  seruants  prayers  will  here  that  shall  there  be  offered 
for  so  vnto  kinge  Salomon  (who  built  yt)  he  hath  promised 
Wherefore  let's  here  no  longer  stay  but  forth  wth  get  vs  gone 

Princes  of  luda. 
Renoned  kinge  we'l  wayte  on  you  beinge  all  of  your  opinion. 

Nuncius 

Kinge  losaphat  proclam'd  a  fast  through  all  the  land  of  luda 
ess  &  euery  one  both  man  &  woman  to  gods  house  went  to  pray 
where  they  did  cry  vnto  our  lord  in  their  great  tribulation 
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&  god  their  prayers  heard  out  of  his  heauenly  habitation 

&  by  lahaziel  sent  them  worde  that  he  would  for  them  fight 

yf  confidently  they  would  go  &  stand  in  th'enemyes  sight 

wch  they  perform'd,  &  god  did  make  their  enemyes  for  to  fall       64o 

by  th'eares  to  gether,  till  such  tyme  as  they  were  dispatched  *  all 

for  th'Ammonits  &  the  Moabits  did  wth  them  fight  of  mount  Seir 

whom  when  they  had  destroy'd,  they  forth  wth  murthered  one 

an  other. 

Then  they  of  luda  tooke  the  spoyle :  But  beare  yt  all  away 
thence  they  could  not  in  three  days  space  for  greatnes  of  the  pray.  fliB 
And  afterward  they  did  returne  wth  ioy  in  to  Hierusalem 
playinge  on  their  psalteries  &  harps  wth  losaphat  before  them, 
&  went  in  to  the  house  of  god,  where  they  before  had  prayed 
&  for  their  victory  to  god  most  harty  thankes  they  rendred 
And  then  the  terrour  of  our  lord  vpon  all  Nations  fell  66<> 

hearinge  how  god  had  fought  agaynst  the  enemyes  of  Isral. 
And  losaphat  hath  peace  enioy'd  since  the  tyme  of  this  victory     [fol.l72b] 
vntill  his  death,  wch  lately  hapt,  for  wch  all  luda's  sory 
for  he  a  good  kinge  was,  yet  th'Excelses  tooke  not  away, 
for  there  the  people  incense  burne  vntill  this  present  day.  96& 

And  loram  losaphats  sonne  in  luda  reigneth  for  his  father 
&  in  what  fashion  he'l  behaue  hym  selfe  tyme  will  discouer 
The  while  to  Ochozias  kinge  of  Israel  we'l  returne 
who's  fallen  sicke,  &  vnto  Beelzebub  the  god  of  Accaron 
a  messenger  hath  sent  hym  to  consult  whether  he  shall  dye          «eo 
or  be  restor'd  agayne  to  health,  &  cur'd  of  his  infirmity 
for  he  out  of  an  vpper  chamber  window  fell  to  th'earth 
&  so  sore  hurt  hym  that  he's  in  great  daunger  now  of  death. 
And  how  god  will  his  message  take  yt  shortly  will  be  knowne 
&  what  answeare  he  shall  receiue:  &  now  I'l  hence  be  gone.          605 

Angell. 

Arise  Elias  &  go  vp  for  to  preuent  the  Messenger 
of  Ochozias,  &  of  hym  demande,  when  you  meete,  whether 
no  god  there  bee  for  to  be  found  in  all  the  land  of  Israel 
that  he  of  Beelzebub  the  god  of  Accaron  goes  t'aske  counsell. 
&  say  thus  sayth  our  lord:  Downe  from  the  Bed  where  on  thou  art  67o 
thou  shalt  not  go,  but  dyinge  thou  shalt  dye.  so  hence  depart. 
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Kinge  Ochozias 
Why  are  thou  come  agayne? 

Messenger. 

A  man  did  meete  me  by  ye  way 

&  bade  me  backe  goe,  &  vnto  the  kinge  that  sente  me  say, 
Thus  sayth  our  lord :  Is  there  no  god  in  all  the  lande  of  Israeli 
676  that  you  of  Beelzebub  the  god  of  Accaron  go  t'aske  counsell? 
for  this  same  cause  downe  from  the  bede  where  on  yu  art  ascended 
thou  shalt  not  go,  but  dyinge  dye.  &  so  from  me  he  parted. 

Kinge  Ochozias 
What  shape  &  habite  had  the  man?  Tell  me  yf  thou  remember 

Messenger 
A  heary  man  he  was,  &  wth  a  girdle  girt  of  leather. 

Kinge  Ochozias 

«8o  Elias  the  Thesbite  yt  was.  go  sende  to  hym  a  captayne 
wth  fifty  men,  &  bid  them  bringe  vnto  me  that  same  man 

Messenger 

When  the  captayne  (my  liege)  &  fifty  men  came  to  Elias 
they  sayd  to  hym:  Thou  man  of  god  go  wth  vs  to  ochozias 
yf  that  I  be  a  man  of  god,  Let  fyre  descend  from  heauen 
ess  Elias  sayd,  &  thee  deuoure,  &  all  thy  fifty  men, 

&  fyre  came  downe  &  burnt  them  all  yf  yt  may  please  your  maiesty. 

Kinge  Ochozias 

An  other  captayne  forth  wth  send,  &  wth  hym  other  fifty. 
[fol.!73a]  Messenger 

My  liege)  these  sayd  as  th'other  had  done,  &  are  deuoured  also 

Kinge  Ochozias 
Other  fifty  wth  a  captayne  send,  &  see  what  they  can  doe 

Messenger 

«90  This  captayne  yf  yt  lyke  your  grace,  when  he  came  to  Elias 
bow'd  downe  his  knees  before  the  man,  &  very  submissyue  was 
&  to  hym  sayd:  Thou  man  of  god  compassion  take  vpon  mee 
&  let  me  not  as  th'other  were  wth  fyre  consumed  bee. 
And  streight  an  Angell  of  our  lord  sayd  thus  unto  Elias 
8»5  be  not  afrayd,  but  wth  them  go  downe  to  kinge  ochozias 

And  he  did  as  the  Angell  bade,  &  here  the  captayne's  cominge 
vnto  your  highnes,  &  wth  hym  he  doth  Elias  bringe. 

Elias 
Kinge  ochozias  was  there  not  a  god  here  in  all  Israel 
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that  thou  of  Beelzebub  the  god  of  Accaronsent  to  aske  counsell? 
for  this  same  thinge  our  lord  doth  say,  from  ye  bed  where  yu  art  700 
thou  shalt  not  go,  but  dyinge  dye.  So  from  thee  I'l  depart. 

captayne. 

Now  the  kinge's  dead  euen  as  the  prophet  sayd :  let's  hence  hym  cary 
for  so  yt's  fittinge  for  to  do  that  we  his  corps  may  bury. 

Nuncius 

In  Ochozias  kinge  of  Israels  place  loram  his  Brother 
(for  he  no  sonne  hath)  reignes :  And  from  Galgal  I  know  not  whither  7os 
Elias  now  is  gone  wth  Eliseus  in  his  company 
&  when  they  vnto  lordan  came  Elias  putt  off  presently 
his  mantell  &  wrapt  yt  together,  &  there  *  wth  struck  the  water 
&  yt  diuid'd  yt  selfe,  &  they  by  dry  land  passed  ouer. 
And  then  Elias  vnt  Eliseus  sayd:  aske  of  mee  710 

what  thou  wilt  haue  me  do  for  thee  ere  I  be  taken  from  thee. 
I  pray  thee  sayd  Eliseus  that  thy  duble  spirit  may  be  in  mee. 
A  hard  thinge  sayd  Elias  thou  hast  askt,  yet  yf  thou  see 
mee  when  I  shall  from  thee  be  taken,  thou  shalt  haue  y*  yu  asked 
else  not:  And  as  they  forward  went,  &  th'one  wth  th'other  talked  715 
a  fyrie  chariot,  &  fyrie  horses  them  two  a-sunder  parted 
&  by  a  whirlwynde  into  heauen  Elias  vp  ascended. 
And  Eliseus  saw  hym,  &  did  cry  out  father,  father 
The  chariot  of  Israel,  &  he  that's  there  of  the  guyder 
&  he  saw  hym  no  more.  But  vp  the  mantel  of  Elias  ?ao 

he  tooke,  the  wch  from  hym  at  his  departure  fallen  was. 
And  vnto  lordan  backe  returnd,  &  there  wth  struck  the  water       [fol.  173i>] 
as  he  had  seene  Elias  do :  but  he  was  no  whit  better 
for  yt  a-sunder  did  not  part:  wch  when  Eliseus  saw 
he  forth  wth  sayd:  Where  ys  ye  god  now  of  Elias  also?  7«s 

and  smote  the  water,  &  yt  was  this  &  that  way  diuided 
So  that  Eliseus  by  dry  land  ouer  the  riuer  passed. 
Wch  when  the  children  of  the  Prophets  saw  y*  were  in  lerico 
they  sayd  Elias  spirit  vpon  Eliseus  resteth  also 
And  meeteinge  hym  they  hym  ador'd  euen  flatt  vnto  y*  ground    78o 
&  beinge  all  desyrous  for  to  haue  his  maister  founde 
wil'd  that  they  might  send  fifty  men  wch  they  there  ready  had 
to  see  whether  that  he  by  gods  spirit  were  in  ye  mountayns  layd, 
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or  valleis,  but  he  sayd  send  not:  yet  they  so  sore  hym  vrged 

786  that  in  the  ende  he  bade  them  send.  And  three  days  yemen  searched 
but  found  hym  not.  And  cominge  to  Eliseus 1  back  agayne 
did  not  I  say  (quoth  he)  send  not,  knowinge  you  sercht  in  vayne 
Then  sayd  the  men  of  lerico  where  Eliseus  dwelled 
this  citty  standeth  pleasantly,  but  ye  ground  where  yt's  seatted 

740  is  barren  &  the  waters  yll.  fetch  me  Eliseus  sayd 

a  newe  vessell  wth  salt  in.  And  they  yt  brought  as  he  them  bade 
And  Eliseus  to  the  fountayne  of  the  waters  went 
&  castinge  salt  there  in  sayd:  thus  sayth  our  lord  god  omnipotent. 
These  waters  I  amended  haue,  &  in  them  death  shall  bee 

7  46  no  more  nor  bitternes.  And  they  were  all  amended  presently. 
Then  Eliseus  vnto  Bethel  went,  &  by  the  way 
litle  boys  out  of  the  citty  came,  &  thus  to  hym  did  say 
&  that  in  floutinge  wy se :  come  vp  bald  head,  come  vp  bald  head 
whom  (when  he  had  look't  backe)  in  ye  name  of  our  lord  he  cursed 

760  And  two  Beares  came  out  of  ye  forrest  &  did  in  peeces  teare 
fourty  two  boys.  Then  he  went  to  Samaria  &  dwelt  there 
where  he  wth  water  fild  the  ditches,  &  that  wth  outen  rayne, 
when  loram  kinge  of  Israel  for  want  of  water  did  complayne. 
But  Eliseus  now  is  gone  vnto  a  certayne  widow 

766  who  had  the  wyfe  bene  of  a  prophet,  &  ys  in  grief e  &  sorrow 
And  shortly  you  shall  know  the  cause,  yf  you  will  shew  attention 
for  here  they  cominge  are  together.  And  now  I  will  be  gone. 
[foU74a]  Widow 

My  husband  who  thy  seruant  was,  ys  dead,  &  yu  doest  know 
he  was  a  man  that  feared  god,  &  did  obserue  his  low 

7«o  And  the  creditour  ys  come  my  two  sonnes  for  to  take  away 
hym  for  to  serue  vnlesse  I  do  the  debt  vnto  hym  pay 

Eliseus 
What's  in  thy  house. 

Widow. 
Nothinge  sir  but  a  litle  oyle  to  anoynt  mee 

Eliseus 
Go  streight  &  of  thy  neighbours 2  borrow  no  few  vessels  y*  are 

empty 
And  when  thou  &  thy  sonnes  are  in  thy  house  shut  fast  the  dore 
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&  oyle  out  of  thy  litle  vessell  in  to  the  other  poure  766 

&  when  they  shall  be  filled  full,  let  them  be  sett  a  syde 
&  come  to  me  agayne,  &  I  the  while  will  here  abyde 

Widow 

Relyinge  on  yowr  worde,  wch  I  doubt  not  shall  be  performed 
I  will  begone,  &  all  things  do  as  you  haue  me  enioyned 
The  vessels  all  are  filled  full,  &  the  oyle  runnes  no  more  770 

Eliseus 

Go  then  &  sell  there  of,  &  wth  the  money  pay  thy  creditour. 
&  lyue  thou  &  thy  sonne  vpon  the  rest.  So  let's  away 

Widow 
I  geue  you  thanks,  &  bound  to  you  I  will  remayne  for  aye. 

Nuncius 

As  Eliseus  did  by  Sunam  passe  a  deuout  woman 
invited  hym  to  eate  wth  her,  &  sayd  to  her  good  man  775 

I  do  perceiue  this  holy  man  of  god  doth  often  passe 
this  way :  A  chamber  let  vs  make  for  hym,  that  he  a  place 
may  haue  of  rest :  &  they  so  did,  &  there  in  sett  a  bedd 
wth  a  stoole  &  a  candlestick,  where  he  goinge  y*  way  rested. 
And  on  a  day  beinge  there  he  thus  did  say  vnto  ye  Sunamite        790 
thou  shalt  a  sonne  haue  this  tyme  twelue  month.  May  I  (quoth 

she)  thee  credit? 

for  my  husband  ys  growne  in  yeares.  do  not  deceiue  thy  handmayd 
Thou  shalt  (quoth  he)  &  yt  did  come  to  passe  as  he  had  sayd. 
But  shortly  after  her  sonne  dyed,  &  she  hym '  forth  wth  cast 
vpon  Eliseus  bed,  &  went  to  seeke  hym  in  great  hast.  785 

And  in  mount  carmel  findinge  hym,  she  on  his  feete  layd  hold 
Wch  when  Giezi  Eliseus  seruant  saw  &  would 
haue  her  remou'd,  his  maister  sayd:  let  her  alone,  for  shee 
in  anguish  ys,  &  our  lord  hath  yta  not  reueal'd  vnto  mee. 
Then  to  hym  sayd  the  woman  Did  I  aske  of  my  lord  a  sonne?       [fol.!74b] 
did  not  I  say  deceiue  me  not?  And  yet  this  thinge  ys  done  7ei 

Then  to  Giezi  he  did  say :  let  thy  loynes  girded  bee, 
&  thy  staffe  in  thy  hand  take,  &  go,  &  yf  any  man  meete  thee 
Salute  hym  not,  nor  answeare  hym  yf  any  man  thee  salute. 
And  when  thou  comes  vnto  the  child,  thy  staffe  on  his  face  putt.  7»B 
I  will  not  sayd  the  mother  of  the  child  go  backe  wth  out  thee 
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Wherefore  Eliseus  wth  her  went:  But  ere  they  came  Giezi 
had  layd  his  staff e  on  the  childes  face:  But  there  in  hym  appeared 
neyther  sense  nor  lyf e :  where  fore  to  meete  his  maister  he  returned 
&  tolde  hym  sayinge :  The  childe's  not  rysen.  And  then  Eliseus  went 
into  the  house,  and  shutt  the  dore,  &  on  the  child  incontinent 
he  pray'd  vnto  our  lord  layinge  his  eyes  on  the  childes  eyes 
&  his  mouth  on  his  mouth,  &  his  handes  on  his  handes  lyke  wyse, 
&  ouer  hym  he  bow'd  hym  selfe,  &  the  childes  flesh  was  warmed. 
And  when  Eliseus  vp  &  downe  the  house  a  while  had  walked 
the  childe  seuen  tymes  did  gaspe,  &  his  eyes  open :  Then  to  the 

Sunamite 

Eliseus  sayd :  There  take  thy  sonne :  &  shee  fell  at  his  f eete 
&  hym  adored  to  the  ground,  &  wth  her  sonne  then  went. 
And  Eliseus  vnto  Galgal  did  returne  incontinent: 
where  famine  was:  And  there  the  bitternes  of  coloquintida 
wch  by  chaunce  was  putt  in  a  pott  of  potage,  he  tooke  away. 
And  wth  a  few  loaues  fedd  a  mighty  multitude  of  people 
&  some  was  left,  for  yt  to  eate  vp  all  they  were  not  able. 
And  the  next  wonder  that  he'l  worke,  is  curinge  of  the  leprosy 
of  prince  Naaman,  as  in  tyme  you  shall  most  playnly  see. 
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[The  18  Pageant  of  Naaman1] 

[Upper  half  of  the  page  left  blank  for  title  of  this 
pageant  and  the  name  of  the  actors] 

Artemona.  [foi.  175»] 

As  fortunate  that  woman  is  that  doth  a  husband  mary 
accordinge  to  her  hearts  desyre:  So  is  she  most  vnhappy, 
that  matched  is  wth  lunos  frowne,  &  to  a  husband  tyed 
that  eyther  is  perverse,  or  wth  some  foule  disease  infected. 
And  though  there  many  matrones  be  of  honest  reputation  » 

wth  in  the  citty  that  are  matcht  to  men  of  lewed  condition 
(for  hardly  you  can  fynde  a  man  that  faythfull  ys  &  true 
vnto  his  wyfe  in  all  respects)  Yet  none  haue  cause  to  rue 
so  much  their  mariage,  as  I  haue:  vnlesse  yt  be  more  misery 
to  lyue  wth  brawlers,  Banckrouts  &  such  as  committ  adultery,       19 
then  wth  one  wth  the  foule  disease  of  leprosy  infected : 
as  none  amongst  you  all  I  thinke  will  say,  yf  she  were  asked, 
from  hence  precede  these  trickleinge  teares.  Here  of  come  these 

deepe  sighes. 

from  this  same  fountayne  &no  other  do  springe  my  greatest  greefes. 
When  I  but  fixe  my  mynde  vpon  the  state  of  my  superiours,         15 
or  else  consider  wth  my  selfe,  the  case  of  my  inferiours, 
good  lord  how  I  blush  to  thinke  how  vnluckely  I  matched?  [fol.i75b] 

what  shame  take  I  yt  for  to  be  in  this  lewd  maner  maryed? 
No  crosse  to  be  compar'd  wth  myne  on  any  one  euer  light 
&  yet  (wretch  that  I  was)  I  could  by  no  meanes  blesse  me  from  yt.  so 
What  therefore  now  remaynes  for  me,  but  for  to  lyue  for  ay 
in  endlesse  sorrow,  or  consume  &  pyne  wth  grief e  away? 
In  to  what  state  the  mater  is  now  brought  you  all  may  see. 
That  wch  to  others  is  most  ioy  I  fynd  my  greatest  misery. 
I  well  perceiue  that  womens  hopes  do  oft.er  proue  most  vayne      •.•, 
I  thought  when  to  my  husband  I  made  choyce  of  such  a  captayne 
that  honourably  descended  was,  much  of  the  kinge  esteemed, 
belou'd  of  euery  man,  &  higly  for  his  prowes  commended, 
of  person  proper,  fayre  of  condition,  rych,  &  in  great  authority 
I  of  all  women  should  haue  bene  most  fortunate  &  happy.  so 

But  out  alas  neuer  till  then  my  sorrow  did  begin. 
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But  hist,  Phronesium  here  doth  come,  who  my  mayd  longe  hath  byn 
She  is  as  nimble  as  a  bee,  prompt,  diligent,  &  ready 
about  her  worke,  &  therefore  I  haue  made  her  bondage  easy: 
86  &  never  wil'd  her  for  to  do  any  thinge  that  was  not  fittinge 
&  of  a  bondslaue  made  her  free,  I  had  of  her  such  lykeinge. 
And  in  her's  truly  verifyed:  Such  maners,  &  conditions 
as  euery  one  ys  of,  such  for  the  most  part  are  their  fortunes. 
But  much  I  muse  why  shee  lookes  back  so  ofte,  &  whom  shee 
seeketh 

Phronesium 

40  I  wonder  much  where  Dorio  ys.  It's  mervell  but  hee  sleepeth 
in  one  odd  corner  or  an  other  for  that's  his  vsuall  fashion : 
for  to  his  worke  he'l  not  be  tyed,  yf  that  he  can  get  gone. 

Artemona 
I'l  nearer  go  &  listen  what  yt  ys  that  she  doth  say 

Phronesium 

I  thinke  we  shall  see  hym  no  more  while  there's  any  light  of  day. 
46  111  lookes  my  maister  to  his  prophet  *,  that  such  a  drone  will  suffer 
in  his  house  for  to  dwell,  who  to  his  bread  deserues  not  water 
&  will  not  thrust  hym  out  at  dores  as  one  that's  good  for  nothinge. 
vnlesse  he  better  plye  his  worke  Beggery  will  be  his  endinge 

Artemona 

Some  body  shee  vpbrayds  wth  sloth:  yt's  meruell  but  yt's  Dorio 
50  wth  whom  shee  seldom  can  agree.  But  to  her  I  will  go 

Phronesium  2  what  is  the  matter,  that  thou  who  art  so  gentle 
so  highly  art  displeas'd?  The  cause  I  pray  thee  to  me  tell. 

Phronesium 

What  mistres  are  you  there?  Alas  I  saw  you  not  before. 
All  that  you  char'd  me  wth  ys  done,  ere  I  came  out  at  dore. 
[fo!.176a]  And  to  the  shambles  I  am  goinge  meate  to  provide  for  supper 

Artemona. 

66  Thanks  thou  deserues,  who  in  thy  mistres  absence  dost  not  loyter. 
&  for  thy  diligence  yf  in  any  thinge  I  may  the  pleasure 
eyther  by  worde  or  deede,  I'l  yt  performe  there  of  be  sure 

Phronesium. 

Mistres  yf  I  haue  here  to  fore  done,  or  do  at  this  present 
«0  any  thinge  that  to  your  lykeinge  was,  or  geues  you  now  content 
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I  am  right  glad  in  sooth.  But  there  ys  no  cause  why  your  gentlenes 

should  promisse  me  reward,  for  the  performance  of  your  busines, 

for  duty  bynds  me  for  to  do  all  thats  wth  in  my  power. 

And  blame  I  worthy  were  yf  that  at  any  tyme  I  should  loyter 

Though  not  wth  standinge  I  haue  tayste  ofte 1  of  your  liberality 

but  namely  when  of  your  bondslaue  a  free  woman  you  did  make  me. 

&  vpon  no  desert  of  myne  the  best  benefit  bestowed 

on  me,  that  you  had  for  to  geue,  or  I  my  selfe  haue  wished. 

But  what  needes  many  wordes?  I  can  not  speake  of  you  so 

honourably 

but  your  kyndnes  &  loue  deserued  haue  farre  better  of  mee 
And  happy  I  did  thinke  my  selfe  that  light  on  such  a  mistres 
who  was  so  good  to  please  &  euer  better  then  her  promise 
And  I  no  lesse  am  blest  in  that  I  haue  mett  wth  a  maister 
who  loues  you  so,  that  for  your  sake  he  loues  me  much  the  better. 

Artemona 
0  that  he  such  a  one  were  as  thou  takes  hym  for  to  bee 

Phronesium 

Alas  mistres  ys  he  not  so?  then  doth  he  much  deceiue  mee. 
whence  cometh  this  deepe  sigh?  from  some  great  grief e,  sure 
she's  not  well. 

Artemona 
My  griefe  Phronesium's  great,  &  yet  I  can  not  yt  expell. 

Phronesium 

from  sorrow  &  care  I  would  haue  sworne  mistres  you  had  bene  free 
for  one  would  thinke  you  nothinge  want  that  can  desyred  bee 

Artemona 

No  doubt  thou  so  persuaded  art:  for  no  body  can  tell  where 
the  shoe  doth  pinch,  but  she  that  yt  vpon  her  foote  doth  weare. 

Phronesium 
Where  as  aboundance  ys  of  all  good  thinges,  can  griefe  be  lodged? 

Artemona. 

Whyther  steales  not  griefe?  None  can  be  found  that  ys  on  all 
parts  blessed 

Phronesium 

We  for  the  most  part  mistres  are  wth  this  disease  infected 
that  neuer  wth  our  selues  nor  our  estate  we  are  contented. 
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The  faults  of  women  many  are,  but  this  vpon  a  certayne 
the  greatest  ys:  that  lightly  they  of  their  husbands  complayne. 
But  you  (vnder  correction)  must  avoyde  this  same  suspicion 
»o  yf  that  you  will  accompted  be  wyse  &  of  good  condition. 
[fol.!76b]  Artemona. 

Thou  would  not  say  so  yf  thou  knew  how  the  case  standeth  wfch  mee 

Phronesium 
That's  strange,  syth  you  in  my  opinion  of  all  women  are  most  happy 

Artemona 

Phronesium  thou  art  much  deceiud.  yf  thou  were  in  my  case 
farre  other  wyse  thou  wouldest  say,  then  now  yt  seemes  thou  sayes. 

Phronesium 

95  Alas,  mistres  alas,  tell  me :  what's  yt  that  doth  you  greeue. 
for  euer  I  tooke  you  to  be  the  happiest  woman  alyue. 

Artemona 
It  no  relation  needes,  &  there  fore  make  no  more  enquiry. 

Phronesium 

Be  lyke  you  thinke  I'l  blabbe  yt  out  agayne  vnto  some  body 
I  aske  not  to  that  ende  in  sooth,  but  rather  that  I  may 
100  ass  wage  your  grief  e,  yf  that  I  can  not  take  yt  quite  away 
for  that  shallow  witted  ys,  may  some  tyme  counsell  geue 
that  wholesome  ys,  &  a  seely  mouse  a  Liones  may  releeue. 
&  many  tymes  th'impartinge  of  ones  griefe  vnto  an  other 
eyther  quite  taketh  yt  away,  or  makes  yt  seeme  farre  lesser. 

Artemona 

105  I  thinke  no  lesse:  yet  for  all  that,  of  thinges,  (such  as  these  bee 
wch  rather  are  to  be  conceal'd,  then  told  to  others  publykely. 
no  such  yonge  girles  as  thou  art,  ought  inquiry  for  to  make 

Phronesium 

Agaynst  my  yeares  I  do  confesse  you  may  exceptions  take 
yet  for  all  that  vnlesse  you  do  impart  your  griefe  vnto  mee 
no  I  will  (though  yt  agaynst  good  maners  be)  still  make  enquiry 
hopeing  yt  will  be  for  your  good.  And  yf  I  through  affection 
the  bonds  of  modesty  do  exceede,  most  humbly  I  craue  pardon. 
Where  fore  as  you  do  loue  your  selfe,  husband  or  mayd 
declare  *  your  greef  e  to  me,  by  whom  yt  shall  not  be  bewrayd. 
us  And  yf  I  can  not  take  yt  cleane  away,  I  hope  deare  mistres 
for  to  abate  yt  much,  yf  you  will  folow  my  aduise. 

1  MS.  decrare. 
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Artemona 

Dost  thou  say  so  my  girle?  Then  will  I  breake  mynd  vnto  thee. 
But  here  ys  no  conuenient  place,  lest  I  be  heart  of  any  body, 
for  here  out  comes  I  know  not  who,  but  as  I  thinke  yt's  Dorio 
a  listninge  idle  rogue,  as  thou  well  knowes:  Away  let's  go.  i>0 

Dorio 

It  probable  ys  that  slouthfulnes  in  to  this  world  me  brought 
&  that  a  father  me  begott,  who  neuer  days  worke  wrought, 
for  at  the  very  name  of  worke  my  flesh  &  bones  do  shiuer 
&  I  had  rather  hanged  be  then  woike  I  am  so  lither: 
And  there  fore  while  our  maydes  wth  in  about  their  busines  went  195 
I  secretly  stole  out  at  dores  my  taske  for  to  preuent 
And  now  when  supper  tyme  drawes  neare,  &  all  the  worke  is 

ended 

I  home  returne  to  fill  my  gorge.  But  there's  I  feare  prouided 
a  rodde  for  me  in  steed  e  of  meate  by  our  tell  tayle  Phronesium 
wch  to  my  mistres  all  things  tells,  that  in  her  mynde  do  come.       iso 
&  makes  the  matter  often  worse  by  addinge  or  diminishinge          [lol.  177»] 
all  to  discredit  but  her  selfe:  for  in  that  art  she's  cunninge. 
And  no  regard  hath  what  she  tells,  nor  of  whom  she  complayneth 
by  meanes  where  of  she  deadly  hate  of  all  the  house  procureth. 
excep tinge  her  mayster  &  mistres,  who  because  they  heare  iss 

by  her  such  thinges  as  wth  their  humours  suite,  still  wth  her  beare. 
And  for  that  only  cause  &  nothinge  else,  they  on  a  sodayne 
of  a  bond  slaue  to  all  our  grieffes  haue  made  her  a  free  woman. 
But  hist,  I  here  alonge  do  spye  her  with  my  mistres  cominge 
yf  they  me  see  hang'd  must  I  bee,  wherefore  hence  I'l  be         MO 
sneaking 

Artemona 

How  now  Phronesium  art  thou  yet  persuaded  that  I  am 
of  all  that  liuinge  are  this  day  the  most  unhappy  woman? 

Phronesium 

I  did  suspect  in  deede  that  he  was  not  sound  of  his  body 
But  litle  thought  I  that  he  had  infected  bene  with  lepry. 

Artemona. 
A  me  pore  wretch  what  shall  I  do?  more  miserable  there  ys  none.  m 

Phronesium 

I  pray  you  mistres  for  god  sake,  syth  that  can  not  be  done 
wch  vou  desyre,  desyre  that  wch  may  effected  bee. 
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Artemona. 

It's  easy  good  aduise  to  geue  to  others  in  their  misery 
but  if  thou  felt  my  griefe  an  other  tayle  then  thou  wouldest  tell. 

Phronesium 

i5o  M.rs  weepe  *  not,  for  that  will  make  you  sicke,  though  you  were  well. 
Rather  consider  what's  expedient  in  this  your  great  extremity 
to  be  done,  &  beare  this  as  all 2  thinges  else  you  haue  borne 
patiently 

Artemona 

Alas  shall  I  wth  patience  tolerate  this?  Yt  is  not  possible. 
I  nothinge  can  expect  but  all  my  lyfe  to  be  most  miserable. 
IBS  But  thinkes  thou  that  for  my  desert  this  misery's  on  me  fallen. 

Phronesium 

No  m.rs  but  to  grieue  at  that  wcb  no  wayes  can  be  holpen 
no  wisdome  ys:  for  the  thinge  that's  once  done  can  neuer  bee 
vndone  agayne :  &  there  fore  make  a  vertue  of  necessity 
&  patience  haue.  Assure  your  selfe  you  are  not  crost  alone 
160  for  others  haue  as  well  as  you  their  crosses  euery  one 

though  of  a  different  sort:  for  none  in  all  respects  are  happy. 
Wey  wth  your  selfe  how  fortunate  in  all  things  else  you  bee 
but  this  alone:  where  of  if  he  clearly  might  once  be  freed 
what  woman  then  for  hap  pines  wth  you  might  be  compared? 

Artemona. 

166  Phronesium)  thou  sayst  *  well,  if  he  were  free'd  of  this  one  thinge 
but  this  one  thinge  makes  me  the  wretcedst  woman  this  day  lyuing 

Phronesium 

yf  all  things  else  be  to  your  mynde  as  I  do  thinke  they  are 
you  haue  more  cause  for  to  reioyce,  then 4  be  opprest  wth  care. 
[fol.l77t>]  Let  not  there  fore  one  yll6  make  in  your  brest  deeper  impression 
170  then  so  many  good  things,  but  for  these  beare  that  wth  moderation. 
The  rather  because  that  your  griefe  is  powered  out  in  vayne 
when  as  yt  helps  you  not,  though  neuer  so  much  you  do  complayne. 
Take  courage  therefore  vnto  you :  Lett  patience  be  your  buckler 
So  shall  your  selfe  fynde  ease,  &  geue  content  vnto  my  maister, 
176  when  he  perceiues  you  beare  wth  hym  his  heauy  crosse  conten 
tedly. 
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Artemona. 
To  patience  still  persuades  thou  mee?  Shall  I  his  crose  beare 

silently? 

Then  will  my  heart  a-sunder  burst.  I  must  needes  speake 
Phronesium. 

Phronesium 

I  see  not  to  what  ende,  syth  that  no  good  there  of  doth  come 
but  rather  yll,  for  by  complayneinge  you  do  duble  your  misery 
when  as  you  neyther  fynde  for  his  grief e,  nor  your  owne  a  remedy. 
Where  fore  haue  patience,  &  make  triall  what  comfort  yt  affords 

Artemona. 

Keepe  thy  persuasions  to  thy  selfe,  yf  they  be  but  bare  wordes: 
for  I  no  more  good  there  by  fynde  then  by  vtteringe  my  misery. 

Phronesium 
Is  there  no  helpe  for  hym  by  phisicke?  I  pray  you  mistres  tell  mee. 

Artemona 
Oh  none:  for  so  all  the  phisitions  haue  generally  affirmed. 

Phronesium 
Yet  there's  a  god,  of  whom  yf  he  craue  helpe,  he  may  be  cured. 

Artemona 

There  are  no  gods  that  on  vs  haue  regard :  not  one  that  pitties  vs. 
for  we  both  vnto  men,  &  to  the  gods  are  also  odious. 

Phronesium 
Dispayre  no  yet,  for  I  for  his  dysease  haue  found  a  remedy. 

Artemona 
A  remedy  Phronesium?  what?  I  pray  the  tell  me  quickely. 

Phronesium. 

There  ys  a  certayne  holy  prophet  (deare  mistres)  in  Samaria 
who  for  strange  miracles  &  good  lyfe  ys  knowne  through  out  ludea. 
To  whom  yf  that  my  maister  will  voutsafe  for  to  repayre 
losse  of  your  loue  (more  deare  to  me  then  lyfe)  I  hazard  dare 
that  he  shall  sounde  of  body  home  returne  wth  out  delay. 

Artemona. 
Tell  me  Phronesium,  ys  that  true  wch  thou  dost  to  me  say. 

Phronesium 

mistres)  most  true,  or  else  to  speake  yt  I  were  much  to  blame. 
And  yf  he  will  but  triall  make,  th'euent  shall  proue  the  same. 
And  thinke  not  (though  you  be  his  wyf e)  that  you  his  health  desyre 
more  then  I  who  am  but  his  mayd)  whom  he  did  lately  hyre. 
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for  in  that  I'l  not  yeelde  to  you.  &  reason  I  haue  for  yt 
syth  in  his  seruice  I  haue  gott  both  freedome,  loue,  &  creditt 
wch  more  then  lyfe  I  do  esteeme.   And  loth  I  am  to  bee 
vngratefull  vnto  hym,  &  you,  who  haue  vs'd  me  so  kyndly. 
[f  ol.l78  a]  Artemona 

205  1  see  thou  art  no  changelinge,  but  retaynest  thy  old  honesty 
&  therefore  I  thy  wordes  will  credit :  &  heartely  desyre  thee 
yf  euer  thou  found  frendship  at  my  handes  yt  to  repay 
by  pittyinge  me  pore  soule,  who  wth  grief e  dayly  pynes  away. 

Phronesiww 

Alas  mistres  intreate  me  not,  for  I  your  seruant  am 
210  ready  to  do  at  your  command  for  you  all  that  I  can 

&  there  fore  tell  me  what  yt  ys,  that  you  would  haue  me  do 

Artemona 

As  thou  hast  tolde  me  of  the  prophet,  So  tell  thy  maister  too 
&  earnestly  persuade  hym  for  to  make  a  iourney  thither 
f1]  &  if  he  through  thy  counsell  go  &  sound  agayne  come  hyther 
SIB  assuredly  thou  purchase  shall  vnto  thy  selfe  there  by 
greate  honour,  &  be  much  enriched,  &  advanced  highly. 

Phronesium. 

That  office  mistres  by  your  selfe  may  better  be  discharged 
because  you  are  his  wyfe,  &  wth  his  fashions,  best  acquainted 

Artemona 

well  as  thou  wilt,  yet  at  the  least  I  would  haue  thee  be  by 
•so  that  thou  my  speeches  may  confirme,  yf  he  thinke  that  I  lye. 

Phronesium 
I  will  in  this,  &  all  thinges  mistres  geue  you  content 

Artemona. 

Then  when  thou  hast  at  shambles  bene,  see  thou  come  in  in 
continent 
And  now  I'l  to  my  husband  go  t'acquaint  hym  wth  this  matter. 

Phronesiuw. 

And  Fl  no  longer  stay  but  whyle  I  buy  meate  for  your  supper. 
ass  How  sory  am  I  for  to  see  my  Lady  thus  perplexed 

whom  I  tooke  to  haue  bene  the  happiest  woman  that  euer  lyued. 

I  well  perceive  a  womans  iudgment  may  erroneous  bee 

syth  most  unfortunate  shee  ys,  who  seem'd  to  me  most  happy. 


1  MS.  &  earnestly  persuad  hym  stricken  out. 
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I  would  not  my  estate  exchange  for  hers,  though  myne  be  poreer 

for  I  lyue  merely  on  a  litle,  &  nothinge  will  content  her  *»0 

what  pleasure  tell  me  were  yt  for  mee  a  princes  to  be  styled 

&  wth  a  gallant  trayne  of  maydes,  &  men  to  be  attended 

&  haue  the  people  to  me  crouch  &  bowe  wth  capps  in  hand 

&  I  that  while  be  forc't  to  lyue  &  lye  wth  such  a  husband 

that  is  infected  wth  the  horrible  &  loathsome  disease  •>& 

of  leprosy.  A  kingdome  so  to  do  would  not  me  please. 

&  there  fore  my  mistres  miserable  estate  the  more  I  pitty 

But  I  to  free  them  from  their  greefes  I  hope  haue  found  a  remedy 

&  yf  yt  come  to  passe,  how  greatly  shall  I  be  esteemed. 

And  there's  no  doubt  of  good  successe  yf  that  he'l  be  persuaded  8*0 

thither  for  to  go.  In  hope  where  of  I  will  stay  here  no  longer 

but  to  the  shambles  runne  for  to  provide  meate  agaynst  supper. 

Naaman  ffol.!78b] 

What  man  this  day  aJyue  ys  more  vnfortunate  then  I 
&  vnto  whom  do  all  good  fortunes  fall  out  so  vnluckely? 
wo's  me  pore  wretch!  where  fore  haue  I  at  any  tyme  endeuoured  84* 
for  to  avoyd  the  perills  of  warre,  or  any  daunger  shunned? 
had  yt  not  better  for  me  beene  for  to  haue  dyed  honourably 
by  the  handes  of  myne  enemyes,  then  for  to  haue  lyu'd  thus 

miserably 

vext,  &  tormented  wth  this  foule  disease  of  lepry,  then 
wch  none  more  loathsome  ys?  o  the  fayth  both  of  gods  &  men!     a&o 
my  body  can  I  no  way  purge  of  this  plague,  nor  fynde  remedy 
to  cure  the  same,  but  must  I  lyue  in  sorrow  &  payne  continually? 
Wch  way  haue  I  not  for  phisitions  sent  to  my  great  Cost? 
&  swallowed  pills,  &  potions  drunke?  &  all  this  charge  ys  lost 
What  playsters  haue  I  not  to  my  infected  body  apply ed?  «BB 

&  fynde  no  ease,  this  malady  ys  in  my  bones  so  setled, 
&  inward  marrow,  that  yt's  past  all  the  phisitions  skill 
to  cure  the  same,  &  there  is  none  that  wth  me  medle  will 
for  they  perceiue  my  carcas  ys  a  carion  &  no  better: 
nay  loathsomer  then  any  carion,  yf  any  thinge  can  be  loathsomer.  2ao 
for  no  part's  of  me  freshe  &  sound,  no  part  that's  vncorrupted. 
no  member  but  yt's  full  of  Scurffe,  &  wtb  vlcers  disfigured. 
Bunches  &  boyles  ryse  in  my  face,  the  heyre  of  my  head  falleth. 
my  voyce  ys  hoarse:  blisterd  my  tongue,  my  eaten  nose  sore 
ytcheth. 
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265  and  I  (pore  catyue  quite  for  lorne)  my  wynde  can  scarcely  draw 
the  passage  of  my  breath  so  very  strayte  ys,  &  so  narrow. 
And  my  throte  belcheth  vp  continually  pestiferous  smells 
wch  makes  all  the  phisitions  say  wth  one  voyce,  that  my  bowells 
wth  in  corrupted  are.  And  at  a  worde  the  soundest  parts 
270  of  my  whole  body  prickes,  as  though  they  stabbed  were  wth  darts. 
And  (to  augment  my  griefe)  all  they  of  whom  I  honoured  was 
in  health,  do  me  contemne,  &  ioy  to  see  my  wofull  case : 
Yea  &  (wch  grieues  mt>  most  of  all)  myne  owne  wyfe  doth  ab- 

horre  me 
so  much,  that  she  thinks  her  selfe  worst,  when  she  ys  in  my 

company. 

275  And  when  shee  sees  me  turnes  her  backe,  or  else  doth  runne  away 
alleadginge  for  excuse,  that  busines  will  not  lett  her  stay. 
If  I  at  any  tyme  do  desyre  her  wth  me  for  to  lye, 
she  makes  continually  delay es.  yf  I  vse  my  authority 
&  her  inforce  there  to,  her  face  she  doth  beeray  wth  teares 
280  wch  argues  that  litle  good  affection  she  towards  me  beares. 
Oh  well  were  I  if  eyther  shee  felt  sensibly  my  sorrow 
or  that  I  cared  not  whether  she  did  feele  the  same  or  no. 
But  now  when  this  disease  paynes  me  the  most  (confesse  I  must) 
I  much  more  am  inclind,  &  proner  vnto  fleshly  lust. 
[fol.!79a]  then  I  was  in  my  health:  The  nature's  such  of  my  infirmity 
286  so  that  I  feare  her  frowardnes  encreaseth  much  my  misery. 
Hard  ys  my  happ  of  her  to  be  the  most  of  all  abandoned 
of  whom  I  should  before  all  other  haue  bene  belou'd  &  cherished. 
And  (wch  most  pittifull  ys  of  all)  none  of  the  gods  regard  me: 
290  none  that  geue  eare  vnto  my  sighes :  none  that  my  case  do  pitty : 
but  deafe  are  when  I  on  them  call,  &  my  prayers  despyse 
&  turne  away  their  faces  when  I  to  them  offer  sacrifice. 
0  lupiter  wth  what  fault  haue  I  thee  so  much  offended 
that  I  deserue  so  grievously  at  thy  hands  to  be  punished? 
296  whom  thou  in  former  tymes  wth  good  successe  so  much  hast  graced 
&  honour' d  wth  heroicall  acts?  where  fore  art  thou  thus  altered? 
Oh!  how  inconstant,  frayle,  &  mutable  is  humane  felicyty? 
How's  he  deceiu'd  that  groweth  proud  for  fortunes  smyle  that's 
momentary l  ? 


1  MS.  momeutany. 


The  18  Pageant  of  Naaman 

He  trust's  vnto  a  staffe  of  reede,  on  fortune  that  relyeth 

as  by  me  may  be  scene,  whom  she  so  miserably  deiecteth,  aoo 

&  headlonge  hurleth  downe  from  the  top  of  the  hiegh'st  felicity 

in  to  the  gulff e  of  endlesse *  woes,  &  neuer  dyinge  misery, 

&  trampleth  me  vnder  her  feete  after  a  most  strange  fashion. 

But  yt's  in  vayne  for  to  complayne,  sith  she's  wth  out  compassion. 

This  womanish  waylinge  there  fore  I'l  leaue  of,  for  man  vnseemly  3Q6 

&  put  th'armour  of  patience  on.  0  that  I  were  so  happy! 

then  should  I  feele  no  griefe  but  that  wch  my  disease  doth  bringe. 

But  that  ys  hard  to  do,  yea  I  feare  an  impossible  thinge, 

the  rather  because  that  my  wyfe,  whom  cominge  here  I  spye 

doth  dayly  me  vpbrayd  there  wth  as  though  I  could  yt  remedy:    3i0 

Where  as  yt  is  not  in  my  power.  But  here  I'l  stand  asyde 

&  listen  what  she'l  say,  feareinge  my  looke  she'l  not  abyde. 

Artemona. 
The  more  I  geue  eare  to  Phronesiums  wordes,  so  much  more 

luckely 
I  hope  the  matter  will  fall  out,  wch  she  related  to  mee. 

Naaman. 

What  trusts  she  will  more  luckely  fall  out?  vnlesse  yt  bee  »i5 

by  plottinge  &  deviseinge  meanes  how  she  may  gett  rydd  of  mee 
whom  long  synce  shee  began  to  loath,  because  of  my  disease. 

Artemona. 

And  for  her  truth  in  other  matters,  her  wordes  me  better  please 
in  this.  And  nothinge  I  by  her  aduise  haue  vnder  taken 
at  any  tyme,  but  euer  more  yt  luckely  did  happen.  sao 

Where  fore  I'l  now  go  seeke  my  husband  but,  &  to  hym  tell 
what  shee  sayd  of  the  prophet,  that  doth  in  Samaria  dwell, 
&  see  yf  can  hym  persuade  to  make  a  iourney  thither 
(though  at  his  hands  I  nothinge  looke  for  but  a  crabbed  answeare.) 
Yet  will  I  triall  make,  that  yf  he'l  not  my  counsell  take  [fol,179b] 

I  may  the  stubburne  felow  charge  wth  wilfulnes,  &  make  82« 

that  an  occasion  to  forsake  both  his  house  &  his  company 
who  might,  yf  that  he  would  go  thither,  be  cur'd  of  his  infirmyty. 

Naaman 

Lo,  meanes  shee  seekes  her  selfe  to  free  from  me  as  I  suspected 
wch  greues  me  more  then  all  the  paynes  I  haue  this  while  indured.  3*o 
for  then  for  aye  I  am  vndone :  &  so  to  be  yt's  lykely 

1  MS.  endesse. 
fjejperta, 
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for  all  occasions  she  doth  seeke  how  that  she  may  get  from  me. 

Artemona. 

I  know  not  where  to  seeke  for  hym.  yet,  luckely  I  espy 
hym  standinge  here.  I'l  go  &  tell  hym  as  Phronesiuw  bad  mee. 

Naaman. 

•SB  She  comes  towardes  me  of  her  owne  accord,  this  may  be  cronicled 
for  she  no  sooner  vs'd  to  see  me  but  her  backe  she  turned. 
Fl  semblance  make  as  though  I  had  not  seene  her  vntill  now 

Artemona. 
Husband. 

Naamfan]. 
Are  you  there  wyfe?  I  pray  you  what's  the  news  wth  you? 

Artemona 
You  come  as  fittly  as  I  [*]  wishe2,  for  wth  you  I  would  speake 

Naaman. 
,4o  Wthme? 

Artem[ona]. 

Yea  sir  wth  you.  And  now  my  mynd  to  you  I'l  breake. 
The  matter  weighty  ys,  &  for  you  sir  exceedinge  good, 
&  may  effected  be,  So  yt  by  you  be  not  wth  stoode. 
And  to  be  briefe  yt's  this.  When  yesterday  by  chaunce  I  talked 
of  your  infirmity  wth  Phronesium,  &  much  your  case  lamented. 

Naaman. 
84»  Nay  thyne  owne  rather  I  beleeue,  yf  that  the  truth  were  knowne 

Artemona 
What  do  you  interrupt  me  sir?  then  hence  I  will  begone 

Naaman. 

I  haue  offended  her  yt  seemes.  Good  wyfe  I  pray  the  tary 
&  tell  me  out  thy  tayle,  for  now  no  more 8  I'l  interrupt  thee. 

Artemona 

On  that  condition  I  am  content,  or  els  I  will  be  gone. 
•50  &  if  you  heare  me  not  the  greattest  hurt  will  be  your  owne. 
As  I  my  griefe  to  her  disclos'd  wth  many  a  bitter  teare 
complayninge  that  we  two  the  wretchedst  persons  lyuinge  were 
this  day  alyue,  Ant  first  she  wept  wth  me,  (as  her  became 
lyke  to  a  seruant  that  was  kinde  &  carefull  of  her  dame) 
BBS  wtb  comfortable  wordes  of  good  cheare  then  she  bade  me  bee 

1  MS.  could  have  stricken  out.  2  MS.  corrected  from  wished. 

3  MS.  mare. 
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&  sayd  amongst  other  things  she  for  our  grief e  had  found  a  remedy 

for  in  Samaria  there's  a  holy  prophet  cal'd  Eliseus 

of  vertu  great,  godly  of  lyfe,  &  for  strange  miracles  famous. 

Yf  my  lord  will  persuaded  be  by  any  kynde  of  meane 

to  go  vnto  that  man,  he  shall  returne  sound  &  cleane;  s«o 

where  fore  mistres  moue  hym  there  to :  &  after  on  my  credit         [fol.  180*] 

you  shall  reioyce  there  at,  &  thanke  me  who  mou'd  you  first  to  yt. 

To  whom  speakeinge  so  confidently  I  began  to  geue  eare 

though  at  the  very  first  I  thought  her  wordes  incredible  were. 

&  promis'd  her  I  would  impart  the  same  sir  vnto  you  SOG 

as  now  I  will,  wherefore  (husband)  as  euer  you  will  do 

any  thinge  for  mee,  or  as  I  haue  euer  geuen  you  content 

beinge  partner  of  your  ioys  &  woes,  to  this  motion  consent 

Naaman. 

Lady  alas  you  litle  discreation  shewe  in  counsellinge  mee 
vpon  a  seely  girls  report,  to  take  so  longe  a  iourney  »io 

Artemona 
Lo  he  ys  in  his  olde  vayne  still  of  crossinge  what  I  say 

Naaman. 

Yf  thou  were  wyse  thou  would  not  haue  me  cast  my  goods  away 
so  vaynly  wyfe,  nor  hazard  myne  owne  lyfe  in  goinge  thither 
but  spare  yt  to  mantayne  vs  wth,  while  we  here  lyue  to  gether. 
except  thou  be  in  hope  there  wth  to  make  an  ende  of  mee,  »?6 

wch  verely  I  do  feare's  thy  drifte  thou  me  persuads  so  earnestly. 
What  haue  I  not  (catyue  for  lorne)  through  thy  intreaty  done 
forc't  by  thy  bawlinge  there  vnto,  &  dayly  exclamation 
'Where  as  in  the  meane  tyme,  all  th' oracles  beinge  demanded 

answeare 

&  say:  I  stryue  agaynst  the  streame,  &  do  my  selfe  but  weary,     tso 
in  seekeinge  helpe  for  a  disease  that  fatall  ys  vnto  mee: 
&  yet  (as  though  thou  ignorant  were  there  of,  thou  me  intices 
to  go  I  know  not  whither,  by  triffleinge  tayles  &  foolish  circum 
stances. 

Artemona. 

Th'vnhappiest  woman  that  lyues  I  am.  How  shall  I  thinke  this  man 
will  euer  be  in  any  thinge  rul'd  by  me,  when  as  I  can  >«& 

speakinge  for  his  good,  not  be  heard,  but  make  hym  at  me  angry? 
&  yet  he  asketh  what  he  hath  not  done  at  my  intreaty? 

1  A  non-rhyming  line  but  no  indication  of  any  omission. 

18* 
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Are  you  not  (sir)  asham'd  here  of?  verely  you  vrge  me  so 
that  I  can  not  be  sylent  now,  nor  scarce  tell  what  I  do. 
sec  Did  euer  I  any  thinge  desyre,  but  had  there  of  deniall? 

Name  one  thinge  yf  you  can,  or  else  yowr  wordes  wth  shame  recall 
What  are  you  mute?  well  as  you  will,  yf  this  lyfe  do  you  please 
then  rott  for  me,  as  you  will  shortly,  for  so  threats  yowr  disease, 
yf  once  agayne  I  moue  you  then. 

Naam[an]. 

What  lady  are  you  angry? 
Artemona 
>»5  How  should  I  husband  choose,  when  as  you  weigh  my  words  so 

lightly? 
&  they  so  much  are  for  your  good? 

Naam[an]. 

Good  wyfe  be  not  offended 

but  well  consider  wth  thy  selfe,  that  thy  motions  proceeded 
but  from  a  foolish  girle,  who  knows  not  what  belongs  vnto 
so  great  a  cure,  &  yet  I  must  do  all  she  byds  me  doe. 
Thinkes  thou  I  so  selfe  willy  am  that  I  would  not  take  counsell 
401  of  you,  or  her,  or  any  else  that  did  aduise  me  well? 
&  further  farre  go  then  Samaria,  &  seeke  the  prophet  out 
yf  he  could  cure  my  grief e?  Nay  I  would  go  the  earth  about 
&  neyther  spare  for  paynes  nor  cost,  yf  I  might  cured  bee 
405  But  there's  no  hope  there  of  syth  that  I  am  past  all  recouery. 

Artemona. 

How  can  you  sir  be  sure  of  that,  vnlesse  you  first  make  triall? 
surely  no  way.  where  fore  my  counsell  take,  &  all  things  shall 
fall  out  as  you  desyre,  or  else  I'l  silent  be  here  after. 
But  here  Phronesium  comes  as  I  could  wysh.  Let's  call  her  hither. 
410  that  you  may  heare  her  speake  her  selfe.  perhaps  her  words  will  bee 
of  greater  force  then  myne,  who  knows  he  is  a  man  most  holy. 

Phronesiuw. 

I  musen  what  the  matter  ys  that  I  my  lady  saw  not 
of  all  this  day,  except  perhaps  she  busy  be  about 
the  matter  where  of  we  talkt  last  night:  And  if  yt  fall  out  luckely 
41B  (as  I  do  hope  yt  will)  none  shall  be  happier  then  I  verely1. 

Artemona. 

Heare  you  her  husband  what  she  sayth? 
1  MS.  werely. 
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Naamfan]. 

Not  I  wyfe  nor  I  care  not. 

Phronesium 

But  here  I  spye  them  talkinge  both  to  gether:  yf  that  I  thought 
it  were  here  of  &  not  about  some  other  serious  matter 
I  would  go  &  persuade  my  lord  for  to  be  ruled  by  her 
this  iourney  for  to  vnder  take:  wch  will  be  for  his  good  48o 

as  he  would  thinke  yf  that  as  much,  as  I,  he  vnderstood 

Artemona. 
Do  you  yet  heare  her  what  she  sayth?  She's  speakeinge  of  your 

iourney 

&  sayth  yt  would  be  for  your  good.  Phronesium  a  word  wth  thee. 
whither  dost  thou  hye  so  fast?  yf  so  be  thou  canst  stay  come  hither. 

Phronesium 

I  to  the  shambles  goinge  am  meate  to  prouide  for  dinner  42* 

Yet  not  wth  standinge  I'l  vpon  you  &  my  lord  attend, 
wishinge  god  would  vnto  his  honour  health  of  his  body  sende. 

Artemona 

That  ys  the  thinge  where  of  we  talkt,  for  I  haue  hym  acquainted 
what  thou  of  Eliseus  sayd:  but  my  wynde  ys  but  waysted 

Phronesium 
That  am  I  sory  for:  but  what  makes  hym  refuse  your  counsell      *8o 

Naaman. 

Because  I  am  persuad'd  thy  words  are  not  so  much  as  probable. 
And  I  would  haue  the  know  (phronesium)  that  well  thou  hast  not 

pleasd  me 
by  puttinge  in  her  head  such  things,  as  wth  me  make  her  angry. 

Phronesium 

Condemne  me  not  my  lord,  for  I  no  such  intention  had 
&  yf  you  triall  make  you  shall  fynde  all  true  that  I  sayd  *86 

&  for  the  loue  I  beare  to  you,  I  there  of  her  informed  * 

Naaman. 

I  do  not  lyke  such  mayds  as  haue  so  much  tyme  to  be  spared 
from  their  worke  as  for  to  take  care  of  other  folkes  aff ayres.         [fol.181 »] 
&  that  such  as  concerne  them  not.  Phronesium  yf  thy  cares 
were  of  thy  distafe,  reele,  &  needle,  &  such  lyke  things  as  these   *4<> 
of  wch  women  only  ought  to  medle,  thou  should  me  better  please. 


1  MS.  inforned. 
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Phronesiuw 

Alas  (my  lord)  I  thought  It'1  had  a  seruants  part  bene  to 
medle  wth  all  things  that  they  can  for  their  maisters  profitt  do 
And  what  can  be  more  for  your  good  then  your  health  to  recouer? 
445  &  syth  I  know  the  meanes,  why  should  I  not  the  same  discouer 
vnto  my  lady  thats  so  sory  for  your  distressed  case, 
&  for  the  loue  I  beare  to  you?  My  duty  sure  yt  was. 
Where  fore  so  soone  as  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  your  griefe 
&  also  heard  that  you  by  physick  could  not  get  any  reliefe, 
460  this  prophet  vnto  my  remembrance  came  that's  in  Samaria 
&  of  hym  I  my  Lady  told,  wishinge  wth  out  delay 
that  she  would  you  acquaint  there  wth,  &  moue  you  to  go  thither 
And  I  the  selfe  same  counsell  now  geue  you  my  gratious  maister. 
yea  &  more  ouer  earnestly  intreate  you  for  to  do  yt 
456  for  yt  vndoubtedly  will  be  for  your  exceedinge  profitt. 

Distrust  me  not  my  lord  in  this  syth  euer  you  haue  found  me 
faythfull  to  you  in  all  things  else,  &  also  to  my  lady 

Naaman. 

Thinks  thou  he  doth  exceede  in  skill  all  other  learn'd  phisitions? 
then  were  yt  pitty  of  their  lyues.  And  their  generall  opinions 
460  are  that  this  my  disease  in  curable  ys.  where  fore  be  sylent 
for  both  thyne  &  thy  Ladyes  labour  in  this  ys  vaynly  spent 

Phronesiuw 

Speake  lookely  (my  lord)  for  fully  I  persuaded  am 
this  iourney  will  be  for  your  good,  yf  you  will  take  the  same 

Naaman 

I  can  not  so  persuaded  be,  Syth  th'oracles  also  haue 
46B  answeard  wth  ioynt  consent,  that  no  way's  left  my  lyfe  to  saue 

Phronesium 

Yet  for  all  that  (my  lord)  take  heart,  for  I  will  pawne  my  credit 
that  if  this  iourney  you  will  take,  yt  shall  be  for  your  profitt. 

Artemona. 
Her  suite  very  reasonable  ys  (my  lord)  &  she  speaks  wth  great 

confidence 

where  fore  graunt  her  request  both  at  her  &  my  earnest  instance. 
*7o  &  if  you  fynde  not  good  there  by,  do  as  you  will  here  after 

Naaman 

No  longer  me  persuade,  vnlesse  your  reasons  (wyfe)  were  better 
1  MS.  corrected  from  I. 
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Artemona 
Why  should  we  not  persuad  you  (sir)  you  know  th'olde  sayinge 

well 

that  one  must  first  the  nutts  shell  cracke  before  he  eate  the  kernell 
So  you  my  lord  must  first  take  paynes  before  you  cured  bee 
for  the  gods  will  not  help  you  till  you  put  to  your  owne  industry.  47R 
But  syth  that  my  intreaty  doth  no  good,  I'l  hence  be  gone  [foU8H>J 

Naaman. 

Lo  she  her  wonted  byas  keepes;  yf  all  things  be  not  done 
accordinge  to  her  will.  And  for  to  helpe  yt  there's  no  way 

Phronesium 

Oh  Lady  be  not  angry  at  my  lord,  but  wth  hym  stay 
for  I  hope  he'l  geue  you  content,  in  all  that  you  desyre  480 

Artemona 

Euen  as  he  will,  syth  nothinge  but  for  his  good  I  requyre. 
yf  will  not  the  wurst  is  his:  Choose  whether  he'l  sincke  or  swyme 

Naaman 

wo's  me  pore  wretch  how  violent  hath  this  woman  euer  byn? 
&  yf  you  do  gayne  say  her  still,  she  will  be  much  the  worse. 

Phronesium 

wynne  her  wth  patience  then,  &  her  no  more  here  after  crosse.     m 
And  she  (vnder  correction)  was  I  thinke  at  thys  tyme  worthy 
to  haue  bene  borne  wth  syth  what  she  sayd  was  for  your  good 
chiefly. 

Artemona. 
Phronesium  one  would  so  haue  thought.   But  so  crosse  he  ys 

always 

that  pipe  what  I  list  yet  he'l  daunce  what  doth  his  humour  please 
But  syth  yt  will  no  better  be,  in  his  filth  lett  hym  rott  «9o 

for  so  he  well  deserues  to  do,  who  might  be  cur'd  &  will  not. 
And  when  he's  dead,  (as  soone  he  will)  yf  he  thus  willfull  bee 
some  quiet  I  may  fynde  perhaps,  or  else  wth  sorrow  dye. 
wch  I  had  rather  do,  then  lyue  thus  discontented  euer 
But  I'l  begone,  &  thou  had  best  Phronesium  follow  after.  4*5 

for  thou  as  oone  an  ^Ethiops  skyne  wth  washinge  white  may  make 
as  that  same  willfull  folow  persuade  this  voyage  to  vndertake 

Naaman 

Heares  thou  Phronesium  what  a  peale  she  runge  me  ere  she  went 
thou  had  best  tread  thy  ladyes  steps  for  feare  lest  thou  be  shent. 
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600  yt's  the  only  way  to  gett  the  a  good  husband  quickly 

for  men  will  ioy  to  marry  wth  so  quicke  a  dame  I  warrant  the 

Phronesiuw 
The  cause  was  her  great  hope  you  should  thereby  yowr  health 

recouer 

else  would  she  not  haue  bene  my  lord  so  earnest  in  this  matter. 
And  if  myne  owne  eyes  had  not  sene  the  prophet  strange  things  do 
BOS  I  neuer  would  haue  moued  her  or  you  my  lord  there  to. 

Naaman. 
Name  one  thinge  yf  thou  can  that  worthy  ys  of  admiration. 

Phronesiuw 

He  made  the  bitter  waters  sweete  of  lerico  at  the  motion 
of  the  inhabitants  there  of:  wch  sweete  are  till  this  day 
&  when  a  company  of  litle  boys  in  mockry  thus  did  say, 
6io  vnto  the  prophet  as  he  past  by  Bethell  now  of  late 

in  the  hearinge  of  many:  come  vp  bald  pate,  come  vp  bald  pate: 
[fol.!82a]  He  lookeinge  backe  &  cursinge  them  in  the  name  of  our  lord 
Two  Beares  from  the  forrest  came,  &  tore  vpon  my  word 
fourty  two  of  the  ladds  in  peeces,  to  the  peoples  amazment 

Naaman. 

Bi6  I  feare  phronesium  of  thy  selfe  thou  doest  but  this  invent 
to  make  me  this  longe  voyage  go:  for  this  that  thou  doest  tell 
in  my  opinion  &  conceipt  seemes  not  so  much  as  probable. 

Phronesium 

It  is  as  true  as  I  do  lyue :  &  yet  things  that  are  stranger 
then  these  by  farre  were  wrought  by  hym  &  y*  no  longe  tyme  after. 
520  wch  yf  I  should l  recite  to  you,  your  selfe  the  same  would  say. 

Naaman. 
Stranger  then  these?  It  is  impossible.  Tell  me  what  I  thee  pray. 

Phronesium. 
As  this  same  prophet  of  whom  I  spake  by  chaunce  through  the 

streete  passed 

where  in  I  dwelt  wth  many  of  the  cittizens  that  hym  folowed 
A  certayne  pore  woman  weepinge  for  the  death  of  her  late  husband 
525  &  thrustinge  through  the  multitude  that  did  betwixt  her  stand 
&  the  good  man,  fell  at  his  feete,  &  hym  desyr'd  to  help  her 
of  the  cause  of  thy  griefe  (quoth  he)  then  let  me  be  partaker. 
My  husband  (holy  man)  sayd  she)  out  of  this  lyfe  departed 
»  MS.  shoul. 
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a  vertuous  man  (as  thou  well  knows)  and  not  the  least  estemed 
amongst  the  number  of  the  prophets.  But  he  in  debt  did  dye        58o 
&  nothinge  lefte  behynde  hym  but  two  litle  sonnes  &  mee 
And  now  his  creditour  sayth  he  will  take  both  my  sonnes  away 
from  me  his  boundslaues  for  to  be,  vnlesse  the  debt  I  pay. 
Wch  yf  he  do  all  my's *  gone,  &  I  shall  dye  for  griefe 
Wherefore  I  pray  you  holy  prophet  geue  me  some  way  reliefe.     B86 
The  prophet  then  mou'd  wth  her  teares  vpon  her  tooke  compassion 
&  askt  her  what  substance  she  had  at  home?  quoth  she  iust  none, 
but  one  litle  botle  of  oyle.  Yet  sayd  he  woman  courage  take 

vnto  thee 

for  by  gods  help  I  will  relieue  this  thy  want  &  necessity. 
Go  borrow  of  thy  neighbours  vessells  so  many  as  thou  can  gett    B*o 
&  beare  them  to  thy  house,  &  when  they  are  in  order  sett 
(thou  &  thy  sonnes  beinge  all  wth  in)  on  th'insyde  shutt  the  dore 
&  oyle  till  all  the  vessells  be  filde  out  of  the  botle  power. 
At  wch  wordes  she  vpon  hym  lookt,  &  stood  as  one  amazed 
till  he  agayne  did  bid  her  go,  &  do  as  he  commanded.  5*5 

&  warninge  gaue  her  to  be  ware  lest  that  her  incredulity 
hindred  the  fauour  wch  by  god  almighty  was  intended 
on  her  for  to  bestow.  And  though  there  at  many  there  did  wonder 
&  thought  yt  was  a  thinge  impossible,  yet  she  did  as  he  bade  her. 
&  many  vessell  gott  together,  &  caryed  them  all  home  550 

Naaman 
And  what  at  length  I  pray  the  was  th'euent  here  of  Phronesium? 

Phronesiu  m  [f  ol.!82  b  ] 

Euen  this :  out  of  that  litle  oyle  both  the  vessells  all  were  filled 
&  she  the  oyle  did  sell  &  wth  the  money  her  debts  discharged 
&  by  that  meanes  also  her  sonnes  from  bondage  were 2  deliuered. 

Naaman. 

What's  this  I  heare?  yt  is  impossible  wch  thou  hast  here  related.  555 
But  hear'st  thou  ?  tell  me  nothinge  but  the  truth  I  pray  the  hartely 
for  in  my  heart  I  hate  a  Iyer,  &  so  did  from  myne  infancy. 

Phronesiuwz 

Alas  my  lord  the  tyme's  to  come  that  euer  I  deceiu'd  you 
&  trustely  I  euer  haue  done  all  you  sett  me  too 
&  thinke  you  now  my  gratious  lord  that  in  so  great  a  matter        &«« 


1  Read  my  ioy's.  2  MS.  nere. 
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as  this  wch  you  concerns  so  much  I  am  become  a  Iyer? 
What  pleasure  would  yt  be  for  me  to  make  you  trauell  Idlely 
so  farre  beinge  so  infirme,  or  cause  you  spende  yowr  money  vaynly  ? 
It  would  but  me  discredit  wth  you,  to  whom  I  am  beholdinge 

666  more  then  to  all  the  men,  that  in  the  worlde  are  this  day  lyuinge, 
&  still  am  lyke  to  bee:  for  no  other  mantenance  I  haue 
but  that  wch  from  your  loue  proceedes:  whose  loue  I  still  do 

craue 

where  of  I  do  confesse,  yf  I  now  lye  I  am  vnworthy 
where  fore  my  lord  as  earst  you  haue,  you  may  now  boldly  trust  mee 

670  And  yf  my  wordes  do  not  proue  true,  then  cast  me  off  for  euer 
&  coumpt  me  for  to  be  no  better  then  a  deepe  dissembler. 

Naaman 

I  sayd l  not  this  as  though  I  thought  phronesium  thou  dyd  lye 
but  because  that  the  things  so  strange  wch  thou  related  to  mee. 
rather  syth  that  I  neuer  heard  that  (our  prophets  I  do  not  say) 

576  but  our  very  gods  them  selues  euer  the  lyke  did  till  this  day. 

Phronesium 

oh  speake  not  of  yowr  gods 2  (my  lord),  who  no  such  thinge  can  do 
or  yf  they  shoulde,  yt's  by  the  diuils  meanes  in  outward  show 

Naaman. 

phronesium  thou  no  changlinge  art,  I  do  perceiue  right  well 
in  so  disdayninge  of  our  gods.  But  yt's  best  take  my  counsell 

680  &  speake  more  reuerently  of  them,  Lest  thy  mouth  by  &  by 
the  stopp,  &  their  owne  quarrell  reuenge  to  the  distruction  of  thee. 

Phronesium 

I  am  not  so  weake  harted  (though  a  woman)  as  for  to  f eare 
your  gods  wch  are  dume  diuills,  &  can  neyther  see  nor  heare. 
Neyther  do  I  the  diuills  dreede  them  selues,  wch  are  accustomed 

«86  by  their  mouthes  for  to  speake,  knowinge  their  power  ys  euer 

limited 

by  the  lord  god  of  heauen,  whom  we  Israelits  adore 
for  only  he's  the  lyuinge  god,  who  as  he  was  creator 
of  all  things  in  tymes  past:  So  now  by  hym  all  things  are  gouerned : 
&  his  true  seruants  euer  more  in  their  distresse  protected. 

600  And  of  his  power  I  beseech  you  triall  for  to  make 

as  you  me  loue,  or  rather  as  you  care  of  yowr  health  take. 


MS.  sayvld.  2  MS.  goods. 
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What  in  a  study  (sir?)  follow  my  aduise  &  confident  bee  [fol.  183»J 

&  yt  shall  neuer  you  repent  yf  you  so  do,  beleeue  mee. 

Naaman. 

Well  then  (phronesiuw)  say  no  more:  Thy  counsell  I  will  take, 
my  case  so  desperate  ys,  that  of  all  things  Fl  triall  make.  R9B 

Phronesium 
Then  do  you  wysely  (my  good  lord).  Right  glad  there  of  am  I 

Naaman 
Now  go  thy  ways,  &  tell  my  wyfe  that  Fl  be  wth  her  presently. 

Phronesiuw. 

1  will  my  lord:  And  ioyfull  newes  yt  will  be  to  my  lady 
who  doth  so  much  desyre  your  health,  &  takes  your  sicknes 
heauely 

Naaman. 

Though  I  be  not  througly l  persu'de,  that  this  is  true  shee  sayde   6oo 
&  lest  I  worse  returne  then  I  go  hence,  am  sore  afrayde 
Yet  Fl  make  triall  syth  I  poore  wretch  in  to  that  state  am  come 
that  I  must  be  ruld  by  an  others  will,  though  yt  be  troublesome, 
for  he  that  doth  intend  to  lyue  &  lead  a  quiet  lyfe 
must  euer  more  contentted  be a  to  be  ruld  by  his  wyfe 8.  «0& 

Yet  Fl  go  craue  the  Kings  aduise,  before  I  take  my  iourney 
for  there's  no  trust  in  women  when  as  the  matter  ys  so  weighty. 

Sosia 

It  seemes  my  lady  doth  but  smale  accompt  of  my  worke  make 
else  would  shee  not  haue  suffered  me  this  idle  paynes  to  take 
in  seeking  vp  &  downe  the  court  all  this  day  for  her  husband       «io 
for  there  he  hath  not  bene  for  ought  that  I  can  vnderstand. 
of  purpose  surely  she  yt  did  yf  that  the  truth  were  knowne 
(her  humour's  such)  to  weary  me  wth  trottinge  vp  &  downe 
for  f eare  lest  I  should  idle  be :  So  ouer  thwart  a  woman 
I  neuer  saw  in  all  my  lyfe.  She  thinkes  belyke  a  man  «iB 

a  beast  ys,  borne  to  toyle  &  moyle,  as  Asses  vse  to  do 
for  litle  cares  shee  what  yt  ys  shee  setteth  one  vnto, 
so  that  her  fancy  be  fulfild,  she  ys  so  shrew 'd,  &  angry, 
&  would  the  patient'st  man  alyue  this  day  wth  brawlinge  weary. 
And  litle  cares  she  who  yt  ys  she  chides  wth,  or  for.  what  eao 

whether  yt  be  frend  or  foe,  good  cause  or  bade,  al's  one  so  that 


MS.  throngly.  «  MS.  me.  •  MS.  lyfe. 
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her  tongue  may  walke,  as  still  yt  doth,  for  when  there  ys  no  other 
to  baule  wth,  she  spitts  out  her  venome  agaynst  ye  prince  my  maister 
her  owne  husband,  who  ys  a  man  of  gentle  disposition 
ess  &  her  of  anger  would  not  geue  the  very  least  occasion 

yf  he  could  choose.  Wherefore  I  muse  what  makes  her  take  dislyke 
wth  hym,  vnlesse  yt  be  (as  I  suspect)  because  he's  sicke. 
by  meanes  where  of  he's  weaker  growne  then  he  was  wont  to  be 
&  so  perhaps  perform's  his  taske  that  she  lookes  for,  to  sparingly, 
esc  Hence  come  her  teares  I'l  lay  my  lyfe:  this  makes  her  for  to 

blubber 
But  hist,  I  here  espye  my  lord  Naaman  cominge  hither. 

Naaman. 

I  goinge  am  towards  the  court  to  craue  the  kings  aduise 
concerninge  this  my  iourney,  but  he  will  hould  me  vnwyse 1 
I  f eare  for  geuinge  credit  (though  but  smale)  vnto  a  thinge 
ess  that  so  in  credible  seemes,  vpon  a  seely  girls  relateinge. 
[f  ol.l83  D]  Sosia 

It  seemes  his  mynde  sore  troubled  ys  wth  one  thinge  or  wth  other 
he  talkes  so  to  hym  selfe.  I  meruell  much  what  is  the  matter 

Naaman. 

Who's  there?  Sosia?  where  hast  thou  bene?  &  whither  art  thou 
goinge? 

Sosia 

At  the  kings  court  I  was,  &  there  for  you  (sir)  haue  bene  seekeinge 
640  for  to  intreate  you  from  my  lady  to  come  forth  wth  vnto  her 
who  fayne  would  wth  you  speake  about  a  great  &  weighty  matter 

Naaman. 
I'l  come  wth  out  delay.  But  the  kinge  tell  me,  didst  thou  see 

Sosia 
Yes  &  his  grace  determin'd  was  this  way  for  to  come  presently. 

Naaman 

That's  well.  Begone,  &  tell  my  wyfe  I  will  forth  wth  be  wth  her. 
645  The  cause  she  sendes  (as  I  suspect)  is  about  the  olde  matter 
for  shee  will  neuer  be  content,  till  out  at  dores  she  dryue  me 
by  one  meane  or  an  other:  for  I  dare  not  gayne  say  her  verely 
she  so  out  ragious  ys.  And  yet  I  would  not  her  permitt 
to  haue  her  will,  but  that  phronesium  hath  persuad'd  me  to  yt, 

1  MS.  vnvyse. 
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In  whom  some  litle  confidence  I  haue,  though  altogether  860 

I  do  not  her  beleeue.  But  whom  espye  I  cominge  hither? 
The  kinge  yt  seemes  to  be.  Yt's  he  indeede,  this  fals  out  well 
I'l  wth  this  matter  hym  acquaint,  &  then  desyre  his  counsell. 
Dreede  Soueraigne  lord  all  happines  attend  your  noble  grace 

Kinge  of  Syria. 

Naaman  thanks.  But  I  am  sory  to  see  thee  in  this  case:  6ss 

&  wish  yt  in  my  power  were  any  way  for  to  relieue  thee    ' 
for  the  good  seruice  thou  hast  done  both  to  me  &  my  country. 

Naaman. 

If  any  thinge  I  did  that  gaue  contentment  to  your  honour 
I  am  right  glad,  &  willingly  would  do  my  best  endeuour 
your  frendship  to  continue  still:  for  both  my  lands  &  lyfe  fl«o 

should  be  att  your  command,  yf  I  could  gett  cur'd  of  yowr  griefe 

Kinge  of  Syria 

I  doubt  yt  not  (good  prince)  And  yf  thou  canst  of  any  thinge  tell 
that  may  be  for  thy  good,  thou  shalt  haue  my  furterance  &  counsell 

Naaman 

Yowr  loue  still  more  &  more  makes  me  beholdinge  to  your  honour 
where  fore  I  briefely  will,  relyinge  of  your  princely  fauour  ees 

relate  vnto  your  grace  that  wch  a  captyue  mayde  of  Israeli 
(who  longe  tyme  hath  me  iustly  seru'd)  did  lately  to  me  tell 
seemeinge  to  pitty  my  distresse,  as  her  teares  playnly  shewed 

Kinge  of  Syria 

Boldly  so  do.  And  many  tymes  the  simple  &  vnlearned 
a  salue  for  some  sores  do  fynd  out,  where  of  the  wysest  men        o?o 
&  such  as  were  esteem'd  the  best  phisitions,  did  neuer  dreame. 

Naaman 

I  wish  (quoth  shee)  my  maister  would  voutsaf  e  to  make  a  iourney 
vnto  a  prophet  in  Samaria,  wch  ys  my  natyue  country 
there  of  hys  leprosy  wth  out  all  doubt  he  might  be  cured 
And  to  add  credit  to  her  speech,  very  strange  thinges  she  related,  975 
most  confidently  wch  he  had  done.  And  cause  why  she  should  lye  [fo!.184»] 
I  do  know  none,  but  much  hurt  would  vnto  her  come  there  by 

Kinge  of  Syria 

It's  true,  wherefore  Naaman  go  at  all  adventures  thither 
&  triall  make :  perhaps  thou  may  agayne  thy  health  recouer. 
And  then  thy  paynes  were  well  bestow'd.  And  to  suppose  the  worst  oso 
yf  thou  do  get  no  help  thy  paynes  &  charges  were  but  lost. 
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And  I  will  write  in  thy  behalfe  a  letter  to  the  kinge 

to  be  deliuered  by  thy  selfe  sealed  wth  myne  owne  ringe. 

And  syth  there's  daunger  in  delay  to  one  that  is  in  misery 

«SB  I'l  go,  &  yt  indite,  that  thou  may  forth  wth  take  thy  iourney. 
Wherefore  Naaman  come,  &  let's  no  longer  stay. 

Naaman 
Thankes  gratious  lord,  I'l  be  at  your  command  both  night  &  day. 

Strato. 

What  tayle  ys  this  (my  lord  Leonidas)  that  Bromea  to  vs  told? 
a  thinge  where  of  I  neuer  dreamde,  that  prince  Naaman  could 

«ec  haue  bene  persuaded  by  a  foolish  gyrle  to  make  a  iourney 
in  to  Samaria  so  farre  hence,  beinge  so  weake  of  body, 
for  he  will  neuer  able  bee  to  go  thither  on  my  credit 

Leonidas. 

Lord  Strato  yt's  most  true :  Phronesiuw  hath  persuad'd  hym  to  yt 
&  he  ought  not  to  be  condem'd,  yf  he  there  to  consent 

096  rather  then  lyue  both  night  &  day  (as  he  doth)  in  such  torment 
for  any  one  would  in  his  case  of  euery  thinge  make  triall 
in  hope  at  length  some  hope  to  fynde,  although  yt  were  but  small, 
rather  then  desperately  dispayre,  where  in  more  torture  ys 
then  in  the  malady  yt  selfe,  as  many  haue  found  ere  this. 

700  &  wisht  they  had  done  other  wyse,  when  that  yt  was  to  late. 
But  you  perhaps  th'aduise  esteeme  that's  sould  at  highest  rate, 
yet  scorne  not  theyrs  that's  easy  prizd,  or  freely  ys  bestowed 
as  her's,  wch  thankfully  ys  geuen  for  benefits  receiued 

Strato. 

It  seemes  the  prince  then  in  your  iudgment's  wyse  for  takinge 
counsell 

706  of  such  a  seely  wench,  who  hardly  will  a  true  tayle  tell. 

Leonidas 

She's  not  so  seely  as  you  thinke  (my  lord)  for  where  as  shee 
a  boundslaue  was,  for  her  good  seruice  now  they  haue  made  her  free 
And  nothing's  at  home  or  abroad  but  she  performes  yt  well 
&  faythfully :  why  should  they  not  then  here  in  take  her  counsell? 

710  especially  when  there's  great  cause  where  fore  she  should  not  lye 
syth  both  her  mantenance  &  credit  there  on  dependinge  bee. 

Strato. 

You  are  deceiued  much  (my  lord)  yf  so  persuad'd  you  bee 
because  phronesium  altogether  doth  take  part  wth  her  lady 
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who  of  his  company  would  fayne  be  rydd,  &  thinkes  (alas) 

this  for  to  be  the  readyest  way  to  bringe  the  same  to  passe.  7i0 

wherefore  except  the  prince  their  counsell  do  reiect,  &  stay 

at  home,  &  looke  well  to  hym  selfe,  he'l  be  vndone  for  ay. 

Leonidas  [fol.  I84t>] 

You  are  deceiud,  my  lord.  But  tell  me  why  you  do  thinke  so. 

Strato 

vnto  me  then  geue  eare.  In  the  late  warres  (as  you  well  know) 
wch  wth  ^6  israelits  we  had,  the  prince  hym  selfe  behaued  7ao 

so  manfully,  that  no  few  of  his  enemyes  he  killed 
&  many  captyue  lead  away,  &  made  the  rest  to  flye, 
&  some  do  say  Achab  their  kinge  vpon  his  sword  did  dye. 
And  as  his  valour  was  an  honour  amongst  vs,  euen  so 
yt  was  a  terrour  to  his  foes,  &  hatefull  as  you  know.  795 

for  naturally  we  wish  their  deathes  of  whom  we  stand  in  feare 
of  our  owne  lyues,  or  by  whom  our  dear'st  frendes  destroyed  were. 
All  wch  ys  well  knowne  to  his  wyfe,  wch  made  her  to  suborne 
her  mayde  to  moue  hym  for  to  go,  in  hope  sound  to  returne, 
but  vnderhand  intendinge  for  to  haue  her  husband  slayne  7so 

there  by  his  foes:  &  then  she  might  be  free  to  mary  agayne 
some  one  that  she  doth  better  lyke.  wherefore  whyle  yet  you  may 
preuent  this  mischiefe  by  intreatinge  hym  at  home  to  stay 
wch  he  will  do  at  your  request,  he  so  entyrely  loues  you 

Leonidas 

I  no  sufficient  cause  do  see  to  moue  hym  there  vnto  7sn 

otherwyse  I  would  (you  may  be  sure)  do  my  best  hym  to  stay 
at  home.  But  there  ys  litle  cause  of  feare  in  that  you  say 
for  although  his  good  fortune  was  by  his  foes  then  much  envyed 
yet  now  they  are  become  his  frendes,  &  all  iarres  are  appeased. 
Neyther  hath  his  wyfe  nor  his  mayde  I  thinke  any  such  intention :  7*0 
but  wish  his  health,  &  of  meere  loue  to  hym  haue  made  this  motion 
Where  fore  you  do  them  wronge  for  to  condemn e  them  wth  out  cause 

Strato. 

Well  patronize  them  as  you  list,  the  ende  will  all  disclose 
but  yet  here  after  do  not  say  that  you  were  not  fore  warned 
yf  yt  should  yll  fall  out.  But  to  admitt  I  be  deceiued  7*6 

in  thinkinge  thus :  are  you  persuad'd  I  pray  you  tell  me  seriously 
that  he  may  cured  bee  yf  he  will  vndertake  this  iouraey. 
And  do  you  thinke  that  aU  ys  true  related  by  Phronesium? 
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Leonidas 
What  els  (my  lord)  syth  shee  yt  saw  ere  that  thence  she  did  come 

Strato. 

,50  Well  be  yt  so:  Tyme  truth  will  tell,  &  bringe  all  thinges  to  light 
But  sure  he  should  not  go,  yf  hinder  hym  any  way  I  might, 
for  I  feare  yt's  not  for  his  good,  as  forward  else  would  I  bee 
hym  forward  for  to  sett,  as  you,  Phronesium,  or  his  laydy. 

Leonidas 

All  perills  yt's  good  to  cast.  But  yet  you  should  as  well  consider 
766  what  good  will  come  there  of,  yf  he  his  health  agayne  recouer. 
for  first  the  kinge  a  worthy  generall  of  his  warres  shall  haue, 
his  lady  a  kynde  husband,  &  we  all  a  captayne  braue. 
But  who  be  these  that  here  be  cominge? 

Strato. 

Yts  Bromia  our  kytchyn  mayd 
&  dorio  the  skull '  a  very  loyteringe  lither  ladd, 
[fol.185*]  as  euer  did  on  two  feete  go.  It's  mervell  but  thei'l  iangle 

76i  before  they  part.  Let's  stand  asyde  awhile  &  here  them  wrangle 

Bromia 
Whither  snekes  thou  now  out  of  the  dores  so  closly  arrand  knaue? 

Dorio 

What's  that  to  the  piskytchyn?  Nothinge  to  do  wth  in  I  haue 
meddle  wth  thyne  owne  burnt  shynnes  &  dublet  tayle  fisgig 

thou  art 
7«6  for  when  I  list  I'l  go  abroad  in  the  spyte  of  thy  heart 

Bromia 

What  sayst  thou  rogue?  this  fardell  cary  into  the  parler  presently. 
&  forth  wth  come  agayne,  for  1  haue  other  busines  for  thee. 

Dorio 

My  leges  scarce  able  are  to  beare  my  body :  then  wth  this  fardell 
how  thinkes  thou  I  can  also  loaded  go?  Sure  yt's  not  possible. 

Bromia 

770  The  felow's  drunke  I'l  lay  my  lyfe,  he  reeles  so  to  &  fro : 
This  is  a  fitt  man  to  committ  a  busines  vnto 

Dorio 

Minion  gett  thee  in  &  dresse  the  kytchyn :  Thou  hearest  what  I  say. 
be  gone  &  as  thou  feares  my  frowne,  loyter  not  by  the  way. 


MS.  altered  from  skyll. 
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Bromia 

Art  thou  a  commander  become  rascall?  wilt  thou  appoynt  mee 
what  I  must  do  capshoten  felow?  my  hands  I  can  hold  hardly      7,5 
but  lugg  thee  by  thy  asses  eares,  &  scratch  thee  by  the  face 

Dorio 

Vnlesse  thou  hold  thy  prateinge  scould,  &  beware  what  thou  sayes 
Fl  |ag  the  by  this  light,  &  then  perhaps  thou'l  hold  thy  prateinge 

Bromia 

While  thou  so  lowde  barkes  dogged  felow  I  do  no  whit  feare  by- 
tinge 

Strato 

What  a  virago's  this  (my  lord?  I  shall  laugh  yf  shee  pomell          780 
&  beate  hym  well  &  thriftely  about  pate  wth  her  pantafle. 

Bromia 
Lobcocke  about  thy  busines  go.  or  else  I'l  sett  thee  packinge. 

Dorio 
I'l  curtail  that  foule  tongue  of  thyne  vnlesse  thou  hold  thy  gagling. 

Bromia 

To  be  controw'lld  by  such  a  coward  I  vtterly  dispyse 
lay  but  one  finger  on  me  rogue,  &  I'l  scratch  out  thy  eyes.  786 

Dorio 

I  well  perceiue  a  womans  weapon  her  tongue  is  &  her  nayls 
she  threatens  so  to  scratch,  &  bitterly  vpon  me  rayles. 
And  agaynst  them  there  ys  no  fence  till  out  the  one  be  cutt 
&  th'other  payred  to  the  quicke.  come  hither  arrand  slutt 
&  I'l  thy  courage  tame  yf  I  can  once  gett  out  my  knife  7»o 

Bromia 
Rascall  what  wilt  thou  do? 

Dorio. 

Nothinge  but  take  away  thy  lyfe. 
Bromia  [fol.l85»>] 

Nay  then  I  see  thou  desperate  art:  I'l  no  more  medle  wth  thee 
but  blesse  me  from  such  wicked  rogues,  as  thou  art  who  would 

kill  me 

But  yet  confesse  thou  art  a  coward,  &  offerest  me  greate  wronge 
in  cominge  wth  thy  knyfe  to  fight  agaynst  my  nayles  &  tongue.    ?»6 
because  the  weapons  are  vnlyke.  I  see  to  cheape  ys  wyne 
that  thou  could  gett  so  much  to  make  the  as  drunke  as  a  swyne. 
But  saucy  lacke  yf  thou  this  fault  vnpunish't  scape,  then  say : 

Ijefperio,  (Ergfinjungsretye  4.  19 
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Dorio 
I  pray  thee  what?  that  thou  a  coward  art  &  hast  bene  ay? 

Bromia 
•oo  Nay  that. 

Dorio. 

Softe,  lett  not  all  out  of  thy  mouth  to  day  be  brayed 
but  some  thinge  keepe  vntill  to  morrow,  lest  thou  be  thought 
tongue  tyed 

Bromia 

What  dost  thou  mocke  me  rogue?  If  I  do  lyue  Fl  tell  my  maister 
what  a  strange  f elow  thou  art,  &  no  thinge  doest  ech  day  but  loyter. 

Dorio 
But  yet  he  may  choose  whether  he  will  beleeue  thy  wordes  or 

myne: 

805  So  longe  I  do  not  care  one  iott,  my  credit's  as  good  as  thyne. 
Where  fore  do  thou  the  wurst  thou  can.  An  so  Bromia  farewell 

Bromia 
Whyther  snekes  thou  now  away?  into  some  corner  to  be  idle. 

Dorio 
I  do  go  hither  &  thither,  but  see  thou  do  tell  no  body  whither 

Bromia 

I  am  not  lyke  vnlesse  I  knew :  but  some  where  thou  wilt  loyter. 
sio  Well  take  thy  pleasure  now ,  but  when  thou  hast  slept  out  thy  surf  ett 
as  I  an  honest  woman  am  thou  shalt  be  soundly  beate. 

Dorio 

Then  am  I  saffe  enough,  for  thou  no  honesty  hast  at  all 
where  fore  Fl  go  &  take  a  napp,  happ  after  what  hap  shall 

Leonidas 
Now  let's  vnto  her  speake  my  lord,  syth  all  the  sport  ys  ended. 

Bromia 

sis  Are  you  two  there  my  lords,  then  of  my  selfe  I  am  a-shamed. 
for  brawlinge  wth  this  leysy  lout,  who  ys  as  lither  as  longe 
&  I  was  forc't  to  beare  wth  hym,  though  he  did  me  great  wronge. 
But  I  am  glad  you  are  both  here,  for  my  lord  doth  intend 
to  take  a  iourney  to  Samaria,  &  doth  me  for  you  sende 
•so  to  go  wth  hym,  &  that  forth  wth,  for  so  he  ys  determined 

Strato. 

I  heartely  do  wish  the  prince  would  better  be  aduised 
for  the  iourney's  to  longue  for  hym  haueinge  so  weake  a  body 
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Leonidas 
I  hope  not  so :  but  hence  let's  go,  lest  he  do  for  vs  tary 

Bromia. 
Is't  true  phronesiuw  that  the  prince  ys  gone  towards  Samaria? 

Phronesium 
As  true  as  I  am  here,  for  I  saw  hym  set  forward  Bromia.  83& 

[Fol.  186  has  been  cut  out.] 

Bromia  lfol.!87»] 

Thinkes  thou  I  will  any  thinge  beleeue  that  thou  to  me  dost  say  ? 
No  verely,  no  wherefore  packe  hence.  Away,  I  say,  away. 
I  shall  fynde  tyme  &  place  enough  to  be  revenged  on  thee 

Doric 

Well  then  I  see  that  in  a  woman  there  ys  no  sparke  of  mercy 
but  syth  intreaty  will  not  serue,  nor  my  suite  graunted  bee  8to 

hanginge  or  grindinge  in  the  mylne  I  feare  will  be  my  destiny 
&  grinding' s  worse  then  hanginge  farre,  for  one  turne  off  the  ladder 
will  ende  ones  paynes,  but  grindinge  ys  payne  that  continues 

longer. 

where  fore  yf  I  can  steale  from  her  I  will  my  selfe  go  drowne 
hange,  or  from  the  topp  of  some  Tower  throw  my  selfe  head 

longe  downe.  »» 

&  breake  my  necke,  for  any  of  these  three  I  thinke  a  man 
had  better  do,  then  lyue  still  in  subiection  to  a  woman. 

Bromia. 
What  dog  pater  noster's  that  wch  to  thy  selfe  thou  there  art 

mumblinge? 

Dorio 
None  Bromia:  I  do  come  but  lyke  a  dogg  that  goes  to  hanginge. 

Naaman. 

I  fynd  Leonidas  by  experience  that  nothinge  ys  so  easy  MO 

but  yt  will  seeme  hard  vnto  hym,  that  doth  the  same  vnwillingly 
for  this  voyage  of  yt  selfe  ys  neyther  paynfull  nor  vnpleasant 
&  yet  I  weary  am,  &  do  begyn  for  feare  to  faynt. 
lest  both  my  labour  &  my  cost  in  vayne  bestowed  bee 

Leonidas 

Take  courage  to  you  (worthy  prince)  all  things  will  fall  out  luckely  »<& 
for  my  mynde  geues  me  that  your  paynes  &  charges  shall  be 

recompensed 

19* 
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wth  the  recouery  of  your  health:  where  fore  be  not  discouraged 
but  chearefully  go  on. 

Naam[an]. 

Art  thou  persuaded  so  Leonidas 

Leonidas 

I  make  no  doubt  there  of:  for  the  gods  will  I  hope  concurre 
•so  wth  your  endeuour,  but  see  you  do  all  things  to  your  honour. 

Naaman 
Or  else  yt  shall  of  ignorance  be.  where  fore  I  craue  your  counsell 

Leonidas 

By  my  aduise  then  >  see  (my  lord  that  you  reward  hym  well 
that  pleasures  you,  &  neyther  cost  nor  charges  see  you  spare 
for  mens  affections  by  that  meane  the  soonest  gotten  are. 
8B6  &  then  they  will  the  readyer  be  to  do  for  you  agayne 
when  for  one  good  turne  they  expect  an  other  to  obtayne 

Naaman. 

for  that  cause  I  haue  wth  me  brought  as  I  before  you  told 
Ten  talents  of  white  syluer,  &  sixe  thousand  crownes  in  gold 
wth  change  of  rayments  of  great  worth,  for  I  care  for  no  charges 
soo  So  that  I  may  my  health  recouer  by  liberall  expenses 
for  that  cost  ys  not  cast  away,  the  wch  ys  so  be-stowed 

Leonidas 

Yowr  honour  sayth  right  well:  &  for  yt  you'l  be  much  esteemed. 
[foU87b]  But  now  we  are  come  almost  to  the  citty:  where  fore  yt's  fittinge 
that  some  body  be  before  you  sent  for  to  take  vp  your  lodgeinge 
see  &  a  chamber  ready  made  agaynst  your  cominge  thither 
&  stables  for  your  horses  also  that  are  *  folowinge  after. 

Naaman 
That's  not  amisse  my  lord,  but  where  thinke  you  that  we 

shall  gett 
an  honest  man  to  be  our  guide  vnto  the  holy  prophett? 

Strato. 

Yowr  honour  shall  neede  none  yf  to  the  kings  court  first  you  go 
870  &  your  letter  to  hym  deliuer,  as  the  kinge  bade  you  do: 

for  doubtlesse  he  will  you  instruct  what's  your  best  course  to  take 
at  the  sight  of  hys  graces  letter,  yf  not  for  charity  sake. 

Naaman 
Lord  Strato  your  aduise  Fl  folow,  &  go  to  morrow  mourninge 

1  MS.  are  interlined  above. 
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to  the  kings  palace  wth  Leonidas,  &  leaue  you  at  my  lodginge. 

till  my  returne.  come  let's  away :  Leonidas  you  alone 

shall  wayte  on  me,  the  rest  shall  go  before  to  make  prouision 

Strato 

How  now  Syrus  are  all  thy  horses  drest,  &  packes  vp  layd 
saffly  both  vnder  locke  &  key,  as  thou  commandment  had? 
that  thou  so  early  gaddinge  art  abroad  this  morninge,  tell  me? 

Syrus 

They  are  my  gratious  lord,  &  that  my  weary  bones  can  testify 
wch  almost  broken  are  wth  bearinge  them,  theyr  waight  was  such 

Strato 
Did  notthe  horses  beare  the  packes,  that  thou  complaynes  so  much? 

Syrus 

Yes  by  the  way  my  lord:  but  I  them  loaded  &  vnloaded. 
But  now  I  hope  I  shall  fynde  ease:  &  vnlesse  that  be  graunted 
no  longe  tyme  I  shall  trouble  you. 

Strato. 

Why  wilt  thou  runne  away? 

Syrus 
Oh  no  my  lord :  that  neuer  was  my  meaninge,  truth  to  say. 

Strato 
Be  lyke  then  now  thou  lyest,  yf  thou  neuer  meant  the  truth  to  vtter 

Syrus. 

mistake  you  me  agayne?  I'l  make  you  vnderstand  me  better, 
yf  your  lordship  will  geue  me  leaue :  I  streight  way  shall  be  dead 
if  I  drudge  thus,  &  then  you  shall  no  more  wth  me  be  troubled. 

Storax 

And  I  am  in  litle  better  case  my  leggs  so  weary  are 
wth  dablinge  through  the  myre  &  dirte  after  the  packes  so  farre, 
&  for  want  of  my  mournings  draught  my  stomacke  ys  almost  gone 

Strato 

Comfort  your  selues  rogues  for  your  bellyes  shall  filled  be  anone 
wth  wyne  &  dilicate  cates,  yf  that  the  prince  his  health  recouer 

Storax 
Hey  day  my  heart  all  ready  ys,  a  pound  at  the  least  lighter. 

Syrus 
And  myne:  for  to  be  playne  my  mynd  was  longe  synce  in  the 

potage  pott 
But  what  will  of  vs  two  become  (syr)  yf  that  he  recouer  not? 
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[f  ol.l88  »J  Strato 

Then  must  you  forced  be  to  fast,  &  pyne  away  wth  griefe 

Syrus 

900  Nay  whether  he  lyue  or  dye  (my  lord)  we  must  needes  haue  relief e, 
&  quickly  to,  or  else  we  dye,  for  faynt  we  do  all  ready 

Strato. 

Alas  pore  rogues!  comfort  your  selues,  for  I  was  but  in  iest 
go  stuffe  your  skynnes  wth  beare  and  wynne,  &  that  euen  of 

the  best, 

this  mourninge  to  styrre  vp  your  spirits 
Stor[ax].     Syr[us]. 

Our  hearts  then  you  haue  wonne 
OCR  for  euer  more,  come  let's  be  gone  as  fast  as  we  can  runne. 

Kinge  of  Israeli. 

Most  worthy  prince  Naaman  I  am  glad  you  here  to  see 
though  very  sory  that  you  are  so  infirme  of  your  body 
How  doth  the  worthy  kinge  of  Syria,  my  frende,  your  lord  &  maister 

Naaman. 

He's  well  my  liege,  &  to  your  grace  hym  kyndly  doth  remember : 
910  And  hath  this  letter  by  me  sent  vnto  your  royall  maiesty 
hopeinge  that  the  contents  there  of  your  grace  will  not  deny. 

Kinge  of  Israeli.     , 

Know  Kinge  of  Israeli  that  Naaman  this  my  seruant  I 
haue  to  you  sent  to  th'ende  he  might  be  cured  of  his  leprosy. 
What's  this?  Thinkes  he  that  I  am  god  that  can  kill  &  geue  lyfe 
sis  that  he  hath  sent  this  man  that  I  might  cure  hym  of  his  griefe? 
That  he  occasions  seekes  against  me  now  yt  doth  appeare 
The  very  sight  here  of  makes  me  my  garments  off  to  teare. 
who  able  ys  such  speeches  to  endure?  Sure  I  thinke  none 
wherefore  lest  into  greater  passion  I  fall,  I  will  be  gone. 

Naaman. 
920  for  euer  more  I  am  vndone.  Alas  what  shall  I  do? 

to  whom  shall  I  for  succour  flee?  woe's  me  whither  shall  I  go? 
The  matter's  come  now  to  thys  passe  that  yf  all  men  should  lay 
their  heades  to  gether  me  for  to  help,  they  can  not  tell  wcb  way. 
0  heauen!  o  earth!  o  cruell  fate!  I  am  so  much  disquieted 
»25  that  I  can  not  tell  where  to  rest?  the  king's  so  discontented. 
Alas  into  what  misery  am  I  fallen  pore  wretche  man 
&  how  to  free  my  selfe  there  of,  no  way  diuise  I  can. 
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yf  I  here  stay,  I  am  in  feare  my  lyfe  they  will  take  from  mee. 

yf  I  returne,  I  must  wth  shame  for  euer  lyue  in  misery. 

And  there  ys  none  to  whom  I  may  this  my  great  griefe  impart     98o 

not  to  Artemona  my  wyfe,  lest  she  me  ouerthwart. 

Nor  to  phronesiuw  my  mayd,  who  by  her  crafte  &  subtilty 

the  only  woman  was  that  me  persuaded  to  this  iourney. 

And  my  frendes  will  laugh  at  me,  yf  they *  once  there  of  should  heare 

because  I  to  a  seely  wench  so  easely  gaue  eare  0>6 

In  do  confesse  to  late  alas,  that  I  was  yll  aduised 

when  I  tooke  counsell  of  them  two,  &  was  but  shollow  witted 

Or  else  I  had  fore  seene  their  guyle,  &  yt  preuented  to.  [fol.!88b] 

0  flatteringe  wyfe!  o  vnkynd  mayd!  what  made  you  thus  to  do? 

Wyfe  yf  I  had  not  loued  thee,  thou  might3  me  thus  haue  serued  »40 

&  so  might  thou  phronesium  yf  that  I  had  not  the  trusted. 

But  why  do  I  complayne  of  you  ?  I  rather  should  be  angry 

wth  myne  owne  selfe  who  you  beleeu'd.  But  I  pay  for  my  foly. 

How  many  occasions  gaue  you  me  you  for  to  haue  suspected 

yf  that  I  had  not  senslesse 8  beene,  or  else  by  you  enchaunted.      945 

The  gods  offended  are  wth  me,  I  verely  beleeue 

for  that  I  sett  them  not  at  light  but  did  them  credit  geue 

0  lupiter  am  I  the  subiect  of  thy  fury  made 

0  fortune  could  thou  frowne  on  none  but  me?  now  I  persuade, 
my  selfe  that  they  this  plott  did  lay  to  gett  ridd  of  my  company  «*,, 
&  yet  I  had  not  so  good  happ  as  to  preuent  their  knauery. 

1  thought  the  kinge  of  Israel  would  haue  taken  my  lords  letter 
in  better  part,  &  not  haue  bene  mou'd  there  wth  vnto  anger. 
What  will  my  liege  say  when  he  heares  there  of ?  I  feare  yt  will 
sett  them  to  gether  by  the  eares,  &  make  them  much  blood  spill   »™ 
on  eyther  part,  for  doubtfull  ys  th'euent  of  warres,  for  hee 

ofte  goes  home  by  the  weepinge  crosse  thatgoe  away  wth  victory. 

But  much  I  musen  where  Leonidas  ys,  whom  I  appoynted 

my  cominge  here  for  to  expect.  I  feare  he  ys  informed 

of  th'vnkynd  welcome  that  I  had,  &  then  gott  hym  away  9«o 

Leonidas 

My  lord  the  prince  appoynted  me  here  for  hym  for  to  stay 
but  he  hath  me  preuented  as  yt  seemes.  Alas  what  ayleth 
hym  for  to  wringe  his  hands  so  pittifully?  some  thinge  hym 

troubleth. 
»  MS.  the.  a  MS.  migh.  9  MS.  senlesse. 
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Naaman. 

Leonidas  are  you  there?  I  was  afray'd  you  had  bene  gone 
965  heareinge  of  my  distressed  case,  &  lefte  me  here  alone. 

Leonidas 
Be  that  farre  from  me  (worthy  prince.)   But  what  hath  you 

dismay  de? 
tell  me  my  lord.  Why  speake  you  not?  wherefore  are  you  afrayd? 

Naaman 
I  am  (Leonidas)  quite  vndone :  &  there's  no  hope  of  remedy 

Leonidas 
Why  what  misfortunes  you  be  fallen?  Briefly  my  good  lord  tell  me. 

Naaman 
970  My  lyfe  in  damige  ys  Leonidas. 

Leonpdas]. 

Yowr  lyfe?  the  gods  forbid 
what  ys  the  matter  my  lord?  Nothinge  I  pray  you  from  me  hyde 

Naaman. 

My  cure's  not  only  come  to  nought,  but  thinke  yt  well  I  may 
yf  I,  infected  as  I  am,  escape  wth  lyfe  away. 

Leonidas 
These  circumstances  lay  asyde  (my  lord)  for  they  much  fright  me. 

Naaman 

975  Well  then  I  will.  To  the  kings  court  I  went  from  you  directly 
&  at  my  cominge  thither  hee  most  frendly  me  saluted : 
but  when  the  letter  he  had  read,  wch  I  to  hym  deliuered, 
[fol.189*]  he  by  &  by  fell  in  a  rage,  &  his  garments  did  teare 

&  lookeinge  on  me  frowningly ,  sayd,  to  my  grief e  &  f eare : 
980  Thinkes  your  kinge  I  am  god  that  hath  power  for  to  kill  &  saue 
alyue?  or  doth  he  send  this  man  vnto  me  for  to  haue 
hym  cured  of  his  leprosy,  as  though  I  were  omnipotent? 
0  impious  act!  I  pray  you  marke  yf  he  haue  not  intent 
to  pyke  a  quarell  agaynst  me  that  he  might  invade  my  country? 

Leonidas 
»85  Out  &  alas!  what's  this  I  heare?  yt  falls  out  toto  strangely 

Naaman 

Thinke  you  leonidas  that  I  was  able  to  speake  a  word? 
No,  no,  my  heart  did  was *  as  could  as  any  stone  my  lord. 


1  Read  wax. 
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Leonidas 
It  was  no  meruell  worthy  prince:  to  heare  yt  I  am  frighted 

Naaman 
At  length  beinge  full  of  sorrow,  my  self e  away  I  thence  conueyed 

Leonidas 

0  misery!  It's  a  true  sayinge:  that  trouble  sooner  happeneth        900 
&  grief  e  of  mynde  vnto  a  man,  then  that  wch  he  desyreth. 

Naaman. 

Alas  pore  wretch  I  am,  of  how  great  hope  am  I  now  frustrate? 
&  yet  I  do  know  no  cause  why,  vnlesse  yt  be  for  that 

1  am  borne  miseries  to  endure.  But  where  fore  stay  we  here 

so  longe  with  daunger  of  our  lyues?  for  that  I  hourely  feare.        »0» 
And  all  my  expectation's  gone  of  gettinge  health  agayne. 
Now  that  my  wyfe  &  mayde  haue  cosned  me  yt  ys  most  playne, 
&  that  through  their  most  subtill  witts,  &  longe  practised  policy 
for  they  are  full  of  shiftes  &  prone  vnto  all  kynde  of  knauery. 

Leonidas 

Oh  wo  ys  me!  I  dye  pore  wretch.  I  know  not  what  aduise  1000 

to  geue  hym,  syth  all  thinges  so  crosly  happ,  &  farre  other  wyse 
then  I  did  thinke  they  would  haue  done,  or  any  man  haue  imagined. 

Naaman. 

Gome  let's  away  wth  out  delay.  But  whom  here  spye  I  cominge 
from  the  kings  court  ?  Let's  runne  away,  &  saue  our  lyues  by  fleeinge. 

Leonidas 

Oh  no  my  lord,  I  pray  you  stay,  what  can  one  single  man  1005 

&  he  vnarm'd  be  able  for  to  do  agaynst  vs  twayne? 
you  were  not  wont  to  be  afrayd  in  the  midle  of  your  foes. 
What  then  dawnt's  you  so  now,  when  as  the  odds  on  our  syde  goes? 

Naaman. 

It's  true  you  say,  yet  yt's  our  best  to  get  vs  hence  away 
lest  we  to  late  repent.  At  your  request  yet  I  will  stay.  1010 

Melchias 

I  neuer  saw  in  all  my  lyfe  the  kinge  so  much  distempered 
as  at  this  tyme:  But  yt  was  well  the  prince  so  soone  departed 
&  place  vnto  his  anger  gaue  wth  silence  very  wysely 
lest  he  had  into  greatter  passions  growne  &  bene  more  angry. 

Naaman 

Lo  the  man  of  his  anger  speakes.  I  am  vndone  for  ay  ion 

vnlesse  the  gods  do  bringe  me  helpe,  for  wch  I  humbly  pray. 
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[fol.!89t>]  Melchias 

But  now  a  messenger  from  Eliseus  sent  hath  hym  appeased 
&  I  am  sent  to  comfort  hym,  who  yt  seemes  ys  sore  frighted 

Leonidas. 

0  happy  newes!  do  you  not  heare  what  the  man  sayth  my  lord 

Naaman 

loao  Yes  well:  &  I  some  what  reuyued  am  at  that  very  word, 
though  all  my  feare  ys  not  expelled  quite  yet  from  my  heart 
Kings  speeches  were  to  me  so  bitter,  sharpe,  &  ouerthwart. 

Leonidas 

Take  courage  (syr)  &  to  hym  speake :  I  hope  all  well  will  bee 

Naaman. 

1  will,  wellcome  my  frende.  what  newes  at  court,  I  pray  the  tell  me 

Melchias 

loas  Whom  haue  we  here?  It  euen  ys  the  prince  for  whom  I  sought 
See  how  the  pore  man  trembles  yet,  he  was  in  such  feare  brought. 

Naaman. 
Is't  me  you  woulde  speake  wth. 

Melch[ias]. 

yes  wth  your  selfe  renowned  captayne 

Naaman 
What's  be  come  of  my  goods?  I  pray  the  tell  me  yf  thou  can. 

Melchias 
Be  of  good  cheare  for  all  are  saff e :  and  the  kinge  now  ys  pacifyed 

Naaman. 

io»o  I  hardly  can  thinke  so  my  frend,  so  thoroughly  he  was  angred 
but  yf  his  fury  were  asswag'd  some  what,  I  should  be  glad 

Melchias 

All  daunger's  past  vpon  my  credit,  wherefore  be  not  afrayd 

Naaman 

0  happy  newes  (yf  yt  be  true)  but  how  may  I  beleeue  yt 

Melchias 

1  after  the  kinge  departed  was  &  gone  out  of  your  sight 
toss  his  fury  did  continue  still.  But  at  the  length  there  came 

to  hym  forth  wth  the  prophets  man,  &  did  appease  the  same. 

Naaman. 
I  pray  you  tell  me  how  that  I  may  geue  credit  there  vnto 

1  Preceding  v.  1034  the  following  line  was  written  and  then  delated: 
When  you  w*  sience  had  conveyed  your  self  out  of  his  sight. 
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Melchias 

Surely  my  lord  I  must  confesse,  yt  was  wth  much  ado, 
yet  he  effected  yt  at  length,  &  thus.  0  kinge  (quoth  hee) 
my  maister  Eliseus  wth  remembrance  of  his  duty  1040 

lets  your  grace  vnderstand  by  me,  that  no  iust  cause  of  anger 
your  maiesty  had  to  haue  bene  offended  wth  the  straunger 
that  was  from  Syria  come:  or  your  garments  for  to  haue  rent 
but  rather  should  the  pore  distressed  man  haue  to  hym  sent 
that  by  experience  he  might  fynde  that  prophets  are  in  Israel       to«5 
that  able  are  to  cure  his  grief e,  as,yow  grace  knows  right  well 

Leonidas 
What  ioyfull  newes  ys  this  I  heare? 

Naamfan]. 

I  longe  vntill  I  do 

heare  (good  yonge  man)  what  answeare  then  the  kinge  made 
there  vnto. 

Melchias 

At  first  he  sylent  was,  &  one  word  spake  not  good  or  badd 
but  afterward  when  that  his  choler  &  passion  were  alayd  IOBO 

he  turninge  towards  me  did  say:  Melchias  go  thy  way  [fol.l90a] 

&  call  the  prince  of  Syria  back  agayne  wth  out  delay 
&  tell  hym  what  the  prophet  sayd:  Thus  spake  his  grace  my  lord 
wch  so  soone  as  I  heard,  I  runninge  came  to  bringe  you  word. 

Naaman. 

0  lupiter  continue  still  these  fauours  I  beseech  thee  IOBB 
towardes  me  as  thou  hast  begune,  &  then  I  shall  be  happy. 

But  tell  me  is  this  true  thou  sayst,  or  am  I  in  a  dreame. 

Melchias 

Do  you  yet  doubt  there  of  (my  lord)?  To  lye  I  do  not  meane 
All  though  I  but  a  pore  man  be,  I  care  haue  of  my  credit 
&  will  no  vntruth  tell,  though  I  might  gayne  a  kingdome  by  yt.    io«o 

Naaman. 

1  you  commende,  &  credit  geue  vnto  your  wordes  yonge  man. 
This  smale  remembrance  take  to  recompence  some  part  of  thy 

payne 

&  kyndnes  to  me  shew'd:  &  better  you  shall  be  rewarded 
here  after  if  I  lyue,  &  be  agayne  to  health  restored 

Melchias 
Nothinge  (sir)  I  will  take,  vnlesse  that  my  payneshad  bene  greatter  io«& 
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Naamon. 
If  you  loue  me  deny  yt  not,  for  you  deserue  a  better 

Melchias 

well  then  I'l  take't  wth  thankes,  &  euer  be  at  jour  command 
but  let's  be  gone  lest  your  owne  good  wth  lingringe  you  wth  stand. 
&  I'l  conduct  you  to  the  prophets  house,  that's  not  farre  hence 

Naaman 
1070  Thankes  my  good  frend  I'l  go,  &  this  thy  kyndnes  also  re- 

compence. 

I  well  perceiue  to  my  great  ioy,  the  kings  countenance  towards  me 
ys  chang'd,  for  he  before  did  frowne  but  now  he  looketh  on  me 

chearefully 

&  frendly  bade  we  go  vnto  the  house  of  Eliseus 
wch  is  this  same  that  standeth  here,  for  so  Melchias  told  vs. 
io75  And  opportunely  I  espy  his  man  now  cominge  hither 

I'l  hym  salute.  My  frende  well  mett :  I  pray  you  where's  yowr 
maister? 

Giezi 

He  ys  wth  in  (most  worthy  prince)  &  heareinge  of  your  cominge 
he  me  commanded  wth  this  message  to  come  vnto  you,  sayinge: 
Go  wash  your  body  seuen  tymes  in  lordan,  &  restore 
lose  you  yt  shall  to  as  perfect  health  as  euer  you  had  before. 

And  so  in  hast  (syth  that  occasions  draw  me  hence)  I'l  leaue  you 

Naaman 

Immortall  gods:  how  sodaynly  are  my  ioys  turn'd  to  sorrow? 
Alas  I  thought  the  prophet  would  hym  selfe  haue  come  vnto  me 
&  invocateinge  his  lord  god,  wth  his  hand  touch't  my  body 
loss  &  so  haue  cured  my  disease.  But  yt  seemes  that  he  will 

not  voutsaffe  to  come  out  at  dores,  but  sent  one  of  smale  skill 
(as  you  sawe)  for  to  bid  me  go,  &  wash  my  selfe  in  lordan 
seuen  tymes  &  I  shall  be  restored  vnto  my  health  agayne. 
T'  is  a  ridicolous  thinge,  &  vnlyke  for  to  come  to  passe. 
io»o  perhaps  he  thinketh  that  wth  some  madd  dogg  I  bitten  was 
&  not  wth  Leprosy  infec't,  &  there  fore  he  did  bid  me 
to  washe  me  in  the  ryuer  lordan,  &  so  cur'd  I  should  bee. 
[fol.!90b]  Are  not  Pharphar  &  Abana  Riuers  of  Damascus  better 

then  all  the  waters  that  in  Israeli  bee?  And  there  fore  hither 
io»6  I  neede  not  to  haue  come,  yf  washinge  had  for  my  disease 
a  remedy  beene.  But  this  lordan  (yf  yt  for  sooth  do  please 
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the  gods)  shall  make  me  whole,  &  none  but  this.  It's  ameere  fable 
for  my  disease  so  deepe  ys  in  my  flesh,  that  yt's  not  possible 
yt  should  be  washed  thus  away:  where  fore  (my  lord  Leonidas) 
let's  forth  wth  hence  depart,  for  to  my  griefe  I  see  (alas)  , 

that  whither  so  euer  I  do  go  I  hated  am  or  mocked 

Leonidas. 

Oh  no  (my  lord)  I  wish  that  you  would  better  be  aduised. 
for  yf  to  do  a  greater  thinge  the  prophet  had  you  bidden 
yt  were  your  part  (my  lord)  the  same  for  to  haue  vnder  taken, 
for  yt  a  wyse  man  doth  become  all  maner  of  things  to  try  j 

both  greate  &  smale  rather  then  lyue  always  in  payne  &  misery 

Naaman. 

Why  do  you  thinke  Leonidas  that  I  may  only  by  washinge 
be  cur'd?  Surely  in  my  conceipt  yt's  an  vnlykely  thinge. 

Leonidas 

Dyspayre  not  worthy  prince,  for  weaker  salues  haue  often  cured 
more  desperate  sores  then  this  of  yours  beinge  fitly  applyed 
sooner  then  sharper  medicynes  could  haue  done:  &  there  fore 

folow 
the  prophets  counsell,  &  I  hope  much  good  yt  will  be  for  you. 

Naaman. 
Leonidas  thinkes  thou  so?  And  Storax  what  ys  thy  opinion? 

Storax 

It  ys  no  greate  paynes  lost  my  lord  yf  you  try  this  conclusion 
&  seuen  tymes  in  lordan  wash  your  body  as  he  you  bade, 
the  cost  ys  none :  the  labour  litle,  &  the  triall's  quickly  made. 
When  out  of  Syria  you  did  come  you  fully  were  resolued 
to  do  all  thinges  that  by  the  prophet  should  be  you  enioyned 
what  paynes  or  cost  so  euer  yt  requird,  were  yt  lesse  or  more. 
And  will  you  backe  returne  agayne  (my  gratious  lord)  before 
you  triall  make  of  his  wordes  after  your  iourney  that  so  costly 
&  paynefull  was?  &  that  wch  he  enioyns  you  ys  so  easy? 
What  will  your  mayd  Phronesium  say?  How'l  your  wyfe  you 

vpbrayd 

when  they  perceiue  that  vaynly  you  haue  this  longe  iourney  made, 
to  your  great  cost  &  home  returne  as  infirme  as  you  went? 
&  heare  that  you  might  haue  bene  cur'd,  yf  you  had  bene  content 
your  selff  e  t'haue  washed  seuen  tymes  in  the  riuer  of  fleame  lordan 
&  you  would  not  so  do?  Then  will  you  wishe  you  there  agayne 
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to  late  (alas)  wth  shame  &  griefe.  Where  fore  be  ruled  now 
HBO  by  reason  while  you  yet  are  here:  &  the  prophets  counsell  folow, 
wch  eyther  will  be  for  your  good,  or  else  will  you  excuse. 
To  make  this  short  experiment  then  (my  lord)  do  not  refuse, 
while  opportunity  fitly  serues,  because  you  know  not  whether 
the  same  will  offered  be  to  you  agayne  euer  or  neuer. 

Naaman 
use  You  wish  me  both  then  for  to  go  &  washe  me  in  that  floode 

Leonidas.  Storax. 
We  do  in  deede,  &  doubt  not  but  yt  will  be  for  your  good. 
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Husg.  bes  in  ben  publifattonen  ber  <BefeIIfd)aft  sur  fjerousgabe  ber  | 

Denfmaler  ber  (Eonlunft  in  ^fterretd}  oeroffentli^ten  tlejtes.    1904.  ! 
312  $.     8°.   1904.                                       6  IU!.;  £a>6.  6,60  ITt!. 

|  pfeiffer,  d.:  (Btfrtb,  6er  Dieter  6er  (EoangeKen^armonic,  | 

im   (Betoanbe   (etner  3ett.     (Etne  Itterar*  unb  !ultur^iftor.  Stubie.  j 

134  S.    gr.  8°.     1905.  2,60  IU!.;  geb.  3,40  ITH.  \ 

iitniiiitiuiiiuiiiuiimuiiuiiiiuuiuitinuuiiHuuiiiuiuHiiiiiiHimiiuinniniiHuiiuiiiiiiiuiuiiHiiiiiiniiitiiii  .....  tiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuuiiiuiiiini 

Dcrlag  oon  Oan6en^oed  &  Ruprcdjt  in  (Bottingen. 


be3  SBerlegerl  30  gSrojcHt  tmb  bc8  ©ortitnenttrS  20 
amiimmMiiimimiimmimimiiiiimiiimiiinimim 

I   Pfetffer,   $van$:   Deutftfye  Htyftlter  bes  14.  3aWunberts.   2  Bbe.  j 

9r.  8  °.    i.  Bb.  Jjermann  D.  Sritjlar,  llicolaus  Don  Strafe--  | 

6ur09  Dam6  Don  flltgsblirg.     2.  unoeranb.  Hufl.    Hnafta*  \ 

ttjdjer  tteubruc!  ber  Husgabc  »on   1845.     1907.     XLVDI,  612  S.  I 

Se^It  3ur  3ett.  -  2.  Bb.  MTctJter  <Edl)art.    3.  unoerdnb.  Hufl.  | 

Hnajtatifaer  Iteubruc!  ber  Husg.  D.  1857.  XIV,  687  S.   1914.    12  tm.  | 

i  3eu&,  Kajp.r  Die  Deutfefyeit  unb  6ie  nod^borftammc.  2.  un-  | 

ocrdnbcrtc  Huflagc.    flnaftattfd)er  Heubrud  ber  Husgabe  t>on  1837.  i 

Vin,  780  S.     8°.     1904.  16  Ut!.  | 

I   (5rimm,  Jac.r  unb  DDil^.  <5ttmm:  Bttcfc  an  (Beorg  Jricbr.  Benecfe  aus  ] 

ben  3.  1808-1829,  m.  Hnmerfungen  Ijrsg.  o.  Wilt}.  ITtuIIer.    XII,  j 

188  S.     gr.  8.     1889.  4  ITtt.  ] 

|  (Browne,  cEmft:  Die  ^ausnamcn  un6  tjausscl^cn,  i^re  ©e»  i 

ftf)id)te,  Derbrettung  unb  (Etntoirfung  auf  tie  Btlbung  ber  5«^^iei^  I 

unb  (Baffennamen.    214  S.    gr.  8°.     1912.  6  Ittf.  j 

j    Qeittridi,  Konrab:  (El^Sfelbif^e  Kin6erlte6er  gefammelt.    40  S. 

II.  8°.     1911.  60  Pfg.  I 

I  Kaifer,  Hboif:  Die  $ajtnad)tsfpieic  D.  6.  Actio  de  sponsu.  ; 

€tn  Beitrag  $ur  <5efd}td}te  bes  beut|d)en  5a[^adjtsfpieles.     139  S.  j 

gr.  8*.     1899.  3  tttf.  j 

Die  plattbcutfdjcn  Spridjraorter  ber  5-iirftcn»  \ 

Burner  (Bottingcn  unb  (Brubenljagen.   (Bejammelt  unb  erHart.   92  S.  i 

gr.  8°.     1851.  1,25  tm.  j 

r  (B.:  Die  nte6er6eutfd}cn  $prid)Q)orter  ber  surften-  I 

t^iimcr  ©otttngen  unb  (Bruben^agen.  191  S.  gr.  8°.  1863.  2.  Samm*  \ 

lung.    2,40  IUf.    (Etmafi.  preis  fiir  beibe  Sammlungen  sufammen  | 

(ftatt  3,65  lUt.)  2,80  Ittt.  | 

©.,  unb  to.  ntfiOer:  nie6cr)ddjftfd>e   Sagen    unb  i 

fius  bem  Iltunbe  bes  Dolfes  gefammelt  mit  Hnmerfungen  j 

unb  Hb^anblungen.     426  S.     gr.  8°.     1854.  5  Hit.  I 

Die  Beftrcbungett  ber  SprQdjgcfeHfdjaftcn  j 

bes  17.  3a^t^unberts  fiir  Reintgung  ber  beutfc^en  Sprodje.     VIII,  ! 

158  S.     gr.  8°.     1888.  3  !tT!.  | 

\  skills,  sr it?  ^taug. :  ZIpptf dfjes  ber  grofeen  Qeibelberger  £ic6cr  =  I 

I)Cinbfd)rift  unb  oertoanbter  Qanbfc^riften  nad)  IDort  unb  Bilb.  | 

(Eine  germanifttffyantiquar.  Unterfu^ung.  Heue  Husg.  1901.   116$.  j 

gr.  8°.  3,20  inf.  ! 

;  $d)ui3e,  (Eari:  Die  bibltfdjen  Spridjraorter  ber  beuffdjcn  I 

Spracije.  203  s.   s°.    i860.  3  mi.  \ 

\  3eHe,  Dr.  $riebr.:  Das  oltefte  luttjerifdjc  Qau$=(5efangbud)  I 

(5arbefa&»<En$iribion),  1524.  IKit  (Einleitung  ((Befdjtdjte  ber  lut^er.  | 

(Befangbii^er)  unb  tejtfrit.  Kommentor.     127  S.  m.  Hbbiibungen.  i 

gr.  8°.     1903.  4  IK?.  | 

HiiiiuuiiiiiiimniuiiniitiuiiintiiiiiiMiHinuiiiiiitiuiiitiinitiiitiniiiiMitiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiuitiiitiiiiiitiHiiiitii^ 

Oerlag  DOU  Oanben^oed  &  Rupredjt  in  ©ottmgen. 

Hubert  A  do.  &.  m.  b.  $., 
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